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MR. BI LL SHAKE
U S Fish and Wldlife
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Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service

BRI GADI ER GENERAL CARL STROCK

U S. Arny Corps of Engineers

MS. SARAH McNARY
Bonnevi |l | e Power Adm ni strat

MR. M KE CROUSE
Bur eau of Land Managenent
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Mbder at or
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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled matter canme on
for hearing at the hour of 1:30 p.m, Thursday, February 10,
2000, at the Lewi s-Clark Convention Center, Cl arkston
Washi ngton, State of Washi ngton.

(Overview presentati on was given but not reported.)
(Wher eupon the follow ng public conment session was had
as follows, to-wit:)

MS. COLLIS: Okay, before we start our public coment
period, let me do a couple of things. First et ne again
rem nd you of the ground rules. Please treat one another with
respect. No clapping, booing, cheering, all that kind of
stuff. Hold your applause no matter how you feel about what's
bei ng said. Take your opportunity to respond to that in your
coments, either witten or oral.

Let me also say, if the presentations that you just heard
rai sed any questions in your mnd, since we are not going to do
our Q and A period, please be sure and take your questions to
staff nmenbers in the open house.

And also, just a note, we -- it's been nmy experience so
far with our hearings that we can probably accommpdate nmaybe 50
to 60 people before we break at 5:00, depending on how quickly
people are prepared to get to the mc and that kind of thing.

I have 150 people signed up to speak, so we are obviously
not going to get to everybody, so one nore tinme | want to

invite you to make your coments either on tape recorder in the
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room next door, room 103, or get your conments in in witing.
Now, the advantage to getting your comments in in witing is
that you are not held to any tine limt or even page linmt, so
you can say all you want.

Here in this room and over on the tape recorder you are
held to a three-minute tine limt. So, those are your other
alternatives, and | would urge you to take advantage of them

Now, the way this is going to work is |I'mgoing to cal
your nanme to cone to the m crophone based on our sign-up
sheets, and you saw out there that we had four lines for
sign-up sheets. And what I'mgoing to do is take the first
nanme on the first sign-up sheet and then the first nane on the
second sign-up sheet and go across all four sheets like that
and then cone back and start at nunber two and go down the I|ist
like that.

"Il call the name of the person who is up to testify and
the person who is next. |If the person who is next could get to
the ot her m crophone and be ready, that would really help us
get through as many coments as we can to accommpdate as nany
of you as we can.

Also, I'mgoing to ask if the people standing in the
doorway could be sure to | eave a space, an opening, because
some of the people who have signed up are out in the foyer
waiting to come in when their name is called, so please keep an

ai sl e open there, if you woul d.
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Pl ease watch the lights in front of you. The green |ight
means speak. The yellow light indicates one mnute left, and
the red |light neans stop. And again, |I'll help you with that,
what ever that neans.

GEN. STROCK: If Cathryn let's you keep talking we are
going to stop listening when the red |ight goes off.

MS. COLLIS: And again, the faster you can sumup and | et
the next person cone up with people and coments, we can
accommuodat e.

Agai n, because the neeting is being transcribed, please
i ndi cate whether you are commenting on the Corps' EIS, the
Federal Caucus All-H Paper, or the John Day Drawdown Study or
any of those or all of those. And if you don't know or aren't
sure, that's okay. We will use our judgnent to be sure and get
your coments to the right place.

We are going to begin by allow ng some of our elected
officials a brief word, and then I'Il begin on our list. From
the tribe we have three elected officials who would like to
speak: Sam Penney first and then Janes Holt and then Janie
Pi nkham So you if you can get ready, please. The nicrophones
are right there and right there. Are you San? Okay, great.

If you can get over there and Janes over there and be ready and
Jaime in the wings, that would be great. Thank you. Go
ahead.

MR. PENNEY: Thank you. M nane is Sam Penney. [|'m

Page 5



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Chairman of the Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee. First of
all, I would like to express to the federal officials that the
tribe will be |ooking forward to a governnent-to-government
consultation with the Tribe as outlined in President Clinton's
Menor andum on gover nment -t o- gover nnent rel ati onshi ps, as wel

as the suggested order on enhancing inner-governnent al
partnershi ps which both say that prior to inplenentation of any
action, a tribe nust be consulted prior to any action that

i npacts tribal trust resource. So, we will |look forward to a
governnent -t o- governnent neeting with the federal officials
here today.

One thing | would like to also express, |I'mwearing a
nmedal | i on that was given to nme by the late Richard Half Moon's
famly. Richard was a -- served the Nez Perce Tribal Executive
Committee for 33 years and served 17 years of those as Chairnman
of the Nez Perce Tribe.

At first I wasn't concerned when | saw the ad in the
paper about where it says D-Day, but yesterday one of ny
col | eagues canme in and said they heard an ad on the radio that
had the same description but had gunfire on it. | expressed to
my colleague that | felt that wasn't very considerate of those
veterans that served during World War Il and to use the word
D-Day for this neeting. There are many veterans, not only here
in this country, but around the world that fought and gave

their lives during D Day.
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Al so, for the federal officials and other elected
officials, many tines | get questions about treaties. And a
treaty by definition is an agreement or contract between two or
nore nations or sovereigns, and these are ratified by the
soverei gns, in our case, between the United States Governnent
and the Nez Perce Tribe. So, the treaties are valid to this
day.

And also, 1'd like to point out Article XI of the U S
Constitution, which is commonly called the supremacy cl ause.
What the supremacy clause says is: "This Constitution, and the
Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance
thereof; and all Treaties nmade, or which shall be made, under
the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of
the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby,
any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the
Contrary notwi thstandi ng."

And further it goes on. The second paragraph says: "The
Senat ors and Representatives before nmentioned, and the Menbers
of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and
judicial Oficers, both of the United States and of the severa
States, shall be bound by Gath or Affirmation, to support this
Constitution.™

MS. COLLIS: Wap it up, please.

MR, PENNEY: So, | will rem nd you, please, by taking

that oath you al so swear to uphold the treaties that are
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between the tribe and the United States.

Also, ny final comment on the All-H Paper: | know people
have added a human aspect. | think that's inportant, but I
would Iike to add one nore on behalf of the tribe, and that's
the word honor. We expect the treaties to be honored by the
federal governnent and the foll owi ng agencies on the treaty's
reserved right to fish for salnon. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you. Appreciate it. James Holt.

MR, HOLT: Good afternoon. M name is Janmes Holt. [|I'm
al so a nenber of the tribe's governing body, and |I'malso the
Chai rman of the Colunbia River Inter-Tribal Fishing
Commission. | would like to talk to you today about the
i nportance of the salnon for our culture.

