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March 23, 2000

Brigadier General Carl Strock
Commander, Northwest Division
US Army Corps of Engineers
220 NW 8th Ave.

Portland, OR 97208-2870

Dear General Strock:

T was surprised by the article in this morning’s Oregonian, stating that the perceived sampling
of public opinion at the regional hearings on the lower Snake Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) and the All-H paper might cause the Corps to select breaching as a preferred
option.

1 I attended the Pasco hearing, and also an advance meeting there with the various federal
representatives to answer questions about the process. During that meeting, Colonel Eric
Mogren from the Corps stated more than once that the Corps would not evaluate input by
simply counting the number of comments on either side of the breaching question; rather, the
Corps is looking for quality comments and new ideas on the proposals in the DEIS. The
statements attributed to you by the Oregonian suggest that the Corps will evaluate input by
simply counting comments.

Contrary to the theatric preductions displayed at several of the hearings, nothing close to a
regional consensus favoring dam breaching exists. The costs of breaching are too high, the
benefits too uncertain, and non-breach alternatives exist that are just as effective at saving fish,
if not more so, than the breaching options. The plan that has become known as Framework
Alternative 6 is one example of such a plan.

There are two reasons why so much pro-breaching comment was provided at the hearing: (1)
‘The breaching advocates took buses of people to the hearings and organized training seminars
for their troops. These people knew that the limited time not taken by elected leaders would go
quickly, and pushed themselves to the front of the line to stack the testimony. Those who
weren't testifying were staffing displays or dressing up in costumes to capture the eye of TV
cameras. (2) The farmers, business people, barge operators, longshoremen, grain merchants,
2 bankers, timber workers, aluminum workers, and others who might have testified did not
attend the hearings because they were too busy working. In contrast to the breaching
advocates, our people don’t have extra time and money to spend designing costumes, chartering
buses, stacking sign-up lines, putting on training seminars for activists, and otherwise
undermining the Corps’ efforts to have an honest discussion of this issue.

These facts in no way make the views of our members, or those of the various labor unions and
economic interests, any less valid. They simply mean that a large segment of the northwest
population, who is opposed to breaching, chose not to participate in the hearings that the
breaching believers turned into sensational referenda on breaching dams.

Oregon Wheat Growers League . 115 S.E. 8th St. ¢ Pendleton, OR 97801 .
Phone (541) 276-7330 * Facsimile [541) 276-1723 « http: / /www.owgl.org/




Brigadier General Carl Strock
March 23, 2000
Page2

We strongly encourage you to follow the guidance described by Col. Mogren, and weigh the
substance of the comments, not merely their quantity. The Corps needs to assert leadership on
this issue, and give the region its best recommendation — based on the facts, not the polls — as
a Preferred Alternative. The Corps’ decision on the John Day Phase I study was an excellent
example of this principle. Blowing with the wind of perceived public opinion would abrogate
this responsibility.

Sincerely yours,

Daren Coppock
Executive Vice President

DC
[ Senator Gordon Smith/Pendleton office

Senator Ron Wyden/LaGrande office
OWGL Board of Directors
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