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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG All right
Thank you for those presentations and for enlightening
all of us as to what you all have been | ooking at and
t hi nki ng about for the |ast nunber of years.

Again, thank you all for your patience and
for being here today. Let nme tell you a little bit
about how we're going to work the oral testinony
today. And what |'Il be doing, we're going to start
with the elected officials, as you heard. So we wil|
get to the actual public testinony at three o'clock,
just as it says on your agenda.

And for the elected officials that are
here, if you're already here, and you should be
shortly if you're not, I1'mgoing to go through this
list. W've got about 24 or 25 of you. And to get
done in an hour, | need 20 of you. So if sonme of you
could conme this evening, |'d sure appreciate that, or
if you could just stand and be recogni zed for being
here, | think the public who will want to speak |ater
woul d really appreciate that as well

For the oral testinmony, and this will go
for the elected officials as well as for the public,
will call your name to cone to the mcrophone, based
on the sheets that | have got here.

The sheets that the public signed up on, as
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you saw when you signed up, |'mgoing to be going from
each of the three lists, so that we kind of get the
broad span there. | will call the nanme of the person
who i s speaking, who is next, and then who is on deck
So you will have notice of three before you who is
going to speak. And please be ready to speak and up
to the mcrophone, and |let us know, raise your hand
and let us know, we will get a nicrophone to you if
you cannot cone to the mcrophone.

Once you do cone to the mcrophone, 1'd
like you to watch the lights in front of you. The
green light nmeans speak. The yellow light indicates
that you've got 60 seconds left. And the red |ight,
guess what, neans stop.

At the end of your tine please | eave your
m crophone so the next speaker can cone up.

COL. STROCK: Donna?

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Yes

COL. STROCK: \When the red light goes
on, we also stop listening.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG We are going
to augnent the red light today with a bell as well
So if you are busy reading, you don't need to | ook up
for ared light. You will hear a little bell up here.

Wuld you like to practice the bell? There
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it is. Al right.

So, at the end of the tine, if you could
| eave your m crophone so the next speaker could cone
up, that will help us to accommpdate as nmany of you as
we possibly can.

And, again, we are going to need your help
to do all of this, and especially going to need your
hel p, when you hear sonmeone say sonething that you
really, you know, you are right there with or you
di sagree with, we're going to need you to hold your
appl ause, because what we found in sone of the other
| ocations is that the applause ends up cutting into
the time that people need to be speaking. So you will
hel p us get through everybody.

Because it is being transcribed, if could
you | et us know whet her you are comrenting on the
Corps' Environmental |npact Statenment or the Federal
Caucus All-H paper, or both, we'd appreciate that. |If
you are not sure, don't worry, we will take care of
doing this, doing the best we can to get it to the
appropriate agency for coments.

Al so pl ease state your name and the name of
any organi zation or agency that you are with so we can
get that on the record as well

So, with that, let's begin with our elected
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officials, and thank you in advance for taking your
time to be here today and for nmaking this as fair a
hearing for everybody as possible. And | |ook forward
to working with you on this.

Are you ready to roll on to the testinony?
Okay. Let's begin.

['"lI'l begin with Guy Dodson, followed by
John Sandy, followed by Louise Dixie.

And let ne also right now apol ogize if |
have m spronounced anybody's names throughout the day.

So, again, Guy Dodson, are you here?
Fol | owed by John Sandy, followed by Louise Dixie.
John Sandy?

COL. STROCK: Could I ask the elected
of ficials, when you begin your testinony, could you
tell us who you represent so we all understand what
your constituency is.

MR. JOHN SANDY: John Sandy, | daho
St ate Senate.

Thank you for the opportunity to conment on
the Corps of Engineers Lower Snake River Juvenile
Sal non Feasibility Study, the Draft Feasibility Report
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenment on Breaching.

| support the comments of Governor

Kept horne previously in opposition to lowering -- to
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breaching -- in opposition, I'"'msorry, to breaching
t he Lower Snake River damns.

I would Iike to focus nmy conments on the
Al | - H paper, Conservation of Colunbia Basin Fish,
Bui I ding a Conceptual Recovery Plan, and the four
appendi ces prepared by the federal caucus.

Every year |daho spends mllions and
mllions -- sends mllions and mllions of snolts down
t he Snake River through danms and on barges to the
Paci fic Ocean, and very year mllions and mllions of
these young sal non are eaten by predators. Sea birds
and the pikem nnow.

The caspian terns that prey on these sal non
do so froma honme that was not created by nature but
froma dredge dunp manufactured by nan; Rice Island.
This problem can be corrected and it should be
corrected. We should correct it now, not phase it out
over several years.

Those fish that survive the terns,
pi kem nnow and years in the ocean return only to face
additional predation fromnmarine mammals. It is not
the sane marine mammal s threat that existed in the
recent past, it is a marine manmal threat froma
popul ati on that has increased by nore than 600 percent

since the md 1980s.
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At Lower Granite Dam one out of every four
adult sal non and steel head shows signs of being
attacked by mari ne mammal s.

If the region is serious about inproving
survival, it is time to get serious about stopping
this predation. There is not a specific title heading
for the predation in the entire conservation of
Col unbi a Basin All-H report. The only reference to
terns is a sanple project section and habitat appendi x
in page 62.

No account as to how nmany mllions of snolt
are killed each year and no figures relating to the
i ncreased tern popul ation.

When federal agencies establish priorities
that give credence to I ower risk incidental take over
the loss of mllions of snoblt by predation, they are
not only irresponsible, they are unbelievable.

| grewup in a famly |livestock business in
the Central |daho Sawtooth Mountains. The uppernost
headwat ers of the middle fork of the Sal mon River
fl ows through our private property. As a youngster |
wat ched sal non spawn literally on our property.

In the late 1960s suddenly | arge numbers of
Native Anmericans showed up in canpers, notor hones and

cars and pickups. They speared, chopped, shot and
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gr abbed what appeared to be every fish.

One day a U. S. Forest Ranger and | stopped
al ong Bear Valley Creek and counted 57 dead sal non in
a pile. 1 can remenber it like it was yesterday.

When the ranger suggested to the Native
Anericans that the day was hot and flies were working
on the fish, they were told that they were catching
nore fish and if sone turned bad they would feed them
to their dogs.

Man is a predator and should be the nopst
easily managed. Irresponsible behavior nust not be
tolerated both on the headwaters and in the ocean.

There are many conditions that can be
i nproved within the life cycle of the sal non that
woul d reduce extinction risks and inprove survival.

Limting predation is only one condition,
but one that could be done now. These life cycle
i mprovenents should be inplenented and the results
eval uated prior to any decision on breaching.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch, John.

Coul d we have Louise Dixie, followed by Ken
Robi son, followed by Anthony Johnson. Louise? Ken
Robi son. Fol | owed by Anthony Johnson, followed by

Vi nni  Penro.
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MR. KEN ROBI SON: I am Ken Robi son.
| ama State Representative from Boise. | support
Alternative 4 in the Corps Draft EIS breaching the
dans and alternative Ain the All-H paper, breaching
t he dans.

Today the nunber of spring and summer
Chi nook returning to the Snake River tributaries this
past year was about 8 percent of the average nunber
returning in the five years follow ng the construction
of the first of the four Snake River dams bel ow
Lewi ston. Wich is one of the pieces of evidence that
the present strategies do not work.

Chi nook stocks in the Lower Col unbia River
tributaries that cross fewer dans and that are not
barged are returning at a nmuch greater rate than |daho
salmon, up to ten tines the rate, which is further
evidence that it is the dans that are the problem

And of course the Idaho fish scientists,
the oregon fish scientists, regional fish scientists
all agree that breaching the danms is the best way to
save the sal non.

The Alternative Cin the All-H paper
i ncl udes taking additional water from Southern |daho
if the dans are not breached. |If additional water is

taken from Sout hern Idaho, up to a mllion acre-feet,
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as was in the Bureau of Reclamation study, the
Sout hern | daho econony woul d be devastated with the
potential loss in a dry year of up to 200,000 to
600, 000 irrigated acres, with an econom c inpact of
400 million dollars, with thousands of jobs |ost.
And yet that seenms to be the best
alternative that the federal agencies have to offer,
is taking nore | daho water.
The greatest economnmic benefits for Idaho
and the region will accrue if the dans are breached,
the sal non are restored, the steel head are revived,

and | would say that the Corps Draft EIS | eaves out

significant econonic benefits that would occur if the

sal non are restored and the dans are breached.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much, Ken.
Pl ease, if | could rem nd you, hold the
cl appi ng.
Ant hony Johnson, followed by Vinni Penro,
foll owed by Denton Derrington.
Ant hony Johnson?
MR, ANTHONY JOHNSON: First of all,

woul d nake a statement to the John Day drawdown.

If we ook at fixing the system we need to
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|l ook at a holistic cleanup of the entire Col unbia

Basin. Wth that,
sal nron are a part of our

religious belief,

fromthe tribal perspective, the
culture, our spiritual

our way of life.

Di sappearance of the salnon in the upper

Col unbi a Basin is unacceptable. The United States

made bi ndi ng | ega

prom ses that we would be secure in

our fisheries and be able to exercise the rights so

essenti al

to our way of life.

The United States has a trust

responsibility to honor the intent of our treaty and

act in a manner that sustains this treaty.

harvest abl e | evel s.

The det a

The United States nmust rebuild salnon to

The scientific studies are in.

| ed peer review collaborative scientific

study known as The Process for Analyzing and Testing

Hypot heses det erm ned that

breachi ng the four Snake

dans is the option with the highest probability of

success.

206 biol ogi sts

put their nanme on a letter

to President Clinton endorsing this.

The tri be has made sacrifices. W have

curtail ed our own harvest.

a spring

restrict

Since 1977 we have not had

har vest . It istime for the United States to

its own harvest;

hydr opower .
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Man is destroying our Mother Earth. W
support the breaching of the dans out of respect for
our children and those generations to conme after them
Those children who will inherit our world.

Lastly, using the words of Janmes Holt, the
Nez Perce Tribe will not accept the extinction of
sal non as an inevitable price for progress. (Speaking
in native tongue).

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very
nmuch, Ant hony.

Vi nni Penro, followed by Denton Derrington,
foll owed by Lionel Boyer. Vinni? Denton Derrington,
foll owed by Lionel Boyer, followed by Clint Stennett.
Dent on Derri ngton.

Okay. Let's hear from Lionel Boyer,
followed by Clint Stennett, followed by Beatrice
Ml es.

We're noving right through this |ist,
aren't we. Lionel Boyer, no. dint Stennett. Geat.
Thank you. Followed by Beatrice Mles, followed by
Peter W/ son.

MR. STENNETT: Thank you. | am
Senator Clint Stennett and | represent District 21 in
t he |1 daho Senate.

My comrents here today reflect ny persona
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views, and the views | believe to be the mpjority of
the opinion in ny District 21. They are not the views
of the Senate denocratic caucus whi ch has diverse

opi nions on this issue.

The i ssue of sal non recovery has trenendous
econom ¢ and social ramfications for the citizens of
I daho. Not nore than 40 years ago federal officials
cane to the region of Southeastern Washi ngton and
North Central |daho and presented citizens with the
proposal to boost the econom c base of our region.

In arguing for the proposed projects
assurances were given that the proposed actions woul d
not harm sal non and steel head runs that were inportant
to the region and to all |dahoans.

Now having built a significant econom c and
cultural base around these projects we are comng to
the conclusion that the initial representations nmade
by the federal government in support of these projects
was incorrect.

| believe that sonething nust be done
quickly if we are to save these fish. Despite all the
el aborate scientific endeavors undertaken by the
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service and the Corps of
Engi neers, there is really no debate.

The fish are going extinct. In nmy nmind
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extinction is not an adoption. The Endangered Species
Act requires an action to be taken to recover the
speci es.

The decision that needs to be made is how
to recover the species, not if we should recover. The
time has cone to act and we nmust adhere to this
responsibility.

In Idaho and in the United States we
believe that nuch is possible and a solution that wll
recover the fish is possible. And what we nust have
is the courage and determination to find that
sol ution.

Many of |daho's elected officials have
drawn a line in the sand on this issue. They say nho
breachi ng, no flow augnentation. And drawing a |line
in the sand gives people fal se hope that nothing needs
to be done with water or dans.

This elimnates the potential for
meani ngful public dial ogue.

There are a nunber of very conpl ex issues
facing the econonmic and cultural well-being of North
Central |daho.

A conprehensive sol ution nmust consider al
of these factors and devel op a solution that addresses

all of the concerns.
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To sinply renove the dans w thout a
detailed plan to provide econonmic and cultural support
is not an option.

To augnent flow without detailed and
econom ¢ cultural considerations is also not an
opti on.

Far too little dialogue has taken place on
what these four neasures are, and these neasures have
not be related to the broader issues that currently
face tinber and agricultural industries.

As a Southern Idaho rancher who uses both
surface and groundwater for irrigation, | stand firmy
in opposition to flow augnentation as the sole
solution to this problem

My opposition stens fromthe fact that |
have yet to see any real solutions that would all ow ne
to understand how | woul d be conpensated by this
action.

The issue that | would like to bring to the
attention of the Corps as well as to local, state and
federal officials is the nmechanismfor public dial ogue
that will discover a solution nust occur and occur
fast.

I f meani ngl ess study, public comment

continue to delay the enforcenment of law, we will
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deter the creation of meaningful action and will once
agai n be constrained by judicial policy making.

Time for study is over. |It's time for the
Corps to step back, and the region to step forward
with the solution.

If we continue to bow our necks and refuse
to take sone neani ngful steps towards a regiona
solution, a judge will decide. Leaving this decision
up to out of state interests who would sue in Federa
Court should not be an option.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Cint.

Beatrice Mles, followed by Peter WI son,
foll owed by Horace Axtel

MS. BEATRICE M LES: (Speaking in
native tongue). | cane to speak in behalf of the Nez
Perce Tribe, whom| ama part of.

Years back before the horses came to the
tribe ny people used to wal k down by foot to Celilo
Falls. They would have dogs with them and they woul d
put little packs on the dogs to carry sone of their
packs.

But every little while they would stop
along the river and fish, and dry the fish, and then

they woul d proceed on to where they got down to where
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Celilo Falls is.

This has been a long tinme ago, because
horses were not here yet.

But anyway, that's how | ong ago our people.
Beyond that they had fished Col unbia River and al
like that man was sayi ng, they destroyed fishing, kind
of cussed themout, | don't know who he was, from
Rapi d Ri ver.

That was our fishing place, too. W |ived
in the Sal non River country.

During the war of 1877 ny people were
driven out of there, along with the Wal |l owas people as
they came through and they drove them out with guns.
Driving our people to Montana, until they surrendered.

My people were taken out of their |and,
their way of life they had. Everything disappeared
for us.

Now | read in Sunday's paper, opinions of
di fferent people tal king about the Indians. They were
ki nd of cussing us out for what we were.

We were here first. W had the sal non
first. W had the buffalo, we had the noose, we had
all of these things to ourselves. Sal non was our own.

And nobody shoul d say that the Indians

shoul d do this, should do that. |[If those young boys
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did that, they were untaught.

When | was a young child in the '20s, we
were all taught to respect gane, to respect our way of
life, and the people were very religious. They took
care of the earth, they took care of the sal non, they
never ran out and fished or hunted until the game was
all gone.

Qur buffal os di sappeared. W used to go
over to Montana to get buffalo, until they al
di sappear ed.

We never killed themoff. W never ate up
all the salnon. We had everything so perfect and
everyt hing doing for us, until the Caucasi an people
came after Lewis and Clark, everybody cane out west,
took our | ands away, killed us off for our country.

My people died in battle. Even old wonen,
little children, old people were killed off in
Mont ana, because of our |and and our way of |ife.

And | don't think people should say |ike
that man was saying, this is what they did, because
t hey must have been untaught.

In nmy day, they taught the young kids to
respect gane. Don't go out and shoot it just for
not hi ng.

And t hey always bl ane the |Indians. But |
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don't think they are all to bl ane.

| think it is because the parents do not
train their children to do the right thing, that's why
it's happening that way.

I'"mproud to be a Nez Perce. |I'ma
full-blooded Nez Perce, and |I'm proud of it. On one
side of ny famly, | conme froma Buzwat, first
generation, he's the one that got our hunting and
fishing rights in our treaty.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Beatrice?

MS. BEATRI CE M LES: Yes.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG I amsorry to
interrupt you. | amafraid the tine is up.

MS. BEATRI CE M LES: Al right.
Thank you. (Speaking in native tongue).

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG: Thank you very
nmuch, Beatrice.

Peter W1 son, followed by Horace Axtel,
foll owed by Judy Dani el son.

And if | could ask you all, when | call
your name, if you could just junp right up and be at
the m crophone, so | know you're here, |'d appreciate
it. Thank you.

MR. PETER W LSON: | am Peter WI son,

a commi ssioner at the Port of Lewi ston, a life-Ilong
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rancher and farnming in the Lew ston area.

As we speak, there are |ines of trucks
haul i ng Montana wheat to the Port of Lew ston, there's
a big push that quite a bit of wheat has to be noved
in 60 days.

Prior to the river transportation the
Mont ana farner used to figure that every third crop
went to the railroad. Every third crop

VWhen river transportati on becanme avail abl e,
that now i s about every fourth crop

Now, that's quite a mmjor saving for the
Mont ana far mer.

Some of the people in Riggins, and not to
pi ck on those people in Riggins, but I hear them say
that a small portion of the power is produced by those
four dams.

My answer to that is, to Donnie Heckman and
Erni e Robi son and Frank Zumalt and those ranchers in
there, when they go up and get their truck overhaul ed,
just tell the nmechanic to just overhaul seven of
those, we will |eave that one system vacant, and we
will save a little noney in rehall

I don't think they'd buy that.

Okay. I n Decenber '44 -- That's the year

was born. In Decenber of '98 Eric Barker, the
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Tri bune, wote an article in the paper, and he quotes
bi ol ogi st Ed Schiver, there is no shortage of fish in
the river.

| daho Fish & Gane Brent Ball says seven
hours per fish, can't get any better than that.

The Corps count of 1918 fall Chinook
crossed Lower Granite dam |argest anount of fish
since the danms were built.

Well, | asked the railroad people if they
had anything to do with this. They said no. The
barge people said it wasn't us. The trucking people
said we didn't do it. UPS, did you do it? No

The only conclusion | could cone with,
those fish swam and swam right over the dam

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Peter.

Horace Axtel, followed by Judy Daniel son
foll owed by Gorton Crow.

MR, HORACE AXTEL: My nanme is Horace
Axtel. | ama Nez Perce, full blood Nez Perce. Al
my ancestors were full blood. M children are ful
bl ood Nez Perce, ny wife.

I'"ma proud person. | amalso a veteran of
World War 1Il. | have been to other countries in the

world. | didn't want to go there, but | was sent
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t here.

| cone back to a nmess that | was fighting
for, freedom There wasn't much freedom for our
peopl e, ever since this country was taken over by
ot her peopl e.

| can't say too nmuch about the other
peopl e, because | was raised with very, very friendly
peopl e.

The ol d people that first came here had
much respect for us. But then again the subject here
is salmon to ne.

The sal non are so inportant to our life,
each tine salnon conme up the river to give up their
life, so that there could be nore sal non reproduced.

The cycle of the fish has that problem
that job to do. That's the only thing they know how
to do.

Now, when things are built to block their
road, the travel of their life, it's hard for themto
come up the rivers.

When the sal non come up the river now they
are probably in danger. Sonme of themextinct. They
have a hard time.

So in order to come up the river we nust

have a free-flowing river, one that is clean, one that
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flows fresh water. Not dirty water like it is now.
We talk about the silt in the water. They tal k about
the silt, what is going to happen to it.

Well, what happened to it before? It went
down the river, out into the ocean. There was nothing
to stop it.

So here we are, thinking about what's going
to happen to all these people who are crying about the
jobs they are going to | ose.

There were jobs there before the dans were

even built.