For nore than 10,000 years the Nez Perce Tribe has been
relying on the salnon and have lived and fished in this
country. Not a nere decade it appears that salnon are on the
brink of extinction, gone forever. The Nez Perce people will
not accept extinction as the inevitable price of progress.

We support the breach of the four |ower Snake dans as the
best neans for restoring the salnon for our future generations
who will inherit this |Iandscape and the waters of the Sal non
and the Cl earwater, the Snake, and the Col unbia Rivers.

Man is destroying our nmother earth. Al npbst seenms w thout
di sregard of our future and unborn generations, and that's not

right.
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In our 1855 treaty with the United States, the Nez Perce
Tribe expressly reserved the rights to take fish at all usua
and accustoned places. In the words of the United States
Suprene Court, our fishing rights were not nuch | ess necessary
to the existence of the Indian people than the very atnosphere
t hey breat he.

Today it's al nost inconceivable that every run of sal non
that returns to Nez Perce Country is either extinct or listed
on the Endangered Species |list as threatened or endangered.

We know that the Nez Perce Tribe as a people have nore to
| ose than anyone if the salnon runs go away forever. The tribe
is deeply involved in sal non recovery neasures, but we know
that these efforts al one cannot save the salnmon. W know t hat
the dans kill up to 99 percent of the salnon. W know that
fromthe scientific studies that breaching the four |ower Snake
dans is the best option for saving these sal non from
extinction.

These dans which sonme see as nmines of progress have a
different meaning to ne. These dans have becone a synbol of
death, the death of the ultimate extinction of the sal non.
These concrete nodelists are nore |ike tonmbstones. But it's
not too late to save these sal non and undue the damage that man
has done and so that we have cl ean water and waterways for the
tribes and the people that will conme after us.

The Nez Perce Tribe supports investnents in the econonic
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package to offset the econom c cost of breaching in our |oca
communities. But the region will benefit from sal non and cl ean
wat er .

It is clear that a decision to breach the danms will
require nore than support of the best science which we have.
More than being a threat of extinction that hangs over our
heads like a black cloud. It will require courage, strength,
and determination on the part of our |eadership and our policy
mekers here in the region and the federal government. So
urge you to resist calls for maintaining the status quo here in
the region when it conmes to salnon and dans. |f you continue
to choose this course, the face of the evidence which pointly
clears -- points towards the extinction of the salnon, there
will be no decision to nake. The sound will be gone.

MS. COLLIS: Wap up please, Janes.

MR, HOLT: So the Nez Perce Tribe urges you, then, to
breach the | ower Snake dams. |It's the only decision we can
meke for our future. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Janes. Janie

MR, PINKHAM  Thank you. M name is Jami e Pinkham [|I'm
the Treasurer for the Nez Perce Tribal Executive Conmittee, and
I would like to welcone you to Nez Perce country.

In the Chairman's opening remarks he referred to a
col | eague of his and that coll eague happened to be nine. M

uncle was in Wirld War Il. He was in France at Nornmandy on a
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beach call ed Omha, and after the war he returned to his

honel and as a fisherman to fish where his father and
grandf at hers had fished for generations. And he wore a uniform
for a country that wasn't always kind to his ancestors.

But he served his country well, and he fought for
denocracy. He fought to secure individual and community
liberties. And if we are to draw upon the lessons of D-Day in
this debate, it should be in the core values of duty in the
exanpl e that they set by serving along side people of different
cultures, people fromdifferent countries, people with
different values. And he served together honorably. And this
shoul d serve as ground rules, not just inside this roombut for
out side as wel|.

In the Governor's state address he tal ked about the pride
that nmust be ldaho's in its diversity. |In that respect, the
spirit of diversity, the tribal voice nust be heard because the
voi ce that expresses the sacred allegiance with nature and its
boundari es, such as the sal non.

It expresses a noral and a | egal obligation in treaties a
century and a half old, and it also expresses a voice rooted in
the history over 10,000 years on the |andscape including this
pl ace we are neeting today.

It's inportant to note that the Nez Perce Tribe is a
| eader in salnon recovery. W endorse, obviously, the renova

of the four | ower Snake River dans, but also we need to | ook at
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the other contributions the Nez Perce Tribe is making.

We are innovative and on the cutting edge of science and
technol ogy in our production and supplenentation efforts to
hel p restore harvestable | evels of sal non.

We work on tribal land that is co-nmanaged on federa
| ands to restore and protect salnon habitat. And we have a
tri bal conservation enforcenent function to ensure our
cerenoni al subsi stence harvest provides adequate returns for
today' s production quot as.

Yet even in |light of these acconplishnents and efforts we
al so nust wei gh the devastating inpact caused by the nmainstream
river systemas juveniles mgrate to sea or as the adults
return to the healing waters of their birth to renew life.

In the tribal position we expect that the federa
government not only be accountable for the decision, but also
be accountable for the consequence of the decision by
mtigating the economc inpacts felt by the danms when they are
renmoved

In reviewing the Pacific Northwest forest plan to
saf eguard anot her endangered species the federal governnent
provi ded economi ¢ adjustnment initiatives that was about 999.6
mllion, alnost one billion dollars over a five-year period to
hel p rebuild economies in transition. This cane from sixteen
progranms fromten federal agenci es where worker training,

community and infrastructure devel opment and ecosystem
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devel opnent for |and restoration

And to conclude, by no neans is breaching the easy
decision. It's perhaps one of the npst gut wenching deci sions
el ected political |eaders, including tribes, nust make. The
easy decision is the status quo. If we thrive on diversity, we
shoul d not | et personal attacks and hollow i nformati on define
the character of this debate. When this debate is over,
regardl ess of its outcome, we will continue to be neighbors,
and | pray that the character of this debate does not break the
bond of the community. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Jam e. Lieutenant Governor
Oter, are you here and would you like to corment? And after
Li eut enant Governor, Jeff Nessett, would you conme up, please.

LT. GOV. OITER  Good afternoon, menbers of the Caucus.
It's nmy pleasure to wel cone you to Idaho, alnpbst. | guess
that's where we were going to start, when | started witing the
coments that's where we were going to neet. But | have the
di stinct honor of |eading a delegation from Boise today that
represents not only the Legislative and Executive branches of
government, but also represents the entire state. And we want
the Lewi ston area of lIdaho to know that the entire state stands
behi nd Lew ston, |daho.

