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Dear Sir or Madam:

The Washington Public Utility Districts Association represents 28 nonprofit, community-
governed electric utilities that provide electricity and drinking water to nearly a third of
the people in Washington. We are commilted both to preserving the Northwest’s salmon
runs and to providing reliable, reasonably priced utility services to our customers.

To accomplish these goals, we believé that a successful salmon recovery plan must
adhere to the following principles: : i !

o The recovery plan must be broad, covering all the factors in salmon decline.
The plan must establish achievable goals and must hold responsible entities
accountable for meeting those goals.

« A single governance structure must be established.

« A governance body must have sufficient authority to effectively implement the
recovery plan.

With these principles in place, we believe the region can recover its wild salmon runs
while preserving the hydroelectric system that offer many benefits to the region.
Hydropower is a reliable and efficient energy resource that does not require the
transportation or storage of fuel and waste. Hydropower does not contribute to acid rain
or global warming.

The hydro resource is particularly important now, because the region is facing a power
supply deficit. A recent study by the Power Planning Council found that the region faces
nearly a one in four chance of being unable to fully meet demand for power during
coming winters. Breaching of the four lower Snake River dams would mean the loss of
1,200 aMw of capacity, exacerbating the power supply problem and leading to the likely
replacement of much of this capacity with fossil fuel resources.
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The length of time that would be required to breach the dams is another important factor
that must be considered. If the dams were to be breached, many time-¢ ing steps
would have to be taken: a decision by Congress, appropriation of funds, completion of
engineering plans, removal of structures, mitigation of the environmental damage caused
by removal, etc. Much time would pass, and many dollars spent, before salmon could
begin to benefit— and the outcome of dam breaching is uncertain. Time is precious in the
effort to recover salmon, and we believe it would be better to devote resources to
recovery ies that can be impk d sooner, with more certain results.
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