I"'ma retired person. | worked for
Pot | atch Corporation for 36 years. |'mretired from
there. | know what it's |ike to work.
M5. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Hor ace?
MR, HORACE AXTEL.: Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much.
Judy Dani el son, followed by Gordon Crow,
foll owed by Shirley Ringo. Judy, are you here?
MS. JUDY DANI ELSON: Yes. Thank
you.
My nanme is Judy Daniel son, Idaho State
Senator, mjority caucus chairman and chai rman of the

Western States Legislative Forestry Task Force, which
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is inclusive of Oregon, Washington, California and
Al aska

| have cone here today with grave concerns
about the Draft Environmental |npact Statement and the
Al |l -H paper.

Conclusions in the draft appear dependent
upon assunptions of indirect or delayed nortality
associated with juvenile transport.

Gven this draft is the outcome of a
five-year study, it would seemto me that it is
dereliction of our duties not to have tested this
critical assunption better.

Generally, barging juveniles does not
subject themto predator pressure. It is arguable
that in fact transport results in higher surviva
rates.

Not one of the alternatives address another
of the dynamics, comercial fishing.

In 1899 Governor John Rogers, Governor of
Washi ngton State, in his state of the state address,
sai d somet hi ng ought to be done to prevent the fina
extinction of the salnmon fisheries.

I n August 1883 General Sherman spoke as
reported in the Congressional record, sal non have

beconme scarce
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Both of these coments were made nmany years
ago, prior to the construction of these dans now being
consi dered for breaching.

I f breaching of these four dans occurs, the
silt build-up alone will destroy nore fisheries than
has occurred in the last hundred years, and the silt
is already there.

Good stewards nust ask the question, how
much are individual taxpayers willing to pay and what
is actually going to save these sal non species for the
future?

We can increase the salnmon runs. | am
confident in that. But breaching still does not
appear to be the silver bullet.

And | have time left over. Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much. Okay.

Gorton Crow, followed by Shirley Ringo,
foll owed by Jack Riggs. Gorton Crow?

Shirley Ringo. Thank you. Followed by
Jack Riggs, followed by Ron Crane.

MS. SHI RLEY RI NGO | am Shirley
Ri ngo, State Representative from Legislative District
5.

| have heard conversati ons between
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| egislators fromthe northern and southern parts of

I daho that included the statenent, you | eave our water
al one, and we'll |eave your dans al one. Such mnutua
agreenents are sinply not conpatible.

If the dans are not breached as the All-H
paper indicates, a prinme alternative for sal non
recovery involves taking of additional water from
| daho and Eastern Oregon.

This point has perhaps been minimzed a
bit, but it deserves a great deal of attention.

This taking of water threatens the success
of water that irrigate and |daho's econony.

It is also not accepted as giving the best
chance of restoring the sal non.

Sone | awrakers express the opinion that
breaching the dans is an unacceptable alternative.

It seens reasonable to assune that those
taking this position believe that if breaching is
required to restore the sal non, then the salnon are
si mply expendabl e.

There is the reality that some citizens
woul d be adversely affected by breaching the damns.
Their way of |ife would be disrupted.

Last year | asked ny colleagues in the

| egi sl ature for an exhaustive study to deternine
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exactly who woul d be affected and what mtigation
woul d be needed.

If sonmeone loses a job, it's not enough to
say, don't worry, there will be other others. W need
to talk to farnmers about how to nove their products
140 miles from Lew ston to Pasco.

My fell ow | awmakers won't consider
initiating such a study. | believe it is fair to say
they refused because they didn't want to be perceived
as favoring the action of breaching the dans.

| think that's regrettable.

The information conming fromsuch a study
woul d be very useful in this debate. While sone of
that informati on was shared today, | think sone points
were not di scussed.

If the decision is nade to breach the dans,
we must nove forcefully to ease the burden on those
that are nost affected.

Anot her conponent requiring consideration
in this debate is that of human responsibility. These
fish have no way to advocate for thensel ves.

If our way of life threatens their
existence and it is within our power to meke
corrections, then that we nust do.

Truly it is within our capabilities to take



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

appropriate action and care for humans as wel |

As | study the Al -H paper, it appears we
have sone choices. Anpbng them we can barge to
mtigate for the effects of the dans, augnment water
flowto mtigate for the effects of the dans, hatch
fish to increase the population of the fish,
mtigating for the effects of the dans, reverse
harvest, mtigating for the effects of the dans, or
breach the dans to nmitigate for the effects of the
dans.

G ven these considerations, sone folks wll
still argue that the danms are not the problem

| believe it is quite clear which option
woul d best elim nate the problens created.

Some woul d say the cost of breaching is too
great.

If the dans cause us to |ose the salnon, |
woul d submit that the cost of not breaching is too
great.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG  Thank you,
Shirl ey sonething.

I would ask you to hold the clapping.

Thank you.

Jack Riggs, followed by Ron Crane, followed



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

28

by Dan Mader.

MR, JACK RI GGS: Thank you. M plan
certainly is not to give you a recital on the science
because you have heard it and you have heard it over
and over.

And of course we know science can be
interpreted in many different ways when it's not rea
sci ence.

My nanme is Jack Riggs and | am a nmenber of
the Idaho State Senate. And | believe it's nmy job not
just to represent the people of ny district, but the
over one nillion people that live in the state of
| daho. And | take that responsibility very seriously.

I think, as you know, this decision,
there's always reference to science, but really it's
going to be a political decision. It is a public
policy decision.

There's always much tal k about species and
speci es preservation, but in the final analysis, we
are looking at a political decision that politicians
at some level will make

| believe the best public policy decision
inthis arena is to do the very best we can to
preserve the sal non, but w thout breaching the dans.

| think unfortunately literally in the past
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few weeks and nonths we hear over and over about
politicians at really high | evel, the Governor of
Oregon, and certainly at the highest level in our
country, talk about creating a |legacy for thensel ves.

I think it is very unfortunate that public
policy may be deternmined by individuals wanting to
create a | egacy.

And | will close by saying, it is certainly
not my goal to create a legacy, but if | had to
choose, and | were to create a |legacy for nyself in
the real mof politics, it would be that | stood up
strongly for the human species in this debate.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
Jack.

Ron Crane, followed by Dan Mader, followed
by Joe Stegner.

MR, RON CRANE: Good afternoon. %%
name is Ron Crane. | amthe state treasurer for the
State of Idaho. And | thank you for the opportunity
to testify before you this afternoon.

I am opposed to the breachi ng of dans.
Such approaches as better predator control, estuary
habi tat i nprovenent, harvest nodifications, fish

passage i nprovenents, better fish screens, spillway
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nodi fication, bypass inprovenents, and hatcheries that
nore closely mimic nature, can be of nore help to the
sal ron runs nore quickly than dam breachi ng.

The public has been told the choices are
sinple. Tear down the danms or give up |daho water

The truth is, all of the options that you
are considering, including breaching, call for Idaho
irrigation water to be used for the purpose of flow
augnent ati on.

| believe there are many |ess radical, |ess
expensive, and nore effective tools available to us in
preserving the sal non runs.

Those who contend that the science is al
in and that it clearly indicates the danms must cone
down, are playing fast and | oose with the facts.

The sal non spend nost of their lives in the
ocean, and we know next to nothing about the effects
of ocean conditions on the fish.

Renovi ng dans will do nothing to change
these ocean conditions, nor will it help the
endangered and threatened runs that don't pass the
four dams.

The answer doesn't lie in sinplistic one
shot rolls of the dice, such as dam breaching. W

need to understand that as Senator Dani el son referred
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to, no silver bullet will get us out of trouble with
this particular issue.

It istine to stop the shouting and work
t oget her on conmon sense solutions that will recover
the sal non and the steel head w thout crippling our
econony and endangering our environment.

Thank you very much

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Ron.

Dan Mader, followed by Joe Stegner
followed by J.D. WIIians.

MR. DAN MADER: Good afternoon. My
name is Dan Mader. | ama State Representative from
District 6, which is in Northern ldaho. |'mthe
maj ority caucus chairman here in the | daho House of
Representatives, and | am al so an ag producer in the
Pal ouse country of Eastern Washington and Northern
| daho

I want to start by thanking you, the Corps
primarily, for bringing us a systemthat has brought a
| ot of benefits to our country, including a very
efficient transportation system and | don't want to
| eave out a clean, quiet environment, mnuch cleaner
much quieter than it would be without that system

I think now clearly the science is saying
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that this delayed nortality factor that we have al
been argui ng about is beginning to clear up, and
think the science is clearly indicating that that
nunber is rising, which indicates that the survival of
snmolts through the systemis very high, and | think
that's because of all the inprovenents that the Corps
has done to the system And | don't want to stop
there. 1'd like to say that |I know and believe that
there are lots nore things we can do to the system
that will increase it even nore.

| do want to say that one of the big
problenms with the breach option for agriculture in
south Idaho as well as Northern Idaho is that it
i ncreases the transportation cost in Northern |daho by
around 20, 25 cents a bushel, and in south Idaho the
costs go up because the power rates go up

I don't know exactly how nmuch that is on a
per acre basis in south Idaho, but in north Idaho,
it's around 20 to $25 an acre, which is a full 10
percent increase in our operating costs.

What happens is, when operating costs go
up, profit margins go down, and profit margins are
under water today, so they go even deeper. And we
can't pass that on because we're in internationa

mar ket s.
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So, over a short period of tine a |ot of
peopl e are squeezed with liquidity. Over a |ong
period of time the price of land will drop to get us
back into a profitable situation

But here's the problem W have a
revolution going on in agriculture today that we have
not seen the |ikes of for over 10,000 years.

And it's a revolution around no tillage
farmng. It started, alot of it started in the
Pal ouse country, which is the nost highly erodible
farmand in the world. And now that revolution is
actual ly surpassing us in Argentina and South Anerica,
Australia, Canada, all over.

The thing that is stopping it from going
forward is the fact that nost farmers don't have the
capital to nake the transition. They just don't. And
especially with these kinds of prices, they don't have
t he noney.

It's like Mcron needing to retool to be
nore efficient, conpetitive, but they don't have any
profits to get the noney to make that transition.
That's what's going on in agriculture.

A lot of agriculture wants to nake the
switch, but they can't, froma liquidity problem

My point here today is that with a breach
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option, we |lower the profit margins, and we del ay
that, and that will bring trenendous inprovenents to
the environnment in the long run. And | think we need
to keep the dans, inprove the environnent, and we can
do bot h.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

I would like to take a break between Joe
Stegner and J.D. WIliams, and invite Governor
Kepthorne to cone up if he would |ike and nake his
tal k.

Are you ready?

GOVERNOR KEPTHORNE: Good afternoon
| adi es and gentlenmen. Wl cone to Idaho, and
appreciate your efforts here on this critical issue.

| appreciate the opportunity to coment on
the alternatives that you have put forth for sal non
recovery in the Northwest. For far too |ong sal non
recovery has been too narrowmy focused on a single
argunent; to breach or not to breach

But you know and | know that there is no
silver bullet. Let's be candid. Breaching the dans
is no i mediate solution for the fish. Because it's
guaranteed to be tied up in the courts and in Congress

for at | east a decade.
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Silt has built up behind these dans and for
nore than a quarter century it has built up
According to your own studies it could take five to
ten years for this systemto cleanse itself.

Peopl e whose |ivelihoods are at risk by dam
breaching won't let it happen without a fight, and
there is no consensus in the scientific comunity that
breaching will work.

We have tal ked at |ength about the Hs that
are involved in this debate.

Today | ask you to consider a fifth H, and
that's humans.

Last Friday | was in Lewi ston and | was
presented with these petitions which are in front of
me. These petitions are added to these others that
are in front of me, 80,000 individuals which have
signed these petitions.

VWhen | was given these petitions, sone
asked ne, does any of this nmake a difference? |Is
anyone |istening?

And | assured themthat in fact it does
make a significant difference. So I'mformally
presenting these petitions to you. | want you to know
just how inportant this issue is to these people,

their lives, their jobs, their famlies, and the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36

communi ties nmust not be ignored in this decision

And | will tell you that these signatures
do not reflect individuals that are antisal non. They
want to see the return of the salnon. They want a
solution that gives a future both to salnmon and to
peopl e.

So where should we focus our efforts? We
can take steps right now that will make a rea
di fference. We can increase the screening of
di versions, we can install advanced hydroel ectric
turbi nes, we can focus on conditions in the estuaries
in the ocean, we can inprove habitat, and we can take
i mredi ate steps to stop predation by caspian terns at
Rice Island, an island created by the federa
governnent, by other birds and fish, and by narine
manmal s.

Next nonth is when the state of |daho will

submt its formal and conprehensive eval uation of the

Al -H paper. It will include solid and tinely
scientific data, and it will contain recomendations
which will inprove sal non and steel head runs now. And

that's the key.
Ladi es and gentlenen, you sit here today at
ground zero of the sal non debate. It is here in Idaho

where the whol e process starts. Here is where the
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Sal nron are part of our history. They are

part of our econony. And a part of our way of life.

We in Idaho are m ndful of a

responsibility. Ildaho will do its part. But we
cannot and will not do it alone. Ohers nust share in
the effort as well.

Chal l enging work |lies ahead. | | ook

forward to working with you to develop and inplenent a

sal non recovery plan that can be supported

bi ol ogi cally, econonically and political

ly.

I do not believe breaching is the answer.

There are other answers. Let's pursue them together

i medi ately.

Thank you very mnuch.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Governor.
Joe Stegner, followed by J.D. WIIians,
foll owed by Wayne Meyer.
Joe Stegner? J.D. Wllianms? Followed by

Wayne Meyer, followed by Lawrence Denny.

J.D.? Wayne Meyer, followed

by Lawr ence
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Denny, followed by Pete Cenarussa

MR, WAYNE MEYER: Thank you. | am
State Representative Wayne Meyer. | represent
District 2 in the state of |daho, which is the Post
Fal | s area.

Qutside the legislature | ama farner.

Over the years | have shipped several truck
| oads of grain to Lewi ston, Central Ferry, and Pasco
for shipnent by barge down the river.

| grewup in a small community called
Col ton, Washi ngton, between Lewi ston and Pul |l man. |
married a farner's daughter from Dayton, WAshi ngton.

| have personally delivered grain to
Al mota, and also Lyon's Ferry, the grain facility that
was in the picture that was shown when | cane in.

There are extensive amunts of grain that
are shipped through these facilities, fromthe dryland
regi ons of the Palouse. The farners in these areas
have retool ed their operations to take advantage of
these grain ports, since many of the railroad |ines
have been renmoved fromthe farm ng regions of the
Pal ouse.

Last two days ny wife and nother-in-Iaw
were here in town. We went to lunch yesterday with

sonme relations. He happened to be a nenber of a
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fishing group. And before |ong our conversation got
around to the dam breaching subject. He asked how is
this going to affect you personally. How rmuch is it
goi ng to cost you?

I think Representative Mader gave you those
figures.

He says, well, the railroad will just cone
in and pick up where the barges left off.

| called a representative of the railroad
this morning to find out what it cost to build a nmle
of railroad track. That figure is $800,000 for one
mile.

To conclude, in ny opinion, the econom c
i npact statenment is gravely underesti mated.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you

very much. Lawence Denny, followed by Peter
Cenarussa, followed by Ruby Stone.

MR. LAWRENCE DENNY: Thank you. My

name i s Lawence Denny. | am a nenber of the |daho
House of Representatives. |'malso the assistant
majority leader. | represent District 9, which

represents Gem Washi ngton, and Payette Counti es.
When it conmes to this debate, we need to

ask the question, how do we restore our sal non? Wen
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we ask that question, we find that dam breaching is
the option that has the nobst drastic consequences and
the least |ikely opportunity of succeeding.

Therefore, I'mhere today to testify
agai nst the dam breachi ng and destroying the four
Lower Snake River dans.

As much as | would like to say that one
sol uti on woul d solve the problem we know that that
won't happen. We don't have conclusive science that
proves that destroying four dans on the Snake River
will recover fish.

We have supposition. We have a conputer
nodel based upon assunptions, and those assunptions do
not match the facts.

The Path nodel predicted that only 20 to 30
percent of salnon snolts would survive the trip
downst ream past ei ght dans. However, facts show that
57 percent of the snolts are surviving the trip

There's a lot that we don't know. This
problemis nmuch broader than the four Lower Snake
Ri ver dans. W have 26 West Coast runs of sal mon and
steel head that are listed as threatened or endangered.
There are anot her eight which are candi dates for
listing.

Of these 34 runs only four pass the | ower
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f our Snake River dams.

Common sense tells us that taking out these

four dams will not solve the problens for the other 30
runs.

Breachi ng dans wi ||l have an inpact on our
air quality. It will have an inpact on our water

quality. And our resident fish species. And it wll
not recover the sal mon runs.

We do not want to send 75 million tons of
sedi nent down t he Snake and Col unbia Rivers. That
will destroy the resident fish populations. W do not
want to replace clean, renewabl e hydropower with
natural gas turbines that add tons of carbon dioxide
to the air. W do not want to endanger the health of
our children by adding air pollution. W do not want
to put our farners out of business by increasing their
costs of power and transportation.

We need a common sense sol ution, and
breaching the dans is not that solution.

Thank you very much

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Lawr ence.

Peter Cenarussa, followed by Ruby Stone,

and then | amjust going to double-check to see if

some of the folks, we started a |little earlier than
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sone of the fol ks we had spoken to earlier, so let nme
see if Guy Dodson or Vinni Penro are here.

Pet er Cenarussa? Ruby Stone?

M5. RUBY STONE: Thank you, Madam
Chai r man.

Madam Chair, ny name is Ruby Stone and | am
a State Representative fromDistrict 17 here in Boise.

| oppose any sal non recovery neasures that
i ncl ude breaching of dans or the exploration of I|daho
wat er for flow augnentation

O her nore reasonable and cost effective
nmet hods are available to us in the effort to recover
fish runs. Indeed breaching my doom not only the
poor runs we are trying to save but other runs on the
Col unbia and tributaries downstream fromthe dam

Breachi ng coul d al so endanger the many
ot her species that have come to depend on the 14,000
acres of wetlands those dams have created.

Consider this: Up to 75 mllion tons of
silt currently estimated to |ie behind the four dans
wi |l wash downstreamif they are breached. That silt
will clog the river and bury spawni ng beds for
downst ream runs.

32 Northwest runs of sal non and steel head

are listed as either threatened or endangered or are
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candi dates for listing.

How many of those runs will be w ped out if
this msguided effort to save the four that nust pass
t hrough the dans?

It is tenmpting to think that one sinple
action can bring back the fish. Breaching dans
appeals to that part of the hunman el ement that doesn't
want to be burdened with conpl ex probl ens.

But this is one of the nost conpl ex
probl enms the Northwest has ever faced.

We might long for a silver bullet, but
recovering our salnmon and steel head runs will require
a nultifaceted sol ution.

The effects of breaching on our regiona
econony have been downplayed in the nmedia in a ngjor
way.

The four danms have a capacity of 3,000
megawatts of power. The experts tell us we will
shortly face an energy deficit in the region of 3,000
megawatts. Breaching woul d doubl e that deficit.

Qur options to replace that | oss would be
natural gas generation at three tines the cost of
power fromthe hydro plants, or coal generation of
four and a half tines the cost, or nuclear power at

six tines.
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It flies in the face of common sense to
restore these very real assets on a risky and
expensive roll of the dice such as breaching. It is
especially ridiculous to breach when other surer
options are avail abl e.

We need to renenber the sal non recovery
efforts that didn't work were desi gned by sone of the
same peopl e who now want to breach the dans.

Shoul d we trust that again? Thank you, but
I think not.

Thank you very much.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Ruby.

And before | read down this whole list, |et
me just see, are there any nore elected officials in
the roomthat | skipped at the begi nning that want to
cone to the m crophone?

Okay. Thank you to all the elected
officials. And let us nove on now to the public
testimony, and we will continue in exactly the sane
fashi on that we have been doing so far, and | thank
you all again for your patience and for hol di ng back
that clapping that I know we all really like to do.

