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February 29, 2000

National Marine Fisheries Service

C/O Bonneville Power Administration — PL
707 West Main Street, Suite 500
Spokane, WA 99201

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
Walla Walla District

201 North Third Avenue

Walla Walla, WA 99362

Sirs:

The dams of the Lower Snake River are vital links in a Columbia River water
transportation system that is not only cosl efficient but environmentally friendly. The
agricultural diversity they support is good for Washington and good for the country's
economy.

There must be a more equitable solution that meets our desire to promote the salmon
recovery effort that does not penalize the diverse economy, increase our risk of power
shortages or impose increased congestion on our roads and highways. A diverse
agricultural economy is strong and efficient. Transportation that doesn't require putting
more trucks on the roads to urban centers is environmentally friendly. Proven and paid-
for sources of power in a growing economy are efficient and necessary.

Please take the time to consider all of the impacts of removing the dams on the Lower
Snake River. Find the balance between salmon recovery and healthy economics for
Washington. It can't lie solely with the wholesale removal of these dams.
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