
Safe and Sustainable for the Future
The Mill Creek Levee Vegetation Maintenance Project is designed to bring the federally managed portion of the Mill Creek levee into compliance  with 
Corps levee safety standards, so they can be sustained in that safe condition. Mill Creek Project’s primary purpose is flood-risk management. Since 1942, 
the project has prevented approximately $70 million in cumulative damages, with the added benefits of wildlife habitat and recreation. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers staff are responsible for maintaining these levees and for ensuring they are up to the job of managing flood risk                
for the Walla Walla community. These levees must withstand the tremendous force of events such as the Great Flood of 1931    
that destroyed downtown Walla Walla and the powerful 1996 flood that was successfully – and barely – containedthat destroyed downtown Walla Walla, and the powerful 1996 flood that was successfully and barely contained.

The levee system design also allows for recreation use by our visitors,  offering fully accessible
paved trails, off-leash dog areas and an equestrian trailer-parking area.

Natural Resource Management
•Restore/Maintain Habitat*

I d Fi h PImproved Fish Passage
•Low-flow channel and redesigned fish ladders*

Potential Recreation Improvements
•Shade shelters; restroom (sustainable design) •Shade shelters; restroom (sustainable design) 
and recreational water feature*

Levees in Compliance with Corps Standards
•Potential for impermeable overbuilt sections      Potential for impermeable overbuilt sections      
for low vegetation plantings*

Levee maintenance End-State Concept
* Improvements to occur as funding becomes available

Purpose: To restore and sustain levees to design criteria, while supporting both natural 

* Improvements to occur as funding becomes available.

resources and recreational purposes.

Method: By removing the dense vegetation from the levee and replacing with native 
grasses.

Area: The Mill Creek channel and Rook’s Park area provides a combination of 
flood-risk-management and recreation benefits. Annual visitation is about 200, 000. 
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