Al right. So we will start with Russ

Bragnee, followed by Scott Bosse, followed by Thomas
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Joseph.

Russ?

MR. RUSS Bl AGNEE: Bi agnee. My nane
is Russ Biagnee. | amwth the Idaho Wldlife
Federation. Thank you.

Over the course of human history there have
been many causes that have caught the hearts and
i magi nati on of the average citizen.

These causes usually started with only a
handf ul of individuals, and they would not turn their
heads away, no matter what the personal pain was, or
the sacrifice, or the challenges that they net upon
those with opposite points of view

They somehow found inner strength to fight
the good fight, and every time, every tine that that
happened in our history, mankind was well| served.

Let me give you sonme exanples of that in
sonme recent history. WeIlIl, maybe not so recent.

Rermenber when sl avery was an inportant part
of our econony in this country? And if you were to
talk to the public officials during that era, and to
the | eaders, and to the people who had control of the
nmoney, you were told that you could not possibly have
any kind of business activity w thout slavery.

And we found out sonething. W had to
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fight a war to do it, but it was untrue.

Can you inmagine what it would be like if we
didn't allow wonen to vote in this country? W were
told that by doing that somehow it woul d destroy
politics. And nothing could be further fromthe
truth.

Can you i magi ne what woul d happen if we
didn't adopt safety in our workplace and didn't
control the environment, for not only our workers, our
enpl oyees, but for their well-being, and for the
future of the nation?

Can you i magi ne what we would be like if we
didn't have those rules and regul ati ons?

And renmenber when you were told that
sonmehow busi ness would fail if we adopted safety in
t he workpl ace?

| renmenber when the Environnental Species
Act was adopted. We were told that sonehow that was
going to destroy the econony of this country.

And each and every tinme when nan has
stepped up to solve a problemthat he has caused, we
have found ourselves able, not only to overcone the
obstacl e, but we have been able to inprove it.

Now | suggest to you we have that chall enge

today with the sal non in |daho.
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This is a very critical issue to all of us
and very emotional. But | suggest to you that we can
find a way to solve the problem

W need to breach the danms. Did.

You notice that we didn't have this problem
until we built then? We did not have the silt unti
we built them We did not have the loss until we
built them

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Excuse ne.
You need to finish.

MR, RUSS Bl AGNNE: Thank you very
much.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Russ.

Scott Bosse, followed by Thomas Joseph,
followed by Cliff Wgsl and.

Scott? And again if you could all junp up
when you hear your nane and nove right up here, we
woul d appreciate that.

MR. SCOTT BOSSE: Thank you. M nane
is Scott Bosse, and | represent Idaho Rivers United.
It's good to see you all again.

I would like to start out again by saying
on behalf of Idaho Rivers United, we support

Alternative 4 in the Arny Corps Draft EI'S, which
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i nvol ves dam breaching. W also support a
conprehensive recovery plan in the Al -H paper that
i ncludes but is not limted to dam breaching on the
Lower Snake River.

We chose these alternatives because dam
breaching is the only alternative that addresses
sal non survival, both through the dans and through the
reservoirs. No other alternative does that.

We can argue until the noon rises over
sci ence, but you know and | know and we all know t hat
dans are the biggest human caused source of sal non
nortality.

The Path studies showed that.
Unfortunately the Path studies seemto have been
thrown in the basenent and the |ock and the key was
t hrown away.

The Path studies pointed out so clearly
that the danms were the problem by conparing upriver
and downriver stocks.

| daho stocks have declined by 90 percent
since the | ower Snake dams were built. Downriver
stocks in the Colunbia that only have positive pass
t hrough four fewer dans have not declined by 90
percent. They have hel d steady.

Everyt hi ng about these fish, virtually
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everything, about these fish, is exactly the sane.
The sane predators. The sane commercial fishing
pressures. The sanme caspian terns. The same ocean
conditions. Everything is the same about these fish.

CRI has never answered that question. Wy
are downriver stocks outperform ng |daho stocks by ten
times?

We have tried barging as our primary
recovery strategy. It hasn't worked. It's failed.
It istine to let that one die.

In 1975 when the National Mrine Fisheries
Servi ce hel ped devel op that programw th the Corps,
they hubris to stay that with this transportation
program wth this marvel ous transportation program
we can produce nore fish than existed in this river
before the | ower Snake River dans were built.

That was a farce, and we all know it is a
farce now, and it was a farce because barging
i nherently involves renmoving salnon fromthe very
envi ronnent from whi ch they have evol ved for four or
five mllion years.

Asking a fish to survive in a barge is like
asking a human to spend their life on the top of M.
Everest w thout oxygen. Those fish need that river.

Now, politicians and bureaucrats alike are
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extrenely fond of saying there is no silver bullet. |
don't know how many tines we have heard that today.

| say any recovery plan that does not
i nvol ve dam breachi ng and restoring normative river
habi tat amobunts to shooting bl anks.

If we were to try rebuilding a car in our
garage, you do not spend all your tinme, energy and
nmoney focusing on hood ornaments, hub caps, and
wi ndshi el d wi pers, and ignore the engine.

The | ower Snake River is the engine that
drove the Snake River salnon, and while we waste our
time on caspian terns, fish friendly turbines,
elimnating what little harvest remains, that amounts
to ignoring the engine, these fish.

I have one concl uding corment. |n Governor
Kit zhaber's speech | ast week he quoted Theodore
Roosevelt. He said in any nonent in decision the best
thing you can do is the right thing. The worst thing
you can do is nothing.

Del ay is not sone benign and pl ace hol der
it is a choice to abandon the Col unbia River
ecosystem

We are not willing to abandon our sal non.
There are ways that we can make up for the benefits of

those dans. |It's up to you to explore them
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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
Scott.

Thomas Joseph, followed by Ciff Wagsl and,
foll owed by Any Haak, and again if you could hold your
appl ause, thank you.

MR. THOVAS JOSEPH: My nane is Thonms
Joseph, and | am standi ng here before you today
because of the DNA that runs through ny blood, the
heritage that's inside of ne, ny ancestors that have
put me here today.

There are sone things that | want to throw
out to you guys, to the audience, and to the officials
up there, just a thought that cane to ny mnd while
was |listening to sone of the representatives.

How can we kill off one of the species to
save another? Also how can representatives of the
state disrespect and belittle the Tribes of the state
whi ch they work together on?

Work together. And do what's best for the
state, which is your job. And pledge. O©h, and

pl ease, be honorabl e.

Today there are will be tal k about don't
take out the dans because people will suffer. O take
out the danms because people will suffer

What we need to tal k about today is what is
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best for the salnon. For the good of progress, the
sal nron have suffered. And it nust stop

No | onger can people of this region think
about what is good for themselves. No |onger can the
peopl e of this region |let the abuse of our rivers our

fish, or culture, our heritage continue to exist.

It istine to fight for what is right. It
is time to think of our descendents. It is tinme to
admt of our wongs. It is tine to save our sal non.

It istine to take out the | ower four dans
on the Salmon River. Not because it's good for |daho.
Not because it's good for |daho's economy. Not
because we are going to beconme wealthy over it. And
not because of the treaties.

But because of the people, -- not because
of the people that want them renoved. But because it
wi |l save the sal nbn, but because you strive, you
folks up there on the table, you strive to do your job
to the best of your ability.

But because you know it's tinme to correct
the wongs. It is time to ask our Mother Earth to
hel p us in our recovering process.

But the only way she will help us is if
everyone in this region honors her, believes in her

| oves her, and trusts her



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

53

Take out those danms. And she will do the
magi ¢ and she will show her |ove back to us.

We nust turn over the rivers to our Mother
Earth. Qur nother earth, by renoval, renoval,
renmoval .

When this teamarrived -- Okay. Hold on
Okay.

Along time ago a teamarrived in the
Nort hwest sent by the United States, and they arrived
out here starving. And what was the nedicine that
brought them back to health? It was those sal non.
Those people that cane over here to bring the
Nort hwest region to the United States, because the
United States Governnment knows how val uable this
region is, they were saved by sal non.

Now t he descendents of those sal non that
saved those people are suffering. They are dying off,
t hey are becomning extinct.

It is tine for us, descendents of those
peopl e that canme over here so the Northwest becones
the United States, to save those sal nmon to saved our
heritage. To save those sal non that nade the
Nort hwest part of the United States.

Al 1'"ve got to stay, another thing |I've

got to say for our representatives --



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

54

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Real qui ckly,
Thomas.

MR. THOVAS JOSEPH: Okay. For the
Congressi onal representatives fromldaho, listen to
tone what the true representatives of Idaho have to
say, and that is everybody in this audi ence.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG ciff
Wagsl and, followed by Any Haak, followed by Nathan
Hol | i nswort h.

MR, CLI FF WAGSLAND: My nanme is Cliff
Wagsland. | live in the Lewis & Clark valley. And
am t hankful to talk to everybody here today.

My nmessage to everybody here is
cooperation. Everybody needs to cooperate. W need
to all get out there and do our part. The Nez Perce
Tribe and the Pul p and Paper Resource Commi ssion
Counci |l has been working together on hatch boxes,
stream si de hatch boxes, very normal, natural things
that will give us our native sal non back, if we can
get the Bosses and the MCarthys that run these groups
to actually get out of their lawsuit filing offices,
get these peopl e organi zed, everybody here, we have a
ot of energy in this room if we could put all of

that energy together, get out in the streans, have an
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adopt the stream just |ike the adopt the highways,
adopt the hatch box, a hundred thousand hatch boxes.

How many fish do you think we could get out
of that?

You know, we got the eagle back, but I
don't think we blasted that thing back into existence.
If you have ten mule deer standing out in the field,
am sure not going to shoot five of themto help them
get back and then blame the fences because there's
only five left.

You need to stop killing themfirst. 98
percent go out in the ocean, 5 percent cone back
There's not very many. Stop killing the fish.

For a few years, we could have sone sal non
farms. Five, six years, get the stream runs back

You know, we need to cooperate. W have a
| ot of predators out there. We do not have a silver
bullet. W have a |ot of problens. W need to
address each one. And | do not believe that dam
breaching is one of them

| support M. Sandy's comments and Governor
Kepthorne's, and | believe that if everyone can
cooperate and work together on this issue you, and
actually get out of your office and into the stream

And don't kill them Not for a while
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anyway. Let them cone back.

| saw sone bal d eagles on the way over
here. Beautiful. Mjestic. But we didn't kill them
W let them come back.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
aiff.

Any Haak, followed by Nathan Hollinsworth,
foll owed by Pat Barcl ay.

MS. AMY HAAK: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak to you today. M nane is Any
Haak and | am the owner of a high tech consulting
busi ness | ocated here in Boise.

I will be conmmenting on the DEI'S and the
Al | -H paper.

| support Alternative 4 in the Draft EI'S
and Alternative Ain the Al-H paper.

Breachi ng the four | ower Snake dans is the
only neans of fully restoring salnmon runs to the
Sal non Ri ver Basin.

Sal non recovery, not just species survival,
must be the goal. Wthin this context any option put
forth fromthe Draft EIS and the All-H paper nust
i ncl ude breaching of these dans in conjunction with an

aggressive plan to nmitigate adversely affected
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parties.

As a business owner | amwell aware of what
seenmi ngly mnor increases in the cost of doing
busi ness can do to your bottomline.

But as a consultant, | nust be willing to
make the investnents necessary to neet the changing
needs and demands of ny clients.

The citizens of this country are your
clients, and it is your job to do what is best for the
majority of your clients.

Thi s does not nean just the Port of
Lewi ston, the grain producers, the al unm num i ndustry,
Potl atch, or even residents of the Northwest, but
rather all of the citizens of the United States.

Currently you are doing a disservice to
your clients. Barging subsidies, and the three
billion dollars spent to date on sal non recovery while
the fish have continued to decline adversely affects
every citizen of this country.

You have before you the opportunity and the
ability to correct these m stakes and do the right
thing for everyone.

There's no mitigation for the |oss of
sal nron and steel head. The peopl es whose lives are

intertwined with these species will |ose their jobs
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and their way of life if the fish do not recover.
There is no substitute.

However, for those that are dependent on
the dans for barging and irrigation, there are other
options. Rail term nals and an inproved hi ghway
network can replace barging as a means of noving
conmodities to nmarket.

The governnent should be | ooking at ways to
change the infrastructure of the region so that the
needs of the residents are nmet and the sal non are
restored. Rather than continuing to spend nearly a
billion dollars a year on technol ogi cal fixes such as
bargi ng that don't work

Opti ons based on severely unused
restrictions in the upper basin and the flushing of
Eastern | daho water through the systemw |l have
adverse inpacts on many of the residents and
busi nesses of ldaho and ultimately will still not save
t he sal non.

The mpjority of scientists agree that dam
renmoval is the best option for restoring Snake River
salmon. The mejority of the citizens want sal non
returned to the Sal non River.

St udi es have shown that the region wll

benefit economically, fromthe growth of the sport
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fishing and commercial fishing industries.
Substantial sums of noney will be saved by ending
expensive, ineffective technol ogical fixes and
government funded subsidies for barging.

You have before you a uni que opportunity to
determ ne whether a species will be allowed to
continue to exist or nmust instead go the way of the do
do.

Breaching the dams is the right thing to
do, socially, biologically, economcally and
ethically. You owe it to your clients, the citizens
of this country, to do the right thing. |If you don't
and these magnificent fish are | ost, future
generations will never forgive you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Any.

Nat han Hol | i nsworth, Pat Barclay, and
Sierra Laverty, | think it is, and, again, please hold
your cl appi ng.

Thanks very nuch

MR. NATHAN HOLLI NGSWORTH: My name is
Nat han Hol | i nswort h.

I am a graduate of the University of

W sconsin and now make ny living fishing in Riggins,

| daho.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

60

I grew up on the Colunbia River and
wi tnessed first hand the last tine Kettle Falls flowed
freely behind Grand Coul ee Dam and Lake Roosevel't
reservoir, the very reservoir that will replace the
lost irrigation water on the |ower Snake.

Whet her we realize it or not the stage has
been set, the future of ldaho is tourism Sal mon and
steel head fishing will support all upstream
conmunities. It is a great day for the people of
| daho.

Today we can cel ebrate the Frank Church
wi | derness, the | argest contiguous wlderness area in
the lower United States. Through this w | derness
flows the |Iongest free flowing river in the | ower
United States, 425 niles of natural spawning habitat.

The Sal nron River has over 100 nmj or
tributaries that are ripe for spawning. Wat we have
in our state is a national treasure that is too great
to be ignored.

By saving the Salnon River and the Frank
Church Wl derness, this state has gone the nine yards.
It is now fourth and one and tine to go for the first
down. No punting.

Breach the dans. The Col unbia River was

once the richest fishery in the entire world.
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VWhen Grand Coul ee Dam went in, the fish
runs on the north fork of the Colunbia were | ost
forever.

Today we are tal king about the south fork
of the Col unbia, the Snake, the Clearwater and the
Sal non Rivers. These Idaho Rivers make up one-hal f of
the richest fishery in the entire world. The people
of Idaho have cared about the fish for centuries. The
I ndi ans, the trappers, pioneers, ranchers and citizens
| oved these fish.

Today the people of Idaho | ove these fish.

When the Sal non River was dammed at Sun
Beam the locals blew it out when they saw the effects
on the fish run.

When the | ower Snake dans were put in it
was inmportant to find hydropower to support Hanford.

Today the Cold War is over and these dans
are no | onger needed.

G eat m stakes have been nmade, and these
forunms and studies are the first step towards saving
what we haven't ruined yet. Safe the frank, safe the
| ast best rivers, safe the farthest inland runs of
sal mon, and save the south fork of the Col unbia.

The reason | am up here today is because

the laws of ny country allow ne to voice ny opinions.
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| agree to live by these laws for the greater good of
my country. By living by these laws, we will all
acconplish nore together.

I now ask our | eaders to do what is right
and live by these sane laws. | ask our |eaders to
honor the treaties they made with the Native
Ameri cans.

| ask our leaders to |ive by the Endangered
Speci es Act, the very |law they made thensel ves.

If the dans are breached, everyone w ns.
Lewi ston wi ns because when the trees are gone, they
wi |l have the transportation and hi ghway system needed
to survive.

The Pal ouse wi ns because when the trains
return, the towms will be reborn.

The upstream comunities win with return
fishing industry.

The state of |Idaho wi ns because future
generations will be able to enjoy this wonderfu
speci es.

The United States w ns because we are al
setting the tone for a culture revolution

Through this process | have heard peopl e
scream envi ronnentalists. To these people | scream

educat ed, scientific decision naking.
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| ask President Clinton to hear our cry and
make the nost inportant decision of his Presidency.
Free the sal non, pull the plug on the Snake.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Nat han.

Pat Barclay, followed by Sierra Laverty,
foll owed by Tom Stuart, followed by a brief break.

MS. PAT BARCLAY: My name is Pat
Barclay. And | am here today speaking for a group
call ed Idaho United for Fish and Water, which includes
19 organi zati ons representing thousands of |dahoans.

We oppose breaching the dans and we oppose
t he use of Idaho water for flow augnentation

A new study is just com ng out by Canadi an
researcher Dr. David Welch. In this study it shows
that Snake River stocks migrate in the ocean to that
area around Vancouver |sland. Hanford reach stocks
mgrate farther north.

This is inportant because Hanford Reach
stocks are in the cold water with fewer predators, and
t he Snake River stocks are in warmer ocean conditions
with nmore predators, which could be one expl anation.

But we won't ever know if we spend all of
our tinme | ooking at breaching the dans. Breaching

those dans will not change where the fish mgrate, and
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it will not change the ocean conditions.

I'"d like to read a letter from Senator
James McClure, United States Senator, retired. |daho
comon sense says it's wong to ganble our future and
the future economic health and the future of our
sal nron on a single unproven roll of the dice. W nust
focus on actions that are feasible. |It's fruitless to
di scuss options that cannot happen and will not
revitalize wild fish runs.

We nust devote our tine and resources to
i mprovi ng techni ques that are working and findi ng new
actions we can take that will have the best chance to
save sal non.

Sonme of these actions include continuing to
i mprove transportation.

98 percent of transported snmolts according
to pit tag data reach the estuary a life. Transported
fish return to spawn at twice the rate of the fish
mgrating in river. W can inprove habitat for fish
passage. We can install better fish screens. W can
nodi fy the spillways and upgrade bypass facilities.

We can speed up the elimnation of predator |osses to
mari ne manmmal s and birds. We can nodify dam
operations. W can address harvest probl ens.

We need to use the voice of reason and
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common sense to | ook at those things that we can do
now to save the sal non.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Pat .

Sierra Laverty, followed by Tom Stuart.
Sierra? Tom Stuart.

MR, TOM STUART: My daughter Sierra
is afifth generation |Idahoan and she wanted to say a
few words. | amgoing to put a chair up so she can
reach the m ke.

MS. S| ERRA LAVERTY: Hello. My nane
is Sierra Laverty. | live in Boise.

And the government made a proni se when they
put in the dans. The promse to all of us kids that
sal ron woul dn't go extinct. Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Sierra. Tom Stuart.

MR, TOM STUART: That's a tough act
to fol | ow.

Wl cone back to Boise. | would extend a
speci al wel come to you, General Stock

| spent 31 years in a blue uniform So
it's always nice to see another uniform here

Wel cone to Boise, all of you. | am Board
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President of Idaho Rivers United. 1'll conment on
both the DEIS and the All-H paper just briefly.

When the four |ower Snake dams were built
we truly believed we could maintain healthy sal non
runs. We know now that that sinply wasn't true. W
made a m stake with those dams. They didn't nmke
sense then and they don't nmake sense now.

The big question is not what sal non need.
We concur with the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service
recommendation, with that of many others, that
breaching is required.

The big issue is dealing with the fear of
change, and taking care of people, while we undue a
four dam mi st ake.

Now, breaching we know restores around
25,000 fish related jobs in the region, and up to
5,000 jobs in Idaho. And Idaho would benefit further
from about 1,000 permanent jobs that shift into upper
areas, that include our state, and 20,000 or so, union
wage jobs additionally that will be needed during the
breachi ng peri od.

