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Seattle, WA 98119

0 Only dam removal will bring about recovery for all Snake River salmon. The
alternatives are harsh and they won't work: increasing water flow by depriving farmers
of irrigation water and cutting salmon fishing from Alaska to California. We need
salmon and those dams don't make sense.

o Removing dams that don't make sense will uncover an additional 77% of habitat for
fall chinook salmon. The US Fish and Wildlife Service and the fish and wildlife
depariments of Oregon, Washington and Idaho all recommend dam removal as the
best option and likely the ONLY option that will work.

THOSE DAMS DON'T MAKE SENSE

o The Corps of Engineers estimates that removai will cost $246 million a year.
However, the cost of keeping the dams in place is much higher. Depriving farmers of
irrigation water would cost at least $500 million a year and 4000 jobs. Logging
culbacks throughout the region would cost an additional $100 million per year.

o If we don't come up with an effective recovery plan we risk losing control of our
hydropower system, which could cause our electricity rates to double. On the other
hand, bringing back Snake River salmon by removing dams that don't make sense will
ONLY cost ratepayers one to five dollars per month.

DEDICATED TO THE PROTECTION DF NATURAL WETLANDS IN AN ARID ENVIRONMENT



| urge you to show your leadership and commitment to protect our way of life by
supporting removal of the four Lower Snake River dams as the key part of a plan to
restore endangered Columbia and Snake River salmon.

We need salmon in the Nerthwest. They are a vital part of our economy, our legacy to
our kids and our way of life, but the four Lower Snake River dams are driving them
toward extinction. Those dams don't make sense-they cost more to keep than they are
worth. | want to see a future that includes a healthy economy, healthy communities and
healthy salmon. Only partial removal of the four Lower Snake River dams will work.
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?obeﬂ A. Witzeman, M.D., Conservation Chairperson
602 840-0052



