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March 10, 2000

Cireg Graham

118 Aty Corp of Fngincers
Walla Wallg Distrigt

201 N. Third Avenue

Walla Walla, WA 99362

Dear Mr. Graham:
Longview Fibre Campany, shich ntiliaes Lower Suske River burge iransportation ol wood-chips

for puperumking w our Longview, Wash., mill, srongly opposes breaching of the four dams on
the Lower Snake related 1 the ongoing fish-recavery issies fior hese rensons:

s from the Lower Snake would increase aur woad-chip

E costs uhaut T371%, or an estimated $2 avllion e ally, i€ we were Torced o
ship by rail (i il cupacity wis even availablc). Congyiew Fibre's chip plants at the Pons of
1 Wilma and Lewiston annually harge-ship approximately 300,000 lous of chips 1 our luge

Longview mill, which repnesents s significant part of the raw material required to run the
Longview operations that employ about 2000 people in the Lower Columbia rogion. Projected
over a decade, (e reasel shipping costs would mount w at least $20 million in oxtea
hurtlen i our compuny.

Tn addition 10 excessive freight costs, converting frum bacge o il would require Longview
Filie: symenlings wu estivnated bl dollurs more in copsuructing ratl sidings and chip-

o0 lucilitics at onr Ports of i and Lewistou uperations. Our increased costs for
ippiing by ral would (otl some $27% mallion in the first yoar. As for eonsidering changing o
Tail, there aren't cnough rail-cars availuble for shipping wood-chips, wheat and other

2 commodities wow curcied by barge (und if there was massive rail-car building they would bo
cost-prohihitive in this siuation). The rail systers and highways cannol handle the freight
presently iransported by barges on the Snike River system. Barging is not only the lowest-
cusl, eflivient transportation mode, it helps keep Washington und Otegon highwuys sufer plus
providex cleaner air -. compared to xubgtituting use of trucks.

-

Suctificing these dams that generate hydroeleatric power would ultimately regult in higher
energy costs fur regional users including mdustry like Longview Fibre. Our Longview mill is
@ mjor user of power (rom Bonneville, and this signifivant cost would be on top of the highcr
transportation costs.

Alsin, il is oue g that
environmental impuct in the Rivers.

from dam-breaching could create an adverse

Langview Filare huy lost millions of dollars in the past iwg yeurs because of the worldwide slump
i paper murkets. We must compete successiully in the highly competitive domestic and global
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markets to survive. Preaching Lower Snake dams and taking burges T the river would disrupt
aur ﬂﬂll mw matetial supply Ijae ercate costly energy concerns, rilse our overall costs

und could | at our Longview vperutions with u related
negatve affect on the Lower Columbm ecomrm. Our annval peyroll is $92 million, and yearly
local purch 3K6 million.

Removal of these dama that are essential links in vur Columbia River water-lrangporiation system
and generate pover is too extreme, Hreaching may not help fish, and it will severely hurt the
region's economy. A recovery plan is needed that rebuilde fish runs und muintuing 3 healthy
coonomy,

Very truly yours,
23 A %

4{}.’ e A —

R.P. Wollenberg

I*resident and Chicf Exccutive Officer
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