Let me note at the outset that the state is continuing to
assess the docunments which you have provided us through the

Arny Corps of Engineers and the Federal Caucus. As you may
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know Gover nor Kenpthorne has sworn a group of advisors known as
the sal non cabinet. For all of the relevant state agencies
have been neeting since |last year to develop the scientific and
technical data, and they are still putting together that
informati on and results of those studies will be presented to
you in two weeks at another neeting that you're going to have

i n |daho.

Qur state does stand ready to work with the federa
government to develop a plan in cooperation with the federa
governnent, but we are not going to tolerate any attenpt by
Washington D.C. to dictate solutions to Idaho.

If you want a road nmap on how not to work with the state
on issues such as this, | point to your colleagues in the
Forest departnent, the Forest Service, trying to do -- and what
they are trying to do with President Clinton's initiative on
the roadl ess proposal. And that's why |I'm pleased that you are
taking this information and taking it out for public coment.
And that's why |I'm pl eased that you are holding off on
announcing a preferred course of action until you have these
heari ngs.

But | amhere to tell you that on behalf of the Governor
of this state that | hold and insist on two principals that are
nonnegoti able. No. 1, Idaho will not support additional flows
of Idaho's water above and beyond that which is authorized by

| daho State Law.
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Second, ldaho categorically will not support breaching
the Snake River dans as part of the recovery plan. The All-H
Paper covers all the biological and technical areas: harvest,
habitat, hatcheries, and hydropower. There's one H that seemns
to be left out, and that's humans, real people, real famlies
that could be affected by the decisions that you consider on
this issue.

They are here in nunbers today, and they will tell you
much better than | could about their ability to work and live
here and whether or not their lives can be nmmintained or
devast at ed dependi ng upon the options you choose. Thank you
very rmuch.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you very nuch. 1'd ask you to hold
your appl ause, please. Thank you very much. Please watch the
ground rules. Thanks a |lot. Appreciate it. Jeff, go ahead.

MR, NESSETT: Thank you. | would |ike to welcone all of
you to the Lewis/Clark Valley, and we appreciate what you are
doing for us, giving us an opportunity to speak on an issue, as
you can see, is very, very inportant to our area

On Resolution 9868 the Lewiston City Council would Iike
to nmove and present: Scientists have been unable to conme to a
consensus on the best nethod to restore sal non and steel head
runs in the Snake River. W are opposing reconmendi ng renoval
of the four |ower Snake River dams |ocated in Eastern

Washi ngton State and renoval of the four | ower Snhake River dams
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woul d have an adverse effect on jobs and community structure in
the City of Lew ston.

And, therefore, be it resolved by the Mayor and the
Council of the City of Lew ston, Idaho, the City Council and
the City of Lew ston supports efforts to restore sal non and
steel head runs in the Snake River systemand to preserve the
benefits of a remarkable river system and the dans whi ch nmake
t hose benefits possible.

That this Resolution shall take effect and be in ful
force fromand after its passage and approval, dated this 21st
day of Septenber, 1998, signed by nyself, Mayor Jess Nessett,
of Lew ston, |daho.

From your own reports in 1888 the Corps' report warns
Congress of an enornous reduction in the nunbers of spawning
fish in the Colunbia River. Mich has happened since then.
Much will continue to happen.

We ask that in your consideration you not consider only
the four Hs, but the 5th H which is the human and human econony
that are really going to be significantly inpacted in our
area. Please take that into consideration.

We want danms and we want fish, and we ask you to make it
happen.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you very nuch, Jeff. Senator Stegner
are you here? Want to neke conments. After Senator Stegner

Keith Johnson is the State Controller. Are you here, Keith?
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Great. Thank you. And just one nore, let ne just get one nore
in the wings. Thank you very nuch, Senator. Bruce Newconb,
are you here? Speaker of the House. Great. Thank you. Those
three are next. Thanks.

MR, STEGNER: Good afternoon. |'m Joe Stegner, an |daho
State Senator fromDistrict 6 which is basically Lew ston. |
amgoing to try to make three quick points in three mnutes.

The first point 1've told you before. | wish | had kept
track of the nunber of times |I've attended Corps of Engi neer
hearings on this issue. So, I'mgoing to tell you what | told
you | ast year and the year before and the year before for the
| ast five years and maybe | onger. To breach the dans wil |l
cripple this area. | believe that, and | think the majority of
the people that |ive here believe that.

We want the navigation benefits. W want the recreation
benefits. W want the power generation benefit, and we want
the cultural and social advantages the dams provide. And we
woul d |'i ke them mai nt ai ned.

The second point is that quite often because we
prioritize dans, we are characterized as being anti-fish, and
that's not true. |It's an unfair characterization. One that |
don't appreciate, and one that many people in the Valley don't
appreci ate.

We woul d Iike solutions to the fish issues that maintain

the dans in their current state. That is the basic prem se of
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many people's position here in the Valley.

The third point is that Idaho is united on this issue.

We have brought to speak today, sonme this afternoon and sone
toni ght the President Pro-tem of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the full delegation fromDistrict 6
in Lewi ston, and Lieutenant Governor fromthe State of |daho
and a Representative fromthe Controller's Ofice. | think

t hat speaks highly of the dedication of the State in comm t ment
on this issue. We will not be divided on this issue |ike we
have in the past. | think we have strong support for

mai nt ai ni ng control of our destiny, control of our water, and
mai nt enance of the dans on the Snake River. Thank you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Joe. Keith.

MR, JOHNSON. Good afternoon. M nane is Keith Johnson.
I'"'mthe Chief Deputy State Controller for the State of |daho.
I'"'m here representing the elected State Controller J.D
Wllians. He, unfortunately, is unable to be here due to
unfortunate scheduling conflicts. But | assure you he
under st ands the nmagnitude and i nportance of these issues, and
genui nely woul d have preferred to give his remarks personally.
He asked that | do so instead.

His comments are as follows: As a statew de el ected
official | have a great concern and responsibility for the
general well-being of Idaho's ecol ogi cal and economic interest.

As a nmenber of the State Board of Land Conmm ssions | am al so
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responsi ble for the direction and control of disposition of 2.4
mllion acres of public |and.

These dual roles require | do my best to protect the
of ten conpeting econom ¢ and environnental interests of |daho.
One of the nost inportant issues facing Idaho today is the
managenment of our water. Water is the lifeblood of our state.
Under the roles of the capacities in shipping, |ogging,
farm ng, recreation, and electricity.