But let's not forget the few people who
will need help with the programlike this. | wll
have a question about that |ater

I wanted to offer some technical input to



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

67

you, specifically Rick, about the science issue, the
DEI'S and All -H papers.

| really think abandoning fish barging is
totally appropriate. It hasn't worked sufficiently
well in 20 years to reverse the |oss of these stocks,
and | have no confidence that it ever wll.

In your CRI nmethod, Rick, there are sone
mej or problens in understatenent of the true
extinction risk.

One involves the quasi extinction threshold
of one fish that | don't believe is nearly
conservative enough.

And the second issue is ignoring the
popul ation trend in favor of sone average popul ation
growh rates over tine, which also tends to ignore the
accelerated rate of decline that we are currently
experi encing.

And we have al so for some unknown reason
i gnored the post-1990 brood year popul ation data after
a very recent revision.

Al'l these tend to understate the true
extinction risk in your docunent. | think that needs
to be fixed.

Anot her notable problem | think the CRI is

using the wong SAR' s, the wong snolt adult surviva
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rates. They are using four times, rates four time
hirer in fact than the actual SAR s neasured for many
years.

These critical paranmeters must be brought
into line with observed data. Wen you use the exact
-- the observed survival data, the CRl concl usions
change. 1In fact the changes are dramatic. They are
di fferent than what you briefed today.

The nost inportant is no |longer first year
nortality. |It's now post-Bonneville nortality.

Last, the CRI and E-Fi sh appendi ces both
use inproper sensitivity analyses. The resulting
concl usi ons point erroneously to inproved habitat as
t he nunber one managenent tool for recovering |Idaho
spring and summer Chinook in pristine wlderness
wat ersheds. That's an indefensible position.

Wth these errors corrected, CRl points
clearly to damremval is a key step in sal non
recovery, and to delay as a major risk.

A coupl e of econom c points here. The
Al |l -H paper really needs to analyze the conparative
cost of the alternatives. The data shows that
breachi ng strategi es are cheapest.

Sone errors in Drew. The 82 million dollar

i ncreased recreation is too low. The gains in |Idaho



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

69

al one are that |arge.

And | will conclude here. Drew also
i gnores Clean Water Act conpliance cost, 125 mllion
buck per year item and flow augnentation cost, which
is 430 mllion.

So in conclusion, we need to take care of
sal ron and the people who depend on them by breachi ng.
That's the only strategy that works.

And for the few affected by breaching, we
need to devise the alternative shipping and mtigation
progranms which are absolutely required. That's howto
take care of the people, all of them and not just a
few And that's what we need in this decision.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay.

MR, TOM STUART: I was going to ask a
question, if | mght, about the nitigation plans.

Is there any tinme we can expect a
mtigation plan to be on the street?

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG | think I'd
like to ask you to ask that at a break, and we are
going to take a ten m nute break

The people that are up when we cone back
are Pat Ford, Bill Clark and Lilisha Moses.

Thank you all very much. We will start

promptly in ten mnutes.
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(Short recess).
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Al right. So
for the folks that are here right now, let ne |let now
that we are only on nunber nine at this point, and now
I think you will understand why | am been trying to
i mpress upon everybody the need not to clap, and to
get right up to the m crophone.
I was hoping we would be nore about nunber
15.
Also | would like to inpress upon you to
pl ease stop talking. | really don't like to have to
interrupt you and ask you to walk away fromthe
m crophone. But on behal f of everybody el se, please
wat ch your tinme and pl ease be done when the bel
rings. O even better yet, before the red light cones
on.
Al right. So with that, let me al so ask,
a nunber of people have asked that | ask you to turn
of f your cell phones. They are really pretty
di sruptive for folks sitting around you that are
trying to listen to what is going on.
Also again let nme remnd you to state your
name and al so the organi zation that you are with, with
any organi zation, and say that for that clearly for

our court reporter.
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And with that, are our panelists ready to
hear nore testinony?

We are on nunber nine. W are going to
keep noving right through

And | might be able to strike a deal with
the panel here, if we can get you all to hold your
clapping and follow with the three mnutes, we m ght
be able to go over the five o'clock tine and try to
hear everybody that's on the list. So if you can help
me, then | will do ny best to help you with these
fol ks.

So with that, Pat Ford, followed by Bil
Clark, followed by Lilisha Mses.

MR, PAT FORD: Thank you. M nane is
Pat Ford. | am Executive Director of the Save Cur
W1l d Salmon coalition, and | have lived in |daho for
49 years.

Save Qur WId Salnon Coalition is a diverse
group of 54 organizations; sport fishing, commercia
fishing, fishing business, conservation groups in the
Nort hwest. W represent about 400,000 people in the
Nort hwest, and our nenbers represent about 8,000 jobs
in the Northwest.

Save Qur WId Salnon Coalition considers

partial removal of the four |ower Snake River dans,
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t he cornerstone biologically, econonically and
politically of a Conprehensive Plan to restore
harvest abl e popul ati ons of wild salnon to the Col unbi a
and Snake Rivers. Not the only action, but the

cor ner st one.

So far are 400 groups across the nation
representing six mllion Americans have endorsed the
partial removal of these danms. As of yesterday we
have accunul ated 107, 000 separate individual coments
which you will be getting. Some of them you al ready
have, from people all over Anerica, in support of
renmovi ng these dans.

The NMFS regional director here has made
statenments that pit Col unbia Basin sal non, Col unbia
Ri ver sal non agai nst Snake River sal non. There's
limted dollars, linmted political wll.

The exact opposite is the case. W will
not restore Colunbia River salnon unless we restore
Snake River sal non, and vice versa. That is true
bi ol ogi cally, econonmically and politically. W are
convinced of it.

I want to give our view of the 4-Hs, and
whether 1'I1 get they all four or not before ny tine,
| don't know

We agree there are four, but they are not
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the same four. They are habitat, harvest, humans and
honor .

The foundation His habitat. SOS believes
restoring and protecting natural habitat processes
and conditions nust underlie any and all effective
actions to restore salnon and steel head.

There is no separate hydro H It is
fatally m sl eading and fundamentally flawed to say as
NVFS officials say repeatedly the key is habitat, we
can't focus just on hydro.

The intense attention of these hearings to
the | ower Snake dans is fully justified by the fact
that the nmost critically degraded habitat for Col unbia
and Snake River salnon, is the migratory habitat of
the dans and reservoirs, affecting all species,
resting habitat affecting all species, and spawni ng
and rearing habitat particularly affecting fal
Chi nook.

It is tinme for the adm nistration to stop
saying and acting as if habitat is one thing and hydro
is another. |It's time for the administration to stop
saying that it is guided by habitat restoration, by
conservi ng ecosystens, when it is actions in the nost
critically degraded portion of habitat are to put 60

to 90 percent of mgrating young salnon in an
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ecosystem cal | ed barge, or an ecosystem called truck.

Is that three m nutes?

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG That was three

m nut es.

MR, PAT FORD: Good gri ef.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Yes, it is
qui ck. So thank you very nuch.

MR. PAT FORD: You are wel cone.

MS. DONNA SILVERBERG: |If you have
written conment, we would love to have them and you
could do the tape recording.

Now, watch the applause now. Cone on, if
you want to stay |onger.

Followed by Bill Clark, followed by
Lilisha Moses, followed by Ron McMurray.

MR. GENE BRAY: Honor ed assenbly,
General Strock, | am Gene Bray of Meridian. | am
of fering comments fromthe perspective of Captain
Wlliam Cl ark, former governor of Mssouri Territory,
superintendent of Indian Affairs and with the esteened
Captai n Maryweat her Lewis, Explorer of the once
magni fi cent rivers of the Northwest.

Returning to these waters after 15 years |
am overcone with despair as to find the Col unbia and

Snake River sal mon many nearly eradicated by the
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nation I so once proudly served.

| amfilled with the nelancholy | have not
previously known. Not only at the breadth of this
tragedy but at the purposeful ness with which our
peopl e have enbarked upon this destructive course.

The Corps of Discovery discovered 122
unknown ani mals, none nmore plentiful than salnmn. So
plentiful as to nake these rivers boil in the manner
of turbulent rapids, so plentiful a man could pul
ashore and in a single place see 10,000 pounds being
cured by native bands who |ived judiciously but
prosperously besides these waters.

It is not a coincidence that when the Snake
Ri ver flowed, as one of our nen noted, swifter than
any horse could run, it was swollen with mllions of
Sockeye, coho and Chi nook.

Nor is it surprising that because the
danming efforts of this nation transformed these
living waters into stagnant ponds, relatively few
sal mon remain.

We first tasted the salmon of the Pacific
al ong the Lenhigh R ver when we took fellowship with
t he Shoshone people. But the sal non were sweetest as
we struggled out of the terrible nountains of the

Cl earwat er country, an ordeal of such rigor that ny
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men ate even their candl es.

Fortune provi ded our greeting by the
Nemepu, the Nez Perce, who fed us sal non and canus
root. We were so starved we ate ourselves ill.

The Nez Perce again gave us hospitality as
we waited for the nelting of the snows in the high
country on the return hone.

I hunbly extend my regrets and apologies to
Chief Twisted Hair and his people for the wanton
carel essness and sel fi shness of the people of ny
nati on who | ater pushed west.

The Nez Perce honored their word, we
continued to violate ours, in no small neasure by our
refusal to better aid dwi ndling sal non popul ati ons.

You have taken fromthese |ands and rivers
in every manner possible. Your danaged severed the
arteries that brings subsistence and life for the
rivers, the streans, the giant white pine, and all the
animals and plants that fornerly thrived there.

Can you not give back in sone small neasure
under these dire circumnmstances?

Four dans? Nay, four dikes are little to
ask for those who have profited so nuch.

Honor President Thomas Jefferson and his

Corps of Discovery by distinguishing yourselves as the
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noder n Cor ps of Recovery.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Bill.

Lilisha Moses, followed by Ron McMirray,
foll owed by Ted Koch.

MS. LI LI SHA MOSES: H. | amlLilisha
Moses with the Nez Perce Tribe. And I'd like to start
out with saying ny dad, the late Lester Moses, Sr.
believed in his fishing rights and the fishing rights
of our Tribes during the fight for the fishing rights
at Rapid River. He went to jail. He got in fights.
And he was hospitalized twice, just going down there
so he could fight for his fishing rights down there at
Rapi d River.

And those were his beliefs, so that's what
he woul d do. He wanted his rights for his children
and their children there at Rapid River and their
usual and accustoned pl aces.

The rights are there for us at Rapid River,
and | believe the fishing will be better for us on the
Snake River once again once the danms are breached.

I caught ny first steel head when | was four
years old up on the | ocks by Sellway Falls. |

remenber thinking, | don't knowif | could pull this
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in, yelling for ny dad. Help, | can't do this.

All he did was grab the canera and tell ne
| could doit. You can do it.

My cousins were trying to take the fishing
pole fromnme, but my dad wouldn't let them He wanted
me to pull ny first steelhead in. | didit. And | am
proud of it. And | know he was, too.

I want this to live on. | want my unborn
children to go through what | have and many others
have went through. It is a good feeling to catch your
first sal non or Chinook.

These nenories should be there for each
generation down the line. Fishing together helps
unite famly nmenbers, strengthening relationships.

Anot her point that | would |ike to bring up
is the respect of tribal surveys. On the triba
survey there is a greater ampunt of sal non consunmed by
Tri bal menmbers conpared to a non-tribal survey. How
could non-tribal survey know the exact consunption of
Tribal menmbers unless you are there all the time and
you could see with your own eyes how much fish we
actually do consume?

If the four Lower Snake River dans aren't
breached electric rates will not increase

significantly because these dans were not designed to



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

79

churn out | arge anobunts of power.

There has been two dans in our area that
have been breached successfully. The Lew ston dam and
the south fork on the Clearwater. The Edwards Dam on
t he Kennabeck was breached | ast June or July, and the
fish have increased since then.

As you can see, the sedi nent behind these
danms have not caused as nuch damage as they meke it
seem Here are sone exanpl es that have worked, even
with all the sedinent build-up

Breach the dans. Dam breaching will bring
911, 300,000 in construction and will bring 20,790 jobs
on the Lower Snake River. A tenporary increase in
personal incone will be 677 mllion, or an average
annual incone of 32,548 per job

Ot her construction projects include
pl acenment power facilities at 5,572 jobs and new grain
el evators at 692.

Let me see. Well, | guess that's it.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay.
Thanks, Lilisha.

Ron McMurray, followed by Ted Koch
foll owed by Steve Paul es.

MR, RON McMURRAY: Thank you. My

nanme is Ron McMurray and | am a native |dahoan
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My comrents are general and primarily
directed towards the United States Arny Corps of
Engi neers Draft Lower Snake River Feasibility Study.

Today | stand before you as a candi date for
United States Congress. And if chosen to represent
Idaho's first district, | can say wi thout a doubt that
no federal proposal to renmobve Snake River dans will
ever get my vote.

My position against breaching the Snake
Ri ver danms is backed up by evidence taken fromthe
Corps' own study. The study found that existing then
conditions today, the average survival rates through
all four dans and reservoirs on the Snake River for
juvenile salnmon is over 80 percent, and adult sal non
is 88 to 94 percent.

Yet nowhere, nowhere in this study did |
see any scientific data that could prove that renoving
t hese danms woul d restore sal non runs.

However, nmuch of the Corps' own evidence in
this feasibility study reinforces the fact that the
econoni ¢ and social effects caused by breaching the
dans woul d be devastating to this region

The annual cost to the region would be 745
mllion dollars, and they would include high cost from

hydro power, |ower farm values, punp nodification
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cost, increased nodifications in highways and
rail roads to replace barging.

And now in addition to all of that, all of
that | oss, the federal governnent, you, you, you, us,
have to cone up with taxpayer dollars to the anount of
one billion dollars to renopve those dans.

This feasibility study al so acknow edges
t hat breaching the dans woul d have adverse inpacts on
t he environment.

Fish and wildlife would be subjected to
hi gher water tenperatures, along with 50 to 75 mllion
cubi ¢ yards of eroding sedinment traveling down the
river. Qur air quality would be decreased from
i ncreased dust and em ssions caused by repl aci ng
hydroel ectric power with natural gas and repl acing
barging with highway and rail traffic.

It appears that we've | ost our focus.
Saving salnmon is no |onger the issue. Pronoting an
agenda is. And that agenda is free-flowing rivers
versus dammed rivers.

But that's not why we are here. The issue
is saving fish, not taking our dams. And | strongly
bel i eve, and new science shows, that we can build
strong fish runs by using reasonabl e and prudent

measures Wi thout, w thout destroying the backbone of
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our econony.

We can do so without renoving Snake River
dans, without massive |daho water flows, and without
crippling econom c | osses.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Ron.

Ted Koch, followed by Steve Paul es,
foll owed by Phil Brown.

MR. TED KOCH: Thanks. M nane is
Ted Koch. | am an endangered speci es hiologist from
Boi se, and | am speaking for myself as a private
citizen.

We have heard a |l ot of elected officials
tal k today about other solutions other than breaching
dans, and | just want to cone up here as a scientist
and point out that | think they are all wong.

The only way to restore Snake Ri ver sal non
is to renove the |l ower four Snake River dans.

| arrived in Idaho as a graduate student at
| daho State University in 1988, fresh off a project
where we were trying to recreate an extinct run of
Atl antic salnmon in the Connecticut River, which stil
hasn't succeeded.

And | asked my col |l eagues in the |Idaho
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chapter of the Anmerican Fisheries Society, a society
of professional fishery scientists, how the region had
the wisdomto maintain their sal mon runs.

The answer | got fromthe coll eagues was
essentially there's not been enough tinme to kill them
all vyet.

11 years later | find nyself as President
of that same organization. | |led the chapter in a
vote and a resolution that said, if society at |arge
determ nes that they want to save Snake River sal non,
then one biologically required action is to renove the
dans.

92 percent of nmy coll eagues in the |Idaho
chapter agreed with that statenent.

Since then 71 percent of ny colleagues in
the western division of the Anerican Fisheries Society
have agreed to that statenent.

Just |ast week the Oregon chapter of the
Anerican Fisheries Society voted unaninously in
support of renoving the | ower four Snake River dans as
the best scientific option for saving Snake River
sal mon.

The tenporal and spatial correlations with
how wel | |daho sal non fair conpared to how well they

fared previously when the danms were installed, how
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wel | they fared conpared to Yakima River fish runs, is
over whel mi ng evi dence.

Much of that is evidence which forns the
basis for the Path report that many referred to.

We al so have previous experience in Hells
Canyon where we suffered a dramatic extinction of a
significant portion of the Snake River sal non runs.

It should cone as no surprise that the
| oner four Snake River dans are having the sane
effect. It's just taking a little longer than it took
with Hells Canyon.

The Fish and Wldlife Service in 1946 on
this issue said to the region, there is the strongest
doubt that these added obstacles, the | ower four Snake
Ri ver Dans, can be overconme by Snake River sal non.

In 1947 the U. S. Departnent of Interior
said, recognized that if we are going to build these
danms, the present sal mon runs nust, if necessary, be
sacrificed.

We should not act surprised today that, as
scientists and decision makers, that we're faced with
the decision of renoving dans to save sal non or not.

Most recently the U S. Fish & Widlife
Service said that even the very prograns set up by

Congress to mtigate the effects of the four | ower
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Snake River dans, the Lower Snake Ri ver conpensation
Pl an Program cannot achieve its goals with the dans
in place, yet we continue to waste mllions of
t axpayer and ratepayer dollars a year

I would just as soon see ny nobney spent on
better education for ny children here in Idaho, than
continue to waste noney on failed sal non recovery
nmeasures. W have 30 years and three billion dollars
of experience in failure to have sal non and dans, too.

The governnent's pronises are holl ow

I want you to renove the dans, or give ne
nmy nmoney back

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,

Ted.

Steve Paul e foll owed by Phil Brown,
foll owed by Ann Christensen

DR. STEPHEN PAULE: Thank you. My

name is Dr. Stephen Paule. | ama retired physician,
a board menber of Idaho Rivers United.

| support breaching and Option 4.

This is the fourth sal non recovery hearing
I have attended in the |ast five years.

That fact al one neans that sonething is

terribly wong. Since ny |last testinony here in Boise
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all sal non stocks within the Colunbia Snake basin have
are now |isted under the ESA, yet no recovery plan is
in place.

Al'l the independent science says breach,
but science and commopn sense have been di scount ed.

Instead two nore dans have been added and
those are politics and PAC noney. The two dans that
stall recovery measures.

At best your 4-H recovery plan should be
titled, hem haw, hedge and hesitate.

And | say this because we were supposed to
have a '99 decision, gentlenmen and | adies, and here we
are, we heard today, that it is now February 2001, and
isn'"t it a surprise that that's just about a nonth
after the new President has been inaugurated.

The real problemis that no one is in
charge of salmon recovery. And let's |ook at the
pl ayers. Clinton Gore. The White House is where the
buck should stop. But instead the buck is tucked
away, pocket vetoed until the Novenber el ections are
fini shed.

How about NMFS and the Corps? Your bosses
are nmenbers of the cabinet under Comrerce and Defense.
Your sal non recovery plan nust have their okay and

that won't happen until after the Novenber el ections.
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How about regional politicians? W keep
heari ng about the need for a regional solution, but
until last Friday not a single prom nent regiona
politician had a recovery plan

Fi nal Iy, Governor John Kitzhaber had the
courage to cone forward and support breaching.

How about the U. S. Congress? Menbers of
Congress depend upon | earning Northwest sal non
recovery issues fromour regional senators like Larry
Craig, Mke Crapo, Gorton Smith and Sl ade Gorton.

These nen incorrectly paint a picture of an
econonic collapse in the Northwest if dans are
breached. 1t's no wonder that none in Congress wll
endor se breachi ng.

Shoul dn't Congress know i nstead that they
have wasted three billion dollars of taxpayer noney on
so-cal l ed sal non recovery measures with nothing to
show for it?

