FEB-11-00 FRI 09:44 A  NU CHEM FAX NO. 15083321613 p. 02

FEB 19 2000
DIVERSIFIED FARMING & TRUCKINC

HOWELL FARMS, INC
ROUTE 1, BOX 31°
PULLMAN, WA 9916

(509) 332-680

Attention: Army Corps of Engineers

[ strongly oppose the breaching of the four Snake River Dams. T am a third
generation Palouse farmer and we desperately need and rely on the river (with
the dams in place) for the transportation of our grain crops, the delivery of
our fertilizer and the delivery of the fuels required to successfully continue
our farming operation.

As you may already know, farming at this tine is not profitable. Removal of
the Snake River Dams would drastically increase our operating expenses
Furthermore, there are not adequale rails and railcars, or frucks and highways
capable of transporting our grain, fertilizer and fuels in eastern Washington,
northem Idaho and northern Oregon.

While | am not an inigation farmer, | realize that the dams and river are
tequired by those fanmers to produce their crops without additional expenscs.
Any increased farming expenses ultimately result in higher prices to all
censumers and a decrease in the money flow to producers, manufacturers,
retailers and the financial industry.  Uliimately, each one of us will be
affceted economically if we lose our dams.

Your own studics reveal that the breaching of the dams will in no way
guarantee the recovery ol the salmon survival.  Your studies also disclose
that the salinon retum at this time (with the current dams in place) is growing
cach year

Respecttully,

SR ot



