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L B ¢ March 27, 2000

Department of the Army

Walla Walla District Corps of Engineers .

Attention: Lower Snake River Study G .
201 North Third Avenue ;

Walla Walla, WA 99362-1876

Dear Department of the A_.n-ny,

Cowlitz Economic Development Council is writing to oppose breaching of the dams on
the Snake River. The Snake River is a part of the Columbia/Snake River system, a
multiple purpose system authorized by Congress for the safe navigation, irrigation, flood
control, hydropower generation and recreation of the citizens of the Pacific Northwest.

* Breaching of the Snake River dams will have a negative economic effect upon the lives_
of the citizens of the Pacific Northwest. It has not been proven that breaching the dams
will help fish recovery, but it is certain tat breaching the dams will negatively affect the
economy of our area. Why would anyone make such a decision? What about the
taxpayers dollars that were used to construct these dams? Have you forgotten about the ~
disastrous floods of 1948:and 19647 How would you control the Snake River run-off i
after a heavy. snow pack winter and warm spring rains in Edahu? Are you willing to face
the ratépayers when you take four major hydroelectric genemtmg sites off-line? Are
salmon really more important than people are? Can the U.S. and Pacific Northwest turn
back the clock to 19007 Aren’t the answers to these questions rather obvious?

It is our hope thal. rational thinking and plain common sense will prevail and the decision
will be made not to bréach the Snake River dams. Please take our concerns and
‘comments into consideration as you make your decision.

Samuel R. Noel
Chairman Legislative Committee



