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February 16, 2000

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
National Marine Fisheries Service,
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
Bonneville Power Administration,
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

RE: DRAWDOWN AND BREACHING OF 4 SNAKE RIVER DAMS
Dear Interested Parties:

A review of the draft EIS prepared by the Army Corps of Engineers suggests that
dam breaching is a very iffy approach to salmon recovery with enormous costs and risks.
Dam breaching is only more effective if delayed mortality in the Columbia River estuary
and the ocean is solely attributed to hydrosystem transportation and passage as
opposed lo ocean and other conditions. Transportation is showing low mortality and
known improvements to that system will only improve migrant survival. The data
collected indicales thal current transportation survival is high and that dam breaching
may not improve Snake River spring migrant runs when compared against the
transportation option.

The costs associated with dam breaching have been understated by $50-75
million per year. First and foremost is the under-estimated costs associated with
replacing power generated by the 4 Snake River dams. The Northwest Power Planning
Council, BPA, and other forecasting agencies see a need for additional generatin
resources in the next 5 years. Replacing this hydropower with thermal or renewable
generation sources will be very costly. A comparison of 1999 -1998 natural gas cosls
shows that domestic and Canadian natural gas prices on WACOG and FERC increasing
approximately 20% in 1999. Current renewable generation sources are over 30% higher
than hydro. Recreation benefits of a nalural river are greally overstated. The survey
used in developing these benefits was flawed. Residents remember a lower Snake
Riveréfgiore the dams, not conducive to the increased recreational activity shown in the
draft EIS.

Some of the advocates for breaching want more than salmon recovery. They
want to control the use of water. Dam breaching is very speculative and this debate
over dam drawdowns has taken resources away from more effective salmon restoration
proposals.

Let's take dam breaching off the table for good and begin saving fish instead of
striving to control water and the growth it brings.
Yours truly, 5
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