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MEMORANDUM TO THE FIELD

SUBJECT: Model Compensatory Mitigation Plan Checklist for Aquatic Resource
Impacts Under the Corps Regulatory Program Pursuant to Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.

We are pleased, as part of the implementation of the National Wetlands
Mitigation Action Plan, to enclose a model compensatory mitigation plan checklist with a
supporting supplement. The checklist and supplement should serve as a technical guide
for permit applicants preparing compensatory mitigation plans to offset impacts to
aquatic resources authorized under the Clean Water Act Section 404 and the Rivers and
Harbors Act Section 10 programs.

The purpose of the checklist is to identify the types and extent of information that
agency personnel need to assess the likelihood of success of a mitigation proposal. The
checklist provides a basic framework that will improve predictability and consistency in
the development of mitigation plans for permit applicants. This checklist should be
included, along with the National Research Council’s Guidelines for Self-Sustaining
Mitigation sent under separate cover, in each Corps Districts’ Mitigation and Monitoring
Guidelines currently under development or revision. This checklist can be adapted to
account for specific environmental conditions in different regions of the U.S.
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