As a longtime public servant in lIdaho | have gai ned a
great deal of experience in reviewing simlar situations and
know full well the difficulties that result when environments
and livelihoods collide. So it was after careful consideration
of a vast anmount of information |I nust conclude any decision to
breach the | ower Snake River dams at this tine is specul ative
at best and should, therefore, be avoided.

How | daho's water is utilized and the cost of the I|daho
State fish habitat nust be decided carefully, judicially, and
| ocally. Dam breaching will have cul pable and far-reaching
negati ve effects on the working people in Idaho. Vita
econonmic activity will return only after recovery, 24, 48 years
into the future

We can be assured jobs will be lost if the danms were
breached. What we cannot be assured the salnon will be saved
as a result. Ganbling on what m ght happen 25 years from now

with the livelihoods of current working Idahoans is a form of
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envi ronnental and economic roul ette bankrupt of any reasonabl e
natural resource.

Until science can provide reliable assurance that the
sal mon and steel head stocks will actually recover from dam
breaching, the existing livelihoods of |dahoans nust remain
par anount .

In addition, the evidence presented by the past
scientists which support dam breaching focus on the best case
scenario to provide ability to sal non under such an option
However, the estimated effects on salnon viability under a
bargai ning alternative focus on the worst case scenario.

Furthernore, the secondary environnental inpacts were not
even considered. |If the dans on the | ower Snake Rivers were
breached, 37,000 acres of farm and will be left fallow ng.
Farmng is |life for the land and provi de habitat for countless
species. |If we decide to breach the dans we nust consider the
viability of this ecosystem as well

When | talk with the working famlies of Idaho I'm going
to reflect on the authority of the Arny Corps of Engineers.
can enpathize with many people who feel alienated fromtheir
government since it was inevitable 150 scientists convened to
determ ne the best options for |Idaho resources then offer only
one. Let's pull the plug on the dans and see what happens.

It is trusted and guaranteed when an environnental group

i n support of dam destruction American rivers is funded by a
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Houst on based conpany producing gas fire turbines.

It is the people living and working and raising their
fam lies in ldaho who are best able to nmake common sense
deci sions regarding our rivers, not the federal governnment.

| was born and raised here, and |, too, take offense at
the i dea | dahoans do not care about |daho's environnent. The
decision to take away i ncone should not be based upon
specul ation, theories, or w shful ideas.

MS. COLLIS: | need you to sumup now, please, Keith.

MR, JOHNSON. Any solution to this issue nust consider
and enconpass all sides. Idaho accepts the burden in the fight
to save the sal mon but dam destruction, which is also econonic
destruction, is neither the only solution or the best solution
Idaho is and will be a state of opportunity, but only if
| dahoans are allowed to utilize the natural resources in a
responsi bl e manner with the benefit of our working famlies.
Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Keith. Bruce?

MR, NEWCOMB: Hi. |'m Bruce Newconb, and |I'mthe Speaker
of the House and an | daho Representative. The first position
is that in respect to the four Hs, when you choose to breach
the | ower dans you nmake an irreversible decision. And | think
before you make that decision, that all of the other
alternatives should be explored. And by everyone's adm ssion,

the one opponent that's been left off everybody's studies are
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-- is the ocean review. And primarily because variables are
hard and difficult to isolate.

But when you take variables such as 50 nmile nets and you
take El Nino, EIl Nina, and tenperatures -- and | think we've
| earned a | ot about tenperatures in the recent years as far as
what that neans to the salnon. And if you | ook at the Oregon
studies on the LC River, and | have nieces involved in those
studi es, they found out that they actually changed the genetic
makeup of the DNA of the snmolts and they were unable to survive
in the ocean because the change in tenperature because the DNA
was actually changed because the tenperature was not a factor
in considering in raising those fish in the hatchery. So that
was changed so they could better able survive in the ocean

The other thing is |, too, agree with the Governor's
statement there are five Hs here, and the 5th H bei ng hunans.

I think the soci oeconomic inpacts of everyone concerned needs
to be taken in consideration as we go down this row.

The one thing we have in the Northwest that we have as an
econonic benefit is the cheap power, and that keeps us able to
export what we have to export. So, the transportation studies
are such a factor. |If we get give away our cheap power by
breaching the four | ower danms you have elim nated the ability
to manage PTO and the future, or the BPA, and other power
conpani es.

So as we go down this road | think we need to bal ance the
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econom c inpacts for sal non recovery and the econonic inpacts
for human beings. And | don't think dam breachi ng shoul d be
one of those considerations at this point. So, that's ny
statenent. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Bruce. Okay. W are going to
start with Bruce El ngui st and nove to Gary Lane who is second
and on deck is Tom Stuart. Please be ready. Are you Bruce?
Go.

MR ELMQUIST: | ama river guide and drift boat
manufacturer in the Riggins area. | think that the livelihood
of ny famly and that of my conmunity is just as inportant as
anyone el se's, and we depend on harvestable | evels of sal non
and st eel head.

| support breaching the | ower Snake dans. Wth all costs
considered it is the cheapest option on the table. W are
ki ddi ng ourselves if we think that the wild sal non and
steel head in the Snake, Sal non, and Cl earwater River systens
will not continue on the road to extinction if we don't do the
right thing, soon.

We don't own these fish or the river. As humans, we are
not entitled to run a species into extinction. An overwhel m ng
nunber of scientists have concluded that breaching of the | ower
Snake danms, out of 500 in Oregon, Washington, and |ldaho, is the
best chance that these fish have of being restored to

sel f-sustaining harvestable | evels as required by |aws and
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treaties.
But we are not tal king about destroying these dans. W

are tal king about noving sonme dirt. The concrete portions wll

remain intact. Relatively few jobs will be lost as a direct
result of the dans being breached. Indeed, sone 4 to 5,000
jobs could be created and over 170 million dollars realized by

econonically depressed river communities such as Riggins,
Orofino, Salnmon, and Stanley, as well as Lew ston and
Clarkston. A recovery plan must include investing in
communities negatively affected by dam renoval .

The relatively small percentage of electricity generated
by these dans could easily be recovered by the devel opnent of
| ow i npact alternative sources. But | would not mnd paying a
few dollars nore a nonth.

The apparently cheap river transportati on now enjoyed is
made possi ble by the American taxpayer who paid for the dans
and along with the BPA ratepayers currently pays for virtually
100 percent of costs for nmaintenance of the |ocks, dredging of
t he channel, etcetera

Wth the dans breached, we would offset increased
shi pping costs with taxpayer investnent in highway and rai
i nfrastructure.