Shoul dn't Congress know t hat sal non
recovery neans 5,000 new jobs to Idaho and a 200
mllion dollar a year sal non econony for |daho?

Shoul dn't Congress know that breaking 1855
tribal treaty obligations put U S. taxpayers at risk
for tens of billions of dollars if salnon go extinct?

And how about fairness and appropriations?
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Over the last two years these Senators were able to
find 15 billion dollars to bail out the U S. farners
fromcrop | osses and | ow commdity prices.

Why then can't they find an extra 1.5
billion to breach the dans, nmitigate all |osses, and
save our fish?

Isn't preventing extinction worth that
nmuch?

So, who is in charge of sal non recovery?
My answer to that, |adies and gentlenen, is it's not
these seven people up here, it's we the people. W
the people are in charge of sal non recovery. Tinme has
run out. It's tine to speak out, nake your nessage
heard, not just in Idaho or the Northwest, but
t hroughout the United States.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Steve

Phil Brown, followed by Ann Chri stensen,
foll owed by Theresa Fl oyd.

MR. PHI L BROWN: I am Phil Brown. |
ama citizen. | was born and raised in Lew ston
| daho.
When | was a teenager | strongly recall ny

parents, and ny parents' friends, going to neetings
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such as this, hearings such as this, discussing
buil ding dans. W didn't want dans. W got them
anyway.

Don't worry about the dans, fol ks. W'l
take care of your fish.

You're the sane people that told us 25
years ago that you were going to take care of our
fish. Howin the hell can we trust you now?

My big real concern is that if the sal non
endangered species, why are we killing then? If we
went out and killed a spotted owm, we'd go to jail.
We'd get fined. W're still killing sal non.

If they're endangered, we have to stop
killing them If we're getting 80 percent of the
smol ts over the dans, then if we increase our fish
goi ng upriver, by stopping killing them we'll have
many, many nore fish than we could ever catch

But stop killing them Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Phi | .

Ann Christensen, foll owed by Theresa Fl oyd,
foll owed by Jack Fisher.

MS. ANN CHRI STENSEN: My nanme is Ann
Christensen. |I'ma citizen al so.

| learned to |ove |daho sal nbn when our
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daughters were children. During the sumers on our
ranch in the Stanley basin we'd rescue the sal non from
our irrigation ditches and run with them back to
Valley and L Creeks so they could spawn where nature

i nt ended.

In the late '70s fish screens were
installed to keep the salnmon in the creeks, but this
habitat inprovenent didn't help. W watched the
nunbers of these magnificent creatures that nade it to
the Sal mon River and its tributaries continue to
decl i ne.

| believe it's our noral duty to save
I daho's wild salnon from extinction

Science tells us that to save our sal non we
nmust renove the earthen parts the four Lower Snake
Ri ver dans.

Qur runs have declined by 90 percent over
the last 25 years while downriver runs of simlar
stocks, |ike those that spawn in the Hanford Reach
have hel d steady. These stocks nust face the sane
harvest, the sane kill erosion, the same killer
caspian terns and the sane killer seals.

The only difference is the nunber of dans
the two stocks nust negotiate as juveniles and adults.

We nust return the Lower Snake River to a
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natural river, inprove habitat, nodify hatchery
operations, and possi bly harvest, and whatever else it
will take to save our sal non.

All facets of the popul ati on nust give, not
just the fish and those who need and | ove them for so
many reasons.

These four dans and the industries they
support are heavily subsidi zed by the taxpayers.

I want ny tax noney to pay for sal non
restoration and mitigation for those that would be
hurt by the |loss of the dans. | want ny tax noney to
create jobs by rebuilding the conmercial, tribal and
sports fisheries.

I want nmy tax noney to provide up to 13,000
tenporary jobs by renoving four danms that kill our
salmon. And | want ny tax nobney to save |daho's water
for Idaho's farmers. Renpving the earthen parts of
the four danms is the only option being considered by
the U S. governnent which will not take |daho's water
to neet the requirenents of the Endangered Species
Act .

In the last 15 years ratepayers and
t axpayers have spent three billion dollars barging,
trucki ng, screening, building and runni ng hatcheries

and nodi fying the dans, with no results.
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It is time to stop studying the fish to
death and to face the truth.

By the year 2017 the Snake River sal non,
once the nost prolific runs in the Northwest and
I daho's first natural resource industry, will be gone
forever.

| believe that restored salnmon runs are
what the people of Idaho want. They do not want to
explain to future generations that they all owed their
politicians to sacrifice their salnon heritage for
four costly and sensel ess dans that shoul d never have
been built.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you

Ann.

Theresa Fl oyd, followed by Jack Fisher,
foll owed by Steve Bliss.

And if | can rem nd you on the clapping
again, |1'd appreciate that. Thank you.

MS. THERESA FLOYD: H. M nane is

Theresa Floyd. | have lived in Idaho for 33 years.
am here representing the Boise Valley Fly Fishernmen
and over 150 individual and fam |y nenbers.

We have been strong advocates for fishery
resources for over 27 years here in the Boise valley.

Over the last four years we have made it very clear
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that we treasure our |daho sal mon and steel head
resources. While many of our nmenbers have fished for
and renmenber quite vividly the large runs of adult

Chi nook returning to our rivers and streans, the
decline of our wild steelhead is also a nmajor concern.

We know that if we | ose our salnmon the | oss
of our native steelhead is alnost sure to foll ow

Qur nenbers and famlies live in |Idaho and
represent average hard working m ddle class |Idahoans
whose choice to live here is due primarily to the
qual ity outdoor opportunities this great state has to
of fer.

We |ive here to fish and to raise our
fam lies in a healthy environnment. Wthout our rich
heritage of sal non and steel head, we have | ost
sonmet hing very dear to us. Most of us have relished
the chance to support fish for Idaho sal non and
st eel head for many years.

We plan our fam |y vacations around fishing
season. It has also beconme a cherished part of us
that we refuse to depart -- it has becone a cherished
part of us that we have refused to part with even as
our fish runs continue to decline.

| feel very strongly that ny five year old

son Travis deserves to share in this vast wealth of



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

94

out door opportunities.

Speaki ng for him those opportunities nust
i nclude sal non and steelhead. It is for this primry
reason that | want to |l eave himand his generation the
| egacy of Idaho Rivers teaming with wild fish.

Is it not his birthright to experience
fully the bounty that nation has to offer here in our
great state that we proudly call honme?

The Boi se Valley Fly Fishernen have al so
been strong advocates for the best and nobst efficient
met hod of restoring our wild sal non and steel head here
in I daho.

Qur nenbers and our famlies feel strongly
that the only option that acconplishes both is the
partial renmoval of the four Lower Snake River dans.

We are an organi zation of fishing famlies who care,
not only about the salnon but also for our north Idaho
friends who may be affected by the dam breaching
deci si on.

We favor a full investnment package for
those affected by breaching but we realize, too, that
t he economy, the people of north Idaho, and the
salnmon, will be the winners if we face this tough
deci sion now to bypass these dans.

As you all have heard today, and I will say
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it once again, these dans don't make sense for people
or sal mon.

Thank you for accepting nmy comrents, as a
representative of the Boise Valley Fly Fishermen and
150 families and individuals.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Ther esa.
Jack Fisher, followed by Steve Bliss, who

just for reference is nunber 20, and followed by Keith

Ki nzer.

MR. JACK FI SHER: Thank you, Madam
Chairman. My nanme is Jack Fisher. | amthe President
of the Idaho Wldlife Federation. | ama resident of

| daho, and was born here, and have |ived here nost of
my life.

Qur affiliates which nunmber 24 equal up to
nearly 6,000 nenbers, and they sent ne here with a
nmessage for you today.

And, Ceneral, | would just like to say that
I was happy to hear you say that early on in your
openi ng statements that you were, by saving salnon is
why we are here, and that's why |I'm here, too.

The nessage that nmy constituents would |ike

to convey today is that we want to save our sal non and
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our steel head, and we want to do it now, while we
still have sone.

We support Alternative 4, which includes
t he breaching of the dams. W realize that breaching
of the danms in itself is not the answer to the
recovery for our problem but we realize also that it
is the key issue around which any program which has a
chance to save the salmon will -- that it will be
built around.

We do not support any plan that requires
addi ti onal 1daho water for flushing of sal non, because
we know at this point that that does not solve the
probl em

We al so support doing the right thing now
and let us not continue with any strategy that wll
just continue to study the sal non to death.

We have a short wi ndow here of probably
I ess than ten years in which to do sonething, and so
we need to do it now

And | would just like to close with this
statement, that | haven't heard here today, and it
woul d be a suggestion with what to do with these dans
after they are breached.

And ny suggestion, and by the way, this is

m ne, not |ldaho Wldlife Federation's, these four
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great nonunments to concrete and steel construction
could be nodified into four additional federal prisons
with a river view And we see that there is an ever
growi ng need for that, so we would hate to see these
facilities just go totally unused after we breach
t hem
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Jack.

Steve Bliss, followed by Keith Kinzer,
foll owed by Mtch Saachot ena.

Steve Bliss?

MR STEVE BLI SS: My nane is Steve
Bliss. | represent the Northwest Tinber Workers
Resource Council, and | have been in ldaho, | ama

native | dahoan for 49 years.

The question should not be, should we
breach the dams, but how can we save the sal non.

Breaching the dams is the nost radica
approach being proposed to save sal nmon. Breaching
woul d destroy the river shipping systemand could cost
taxpayers 230 nillion dollars to replace, with over
3,000 I ost jobs.

75 mllion tons of sedinment will wash down
the Col unmbi a and Snake Rivers from behind these dans,

destroyi ng both sal non and resi dent species as well
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3,000 nmegawatts of power will be |lost, as
much as the total generating capacity of |daho Power.

These are only a few of the inpacts of
breaching. Using current data breaching has as little
as two percent chance over 48 to 100 years of recovery
over nonbreaching alternatives.

O the 26 listed West Coast runs of sal non,
only four pass over the dans proposed for breaching.

This problemis nuch bigger than four dams.
We need a solution that will help these fish runs and
not just destroy four dans.

| support Alternative 3 with sone
additions. W should nake inprovements to the
juvenile fish passage, |ike turbine nodifications,
fish screens, spillway nodifications and inmprovenents
to the bargi ng system

We shoul d al so change hatchery practices so
they nore closely mmc nature, |ike the hatch boxes
bei ng used by the PPRC, the Nez Perce and the Shoban
Tri bes. These boxes increase hatch survival froma
few percent to over 90 percent, still keeping the
natural aspects of instream spawning. All spill and
added fl ow requirenments should be dropped since there
are no denonstrated benefits.

We should rel ocate the tern and cunrad
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popul ations an Rice Island. New data says we are
| osing as many as 30 percent of salnon snolts to these
birds that are on a manmade i sl and.

We shoul d reduce the marine mammal
popul ation. 30 percent of the salnon at the first
Col unbi a Ri ver dam have manmal damage and will die
bef ore spawni ng.

These acts al one could have nore effect
t han breachi ng the dans.

We should reduce or elimnate harvest for a
few years, using noney you have been spendi ng on
studies to offset the |osses to the Indian Tribes and
fi shernmen.

Every returning adult fish can nean
t housands of snolt.

| saw in a recent report from Marine
Fi sheries Service is planning to concentrate nore on
spawni ng habitat. W already have 300 foot buffer
strips on all our salnmon and bull trout streans.

Qur habitat in Idaho is in good shape. W
can have all the spawning habitat in the world, and if
the fish don't return, it will sit enpty.

There is no silver bullet to save sal non.
It will take ten years to conplete breaching if

everything went just right and with no politica
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support for dam breaching in Congress or the
| egi slatures of the affected states, it would take 15
to 20 years to conplete.

Too late for the salnon, they' |l be gone.
Let's quit tal ki ng about things that have little
chance of hel ping sal non and get to the work of
actually doing things that will help them recover.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

St eve.

Keith Kinzer, followed by Mtch Saachot ena,
foll owed by Eric Law ence.

MR KEI TH KI NZER: Wel |, thank you
for this tine. M nane is Keith Kinzer, and | farmup
in Genese, Idaho. | ama small farmer but | represent
the Idaho Grain Producers. | amon ny |ast year on
the executive board there.

I'"'m here on behalf of over 18,000 barl ey
and wheat producers in the state of Idaho. W don't
support breaching, and we don't support |osing any
nore water out of |daho. That's basic.

VWhat we do support is what we are really
are here for, and that's for returning salnmon runs to
a sustainable |evel.

Let's get back to that issue.
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First of all, we have sonething that's been
thrown out today a couple tinmes, delayed nortality
syndrone. Well, that's a fancy word, thought up by
some breachi ng advocates to confuse the system here

Let's blow a hole in it right now Al of
you up there have read enough of these studies to know
that we have sal non runs on the West Coast that don't
go through a single dam they don't have any probl ens
as far as habitat, and they are returning at the sane
percentage rate that we are getting fish back in the
Snake River.

So what do they call it? Delayed nortality
syndrone? That's done and over. W know that's not
the problem

Path. The Path process hasn't been brought
up much today. And do you know why? Because the
assunptions that were made by those fisheries
bi ol ogi sts and those scientists in that Path process,
they didn't neet ocumls razor. They didn't neet
common sense. You couldn't physically back up the
Path process if you thought about it for ten seconds.
It didn't even inmport the newest data that we have.

The Path process was flawed and has been
flawed. And it will remain flawed until we get to

people that are working on it that don't have a set
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agenda.

| heard one of the native people up in --
one of the Native Americans up here say life is kind
of holistic. | believe that. | don't believe that we
can do one thing in this life that doesn't affect the
rest of our lives.

And | have been, though | have never been
over there, but | have seen what has happened in other
econom es, and | can tell you that the environnenta
health is tied to the econony.

If you don't believe ne, go over to China
and see what's happening. You cannot sacrifice the
econony and have a heal thy environment.

We tal ked about hundred year extinction
| evel s. How do you know what the harvest |evels are
going to be in the next hundred years?

And speaki ng of harvest |evels, how come we
are blowing the masts off of ships out in the ocean
that are still using mle long nets and killing
Russi an captai ns of ships?

It is tinme for Arerica to dermand that every
country in the world get off our coast and quit
fishing our waters. [It's time that --

I think we can allow the Native Anmericans

to fish. | believe those people will take care of
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thensel ves. | believe they have a good heart. They
are not out there to hurt sal non.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
Kei t h.

Mtch Saachotena, followed by Eric

Lawr ence, followed by Rick Johnson

MR. M TCH SAACHOTENA: My name is
M tch Saachotena. | amthe Executive Director for
| daho Steel head and Sal non Unlinited.

| daho St eel head and Sal non Unlimited was
formed in 1984 by a diverse group of businessnen,
gui des, conservationists, and concerned citizens from
t hroughout the Northwest with the singular goal of
restoring harvestabl e sustai nabl e popul ations of wild
st eel head and sal non.

We represent approximtely 2400 nenbers,
and those nmenbers unani nously support Alternative 4,
breachi ng of the four Lower Snake River dans, to
restore harvestable runs.

I would like to thank the panel, first of
all, for only allowing the politicians one hour. Next
time | would suggest you give the bastards the | ast
hour, maybe they will figure out what their

constituency is trying to tell them
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I would also like to thank the Fish and
Wldlife Service for the courage in com ng out
singularly on the breaching proposal in the A-Fish
appendix. It is good to see folks with courage. W
support them

I heard a | ot about harvest, reducing
harvest to restore harvestabl e sustainable
popul ations. |'mconfused. |If we reduce harvest to
restore harvestabl e runs, what happens when we go back
to harvesting? W go back to extinction. |It's
| udi crous.

Harvesters are the victins of four federa
danms that make absolutely no sense. There's not been
a harvest on an Idaho Chinook, wild Chinook, since
1978. There's not been a harvest on a wild Idaho
st eel head since 1982.

You are punishing the victinms when you | ook
at the harvest to find resolution to this problem

We tal ked about hatcheries and the probl ens
hat cheri es have caused.

| guess we are a group that feels, if you
can't pay the bill, and hatcheries were intended to
pay the bill to provide harvestable runs of sal non and
steel head to the people of the region, from Al aska to

Stanl ey, ldaho, if you can't pay the bill, get the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

105

dans out of the system

You can't go buy a new Ford pickup and
drive it for five years and not pay for it. You're
going to have to pay, and it's tinme to pay up right
now, take the burden off the backs of Idaho fishermnen,
Al aska fishernmen, and tribal fishernmen, and either you
pay the bill, if you think you can't do it with
hat cheri es, and we know you can't, then it's time to
get the danms out of the system But you can't punish
the victins any | onger

Economi cally, | heard the General there say
that the status quo was good economically. Bull. The
status quo has cost 60,000 jobs in the Northwest and
literally hundreds of mllions of dollars.

The little town of Clayton, ldaho in the
'50s used to punp 2000 gallons of gas a day to Idaho
fi shermen and sell about that many gall ons of beer
Today there is no econony in Clayton, ldaho. It is a
ghost town.

The sane holds true for Stanley, Challis,
Sal non, Riggins, Oofino, Cascade, and the rest of
these river dependent conmunities.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

M tch
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Eric Lawrence followed by Rick Johnson

foll owed by Ted Cochell
MR. ERI C LAWRENCE: My nane is Eric
Law ence, and | ama citizen

| oppose breaching dans. The Draft EIS is
asking the wong question. It should ask how may the
sal ron be saved, instead of asking should dams be
br eached.

No one option al one can save the fish. The
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service has found that
breaching alone will not return the salnon. Putting
the salmon's future on one action will push the fish
into extinction.

There are 26 West Coast runs of sal non and
steel head |isted, and there are eight nore waiting to
be Iisted.

O these 34 only four pass the | ower Snake
danms. The use of hydro power in the Northwest keeps
28.3 metric tons of carbon dioxide out of the air
That's the equivalent of 5.7 mllion cars on the road.

Breaching dans is the nost drastic option
available. It cannot happen in tine to save
endanger ed sal non runs.

We nust | ook at reasonable alternatives

that hel p recover the sal non quickly and we nmust not



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

107

waste any nore time, effort or noney. Dam breaching

is not the silver bullet.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Eric.
Ri ck Johnson, Ted Cochell, and Pete
El | swort h.
MR. RI CK JOHNSON: H. | amRick
Johnson. | amthe executive director of the Idaho

Conservation League. The Idaho Conservation League
works to protect the water, wildlands, and wildlife of
| daho. We were founded in 1973, and are the | argest
conservation organi zati on honegrown in | daho.

I would like to thank everyone for com ng
and thank you for listening and taking the tinme.

I would Iike to offer my hope that it's not
too |ate.

Just for a nmoment let's all appreciate the
fact that we love the state that we live in and we al
have sone special places and special nenories about
I daho. Let's just for a nonent think of them

Red Fish Lake. The Salnmon River. The
south fork of the Salmon. The east fork, or the
incredi ble mddle fork.

If we don't get our job together, | would

like to propose that we change the nanes of all those
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pl aces. Salnon are as nuch a part of ldaho as the
sawtooth nmountains. Sal non nourished first citizens
for a mllenniumand kept the Lewis & Clark

expedi tion, Idaho's first tourists, fromstarving to
death. We've naned our rivers and our towns and our

| akes for the sal non.

| dahoans are proud people and we | ove the
out doors and outdoors we care for and are trenendously
proud of. W want to save our sal non.

But our sal nobn are going extinct. Extent,
dead, finished. It is our fault.

It is norally contenptible that we are not
doing nore to stop this doomed cycle. W are al
responsi ble. Everyone of us for what we | eave for
future generations.

There have been sone that have been
protesting the thought of sone politicians |eaving a
| egacy. We elect themto |eave the |egacy. Idaho's
| eaders' legacy is failure.

If we continue on this current path |daho's
entire | egacy of | eadership on salnon will be
cheerl eaders for the nost significant | oss of species
since white settl enent.

But we can do sonething about it.

Bypassi ng the four dans on the Lower Snake
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Ri ver can save our salmon. And it will cost the sane
as what we now spend on nitigation. The dans don't
make sense if we care about the future.

