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Dear Corps,
These are comments on the draft lower Snake River Juvenile Salmon Migration Feasibility

Report and Envir | Impact S These are in addition to my brief verbal comments
at the Boise hearing.

1. The draft EIS does not present a complete picture of the costs of keeping the dams in relation
to the costs of dam breaching.

A. No benefit is mentioned, with breaching, for avoiding the taking of additional water from
southern Idaho and Eastern Oregon for flow augmentation. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
study indicated that up to 600,000 irrigated acres could be without water in a dry year, with
several thousand jobs lost and economic loss of $400 million.

B.The benefits, with breaching, of saving and restoring Snake River salmon, are not included
in the Corps economic analysis. An economic study by Reading and Associates showed an
economic gain to Idaho of $170 million a year with salmon runs revived and steelhead increased.
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C. No benefit is described, with breaching, for honoring historic treaties with Northwest tribe
and the avoidance of a potential multi-billion lawsuit if the salmon are lost.

2 | D. No information is provided on cost savings with breaching, including the cost of maintaining
the waterway and the cost of maintaining the power system.



Also the document is incomplete in other ways. No information is provided on the changes in
Snake River salmon numbers since construction of the dams. Information is not presented on the
current status of the salmon and steclhead. No information is presented on the return rates of
lower Columbia River salmon compared to Snake River salmon. The document is slanted tofavor
the dams.

T'had hoped that the Corps would present a fair and balanced analysis in the environmental
impact statement.

Sincerely,

koud Letonr)



