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LAWRENCE E. WILKINSON, P.E.

CONSULTING CHEMICAL ENGINEER
PO Box 19192 *Thorne Bay, Alaska 99919
Phone (907) 723-4507

March 12, 2000

US Army Corps of Engineers
Lower Snake River Study Team
201 N. 39 Ave.

Walla Walla, WA 99362

Subject: Breaching option of dams on the Snake River

Gentlemen:

1 have been fortunate to have been able (o examine the electrical generation
resources up and down the West Coast over the past 30 years. [ can testify to you
that without a doubt the breaching of the hydroelectric resources on the Snake River
would be a totally irresponsible act.

All of the hydroelectric resources in the PNW are not only vital future
resources to the PN'W but to California also. You can be sure that when BPA
wanted to build a hydroelectric plant in the PNW it was able to do so because of the
wisdom and support of the California congressional delegation.

California has no less than eighty thermal power clectrical generation plants
poised to burn petroleum and/or natural gas. The output of these plants is handy for
the PN'W during dry years in the PNW. Likewise, the hydroelectric potential of the
PNW is useful to California to defer the burning of petroleum resources there until
later years.

By retaining the hydroelectric facilities on the Snake River we are using a
vital renewable resource to displace oil and gas burning in the Southwest. This
subject is not an Oregon, [daho or Washington question. It is a future generation
question related to dwindling petroleum resources.

The creation of the HVDC transmission line from The Dalles to Southern California
was authorized by congress for not only regional emergencies but [or regional
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balance.

The quicker that we deplete our petroleum resources the sooner we will be
needing to build more coal-fired or nuclear power plants in the PNW for baseload
generation. When petroleum is a lost option in California it will be a lost option in
the PNW also.

Please don’t do anything on the Snake that will shift the burden to petroleum
either now or in the future.

Most sincerely,

T E W frn
LI v
Lawrence E.Wilkinson

ce: Governor Kitzhaber
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APPENDIX A
TABLE A-1
WSWC REGION EXISTING OIL AND GAS-FIRED ELECTRICAL GENERATION PLANTS
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