We can save |daho salnon. W nust safe
| daho sal non. By taking action now to bypass the four
dans killing our sal non and steel head, we can in the
words of Wallace Stegner, create a society to match
our scenery.

O herwi se we are sinmply throw ng away
Anerica's heritage, and our children will never
forgive us.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you,
Ri ck.

Ted Cochell, followed by Pete Ellsworth,
foll owed by Bas Hargrove.

MR. TED COCHELL.: My nane is Ted
Cochell. Thank you. And |I am here as a concerned
citizen of |daho.

Hi storically 30 to 40 percent of all sal non
in the Pacific Ccean were Idaho fish. W had mllions
of sal nmon returning each year. This was an econom c
and recreational benefit to the people of |Idaho and
the entire Pacific Northwest.

Now we have drastically elinm nated and
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dwi ndl i ng sal non runs. VWhy? 1Is it overharvesting?
Is it Indians? Is it predators? |Is it dans? |Is it
politics? |Is it habitat destruction? |Is it the
ocean?

Well, the answer is yes. All these
contribute to declining salnon runs in the Pacific
Nor t hwest .

But why are Idaho fish nunmbers declining
nore than the other salnon runs in the Colunbia River
systen? The reason ldaho's fish fair worse than the
ot her salmon runs in the Col unbia, are the four Lower
Snake Ri ver danms.

The ot her sal non runs on the Col unbia go
t hrough the sane gauntlet of obstacles that |daho's
fish do, with some |oss, but not near the |oss that
I daho fish suffer in going through these four dans.

The extra four dams |daho fish go through
are spelling extinction for them These dans are
killing ldaho's fish, and that is a fact.

These dans have been putting people in
| daho, Washi ngton and Oregon out of business quietly
for last 40 years, while we have tried our failed
nmet hods of sal non recovery.

The tine to act is now The scientific

studi es are conplete. Breaching the dans offers the
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only choice for neani ngful sal non recovery.

A free-flowing river systemis cheaper than
mai nt ai ni ng dans and conti nued unsuccessful fish
transportation. W are wasting mllions of dollars on
a system that does not work

Econom ¢ changes are frightening but doable
and greatly beneficial in the long run. W need to
el ect new political |eaders with vision, courage and
integrity, who will represent all I|dahoans on this
i ssue, and will work to help those few who are
adversely affected by a free-flowi ng Snake River
system

There should be no winners or |osers on
this issue. W nust work together to bring about this
change for the better of our state and region.

The current policy of holding |Idahoans, and

worse, the entire Pacific Northwest hostage over this

issue will not stand I ong. These dans will cone down.
The sal nmon will cone back. And the people of I|daho,
Washi ngton and Oregon will wel cone the econom ¢ and

recreational benefits that cone with the restored
fishery.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Ted.

Pete Ell sworth, followed by Vans or Bas
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Har grove, foll owed by Pat Hol nmberg.

MR. PETE ELLSWORTH: I am Pete
Ellsworth. | amthe natural resource representative
of the International Association of Machinists and
Aer ospace Workers Local 364 out of Lew ston

Primarily, I'"'mhere to help restore sal non.
And nmaybe to help restore sone sanity.

| consistently hear people say the Hanford
Reach fish are exactly like the fish that go up the
south fork of the Colunbia, basically through the four
| ower Snake darms.

If that were true, we'd just take the fish
fromover there and put them ours and we woul dn't have
any problem

That is not the case. The salnon and the
st eel head of each one of these areas nobve at a
different tine. They also nove into a different part
of the ocean. They nove into nultiple areas that
change t hi ngs.

Am | scientifically qualified to say this?
No, I'mnot. |'ve read the papers. And |'mreally
di sappointed in the scientific papers |'ve read.
Because | read those sanme papers back in '73, '77,
that said we wouldn't have a problem

But consistently we talk about the sal non



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

113

runs and the steel head runs being decimted. |'ve
heard numerous people here use the correct term the
wild salnon, and the wild steel head. Those are what
are endanger ed.

You know, we have approxi mately 5,000 niles
that the sal non goes through, in his |Iifecycle 140
m |l es, which runs upriver through those dans, is not a
probl em

Mul tiple things go into a | arge process
like this. Wiile fish fertilization is nornmally about
10 percent, why don't we take those wild fish and use
the eggs fromthe fenmale and the spermfromthe male,
and then deposit those in the stream and get a hundred
percent. That would restore wild salnon and wild
st eel head.

So | leave you this thought. Leave no
stone unturned in finding a sensible solution, even if
that solution is leaving no turn unstoned.

I would Iike to give support to
Representati ve Ruby Stone, Governor Kepthorne, Pat
Barcl ay, Ron McMurray, and Steve Bliss.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Pet e.

Bas Hargrove, followed by Pat Hol nberg,
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followed by Tricia Blaha, and | would also like to

rem nd fol ks that you can tape in the other room and
get your sane testinmony in the other room W are now
starting number 27.

Also if you' ve got a statement that you are
reading from if you could turn it into us, it wll
hel p the court reporter make sure that he get all of
t he comrents down.

MR, BAS HARGROVE: I am Bas Hargrove
and | thank you for the opportunity to share ny
t hought s.

As a citizen and a scientist, | urge you to
renove the four dans on the Lower Snake River to
restore lIdaho sal non and steel head.

While all of the Hs in the All-H paper are
important, it is clear that wi thout renoving the dans
the other Hs are a waste of tine and noney.

We cannot keep ki ddi ng oursel ves.

Tinkering at half neasures will not nmake the problem
go away. It is time for bold action

Conmon sense, science and our consciences
tell us that dam renoval nust happen for recovery to
occur. Comon sense tells us that sal non runs have
declined dramatically since the dans were built and

t hat decades of bargi ng have not stopped the bl eeding.
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Sci ence has shown that |daho stocks have
declined faster than the stocks bel ow the dans and
restoring nore natural river is the fastest and
probably the only way to recovery.

Make the nost conpel ling argunment of all
We can work together to replace jobs and keep the
human st akehol ders whol e.

But once the sal non are gone, they are gone
for all tine.

Let us |eave a | egacy we can be proud of,
not one to be ashaned of.

As | understand it, the recovery options
for the | ower Snake hydro systemare flow
augnmentation, snolt transportation and engi neering
nodi fi cations, or renoving the four dans.

Fl ow augnmentation is inpractical and puts
too nmuch burden on Idaho.

Bar gi ng, technol ogical effort have already
shown their futility year after year after year

That | eaves dam renoval as the |one
sol ution. And exhaustive nmodeling efforts have shown
that this solution is the best bet for recovery.

The i ndependent scientific group agreed
that these fish need natural river conditions to

conplete their life cycles. The only way to a nore
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natural river is by bypassing Lower Granite, Lower
Goose, Lower Monunental and |ce Harbor dans.

Wil e these dans have proved economi ¢
benefits in some conmunities, they have brought havoc
on ot hers.

Native Anmerican Tribes in small towns like
Ri ggi ns, |daho, have lost big since the dans went in.

It istine to restore the cultural and
econom ¢ benefits to these comunities by restoring
sal non, while conpensating those who stand to | ose
from dam r enoval

We can provide transportation alternatives,
irrigation alternatives, and energy alternatives.

But we cannot provide alternatives to
sal nron and steel head. They are one-of-a-kind. W can
afford to conpensate the irrigators and shi ppers who
benefit fromthe dams, but we cannot afford to |ose
our sal non and steel head.

Pl ease renove the dams and renove t hem
qui ckly before nore Idaho sal non go extinct.

Thanks.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Bas.
Pal Hol nberg, followed by Tricia Bl aha,

foll owed by Pat Hull.
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MS. PAT HOLMBERG | stand to
represent the small entrepreneurs and the taxpayers
who are fighting for the freedomto survive.

I have however heard one surprising thing
today. Wth all due respective |I have never known
either National Marine Fisheries or the Corps to do
anything in 60 to 90 days.

| respect the | ady who spoke about Celilo
Falls, but | seemto renenber the tribe taking paynment
for the loss of fish there, and yes, | don't think our
children are raised to respect what they shoul d.

However, | am confused. Qur sal non does
not become endangered until it reaches the Snake. How
t hen does anyone know that they are our sal non before
that? Do we have any fish tal ks out there checking to
see i f anybody takes one of our sal nbn?

Nati onal Marine Fisheries, why are you
doing this on a biological opinion? |If you really
believe this is a terrible thing, why haven't you
i ssued j eopardy opinion. You have put nobst of us out
of business already over habitat, and apparently you
don't have the fish to use it.

Joan Lock, who hel ped wite our
Constitution, said, freedomis the right to do any

damm thing you want to as long as you don't infringe
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on your nei ghbor.

I'"m being infringed on. And is the freedom
of one any less than the freedom of two? |s doing to
us what was done to these people and their ancestors,
does that make it right, because it's us this tinme?

| think not. | believe that all of this
has been said and resaid since the hearings and the
ext ended hearings and the extended, extended hearings
were done prior to the dam being built.

I think everyone knew the risk then. But,
you know, if we get -- I've heard this all night and |
have to agree with it, if we get 80 percent out and
only 5 percent back, we need to put |um nous dots on
our sal non so nobody el se gets them

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Pat .

Trisha Braha, followed by Pat Hull,
foll owed by Lois VanHoover.

MR. TRI Cl A BRAHA: I am Tricia Braha,
and | amnot a politician, and not a scientist. | am
a lover of the natural world. And | am here to speak
for nyself and for salnon and for passion.

I grew up spending sunmers in Stanley with
nmy famly, on the famly property. | renenber days

when the Red Fish Creek was red with spawni ng sal non.
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And that Sal non Lake had red fish in it. And Red Fish
Lake had red fish in it.

| still spend summers in Stanley and | have
not seen a spawni ng sal non since the md '70s. M 15
year ol d son has never seen a spawni ng sal non on our
property. The Sal non River has few sal non. Red Fish
Lake is no | onger red.

The timng for the loss is directly related
to the building of the Lower Snake River dans.

The natural world teaches us about
ourselves. The sal non teach us about passion
Through their life cycle, overcom ng endl ess
obstacl es, natural obstacles, to give up their lives
so there can be nore abundant life, this is true
passi on.

We nust breach the dans, let the water run

free naturally. Save the salnon. Save the passion

W t hout passion, we the humans will be extinct.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Tricia.
Pat Hull, followed by Lois VanHoover,

foll owed by M chael Heckler
MR, PAT HULL: Pat Hull, Cascade,

Idaho. Life long resident. Thank you for the chance
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of testifying.

Sal non are an inportant part of the
Nort hwest and shoul d be saved. But at what cost? It
sounds great, breach the dans, and the salnmon will
return.

If | could walk up to the river below Ice
Harbor Dam and it was full of sal non, the decision
woul d be easy. Even if we go on down the Col unbi a
River, it doesn't do nuch better

To nmy know edge all the wild runs of sal non
and steel head in the Lower Colunbia River are in
troubl e.

Could the low runs be attributed to the 25
year ocean cycle we have heard about? Even the runs
in Al aska are having problenms. GCcean conditions could
very well be the major factor in the salmon's life
cycle.

Before the dans are breached, ocean and
river harvest nust be reduced, giving the runs a
chance to recover. G II nets in the ocean and Lower
Col unbi a account for nmost of the harvest.

More shoul d be done to reduce the
predators. The popul ation of seals and sea lions are
at an all time high in the Lower Col unbi a.

| have fished the Lower Col unbia and seen
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the sea |ion population grow fromaround 100 in 1991
to three to four hundred in 1998. | observed these
sea lions on the south jetty of the Colunbia River.
We all know these are very large mari ne manmeal s, and
they eat a | ot of sal non.

The caspian terns through pit tag studies
have been shown to take a heavy toll on snolt
returning to the ocean

I think all of these issues should be
addressed before we breach the dans.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Pat .

Loi s VanHoover, followed by M chae
Heckl er, followed by John Hull.

M5. LA S VanHOOVER: Hello. | am
Loi s VanHoover. | am here today representing the
McMurray Freedom Fighters.

The argunent is not whether or not to save
the salnmon, it is how we are going to save the sal non.
Salnon is part of Idaho's history and our heritage.

However, at this point we the |Idahoans mnust
ask ourself for whose benefit and at what cost will we
continue down this nonprotected path to preserve

sal non.
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The four Lower Snake River dans are not
| ocated in the state of Idaho. Yet Idaho has paid a
tremendous price. The spill and augnmentation of water
threatens our irrigation reserves. Land use
restrictions ignore that Idaho has nore than enough
pristine habitat to accommbdate the historic runs.
Drawdowns destroy an entire ecosystem, donestic
fisheries and wildlife. And jobs, all of this cost
| daho jobs and affect our Idaho tax base.

What have we done to save the sal non?
Experi mental science does not work. W nust use sound
sci ence.

Breachi ng has captured center stage as a
quick fix that provides an easy answer to a conpl ex
i ssue.

Breach damages, save fish. The sinplicity
of that premise is easy to grasp. However, just as
WIll Stelle of National Marine Fisheries said in the
Washi ngton Tinmes, danms are not the silver bullet
ei t her.

We can only ask ourselves, if dams were
totally responsible for the decline in salnon, why are
their sockeye in Lake Wenatchee? And why hasn't the
Nati onal Marine Fisheries issued a jeopardy opinion?

If the goal is to save fish, and not a
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debate of free flowing river versus damred river, then
right now, not tonorrow or the next day, we nust do
the following. W nust pursue technology alternatives
that are scientifically sound. Address all of the
cunul ative effects. Continue to explore inprovenments
to transportation of snolts.

But quite frankly, smolt delivery is not
the question, it is adult return. The federa
government cannot pass the red face test when it cones
to the re-establishing of the fish runs.

As a legal process of the Nationa
Envi ronnental Policy Act, NEPA, the governnent is
mandat ed to consider the social and econom c inpacts.

It is inportant to note that the purpose of
NEPA is to protect the human environnent while
considering the rest of the environnment.

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act, a
recovery plan for every endangered species nust be
formul ated and then conply with NEPA. To date no such
pl an exi sts for sal non.

Two bi ol ogi cal opinions have been
formul ated, but not one recovery plan. Even though
it's the | aw

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
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Loi s.

M chael Heckler, followed by John Hull
foll owed by Anmy VanHoover.

MR. M CHAEL HECKLER: Good afternoon
My nanme is Mchael Heckler, and ny conments are
related to the econom ¢ anal ysis under the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent.

Sal non are a symbol of the Northwest to
many Americans. Just know ng that 40-inch |ong summer
Chi nook still swimthe equival ent of a quarter away
across our continent and live thenself nore than a
mle in the air in that process only to spawn in a
pristine area in the nountains of |Idaho has a value to
many Aneri cans.

Econom sts have a termfor the type of
benefit that cones fromjust knowi ng that sonething
still exists. They call them passive use val ues.

The current draft of your EI'S does not
quantify passive use values for the four alternatives.
And by not including passive use values in the
econoni ¢ anal ysis, you biased against alternatives,
like Alternative 4, which have a hi gher probability of
mai nt ai ni ng the continuing exi stence of sumer Chi nook
runs.

By not including evaluation for passive use
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I find the current analysis biased and fundanmentally
fl awed.

The second area where | perceive a
substantial flawin the draft EI'S, econom c anal ysis,
is related to the price of electricity. Those who
have been in the Northwest for a few decades will
remenber the debacle of the Washi ngton Public Power
Supply System WPPSS. They got into by trying to
buil d nucl ear generating facilities at Hanford and
Sat sop.

I am not suggesting that your analysis
shoul d be associated with nucl ear power plants, but
your analysis does nmake the sanme mni stakes that WPPSS
made, those being inproperly estimating the
i ncrenmental cost of electricity supply and failure to
reduce estimted future demand caused by increasing
costs.

The single | argest cost elenent in your
analysis of Alternative 4 is the cost of replacing the
electricity no | onger avail able when the four dans are
br eached.

You have in ny estimation overstated this
cost substantially by estimating the nets cost to at
five mlls when nmarket val ues of whol esal e power

supports a price differential of three mlls or |ower.
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The bias is further overstated by failing
to adjust substitution effect of reducing demand for
electricity in the face of higher prices.

The effect of selecting a too high of
replacenent price and too little product substitution,
is to overstate the estimted cost of Alternative 4 by
nore than a hundred mllion dollars a year

The third cause for concern in your
anal ysis stenms fromwhat | see as conparing apples and
or anges.

The EIS is being devel oped because there
are endanger ed anadronmous fish popul ati ons.

The four alternatives presented vary in how
effective they would be in protecting these endangered
runs. But no adjustnent is made for the cost of
Alternatives 2, 3 and 4 to reflect the variation and
the effectiveness of those alternatives in neeting the
i ntended purpose of protecting sal non and steel head
popul ati ons.

If you wanted to directly conpare the cost
of the four alternatives, you need to first nmake an
adj ustnment for those costs to take into account the
differences in the effectiveness of the four
alternatives.

| trust that you are conmitted to fairness
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in your analysis and ask that you seriously consider
updating that analysis to address these three itens
before the next iteration of the EIS is rel eased.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very
much, M chael.
John Hull, followed by Amy VanHoover,

followed by Craig Gehrke, | think it is.

MR. JOHN Hul | : Hello. | am John
Hull from Boise. | have lived in Idaho for 64 years.
I, too, want to save the salnon. | oppose

breachi ng the dans because renmpval is not the answer.

I can support Alternative 3, predator
control, habitat inprovenment and harvest inprovenent.

If the two trillion dollars already spent
woul d have been for sal non, we would not be here
t oday.

At the present time the salnon are safer at
the dans than any of the journey downriver or ocean.
Seattl e, Washington, to Mssoula, Mntana, Portland,
Oregon, to Jackson Hole, Wonmi ng, the Northwest is
havi ng a popul ati on expl osi on.

The dans are very young, repairable, and
very, very inportant. |If any of the dans are

breached, it will be one of the biggest disasters to
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ever hit the Northwest.

Al so every one of us better be prepared to
watch all dams across the U S. to come under the same
fate. Should this occur, I would like to welcome you
to the new m |l ennium and nucl ear power.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
John.

Ay VanHoover, followed by Craig Gehrke,
foll owed by David Fokuria.

MS. AMY VanHOOVER: Hello. My nane
is Army VanHoover. | represent the | ndependent M ners
and the McMurray Freedom Fi ghters.

Pl ease note that experinmental dam breaching
is not part of the Endangered Species Act. Certainly
no reasonabl e person could support such a flawed
application which obliterates ecosystens now dependent
upon dans, jeopardizes donestic fisheries and
wildlife, destroys conmmunities current econonic basis
and nost inportantly, places the salnon at risk.

Agenci es nmust consider the cunul ative
effects. Guess what hasn't been done, even though
it's the law. Fl awed docunents guarantee that third
party lawsuits will debate the issue until sal non

recovery is a noot issue. The salnon will be extinct.
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I will not address the Draft EIS. 1t never
addressed the right subject. How do we save the fish?
The Al -H paper had two admirable basic goals. Save
sal mon, and inspire di scussion

The All -H paper, however, should have
i ncl uded another H, the human el enent. Here and now,
the paper is being used by sone to attenpt to divide
user groups, only to perpetrate their -- perpetuate
their own phil osophy, breach dans, and once again the
salmon is lost in the debate.

It will not work. Try again. The
conplexity of the issues defy sinplistic solutions.
Breaching danms is the nost tinme consum ng and the
| east likely to occur.

It is inperative that we do sonething
feasi ble now W nust pursue technol ogica
alternatives that are scientifically sound and unify
t he regi on behind a Conprehensive Plan to reestablish
a sust ai nabl e popul ati on of Idaho's wild sal non and
st eel head and preserve |daho's water and j obs.

We dermand that the federal governnment do
its job. We say this, not to obstruct conservation
rather to ensure conservati on and demand that sound
science is applied.

Every job in Idaho is inportant. Every
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drop of water is inportant. It is Idaho water. We
demand t hat sal nbn conservation be based on sound
sci ence.

