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Dedyr Ceneral Strock:

Because of e devastating impact that dam breaching wold have on Washington State agriculture, we
woulld like to take 1he opporiwity to provide comments on salmon recovery efforts,

First, we belleve that te godl of this process Is to save fish, This is what the debate is dll about, or what it
should be about. The godl is vot to find the ratlondle for taking ouf daws, We care about salwon.
However, we dlso care about having a fealtfy economy and Wasfiington State agyicuttural inclustry

If we continve 1o focus on altervatives suuch as dam breaching and drawdowns, we will dll end up losers -
ncluding e fish. I redlity, we sfiould be considering broader ficlistic solutions that take a serios loof gt
e corsequences and redlly get results, People of The Norifiwest sfould cppose vemoving daws for the
following reasors:

*  Tenyears ago, te best sciewtific information sald tat only 10 1o 30 percent of salmon smolrs
sunvived e ip past the dawms. Today, sunival is as figh as it was in the 1960's and 1970
- - before the daws on e lower Snake River were even bilt!

o Of ffie 34 West Coast runs of salmon and steelfead that are listed or proposed for listing
wder e ESA, only four pass the dams on the lower Snafke River,

Breaching dams wil dry up thousands of acres of productive fammiand and wil eliminate
thousands of agriculiural and food processing lobs in Wasfington State,

e Hydropower is clean and venewable. Replacing fydropower with otfier sources of power wil
adversely impact alr quality, Using wore vall and truck travsportation to move our products
(instead of barging) adds even more dir polition,

* W addition, dwing peak summer and winter wonifis, the West Coast power grid is at full
capacity, If the power generated by the Snake River Daws is taken away, brownouts could
OCCA,

Obviously, taking out dans Is vot e answer. The All - H Paper is a step in the right direction. We believe it
looks wore honestly at improving fabitar, fudropower and hatchery operdtions whlle addressirg harJest,
If the region Is Truly interested in recovering our fish populations, we wist fave ¢ comprefensive plan such
as this.



Alot Is at stake and these dlfernatives and study results sfould be considered carefully. We urge you and
your colledgues to base decisions on good, somd sclence. Our lives fere are built around these rewigrkable
tivers, They fave given s clean, rerewdble power, irvigation for our growing crops, navigation for moving
our products to market, recreational opportuities, as well as prevented floods,

In closlng, we need 1o serioussly consider the devastating impact of dam breaching which would destroly our
ecoromy and e Iives of thousands of people in tfe Pacific Nortfwest,

Thank you for your consideration,
Sincerely, .
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Jason Wilson

Crop Achisor
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