And here's sonething that doesn't seemto fit. Potlatch
has come out in full force against breaching. They have spent

a lot of noney on ads and rallied their workers. Wy?
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Virtually no one would | ose their jobs at the mil|l and only 20
percent of their product is shipped by barge.

Could it be that with the sal non extinct and the
prohi bitive regul ati ons of the Endangered Species Act out of
the way, it would be nmuch easier for the corporation to exploit
timber? And the potential costs of tens of billions of dollars
in reparations to the Colunbia Basin |Indian Tribes would be
footed by the Anmerican taxpayer. | don't know, but it has to
be sai d.

And it is only a matter of tine before humans cone to the
reality that the natural systens of this planet are not set up
for us to operate outside of. Eventually we will be directly
affected. Why not correct our mstakes now? It is not going
to get any easier. And time has run out for the fish.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Bruce. Gary Lane, Tom Stuart,
and on deck -- please hold your applause -- Russ Evans.

MR. LANE: Everyone here is an environnentalist. W al
care about our surroundi ngs. However, it is our perspectives
that divide us, and our fear that guides us. Fear of |osing
fish, fear of losing jobs. Fear is a powerful notivator. It
often blinds one to the truth.

M5. COLLIS: Please identify yourself.

MR. LANE: I"'man outfitter in Riggins. Sorry. | would
like to address ny conments to the All-H Paper and the draft

ElIS paper. | started out years ago as a wildlife biologist,
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but through evolution | now live in Riggins and own Wapit
Ri ver Gui des.

My business and the livelihoods of the guides who work
with me is directly dependent upon the fishery. And, we
consider fish guiding to be just as inportant to the world as
are the jobs of other people who cut trees, barge goods, raise
wheat, or run cattle.

Havi ng exam ned tons of scientific data, | conclude that
breaching danms is our only hope for restoring a harvestable
fishery. |Inplenenting all other options and ignoring dam
breaching, is like pushing a parachute -- or a person out of an
ai rpl ane wi thout a parachute. |If we do not breach the dans and
only focus on all the other options, the results will be even
nor e taxing.

If you are a logger, farnmer, or rancher and are unhappy
with the anmobunt of federal control now, why would you support
options that invite vastly nore restrictions? Wile it is true
t hat dam breaching will elimnate a few jobs, it is equally
true that it will also sustain nmany present jobs as well as
create new ones where none exist now. In the long run, far
nore people will benefit econom cally with dam breaching.

These four |ocal dans were constructed nostly for the

benefit of the imediate valley. |If they breach them the rest
of the nation will hardly feel the inpacts that the |oca
val l ey people will feel.
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Therefore, maybe we shoul d make the Lew ston/Cl arkston
area a "Ground Zero National Sacrifice Area." That is what our
governnment did to the salnon in 1947 with a federal nenorandum
declaring that the fishery nust be sacrificed for the sake of
regi onal devel opnent.

Now, of course | really don't support either absurdity.
They are both ridiculous. But, breaching these dans will not
destroy the regi onal econony, despite the fear instilled into
many peopl e under the control of those in power of a conpany
t own.

Extinction is forever. Dans can be reinstated. Besides,
it is asintototally destroy what The Creator created.
Fortunately, the Endangered Species Act provides a noral
opportunity and |l egal obligation to restore fish.

To elimnate all native sal nonids throughout this entire
wat ershed is a national disgrace. It is as horrible as the
buffalo killings sanctioned by our government to elimnate
I ndi an people and take their |ands.

Not only are we still legally bound to honor I|ndian
rights to a share of the fish, by treaty, but if those fish
beconme extinct, we are also norally and legally bound to
conpensate them economically for that |oss.

Wuldn't it be better to spend our tax dollars hel ping
restore fish, than conpensating a people for fish that are no

| onger there?
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I gnoring nature's biological capacity for sal non surviva
by wavi ng a nmagi ¢ wand of superior technology is a fal se hope
and a pitiful arrogance. It is one giant |eap backwards for
manki nd.

| believe we can | earn sone strong | essons about sal non
by paying attention to the ways that the Native American people
| ook at nature. They have a nore personal relationship to
sal mon and | ook at himas a brother. Their attitude towards
nature i s about community and the wi sdominherent in a natura
econony. We nust foster a nobre gracious attitude towards
nature and | earn how to bal ance our world view with theirs.

Most inportantly, we stand at the very edge of a great
waterfall with an imrminent tidal wave right behind us. W nust
urge Congress --

MS. COLLIS: Gary, | need you to wap up, please.

MR. LANE: We nust urge Congress to speed up the process
of dam breachi ng before the salnon follow the passenger pigeon
to the happy hunting grounds.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Gary.

MR. STUART: The Federal Caucus and the audi ence, thank

you for conming to Clarkston today. | will coment on both the
DEI'S and the All-H Paper. |'m Tom Stuart, a Stanley, I|daho,
busi nessman. |'m president of lIdaho Rivers United. CQur

menber ship strongly supports restoring the |Idaho sal non, and we

believe that breaching is required.
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And we know that Idaho is caught between a rock and a
hard place on this issue. Wen the four |ower Snake River dans
were built we honestly believed we could still have healthy
sal mon runs and keep our sal nmon fishing, but we know now t hat
that sinmply wasn't true. We mght wish it were true, m ght
even lie to ourselves about it for a while |onger, but you
know, deep down we know we just screwed up. W just sinply
screwed up. | think the biologists knowit. You folKks,
federal agencies, knowit. | think all know it deep down. So
the big question here is not what sal non need. That's easy.

What |'m hearing, the audience is hearing, in the parking
ot today is nostly about fear and concerns and worries, and
that's -- |I'mdisappointed to say is what's missing in the
federal planning efforts to date. And that's a commitnent to
hel p people with legitimate fears and concerns while we neke
t he changes that we nmust for sal non.

So let's broaden human vision just a little bit here and
think about it alittle bit. First | want to mention the
outfitters and guides in the fishing related jobs, | think it's
too easy to forget those people. W shouldn't forget the
25,000 fishing jobs that have been lost in the region already,
and the 3,000 nore currently dependent on steel head fishing in
| daho. Let's make the commtnent to those people, too.

Sonme people will definitely need help with a breaching

scenario. There's no denying that. But here's where | think
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the process has failed. The federal fam |y has not planned for
the mitigation or the transition that's required. | would like
to see a federal comitnment to keeping people whole while we
undue a big m stake we made 30 years ago with these | ast four
dans.

So what do people need? Pasco farners on those 37,000
acres need help watering their crops. They don't need dans.
Grain growers in this region need a conpetitive way to ship
wi thout danms. So let's figure out what's needed and let's
noder ni ze our system and nove on, while we restore the Snake
Ri ver.

