
 
How do I get my estimate into Excel from M2 

 
In M2:  

File 
 Export Current Library to XML 

Give it a location and name in the pop-up window- (recommend 
something different than the M2 file name and location)    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start MS Access: 
 File  
  New 
   Select Blank Database  
   Give it a location and name in the pop-up window and select create 
 
 File 
  Get External Data 
   Import   
   Select file type XML in the pop- pop up window and find your file 
   Select Create in the window when located 
 



   Hit Ok – don’t worry about all of the fields you want all of them. 
 
Access will churn away in import the data. Most likely you will get an error message.  
Don’t worry about it… The data you need will be there. 
 
 
Now all of the data is in the ACCESS database. You need to create a query to get to what 
you want.   
  
Usually I use Folder, Project Item Folder and UOM 
 
 Link Folder GUID and UOMID as shown. 
 
I usually extract: Source Tag, Description, Quantity, UOM, and Project Cost 
 
You can also extract things like Man Hours, EQ hours and Crew Hours to get the 
schedule.. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Here is what the output looks like when you run the query: 
 

 
 
 
This data can be worked with- ie sorted and pasted into EXCEL, PROJECT, and 
Primavera. 
 
 
TIP:  Make the source tags easy to sort based on your abilities and id them so that you 
can make them total to something workable! 
 
Sometimes I will go thru an estimate and make the source tags for the data I want  easy to 
identify i.e. A, B, C, BID ITEM 01, BID ITEM 02,  or in ALL CAPS.  
  
The key is: Make it easy on yourself to get the data you want.  You can write queries 
that can sort it out by the numbers of digits etc, but it can get way too complex and you 
can spend more time looking for an error than by just brute force making the source tags 
in the estimate something identifiable.  (Once you have seen how much time it can save 
you, you will probably start laying your estimate in an easy to extract manner from the 
start.)   
 



Note: the level field in M2 doesn’t seem to work so you can’t sort by level… Sorry!  