You can have not one drop of |daho water
not one ldaho job, and there will be not one | and use
restriction, not one drop, not one job, not one.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you,
Any.

Craig Gehrke, followed by David Fokuria,
foll owed by Hans Hayden.

MR. CRAI G GEHRKE: Thank you. My
nane is Craig Gehrke. | amthe regional director for
the Wl derness Society in ldaho. It is a conservation
associ ation that works on public land issues in the
United States. W have about 200, 000 nmemnbers
nati onw de.

Qur mission largely is to deal with wild
| and protection and the resources that those wild
| ands support, and certainly in Idaho a big part of
those wild | and resources are the sal non and steel head
popul ati ons.

A very wi se nman once wote that the
greatness of a nation and its noral progress can be

judged by the way its aninmals are treated.
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We have not treated the Snake River
st eel head and sal non very well. The wil derness
soci ety supports breaching of the four | ower Snake
danms, and aggressive measures to protect habitat.

We were told at the begi nning of the
hearing that the sal nmon and steel head are at serious
risk of extinction. That serious risk calls for
seri ous neasures and serious steps to be taken

It's not tine for nore babbl e about better
barges and better turbines. It's tine to take the
| ogical and critical step of bringing back the Lower
Snake River as a river, to bring these fish back

It's disappointing that Idaho's politica
| eaders continue to say a flat out no to the option of
breaching. This kind of Iine in the sand response
does not hing nore than guarantee that the decisions on
sal mon recovery will not be made in |daho.

VWhether it is wolf recovery, nationa
forest wilderness area protection, or sal non
protection, politicians do our state a real disservice
by just flat opposition to options on the table.

Agai n, that response neans that the
decision will not be made by | ocal people, it will be
made either through lawsuits or by people outside this

regi on.
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One person who testified earlier inplied
that sal non recovery basically is only about sone
| egacy for the Clinton adnmi nistration. How
confortable are lIdaho's politicians going to be with

extinction of |Idaho sal non and steel head as their

| egacy?
Thank you for this hearing.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Craig.
Davi d Fokuria, Hans Hayden, and Jim
Keat i ng.

MR DAVI D FOKURI A: Howdy. My nane
is David Fokuri a.

I amglad to be able to conme here and
testify in front of you guys.

I would Iike to start out by saying | ama
five generation native |Idahoan, and | need to say one
t hi ng.

We all have a problemhere. W need to
wor k together as one to be able to recover the sal non.
If we bicker and fight, we do not go nowhere. W have
to learn to cone together as one and only one.

This is the only way the salnmon will live,
before they becone extinct.

Okay. Qur future is our children. W have
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to make a point to show our children what our future
is and |l et them have a future that we have.

| have been able to fish salnmon twice
legally in the state of ldaho in nmy 39 years, and that
was once as a wild sal non and once as a hatchery fish
on the south fork of the Sal non.

| believe that we shouldn't breach the
danms. | think we need to control predators, |ike
California sea lions, the Pacific harbor seal, and the
terns off Rice Island, and various other predators.

The other predators can be the Chinese and
t he Japanese. They cone out here and they cone
within a hundred mles of our coastal grounds.

We need to nove their fisheries out 200
mles out, stop the drift nets. Drift nets take every
kind of fish. It has no nmercy on anything.

| feel that the harvest, overharvesting of
salmon in the late 1800's and early 1900's caused a
very bad degradation of the sal non.

We have had sonme very serious fires on the
Sal non Rivers and the | ocks that's destroyed our
sal mon habitat.

| feel that we should pass our heritage
along to our children, but we need to nmake the right

choice, and that is to cone together as one and only
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one.

Okay. | would like to be able to make a
statement just a little bit here. | want to fish
sal mon again in the state of Idaho |ike ny father did
when he was young. And his father before him and his
grandf at her and his grandfather before him This is
what | would Iike to ask.

Thank you very much.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very nuch, Davi d.

Hans Hayden, followed by Ji m Keating,
foll owed by Marti Bridges.

MR, HANS HAYDEN: My nane is Hans
Hayden. | am from Eastern Idaho, and I am
representing the |Idaho Wheat Conmi ssi on.

I, like you, amworried for the salnon. W
are meking this everything but a salnon issue. The
truth is, we all want to save the salnmon. Placing
recovery on damrenoval will prove to be a failure for
the salnmon as al so the econonies, for the econonies
and the people.

We all know the speed of our political and
court systenms. This will surely block or greatly
del ay renoval. This doesn't even consider the nopney

appropriations and the engineering difficulties.
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My friends, |I've seen a river after a dam
renoved itsel f, and salnon will not survive for five
or ten years at l|least in an ecosystem of nud.

Renmoval for many reasons is not the answer.

Though sone continue to claimthat the
passage through the dam seens to be the problem your
studi es show and the science that the problem appears
to be in the lower river and the oceans.

But all our studies focus only on the dans.

If we continue to follow this path the
salmon will be gone. Damrenpval tal k does nothing
for the real problem because the science seens to
show that's not where it's at.

To save the sal non we nust renove the
enotional and political side. This can only be done
with science that includes doable options. Spending
time trying to renove danms will surely nean we | ose
the sal mon and the people.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Hans.

Jim Keating, followed by Marti Bridges,
foll owed by Phil Doyl e.

MR, JI M KEATI NG It's getting so we

are al nost having a one-on-one conversation here.
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My nanme is JimKeating. | live at 12014
G nger Creek, Boise. | ama fisherman. Long tine
resident of ldaho. | amalso a retired fisheries

bi ol ogi st who as followed the saga of |daho's
declining salnmon runs since 1954, when ny first job
with Idaho Fish and Gane was a statew de survey of
sal ron spawni ng streanms. By air, by foot, by horse,
by helicopter, every way you could do it

In the period of 1954 to '67 as the sal non
and steel head researcher and fisheries manager at
Lewi ston, | saw a stream full of hundreds, some with
t housands of spawni ng sal ron and st eel head.

| saw hundreds of Potlatch workers cone out
of the mll at Lew ston, grab their steel head rods and
fish their lunches hours. | saw wee-eyed | oggers and
Nez Perce |Indians fight over fishing rocks at Sell way
Falls. | drove a hundred niles along the Sal non River
where every canmpground, every flat spot, every bar
every restaurant, hotel, was filled with sal non
fishernen, and the river was filled with sal non.

| even surveyed spawni ng grounds on the
Snake River at Marsing, where probably the | argest
sal mon, Chinook salnon in the continental U S., these
big fish, they had to be to do that.

Sal non and steel head was a way of |life and
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t he econom c engi ne of |daho's econony.

I am one of hundreds of fisheries
bi ol ogi sts who has watched the failed techno-fixes
such as the skimrer net at Brownl ee, barging on the
Snake River dans do little except provide enpl oynent
for a cadre of researchers.

The only realistic optionin nmy nmndto
return the salnmon to the Snake River is to get them
back to pre-damlevels, return the Snake River to its
pre-dam condition. That is, to renove the dans.
Notice, | said realistic option.

Do we really believe that Idaho's farmers
will provide a million and a half acre-feet of water
to speed up four reservoirs? Do we believe that a
shut down of all sport, tribal and commercial fishing
is an option? Do we believe that the Anerican
conscience will go along with the nassive sl aughter of
whal es, sea lions, birds and other predators, even if
it is doable?

One thing we can believe is there are those
that will stall it out until the sal non are gone.

| ask you if we cannot nuster the socia
courage and will to accept sone cost and save the
sal non, what species can we afford to save?

We' ve worked on snails, spotted ow s,
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everything el se, and here we have an icon of the
Paci fic Northwest, and |'mafraid we're going to |et
it go.
What are we going to tell our children? W
couldn't afford to save the nost magnificent, nost
val uabl e species in the Snake River Basin, because it
woul d raise our power bill mininmally and cost a few
nore cents to ship subsidized wheat?
Sal non are not a creature of no val ue.
They are of value. If we can't save them again, what
good does an Endangered Species Act, what species can
we afford to save?
Thank you.
MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Jim
Marti Bridges. And | just want to note
that it's five o' clock right now. |Is the pane
willing to press on here?
COL. STROCK:  Yes.
MS. DONNA SILVERBERG  Marti is nunber
39.
COL. STROCK: How many more do we
have?
MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG We have 75

peopl e signed up. Not 75 nobre. We are on nunber 39.
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Marty is going to be 39.

COL STROCK: Yeah. Let's go to 5:30
and see where we are then.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG So 5:30.

Marti Bridges, followed by Phil Doyle,

foll owed by Jennifer Scott.

MS. MARTI BRI DCGES: Thank you. My
nane is Marti Bridges. | am here representing nyself.

I am from Boi se, |daho

Throughout mny chil dhood | dreanmed of seeing

sal ron and |iving ambngst them Unfortunately for ne,
| grew up in the | andl ocked M dwest. So | noved to
I daho in 1976 after graduating from coll ege.

In 1976 when | noved here Red Fish Lake
still had Sockeye salnmon. Lots of them Dagger
Falls, the middle fork of the Sal non had hundreds of
Chi nook junping over the falls.

In 1982, which was the | ast genera

st eel head fishing season in lIdaho, | caught my first
salmon on the -- or ny first steel head on the Sal non
Ri ver near Clayton, ldaho. It was beginner's |uck

and only three hours of fishing. So I felt very
fortunate, having heard that the normwas closer to

40.

But starting soon after that | noticed that
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there were a |l ot | ess Sockeye sal non showing up in Red
Fi sh Lake, and even fewer Chinook sal non at Dagger
Fal | s.

Now, | am sure you fol ks have sent those
trendy ads featuring the pregnant waitress and the
Pal ouse farnmer who nmight | ose their jobs if we breach
t he dans.

What | ask is what about ny husband who is
a 13 year veteran guide on the mddle fork of the
Sal non? Fishing guide, | mght add. Wo no | onger
can take his clients fishing for salnon. Wat about
nmy three-year old daughter's right to see or fish for
st eel head.

If we don't breach the four Lower Snake
Ri ver danms, the only |Idaho steel head nmy daughter will
see are the 19 professional hockey players who will
pl ay tonight sone 200 yards away in the arena across
t he wal k.

There were plenty of sal non and steel head
in the Salmon River until we built four too nany
concrete nmonunments to manki nd.

Peopl e created this man-caused problem and
| believe that breaching of the dans is the one
scientifically credible and critical elenent needed to

fix Idaho's share of the sal mon problem And | say
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| daho' s share

Let's not forget all the people, let's
breach the dans, and if we do, let's take |Idaho water
upstream of Brownl ee Reservoir off the table for flow
augnmentati on so we don't jeopardize our farnmers. And
furthernore let's provide sonme equitable mitigation
nmeasures to make the econonies of the Lew ston
Cl arkston area whole for those fol ks, and honor our
obligations to the Tribes and all the citizens of
| daho who are here because they want to have sal non.

My daughter and | are counting on you.
Thanks.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Marti .

Phil Doyl e, followed by Jennifer Scott,
foll oned by Roger Singer.

MR. PHI L DOYLE: Hello. M nane is

Phil Doyle. And | have cone here this afternoon to
oppose t he dam breachi ng proposal

The breaching would take years to
acconplish, and according to the National Marine
Fi sheries Service, will not bring these fish runs back
to the levels we saw in the past.

However, consider sone other options with

me. First let us reduce the predators that have



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

142

reached epidenmic portions over the |ast decade on the
Lower Col unbi a.

The caspian terns, and | know we have heard
a |l ot about them but ten years ago | came from
Warrington, Oregon. That's just down river fromRice
Island. That's nmy old stonping grounds. |[|'ve seen
what these terns can do.

The caspi an terns who nest on and about the
| ower Col unbia, along with counmarones ingest juvenile
sal non at an alarmng rate.

Estimates put the total at mllions of
snmolts each year.

The caspian terns nest primarily on Rice
Island, an island forned by dredging materials. The
i sland needs to be elimnated, thus causing the terns
to | ook el sewhere to next.

The sea lions have reached nunmbers never
before seen as a result of the protection given them
In 1944 -- or 1994 40 percent of the returning adult
sal ron had mamrmual scars on them according to
observations at the Bonneville Dam

The tern, sea |ion and counarone nunbers
need to be cut back to ensure survival of juvenile as
wel | as adult sal non.

Second, let's look at the fishing practices
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of the past and the present. There are still foreign
ships in the ocean with drift nets that stretch for
mles, catching everything in their path. These sane
nets, if lost at sea, continue to catch fish for years
to cone. Many sal non reach their end in this manner.

In the past fishernmen have been required to
rel ease the smaller salnon, called shakers, with the
idea that the fish will grow larger if released. Sone
estimates state that 30 percent of these sal non die
after release. \Wat a waste of a precious resource.

Make the limt the sane regardl ess of size.
This will broaden the gene pool resulting in healthier
fish stocks in the future.

Why are we considering a proposal that wll
cost 28.3 netric tons of carbon dioxide to be rel eased
into the atnosphere? This is what would happen if the
cheap, clean, renewabl e hydroelectric power is
replaced with fossil fuels that eventually will run
out .

The power generated by the dans is far the
nost environnmentally friendly.

In closing, let's | ook at reasonable,
| ogi cal, common sense solutions to the recovery of our
salmon. | propose that we initiate alternate fish

recovery options such as inproved gui dance systens,
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i nproved screeni ng nethods, and artificial streans
whi ch bypass reservoirs.

We need to inplenment inprovenents for the
passage of juvenile sal non through nodifications of
spillways and turbines.

The breaching of the dams is a shot in the
dark. Wth the arrow falling where it may. This is
hardly the approach taken by thinking individuals
| ooki ng for sound sol utions.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Phi | .

Jenni fer Scott, followed by Roger Singer

foll owed by Dal e Pearce

MS. JENNI FER SCOTT: H. M nane is
Jenni fer Scott, and | am here representing students
who are involved in an organi zation called TREE Cl ub
at Tinberline H gh School

TREE stands for Teens Restores Earth's
Environnent. It is an action oriented group that is
very concerned about the fate of our vani shing
speci es, especially the salnmon in the Pacific
Nor t hwest .

At the beginning of the year TREE took a

trip to Stoley Meadows and we witnessed sal non
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spawni ng first hand. For many of the students it was
their first tine they had seen spawning in the natura
habi t at .

The students were deeply affected and noved
by this experience. As one student said, | have read
books about this and heard | ectures, but to see the
sal ron up cl ose nakes ne appreciate them nore.

We then went to Lower Granite Dam near
Lewi ston, which is one of the four dams being
di scussed for renoval. There we nmet engi neers who
presented their findings and showed us how t he power
pl ants operate and the devices that are in place to
hel p them pass the dans.

We found that the danms did nore harmthan
good to the salnon, and that the renpval of the dans
woul d be the npbst cost effective and beneficial way to
repl eni sh the sal non runs.

I am al so here representing the future
generation and parents in years who will have to live
with the decisions that are paid by you, our elected
representatives and deci si on makers.

Growing up in Alaska, | was first exposed
to the wonderful salnon and its benefits to the people
and the environment. The sal non not only provided the

thriving tourist industry, but they also hel ped people
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beconme nore aware of the environment around them

I want ny children to be able to experience
the sane things that | have, wi thout having to go to
Al aska to see them

If salnon are to be preserved for future
generations, then the four Lower Snake River dans need
to be renpved.

In closing, | ask you to consider how we as
a society could live with the fact that we had the
ability and opportunity to save the sal non and we | et
t hem go.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you

very much.

Roger Singer, followed by Dal e Pearce,
foll owed by Sherl Chapman.

"MR. ROGER SI NGER: My nane i s Roger

Singer and | represent the |local Northern Rockies
Chapter of Sierra Club, the oldest and | argest of the
many grace roots conservation groups here today to
speak in support of saving wild sal non and steel head
and in support of ldaho's fish based econony.

As | stand here today, |I'mexcited by the
| arge wave of support we have seen for choosing to

protect fish and fishernmen over a series of outdated,
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unnecessary nonolithic concrete structures.

| am excited that Governor Kitzhaber of
Oregon has joined us in supporting the only sensible
alternative to save sal non by bypassi ng those four
damns.

From Portl and to Spokane to Lew ston, we
have seen the strength and nunmbers of conservations,
Ameri cans and sportsnmen who are allied with this noble
effort.

I hope the U . S. Arny Corps and the Nationa
Marine Fisheries Service starts to listen to the
maj ority, because fortunately we are being ignored by
the mpjority of Idaho' s I ocal elected officials.

Gover nor Kepthorne has chosen to play a
public policy shell game with the sal non issue. He
and his supporters have ignored the science, they have
i gnored the econonics, and they have ignored public
will.

They tal k about finding a | ocal solution
but of fer us nothing substantive.

Everyone renenbers the old commercial that
ends with where's the beef.

Wel |, as for Governor Kepthorne's plan, |
need to ask him where's the fish?

The solution really is very basic.
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Bypassi ng these four danms offers the best chance for
returning the levels of salnon, not only beyond
endangered species status but also to harvestable

| evel s.

Recreational fishing nmeans nore business
and a vi brant Northwest econony.

In fact private business has already begun
contingency plans to replace the small amount of
energy we will | ose when the dans are bypassed and it
changed the nethod of cargo transportation

The free market is ready and willing to
respond to dam bypass, and it just nmakes a |l ot nore
sense to ne to have grain on the highway and fish in
the river, not the other way around.

This continued state policy of no, no, no
chance, also will lead to the use of nore |daho water,
perhaps an additional mllion acre-feet of water per
year to try to send sal non over these fish killing
dans.

Bypassi ng the dans neans savi ng | daho water
for |dahoans.

Al so, and very inportantly, saving of the
salnmon will honor the treaties we have signed with
Native Anmericans and prevent paying literally billions

of dollars in reparations for breaking yet another
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treaty.

The Nez Perce Tribes saved the Lewis &
Clark expedition fromstarvation nearly 200 years ago
partly by feeding them salnmon. W should return the
favor and make sure the Nez Perce continue to have
salmon in their | egacy as well as ours.

Over 30 years of studies and failed
policies it is quite enough

This is the tine to protect the livability
and accountability of our local conmunities. This is
the tine to take bold action to save the very synbol
of our Northwest and |daho heritage. This is the tine
to do the only thing, bypass these four dams. These
danms just don't nmke sense for sal non or for people.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Roger .

Dal e Pearce, followed by Sherl Chapman,
foll owed by Ted Eisele, or Eisele.

MR. DALE PEARCE: Dal e Pearce, from

Wi ser.

Gover nment has never been slow to pick up
on the fact that all wealth cones fromthe earth. And
| suppose that's why we're all here today, basically,

because big governnent just happened to notice that
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they control water, power to our property.

Qur founders gave | awful Constitutiona
government one function, just enough power to protect
our life, liberty and property, but not enough power
to take our life, liberty and property.

Sal non is the crucible, salnmon is the
justification that divides |Idahoans. It is about
provocation, | believe, and it is about gauntlets.

Here we have sal non that have to get past
the 200 mile corridor of Russian and Chi nese and
Japanese crawlers with their drag nets, then the terns
goi ng, and the seals coming, waiting to harvest their
25 million smolts, then through the gill nets, before
they even get to the dans on the Col unmbia River, nuch
| ess the Snake River.

This causes ne to question the sincerity of
those that would inpose a radical solution on a sinple
guestion. Ranchers and farnmers, the ag producers, are
now runni ng the big governnment gauntlet of the BLM
OSHA, NWMFS, the Corps, U S. Fish and Wldlife, and how
about the U. S. Forest Service?

Now, have we any del usions that we wl|l
have better luck than the salnmon at the end of this
run? Do we really accept the prenmise that the | ower

four dans is where governnent woul d stop?
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This is an attack on property rights. And
America's econom c base. \Whether it's the 1.7 mllion
acres of coal confiscated in Utah or the spotted ow
or the ground squirrel or the grizzly, or how about
Bi g Foot ?

In April of 1994 M. Clinton said on MLV,
it is necessary to give up a little freedomin order
to get greater security.

VWhat other little freedons |ike the right
to keep our property nust we give up to achieve this
great security? Ben Franklin said those that would
give up essential liberty for tenporary security
deserve neither liberty nor freedom

I think I will stick with Ben and not Bill.