Expand the rail terminals at the port facilities. That's
a no brainer. And nmore than anything el se Lewi ston needs an
i mproved hi ghway network so as part of the package let's expand
U.S. Hghway 12 out to Tri-Cities. That's a four-Iane
opportunity, people.

Specifics on the DEIS Al -H Paper, one, abandon fish
bargi ng and trucking. That approach hasn't worked in 20 years
and won't restore salnon. Breaching is part of the only plans
that work for all Snake River stocks.

Two, Ric, | read this to you at NMFS specifically,
correctly the major errors of the CRI that you know exist from
agency inputs and an excellent TU study need fish as well. In
sal mon science | will remnd you to defer to the states and

tribes as the | aw requires.
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Three, commit to restoring Snake River sal non now, even
if it means breaching. That's a tough nut to crack, but |
think we have to go there. But npbst inportantly to the human
factor let's get our mtigation plans in place and nove
qui ckly. "Il concl ude.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you.

MR. STUART: For people, let's nodernize Lew ston's
transportati on system Help our shippers and get water to
farmers. For sal non and the people who depend on them wll
need breach. Now, that's how to take care of all the people,
not just a few

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Tom

MR. STUART: That's what will work, and that's what we
need in this decision.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Tom Russ Evans, then El der
Axtell and after Elder Axtell, Jack Kappas.

MR. EVANS: Taki ng out the | ower Snake River dans shoul d
never have been an option. It is our own scientific |lunacy by
on a unproved theory and al so an econonmi c disaster to the 10th
magni tude. There's so nmany variables to this problemthat you
can't just pinpoint one solution

For instance, in 1977 the surface of the Pacific Ccean
tenperature rose about two degrees weakening the food chain as
much as 70 percent. The world's |argest Caspian tern col ony,

the bird, is located near the nmouth of the Col unbi a where they
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consune as nuch as 25 mllion salnmon snolt a year, which is
approximately 30 percent of the total population of sal non
smolts in the rivers.

Somet hi ng el se the sal non have to put up with is sone 60
mles of gill nets on the Colunbia River. These are only a few
of the main variables to take under consideration, which you
know with all the challenges facing the salnmon there is sone
good news. According to the National Oceanic and At nospheric
Admi ni stration for the past 20 to 30 years the ocean has been
in a warmcycle. That's about the sane tine the dans were
built and the sal nbn and the steel head dramatically started to
decl i ne.

Now they say that it is changing to a cold cycle. Lo and
behol d, the nunbers indicate, according to the Arny Corps of
Engi neers, that 4,000 spring and summer sal non were counted
past the Lower Granite Damin 1999. That's ten tinmes nore than
in 1998 and 40 tinmes nore than in 1994. At Bonneville Damthe
counts were the highest since the 1970s. This year the
National Marine Fisheries are predicting as nany as 140, 000
salmon will nake it through

Wth such good news, why all the fuss? Well, in a
nutshell we can put nost of the blame on the ever-grow ng
eco-nonsters called the environmental novenent. Their agenda
is very simlar to the global elites for bent on the tearing

down and dismantling of America so that they can equal things
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out throughout the world and have a pl anned socialist world
soci ety where no country has any nore than another. Which
really nmeans we will all be poor. They use deceit and illusion
as their sword and dupe nmany into their paganistic nature is
God and nature knows best phil osophy.

What better way to cripple a country than to lock up its
recourses and destroy its agricultural and industrial base by
removing its cheap and efficient transporting of goods to and
fromits major seaports, not to nention the cost efficient,
plentiful, pollution free hydroelectric power.

| suggest to you that destroying the dans is every bit as
treasonous and an act of war on the people of this region and
the United States of Anerica, as it would be if a foreign
i nvader initiated a bonmbing raid and took a nountain of high
tech missiles. Leave the danms al one.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Russ. Elder Axtell, please. Let
me tell you what this is about. | can't allow you to boo one
anot her because that sets up an atnosphere of intimdation
There's a lot of views in this room and we want to hear from
themall. |If I can't allow you to boo, then | can't,

obviously, allow clapping, either. That's the sane

at nosphere. So, | would |like to ask you, please, to
cooperate
If you agree or disagree, you'll get your chance to nmke

your coments either here today or in witing or next door
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Pl ease use those avenues and | et us proceed. Elder.

ELDER AXTELL: Thank you. M nane is Horace Axtell. |'m
a Nez Perce -- full blood Nez Perce. | want to talk about ny
ancestry. Also, | would |ike to nmake a comment about D- Day.
was in World War 1l. | had a lot of friends, relatives, that
shed blood and lost lives on D-Day. | don't |ike that, what
was in the paper. It hurts. You don't know what hurt is. You

come here and talk about life. Many lives have been | ost
because of this.

VWhat we are here for is to talk about livelihood. Talk
about water. Water is the npbst inportant el enent to our
people, the Nez Perce. A long time ago our people used to roam
the and. \herever they went they had clean water. Water is a
purification to our bodies. And what | see nowis a
purification of our waters has destroyed -- our water has been
destroyed. \Where do we have to go to get clean water anynore?
You have to go to the store to buy it. You have to go to the
store and buy bottled water to make sure that you' ve got clean
wat er .

Water is the nost inportant elenent to all things that
grow, all plants, animals, fish, anything has to have water
So I'mvery honored that | can say these few words regarding
the life of our ancestors who lived here a long tine before
anything -- any other people cane to this land. And the

survi val of our people were just as good then or even better
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than they are now. W never had any of these kind of diseases
that affects all people frompollution, frombad water, bad
fish even now

All | can say now is people are very concerned about
these danms. | was concerned about the first damthat was built
down there at The Dalles. There we lost all our fish. W
don't get the fish like that anynore. People make so many
conments about breaching, and I"mcertainly glad | can say that
we should breach these dams. And what | see nowis a |ot of
peopl e that don't eat sal non. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you very much. Please, fol ks, please
Jack Kappas and then Barb Gaskell is next and after Barb is
Jerry Ausman.

MR, KAPPAS: M nane is Jack Kappas. | live and nmake a
living in Riggins, Idaho. Nowadays the strength of the econony
in Riggins is based on tourism chiefly white water rafting,
jet boating, hunting, and nost inportantly, steel head fishing.
Sal mon fishing used to be the big fishing event in Riggins but
over the years wild sal non runs have al nbst ceased to exist on
the Sal non River.

