Chatman, Cheryl A NWW
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From: Phelps, Jessi L - PL/Spokane [jiphelps@bpa.gov
Sent: Monday, April 24, 20 ‘!1:01RM b il
To: 'cherél‘a.chatman@usace.army.ml\‘

Subject: FW: Snake River Dams

——-Original Message-——--

From: John Watts [mailto:jwatts@nas.com]

Sent: Friday, April 21, 2000 10:43 AM

To: salmonstudy@usace.army. mil

Ce: federalcaucus@bpa.gov; Vvice. president@whitehouse.gov
Subject: Snake River Dams

US Army Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla District
ATTN: Lower Snake River Study

210 North 3rd Ave

Walla Walla, WA 99362-1876

Dear COE,

| understand the public comment period on this subject is April 30. With
this in mind, | submit the following:

1 strongle« support the removal of the four Lower Snake River dams, and urge
the COE and Clinton

ore on to follow the o J scientific information
showing that this removal must be a cornerstone of any effective salmon
recovery plan. If these dams are not removed, we will likely lose the
native Snake River Salmon forever.

Balgin%and other related special interest projects have cost taxpayers
over 3 billion dollars to date over the past 25 years and have effectively
wasted the money and habitat

Economic studies indicate that removal of the four Lower Snake River dams
could generate new jobs in the region and prove to be the least-cost path

to salmon recovery. Modifying these dams as a means of saving the salmoen is
unlikely, unproven and risky. Keeping the dams will require major new land
use restrictions and sacrifices by farmers, ranchers, logging companies,
miners and others, without the assurance that these measures would actually
work as intended. Breaching the dams will restore prized whitewater
recreation opportunities, and help recover ailing sport and commercial

fishing economies.

As the surest path for Snake River salmon recovery, dam removal will also
be the surest way to honor federal treaties with the Indian Tribes which,
according to federal estimates, may cost us in excess of $10 billion in
value if they are broken.

In the last century, the Columbia & Snake Rivers produced as much as 16
million wild Pacific salmon annually. For our children, for a healthy
environment, and for our economy, | would like to see those four dams
removed to protect the salmon that are a Northwest and national treasure.

Your consideration of this letter would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
John Watts

John B. Watts

Council Member - 3rd Ward
Bellingham City Council
210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, WA 98225



+ (360) 847-2346
walts@nas.com
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