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The Wyoming State Engineer’s Office has reviewed the draft Lower Snake River
Juvenile Salmon Migration Feasibility Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and would like to offer the following comments. The State Engineer's Office is the state
agency in Wyoming with the constitutional mandate to manage and administer the
waters of the state. In Wyoming, water is the property of the state and may be put to
beneficial use only through applications for permits to use the water issued by this
agency. The headwaters of the Snake River arise in Wyoming in the southern end of
Yellowstone National Park, flowing southerly through Grand Teton National Park.
Jackson Lake is a Bureau of Reclamation mainstem facility located within Grand Teton
National Park that stores 847,000 acre feet for downstream use in Idaho. Many direct
flow water rights have been issued by this agency in the Snake and Salt River
drainages for use in irrigated agriculture and other uses in Wyoming.

Wyoming participated closely with the Bureau of Reclamation as they completed
their million acre feet (MAF) study for review and use in this draft EIS. We are pleased
to see the recognition made on page 3-15 of the report that the MAF alternative would
be high cost and create significant economic impacts throughout the upper Snake River
basin. The portion of the MAF that the Bureau's estimates showed coming out of
Wyoming would be disastrous for the Jackson and Star Valley communities of our state.
During dry years, there is already a measurable impact to the levels of Jackson Lake of
making the delivery of 427,000 acre feet from the upper Snake Basin. These impacts

1 to recreation, the coldwater fishery and agriculture would be dramatically increased if
the MAF were to be delivered.

The recreation based economy in the Jackson area is dependent upon high
reservair levels in Jackson Lake and on maintaining a healthy cutthroat trout fishery in
2 the Snake River. Our agency, along with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department and
interested local groups, like Trout Unlimited, have developed a good working
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relationship with the Bureau of Reclamation in their operations of Jackson Lake to
operate, to the degree possible, for the benefit of flat water reservoir recreation, the
popular whitewater rafting recreation below Jackson Lake Dam and the important trout
fishery in the Snake River. If the Bureau were required to make additional deliveries of
waler downstream, the impacts upon Wyoming's water users could be high.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this draft EIS. The recovery of the
salmon stocks in the Pacific Northwest is an important issue to all of us and understand
these are difficult decisions.

With best regards,
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Gordon W. Fa;
Wyoming State gineer

cc.  Govemor Jim Geringer
Art Reese, Office of Federal Land Policy
Bill Wichers, Wyoming Game and Fish Dept.
John Kiefling, Wyoming Game and Fish Dept.
Jerry Gregg, Bureau of Reclamation
Mike Beus, Bureau of Reclamation
Kathy Buchner, Wyoming Trout Unlimited