Restoring wild steel head and sal non runs to healthy
nunbers will ensure lots of fish for future generations of
people that live in Idaho and is especially inportant for the
smal |l communities along the Snake, Clearwater and Sal non

Rivers. Towns |ike Riggins. Mke no mstake about it. |[If the

Page 35



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

sal nron and steel head di sappear fromthe Sal non River, the
busi nesses of Riggins will dry up and di sappear al so.

The people that live in Riggins have just as much right
to make a living off fish as the people of Lew ston and
Cl arkston do on toilet paper

For sal non and steel head recovery | strongly support
Alternative 4 on the Corps' Draft EIS. Breaching the four
| ower Snake dams is the best plan to restore our sal non and
steel head to sel f-sustaining harvestable | evels as required by
law and treaties.

The Yaki ma River, Hanford Reach snolt to adult recovery
rate for sal non/steel head is perform ng nuch better than the
return of these fish above the four |ower Snake River dans.
There is nothing else to do for the sal non by tweaking
hydropower flows for these four dans.

On the four H Papers on Habitat | support Option 3, and
in Harvest | support Option 3. But renenber, don't punish the

victinms. The tribe and the fisherman have very little effect

on the salnmon and steel head nortality. |It's the dans that
cause the nortality. Hatcheries, | support Option 3. | Ilike
to catch hatchery -- eat hatchery fish as nmuch as anybody,

steel head, but I'mready to sacrifice nmy fishing if it means
the good wild runs of steel head and sal non can cone back.
Hydropower, | support Option 3. There is a 100 -- 80 to

100 percent chance of recovery for wild steelhead if these dans
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are breached. Gve it 100 years. |If it doesn't work, put a
| ot of people back to work rebuilding the dans.

At least we'll be able to ook at our -- the future
generations in the eyes and say honestly to them that we tried
everything we could to save the salnon. Those dans don't nake
sense for people or sal non.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Jack. Okay, Barb is next and

then Jerry Ausman and then Ernie WIlson is on deck

MS. GASKELL: Hi. M nanme is Barb Gaskell. | am a guide
on ldaho's Salmon River out of Riggins. | amhere today to
show my support for breaching the four salnmon killing dans on

the | ower Snake River. M livelihood is also directly affected
by this issue. But that's not the main reason |'mhere. | am
here to speak on behalf of these fish.

These dans have changed the characteristics of the river
and placed salnmon on the brink of extinction. Oher than our
noral obligation to save these fish are the laws and treaties
that need to be honored and that mandate these fish nust be
saved from extinction.

Letting the fish go extinct would be the npst expensive
option of all, causing taxpayers tens of mllions of dollars in
reparations to Indian tribes, which would be nore than
warranted on their part. Dam breaching is the cheapest option
on the table.

In a futile attenpt to hel p these young fish get down
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stream hundreds of mllions of your taxpayer dollars have been
spent on the effective schemes. Over 3 billion dollars have
been wasted in the | ast 20 years. How rmuch nore are you
willing to spend on failed recovery plans? They have not

wor ked.

Fi ghting other insurnmountable odds to nake their way hone
to spawn, these dans take a heavy toll on returning adult fish.
If these fish are allowed to go extinct, the Snake River Basin
will lose avital link inits web of life.

We have the noral obligation to undue what man has done
to one of nature's species. All things are connected and
what ever we do to earth's creatures we do to oursel ves.

| urge you to renmpove the blinders and realize that we
need to take action now. W nust urge our elected officials to
support sal non and steel head recovery by the best option
avai |l abl e, dam breachi ng.

It is the only thing that nakes environnental and
econom c sense. Time is critical in this issue. W don't have
anot her 20 years to keep doi ng what has been proven to be a
failure.

If you wal k down the street every day and you know t here
is a hole in the street that you can't avoid and will always
fall in, would you finally go down another street or would you
just keep falling in the hole? These dans don't make sense for

peopl e or sal non.
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Qur governnental officials have nade several references
to the human factor. Maybe they are forgetting another part of
the human factor, and that is our Native American Brothers and
Sisters. Maybe you could all take a | esson fromthem about
taking care of and having regard for our precious nother earth
and her resources.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Barb. Okay, Jerry.

MR, AUSMAN:  Correct.

MS. COLLIS: Go. After Jerry is Ernie WIson and then
Vani a Bybee.

MR, AUSMAN: Ckay. Let nme start out by saying there is
free beer in the parking lot. Now that |'ve got everybody's
attention. COkay, the proposal to destroy the federal danms on
the Snake River just doesn't nmake any sense. Al we want to do
is what is best for the salmon and the steel head runs, as wel
as what's best for all of the people involved.

We nust focus on proposals that really work. W rmnust
al so avoid radical ideas that will clearly have devastating
results, not just to the econony and all the people, but to our
environnent as well. W need concentrate nore on the time that
the steel head and sal non spend growing in the ocean so it wll
hel p and increase the percentage of return upstream

Fromthe time the steel head and salnon snmolt arrive at
the nouth of the Colunmbia, of an estimated 25 million of these

young fish die when they are going through their adaptation to
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the saltwater. This is about 30 percent of the total young
popul ati on of each one of these species.

What survives of this must now spend an average of two to
four years trying to out swmits natural predators, as well as
foreign and donestic fishing fleets in our oceans. The
percentage for returns for mgration to the Colunbia and Snakes
nmust go through adaptation to the fresh water. This tine they
are easy prey for natural predators such as the sea lions.

What the sea lions take fromthe returning sal non and
st eel heads are devastating to the species.

The percentage that nmakes it through this gauntlet nust
now face man's reaping of the species before it even reaches
the first of the danms on the | ower Snake River. In turn, the
| ower tribes also, conmercial fishing, and donestic fishing
al so reap what should be com ng up our way. They are not
denom nati onal on what they harvest. They do not put back
what's supposed to be in our water

Therefore, the proposal to destroy the dans on the Snake
Ri ver are basically environmentalismin its finest. This is
definitely not a solution to help save our steel head and sal non
runs. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you very much. Okay, thanks, and then
Ernie WIlson and Vania and after Vania Kirk, | think it's
Barnum  Ernie?

MR, WLSON:. Yes.
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MS. COLLIS: Are you with us?

MR, WLSON: Right here.

M5. COLLI'S: Thanks.

