R 31 20
MINIDOKA COUNTY

Board of Tounty Commissioners

Rupert, [daho 83350

March 29, 2000

Department of the Army

Walla Walla District Corps Engineers
ATTN: Lower Snake River Study
201 North Third Ave.

Walla Walla, WA 99362-1876

Dear Sirs:

The Board of Minidoka County C: issioners would like to go on record as opposing
Alternative 4 for breaching the dams.

We are very concerned about the economic harm that would result from the dam
breaching. The benefits to the salmon are not guaranteed, yet the dam breaching will
certainly cause economic disruption and eliminate clean, renewable, electric energy at a
time when this region is facing a projected electrical shortage.

Recent information indicates that survival of smolts under the current program has
significantly improved and the ocean conditions also appear to be improving which
would further facilitate healthy fish runs.

Please keep the dams in place and work on other solutions, such as the Brannon By-pass
to solve the salmon problem.

Sincerely,
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Duane Smith
Clerk of the Board of Commissioners