What provocation will it take to bring us
all into conpliance? How about the house fly? Big
government woul d have to get rid of the Anerican
housewi fe, and screen doors, since they are the
greatest obstacle to the generation of that species.

This is the war on the west and we're not
allowed to win.

| ask that we put the jeanie back in the
bottle. Governnment is to protect property, not to
take property.

Let's quit straightening the deck chairs on
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the Titanic. W need to breach the bureaucraci es and
regul ation edits that are inposed by force upon us.

I'"d |ike you to inundate your Congressmen
with your letters and phone calls, and renenber the
decl aration of independence where it says nen are
endowed by their creator with certain inalienable
rights, that anong these are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness which our founding fathers said
referred specifically to private property.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Dal e.

Sher| Chaprman, followed by Ted Eisele, |
think it is, and Al Palin.

MR, SHERL CHAPMAN: Thank you for
allowing us to testify on this inportant issue before
you.

I want to focus my comrents on the flow
augnent ation i ssues that are surrounding this
particul ar concern of all of ours.

The 1 daho Water Users Association is an
association of irrigation districts and cana
conmpani es representing essentially about 1.9 mllion

acres of irrigated land in |Idaho.

We are the people who nanage the water that

essentially has been used for flow augnentation out of
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Sout hern Idaho. W're the only group, the |Idaho Water
Users Association and the irrigators | represent, that
had voluntarily stepped forward and contributed a
resource in an effort to recover salnon and to gather
dat a.

We' ve passed statutes through our
| egi sl ature, we have voluntarily vented water to the
Bureau of Reclamation for |egal use of water for flow
augnentation, in an effort to try to determ ne whether
or not enhanced fl ows hel p the sal non.

Over the last ten years we've sent nore
than 20 billion acre-feet of water downstream Part
of that fromthe Snake River basin, part of it from
the Cl earwater basin, but all of it |Idaho water

Fl ow augnment ati on has occurred in Idaho
since 1983. The 20 nmillion acre-feet of water that |
referred to has just occurred since 1990.

The issues that we have heard today
di scussed seemto focus on you either breach the dans
or you take Idaho water. That's just not true.

As you are well aware, in the EIS and in
the All-H paper, all of the options that include
breaching include at least two million acre-feet of
| daho wat er as continued fl ow augnentation for sal non

recovery.
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The studies that the National Marine
Fi sheri es Service have put together indicate that
there is absolutely zero increase in survival due to
enhanced fl ow and fl ow augnmentati on

There is sone data that woul d suggest that
there may be a relationship between fall Chinook and
the fl ow augnentation issues.

Many woul d suggest, well, the answer is to
take additional water. |If you do that, then we | ose
at | east 630,000 acres of irrigated land in |Idaho at
an annual cost of over 430 million dollars, according
to the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation studies.

That's not reasonable, that's not prudent,
and it's not the way that | think the Pacific
Nor t hwest ought to nove ahead.

Clearly flow augnentation does not work, it
shoul d be di scarded as one of the options.

There are other options to use. There are
other things that we can look at. But clearly taking
water from ldaho's farmers is not the answer. It
shoul d not be considered as a given. This is
somet hing we voluntarily contri buted.

W will work with the agencies. But it is
| daho wat er.

Thank you.
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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
Sherl .
Ted Eisele, Al Palin, and Lahsha Johnston
MR, TED EI SELE: Thank you. | am Ted
Eisele. | am from Boise

I want to first of all thank you all for
coming to our fair city today. W really appreciate
the chance to talk to you and give you our feelings on
this critical issue.

| also want to say you don't look like a
bunch of stuffy East Coast bureaucrats. And
apol ogi ze for that, but that's what | have been
hearing all day on the radio. There's an ad by the
Li eut enant Governor of our fair state, saying that
today we are going to have a bunch of East Coast

bureaucrats talking to a bunch fish friendly radicals.

And |I'msorry, but | don't feel like a
radi cal because | |ove salnon, and as | | ook around
the roomtoday, | haven't seen a | ot of people who

| ook out of the ordinary to nme either

I don't see anything radi cal about | oving
sal mon, and appreciating the resource that we've had
as a heritage in our state and that we are | osing, and
that we desperately want to keep. | don't see

anyt hing radi cal about saying that the dans shoul d be
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breached, when these danms produce only 4 percent of
the Northwest power, when they serve only 13
Washington farnms with irrigation water, which these
farms can still be served if they put in punps.

When the barge systemthat we've talked
about noves only 18 percent of ldaho's grain and 2
percent of our tinber, all subsidized by the taxpayer,
I don't understand why the railways and the trucking
systems can't carry these commodities, and why we as
t axpayers have to suppl enent, or subsidize this
system

| cane up with a little mathematica
equation to express ny feelings. It goes like this.
Breach the dans, plus stop barging, plus stop
dr edgi ng, equals saving tax dollars, plus returning to
the free market systemfor grain slipping, plus the
return of salnon, plus 170 mllion dollars and 4,500
jobs for the local river econom es, plus saving water
for ldaho farns.

Now, that seems to me to be a win-win
si tuation.

We keep hearing howthis is a really
difficult issue and there are terrible trade-offs in
this decision, but it seems to me that if we breach

the dans there is a terrible up side for an awful | ot
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of peopl e.

Finally, | want to say that two years ago
went to Al aska to fish for sal non, because that's been
a dreamof nmine all ny Iife. | have lived in
sout hwest |daho for 20 years. And | went up to Al aska
two years ago, and | caught salnon. It was a
tremendous experience.

Those were the first salnon | had seen in
the wild in ny entire life. After 20 years in |daho
had never seen one. But | saw themin Al aska.

Now, | recognize it's going to take a while
to bring sal non back. Mybe for ne, if | want to see
sal mon, | am going to have to continue to go to
Al aska

But I want ny children to see salnon in
Idaho. And if you have the courage to take the right
step and breach the danms, | am hopeful that they wll.

Thank you very mnuch.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Ted.

Al Palin, Lahsha Johnston, and Bart, |
think it's Bart Burchert, Burchert.

MR. AL PALIN: I'd like to thank the
committee for extending the conment period. And thank

you for showi ng up today.
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My name is Al Palin and | am speaking for
nysel f today.

According to the Food and Drug
Admi nistration study done in 1996, one Chi nook sal non
was traced fromthe central Aleutian Islands of Al aska
and was recovered one year l|later 3500 miles away on
t he Sal non River in |daho.

This shows that they mgrate great
di stances and are subject to i Mmense fishing
pressures, from Russia, from Japan, U S. comercia
fi shernen, before they even reach the Col unbia River.

On the Forest Service web page on
endangered salnmon it states, overharvesting of Chinook
sal non by comrercial, recreational, and subsistence
fisheries as well as disease may contribute to the
decline of this stock.

There was not one word mentioned about
dans.

On the Scena and Frazer Rivers in British
Col unbi a sal non, sal non popul ati ons have declined from
'"94 until 1998, the | ast year that data was avail abl e.

It is inportant to note that on these two
rivers there are no dans.

Wbl ves were supposedly extinct in |Idaho, so

st ocks were brought in from Canada. People are happy.
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The wol ves are near delisting. So let's explore the
best way to restore salnon runs and inproving the
dans. |If the stocks run low, inport salnmon from
Russi a, Canada, or Al aska, because if wolves are

wol ves, salnmon are salnmon. Their DNA isn't that

di fferent.

On the transportation issue. Three days
ago on CNN it was stated that one over-the-road diese
truck in one year emts pollution equal to 3,000 cars.

I f ocean access is denied to the Port of
Lewi ston, think of the pollution that that wll
involve. This in turn will cause nore governnment
regul ations. Do we really need that?

On the loss of farmland. When you halt
food production sonewhere, soneone in the world is
going to go hungry. There's enough hunger in the
wor | d now.

I love to fish and | would [ove to see the
sal non return. But environnental species act critics
say it does not go far enough.

| say if we give wolves, salnon, grizzly
bears, snail darters and bruno nails the same val ue as
human life, then | say the ESA doesn't address the
problemat all. |If they are equal to hunmans, then

humans becone the endangered species. We will be on
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the slippery slope to government mandat ed popul ation
control. Don't go there.

| support Alternative 2. And | oppose
Al ternative 4.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Al.

Lahsha Johnston, followed by is it Bart?

I s Lahsha here? You know who you are, the next
person. Cone on up. You're the next one. Followed
by d enn Burdick

M5. JANET BURCHERT: | am Janet
Burchert, and | ama citizen. You all have done such
a nice job of being attentive, and | really appreciate
it.

I"'mgoing to get rid of about
three-quarters of this in hopes of getting someone
el se up.

I'"'m here today in support of Alternative 4
in the Corps's Draft EIS and urge you to increase
investment in all of the Hs, including damrenoval, as
outlined in the Al-H paper

I have cone to believe after a significant
anmount of personal study that breaching the | ower four

dans on this river system and inproving habitat and
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hat cheries provides the best alternative suggested so
far to restore our salnon and steel head runs.

| don't say this without also know ng that
we nmust invest to mitigate negative inpacts to sone
farmers and the people of Lewiston. W can do that

nore effectively than the report currently states,

t hi nk.

Pl ease revisit that section along with cost
associated with | oss of power. | think they are too
hi gh.

This is one of the those defining nonents
when we can turn forward or we can hold onto the past.
I would urge to you help us nove ahead with aggressive
measures to save sal non.

Thanks.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Janet .

G en Burdick, followed by Evelyn
Mar zinelli, followed by Gary Richardson. Are any of
t hose peopl e here?

Evel yn.

MS. EVELYN MARZI NELLI : H . Thank
you for being here and thank you for waiting to let ne
speak.

My nanme is Evelyn Marzinelli and | ama
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citizen and I am al so the great granddaughter of wagon
train emgrants to |Idaho, even though | had the

m sfortune of being born in a state that starts with a
C that nobody says.

About dam breaching, which I think is the
bottomline of what we are tal king about. Well, one
st ep above the sal non.

The four danms on the Lower Snake River nust
be breached if there is any chance at all of bringing
back wild sal non runs in |daho.

We have all heard the opinions of the
majority of scientists who agree. The mjority.

The few scientists who di sagree have
conflicts of interest, | believe. They have been
hired by those conpanies or entities who have been
feeding at the trough for all these years.

Humans are not going extinct. |daho sal non
are. Alnost all humans have the God given ability to
change, learn and adapt. Just because one's job is no
| onger needed, alternative jobs can be found or even
made.

How do | know? Four tines in ny life
have had to nove ny famly to another city or state
because of |ayoffs. Three tinmes were because of the

actions of Congress who capriciously changed defense
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contracts fromone state to another. Once was because
a corporation decided to close one of its operations,
and | luckily ended up back in |daho.

My family and | survived and we | earned and
we adapted, always with unexpected favorable results.

Wth all due respect and conpassion for
those relatively few people who nmay have to rel ocate
or learn a new profession, if the danms are breached,
hope, with help fromthe rest of us, through
governnment aid, | believe industries or jobs should
not be nmaintai ned or subsidized by taxpayers as a
whol e, nmerely for the sustaining of the work force,
especi ally when such a grave loss, the extinction of a
once vi brant species, is the cost.

The | argest benefactor of the small anopunt
of cheap electricity produced by the danms is the old
i nefficient alum numindustry. It and other like
m nded busi nesses have exerted years of influence with
some Northwest politicians through huge payouts to
political canpaigns, |obbyists, and by m sl eading
enotional adverti sing.

Their factories and businesses shoul d be
upgraded to use the least, not the nost electricity.

Wth rigorous support of electricity

conservation nethods all of the electricity users
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could easily save the anpbunt of electricity now wasted
by inefficiency.

If we study | ong enough and we wait | ong
enough, argue | ong enough, there will be nothing to

study, nothing to weight for and nothing to argue

over.
Is that what dam proponents hope for?
Fish extinction is forever. |If a human

| oses his life, he can adapt. |If a salnon loses its

job, it dies.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Evel yn.
And Jerry Richardson, are you here?
Ckay. It is 5:30 at this point. Can | see
how many people are still waiting here that wanted to

speak? Four people.

COL. STROCK: We will take all four of
t hem

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Great.
Where were the hands again? Let's just start here,
and if you guys could just come up to the microphones
and we will get right on through here. Thanks very
much for waiting.

MR, DELBERT ESPLI N: Sci ence changes

t hrough the years.
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MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG G ve us your
nane.

MR. DELBERT ESPLI N: Del bert Esplin

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks

MR. DELBERT ESPLI N: On ny own.
Trying to farmand can't us because of the conditions
of the government. | tried to.

My kids are not going to be able to farm
My heritage is gone.

I know to breach the dans is going to hurt,
cost a lot of nmoney. It is great to save the sal non.
But there hasn't been a thing nentioned here, naybe a
little bit, the fact that we are worried about the
Native Americans, we are worried about the sal non, we
are worried about these, but nobody gives a darn about
wat er rights.

Where's our government on water rights? No
one gives a darn. They aren't state owned. The water
is owmed by the state, if they renenber back when
Anmerica was Anmerica. And they don't care about
honmest eads. They are going to take them

They don't care about range rights.

They' re taking them
And minority is not to be ruled by

maj ority.
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There is only 12 farnmers, ranchers over on
the Owhee, that is no reason to be kicked off.

That is not the American way. The Anmerican
way was set up to protect the mnority and protect his
property, and we are not protecting property. W are
|l osing, we are losing, we are |osing.

And | have already been hurt by it. They
turned water down the Payette River, Black Canyon,
prom sed | would get, they turned it down in August.

It is hard to finish a crop in this warmcountry
wi t hout that water.

So they are already hurting ne. M kids
have to leave. And it's all nonsense. And these
peopl e go on tal ki ng about support. Farnmer support.

Price supports hurt the farmers. They help
the buyer. They keep the prices so low. | mlked
cows, and | never did get down to the |ow price.
That's nonsense.

And | lived by a park, | was raised by a

park, and | know they are not going to quit pushing.
I know back 40 years ago, the environmentalists said
they were going to take forest service, no desert.
Now t hey are taking desert.

If they take these four dans, they wll

take Bl ack Canyon, they will take the ones up Al der,
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they' Il take every damthey can get, and they are
di shonest .
They are kind of like sonme people in
Washi ngton, D.C. are, they don't always tell the
truth, like who invented the Internet and who they
have in the oval office with them on Sunday
af t er noon.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Del bert.
Next here.
MS. ANNE HAUSRATH: My nanme is Anne
Hausrath. | want to thank you for listening and
staying so long and letting us speak.
| really appreciate the opportunity. A |ot
has been said here today. | amgoing to keep it
sinmple. | urge you, breach the danms and provide
mtigation to those who will suffer economcally.
Thank you.
MR. JEFF ABRANMS: Thanks for giving
me the chance here.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Your name.
MR, JEFF ABRAMS: My nanme is Jeff
Abranms, |ive here in Boise

We neet in an hour of change and chal | enge
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in the decade of hope and fear in an age of both
know edge and i gnorance.

The greater our know edge increases, the
greater our ignorance unfolds.

We choose to go to the noon in this decade,
not because it is easy, but because it is hard. But
it will be done. At that nmoment in Anmerican history
Presi dent John F. Kennedy made a profound conmm tnment.
In that bold comm tnent of choice and decision a
par odym was shattered. Success was a deliberative
process initiated that very instant of commitnent.

The spirit and courage of the words of
Presi dent Kennedy are the antithesis of the convol uted
sal non recovery process that has been | ong on acronymns
and short on truth.

The notion of having the United States
mlitary coordinate with marine fisheries comrerce
regul ators on endangered species recovery is akin to
havi ng Vol kswagen and Till anbok cheese conpany plan a
m ssion to the noon.

We have spent close to four billion dollars
and used al nost as many excuses in our failed attenpt
to justify a m stake that was committed by a region
and a governnment during the far different era.

The socialistic styled econoni es that
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establ i shed the west, providing jobs, and an
artificial demand for power have | ong been outdated.
Mar ket forces are taking over, despite the |obbying
efforts of the pork barrel beneficiaries of the status
quo.

In the new m |l ennium capitalism and
conpetition will drive the econonies of the Northwest.
Enterprising individuals and busi nesses are coming to
recogni ze and take advantage of this shift.

Nort hwest power enterprises net |ast week
with the officials in Eastern Washington to present a
five million dollar project to produce 1100 negawatts
of electricity near the city of Starbuck. Lyons Ferry
Power Conpany has a simlar proposal in the
prelimnary stages of devel opnment.

Citing increased flexibility and the
energence of conpetitive rail shipping costs, a four
mllion dollar grain elevator and storage facility is
bei ng constructed in the Tri-Cities area.

Time and tinme again market econom es have
proven that they can react to new situations and
create solutions that are better and far nore
efficient.

In addition to our econonies socia

attitudes are evolving as well. Slowy but surely
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peopl e are recognizing that the earth is not flat.

Manki nd's place in this world is now being
exam ned nore holistically, priorities are being
reeval uated, the neasure of success of our human
condition is being redefined.

Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber's recent
conment s enbodi ed this fundanental shift when he
asked, will we as a region act to save the sal non or
| et them go extent?

To me there is but one answer. W nust.

Humans are the species that has the ability
to change and adapt. The fish in this instance
cannot. The breath taking speed at which we have
altered so fundanentally the environnment of sal non and
st eel head, has rendered their course of evolution
usel ess. They are going away unl ess we choose
ot herwi se.

In closing, 40 years ago we nade a
commtnent to put a man on the nmoon. Courage, honor
and dignity will put the fish back into our rivers.

Breach the dans.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Jeff.
And our final speaker this afternoon.

MR. DI CK DAHGREN: Yeah. M nane is
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Di ck Dahgren. | amw th Vision Fol ks of the West, and
| amalso a real estate broker of 30 years. M

speci alty has been recreational real estate, nminly
along the rivers and streans.

I have two problenms with what | have read
as far as sonme of your findings.

And the first one is, it deals with the use
of hatcheries and future mitigation plans.

And | would like to rem nd the panel that
those hatcheries, you know, fromLittle Sal non, Rapid
Ri ver, Pasimerine, New Meadows, Saw-tooth, Dwarshak,
they were constructed for one purpose, and that was to
provi de sal non and steel head for fishing, for
recreational fishing.

The Saw-tooth hatchery al one had a
mtigation plan that called for 18,500 fish annually.
This year we had 197 fish.

So | have a little problemif you are
i ncludi ng the sports fishing aspect of these
hat cheries as part of an ESA conponent.

And the second point that | would like to
address, | would like you very nmuch to reconsider and
per haps devel op an addendum is the val ue of
recreational real estate, a resurgence in the value of

these properties as little ghost towns, tiny cabins
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here and there, along all the rivers in Idaho, not
just the larger cities, you know, the Claytons. [|I'm
tal ki ng about everywhere you see a |little cabin that
is dilapidated, it is vacant, falling down, has been
vandal i zed.

I have been talking to sone of ny associate
brokers that have dealt in real estate, what do you
think the value is, if we had a good strong fishery
that would return to Idaho, what do you think the
val ue woul d be per year? Very conservatively, 100
mllion dollars in real estate sales.

That has not been addressed in any of the
plans, and | think it should be included as part of
what ever, maybe a separate category, or at |east part
of the recreation features.

Thank you very much

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very nuch.

And thank you all very much for staying
with us for the entire afternoon, and thank you to the
panel for listening, and thank you to the rest of you
for sitting here and listening to everybody el se.

| appreciate your assistance today. And
appreci ate being wel coned here in Boise as well as we

have been.
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see you | ater.

(5:45 p.m)
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typewiting and that the foregoing transcript
consisting, of 174 typewitten pages is a true and
correct transcript of all such testinony adduced and
proceedi ngs had and of the whol e thereof.

Wtness nmy hand at Pendl eton, Oregon, on

this day of April, 2000.

WlliamJ. Bridges

Certified Shorthand Reporter
Certificate No. 91-0244

My certificate expires: 10-31-01



