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Federal Caucus Public Comment Form

All comments on the All-H Paper-written, e-mailed and oral~ will be analyzed and
considered in a summary report, with responses at the time of the final All-H paper. The
comment period closes March 17, 2000.

Pleasé hand in comments at the open house written comment table or mail them to:
Federal Caucus Comment Record; clo BPA-PL, 707 W. Main St., Suite 500, Spokane, Wa.
93201 :

Please use this page to comment on issues related to the Federal Caucus Al-H Paper. Please
use the Corps EIS Public Comment Form and the Corps John Day Study Comment Form lo make
comments on those documents. You do not have to limit your comments to this page only - use .
as many pages as necessary! .

The Federal Caucus welcomes comments on all and any aspecls of the All-H Paper. Comments
related to the following might be among those you consider. .

« Scope of consideration ‘

Range of options in each H

Adequacy of analyses presented

Existing or additional analyses

Adequacy off or additional altematives

Appropriateness of goals and objectives
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Federal Caucus for “All-H Paper”

Okanogan County does not believe the All-H paper has appropriate goals and
objectives for a comprehensive salmon recovery plan in the Columbia River Basin. To
meet critical recovery goals options should focus on where you can get the most return
in the quickest amount of time with the money you have to work with.

Okanogan County, provides habitat for two endangered salmonid species, at the end of
a long swim. The habitat found within our County accounts for less than 5% of the
“take” of Spring Chinook and Steelhead two listed endangered species. The other €5%
of mortality is associated with the H's hydropower and harvest. These two endangered
species must negotiate nine dams and direct and indirect “take” associated with each
dam. The other part of the 95% mortality, for these endangered species is harvest, both
in the ocean and in river.

Okanogan County understands it is politically difficult to focus on hydropower and
harvest take issues but not only is it the best science to focus on these H's but also the
best economically and statistically to achieve recovery.

Okanogan County supports habitat improvement as an appropriate objective in salmon
recovery. However, priority and timing of those efforts should be placed in context with
the amount of “take” associated with each “H". Current habitat in Okanagan County
Rivers is sufficient to support the present endangered stock numbers. To increase those
fish numbers we recommend;

1) Eliminating all harvest for four years

2) All hydropower facilities be required to immediately implement a habitat recovery
fund, which will be used to mitigate for the take of endangered fish associated
with the dams. This habitat fund should be implemented as an emergency
measure and not be held up by HCP, NEPA, or FERC preliminary processes.
Dollars generated by this fund will be used to implement salmon recovery
projects on critical tributaries within the Columbia Basin. Any contribution made
by the hydro system should be credited to future HCP or FERC licensing
mitigation

Reduction in harvest will increase the number of retuming endangered species and as
funds become available to implement habitat improvements, habitat will be improved to
accommodate the increased number of fish.

Thank you for your attention to our comments.
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