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Abstract: This Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared in compliance with
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to identify potential environmental impacts of the
proposed action and evaluate reasonable and practical alternatives that meet the purpose and need
for the project. Emerald Creek Garnet, Ltd. (ECG) proposes to mine garnet reserves within the St.
Maries River floodplain near Fernwood, Idaho in Benewah and Shoshone Counties.

To proceed, ECG must obtain a Department of the Army Permit under §404 of the Clean Water
Act (CWA). The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) determined that its evaluation
and issuance of a §404 permit would be a major federal action significantly affecting the quality of
the human environment and therefore required the preparation of an EIS. The USACE evaluated
the potential impacts of no action and five action alternatives in a Draft EIS published in .

In November 2003, USACE distributed the Draft EIS to federal agencies, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe,
state agencies, organizations, and individuals who had expressed an interest in the project, and
invited comments from recipients and the general public. USACE carefully considered all
comments received as it revised the Draft EIS and prepared the Final EIS. Chapter 8 of the Final
EIS lists comments received, along with USACE responses to each. Copies of written comments
and the public meeting transcript are contained in Volume I Appendices A and B.

The Final EIS identifies Alternative 3, Twelve Month Wet and Dry Panel Mining, 133 Acres of Wetlands
Mined as the Preferred Alternative. For reasons stated in the Final EIS, USACE believes this
alternative best meets the purpose and need for the project and is the Least Environmentally
Damaging Practicable Alternative.
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