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SUBJECT: Comments on the Corps DEIS

Department of the Army
Walla Walla District COE

201 North Third Avenuc
Walla Walla WA 99362-1876

ATTENTION: Iower Enaks Diver Study

The 1dalvy Otale Diaiigy 19 @ IVIFVIVET ViRaicaion ignessimnlng several FITmers. agricaiural
peaple and sonall Lursisscss vwers

Agriculture has a critical interest in the tuture of the Columbia/Snake River systom. Irrigation
waler is essential to the region's productive agricultural economy.

W focl that it is time for reason and conumwn sense W merge with science and produce a plan
that can be implemented now.

Breaching dams would take ycars to ish, has costs 1 with it, and is
the most drastic option because there is no empirical data that shows it would recover fish. Even
the analysis by the NMFS shows that no ong ive alone, 3 dam breaching, can

recover the salmon runs.

There are 26 West Coast runs of salmon and steelhead that are listed as threatened or endangered.
There are another cight (8), which are candidates for listing. Of theso 34 runs, only four (4) pass
the Jower Snake River dams. This problcm is much broader then the dams. We need a solution
that is more ive than just destroying the four (4) dams.

The new NMFS data shows that survival of the fish through each dam is 95%.

Dam breaching OR flow augmentation will cost Idaho workers and Idaho's economy severcly. It
will be devastating on the farmers in 1daho. The current NMFS flow targets for the Lower Snake
would require more water for flow augmentation in & low water year than Is physically present in
the entire Snake River Basin. The flow 1argets arc not based on science or hydrological reality
and they need 10 be climinated.

Frodator sontrol, Babitat Lnpro veinsat aud lasvost inproveneil v provids greaks buoclics
more quickly than dam breaching.

Also the amount of power generated by the four dams ig not as insignificant as some would have
you belicve. Their combined generating capacity is greater than that of Idaho Power Company.
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Making up that deficit would require massive thermal yeucruting fucilities, with increased costs
and air pollution problems.

Altemative solutinns that cost lees and are less risky exist, and more aro in development.

‘We recommend that you pursuc a balanced plan that continues to improve hydro operations,

reatewrea haldta, 3 Tuass varst wined 16 fcuzes hatchery Operations.

Tho Idaho Etatc Grange strongly bolioves tial Uis Culwibia/Suzks River salmon sLocks must be
protected and recovered. 'We also believe that this can be donc without compromising the
integrity of the Northwest economy.

W i dig on thix Iesue.

Sinceroly,

Mary Johnson, President
Idzho State Grange