MR. WLSON: Yeah, hi. I'mErnie WIlson from Lew ston

I"mjust here to say that | oppose tearing out the dans. |
would Iike to thank the General for bringing up the point of

the sedinent that's going to be let |oose after those dans are

tore out. | believe the Corps was the ones that stated that
the rel ease of that sediment will kill the fish, all the fish
inthe river. That will also take anywhere from8 to 20 sone

years or longer for the fish to cone back

The other thing | keep hearing is that everybody is
concer ned about our endangered fish. |If everybody is so
concerned about them why don't we quit the fishing. |If the
I ndi ans need to harvest fish, let's do it off the dams. Let's
do it at the | adders and get the gill nets out of the rivers
where they are taking and they are killing all the species.
That which isn't beneficial to themthey throw away.

All we are asking for is a workable solution. If
everybody's concerned, let's get together and take sone
nmeasures to elimnate the things that we have now on hand.
That's about all | have got to say.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Ernie. GOkay, Vania and then Kirk
Bar num and then Carl Younce. And let ne just remnd you, if

you need nme to bring the mc to you, just raise your hand when
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your name cones up, and I'Il bring it to you.

MS. BYBEE: My nane is Vania Bybee. | am 17 years ol d.
I"mfrom Lapwai Hi gh School

MS. COLLIS: Can you speak up into the mc, please
Vani a?

MS. BYBEE: | was asked to speak this norning as a triba
youth representative. The reason | said | would give this
speech is because | feel strongly about the dam breaching.
There are several reasons for these feelings. One reason is
because |'mworried about ny future.

For many years ny ancestors used to be able to go down
and fish, and the fish was plentiful then. Now that the four
| ower dans have been built the salnmon rivers runs have
pl ummeted by nearly 90 percent. When | was younger | grew up
on fish. Nowadays you can hardly catch a fish. | am hoping
that when | have children there will be fish to catch

Anot her reason is when our tribal people have gatherings
fish is one of the main foods brought and enjoyed by our triba
el ders who and which grew up on fish. | have read and have
heard that a healthy -- fish is a healthy food to be avail able
for everybody, and now if we keep going the way that we are
going, there will be no nore food or fishing, which wll
violate ny treaty rights that | want to continue using
t hroughout my future.

My bi ggest fear would be the extinction of fish that ny
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children, my grandchildren will not be able to use. Now I
think we nmust take the major step the devel opnent of our fish.
When we built the danms it may have been our biggest nistake.
Several fish have gone extinct and may be extinct, too. For
exanpl e, the coho have been extinct. The sockeye is now
endangered. The Chinook are slowy dying away. They say by
the year 2,017 they will be extinct. They npst -- npbst of al
the steel head are threatened.

I hope the right decision will be made so ny future and
ot her young people's future may be somewhat secured by taking
appropriate action to save the fish, and if breaching the dans
is a solution, let's do it. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Vania. Kirk is next and then
Carl Younce and then Larry Lodge.

MR, BARNUM |'m a steel head gui de from Ri ggi ns, |daho.
Li ke many fol ks here today --

MS. COLLIS: Could | get you to state your nanme for the
record, please?

MR, BARNUM Kirk Barnum Steel head gui de from Ri ggi ns,
| daho. Like many fol ks here today nmy job in the econonic
growt h of my community depends on a healthy fishery, but this
runs far deeper than just economics. |It's about keeping one of
the earth's species fromextinction. The natural river option
is the only sensible alternative for these fish to be saved.

25 years of technology and 3 billion dollars have proven
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that we don't know how to save the sal non either way.
Bypassing the dans is the only course of action we can take

that we know works. A lot of people don't realize the natura

river option is not about damrenoval. The danms will be saved
and the fish will be allowed to nmigrate freely around them
This downtinme will provide the Corps with a | ong needed

opportunity to go back to the drawi ng board and turn these
di nosaurs into efficient producers of power while providing for
safe fish passage. | renenber a quote fromthe tribes during
the Unmpqua W derness debates about 16 years ago. It goes:
The white man's ultinate goal is see hinself as the Creator

| think that's true of us. |If we are going to play God
with the rivers, let's start nmaking some managenment deci sions
that make sense. Wiy should every other systemin the country
foll ow the progress of technol ogy and the dans renmai n ancient?

The planet and our popul ati on are dynam ¢ systens that
call for dynam c management. Not nanagenent that chooses to
stay the sane using phil osophies the old west to make a buck.

We can't keep maki ng deci sions based on econonics and
conveni ence while our natural capital is being depleted at the
break neck speeds of American consumers and waste.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Kirk. Okay. Carl and then Larry
Lodge and after Larry is Cliff Wasem

MR. YOUNCE: Thank you. M nane is Carl Younce. | am

Regi onal Director of Lewi ston Gain Gowers, a Division of
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Cenex Harvest States. W are a farmer owned cooperative that
serves areas i n Washington, Oregon, and |Idaho with over 1200
menbers. Cenex Harvest States is a |arge regional Cooperative
that serves Farnmers throughout a good segnent of the United
St at es.

I have a Resol ution adopted by the Board of Cenex Harvest
States with, over 320,000 nenbers, opposing the breaching of
t he dans.

I amhere to offer testinony in favor of salnmon and in
favor of dans. | represent the agriculture sector and the
i ndustry sector. W believe that dam breaching is an extrene
and risky action. Wat we know is that dam breachi ng may or
may not help the salnmon, but it will certainly hurt the
econony. A lot of jobs and our way of |life are put at stake.

Qur agriculture is suffering through some of the worst
prices in history, and we can ill-afford a drop in incone
because of a breaching of dans and hi gher transportation
costs. | personally did an analysis of the costs of breaching
to our Ag sector and far fromthe 6 cents to 21 cents in
Mont ana, | found that the bottom line inpact was 35 cents per
bushel or nore in our region of Idaho. The price received in
Lewi ston, ldaho is roughly 2.55 to the grower. This is a drop
of around 14 percent when profit margins are breaking even to a
little above and a little bel ow, depending on the producer. |

believe the one issue that remai ns secondary in your work is
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econoni cs of the people inpacted.

What happens to our transportation if you were to
breach? Shipnents of fuel, fertilizers, grains, forest
products and other conmmodities by other nodes of
transportation; regional air freight is incapable of handling
bul k products currently barged on the river; the rail systemis
currently operating at or near capacity and cannot accommodate
| arge increases in tonnage w thout mejor infrastructure
i nvestments; grain cars are nore efficiently and econonically
utilized for the long-hauling m d-western grains to our coasta
ports; and, therefore, are in short supply regionally.

Many of our roads and hi ghways are currently experiencing
structural inadequacies and bordering upon congestion and
capacity problens and are inadequate to transport said
commodities without significant structural and capacity
i mprovenents.

Road taxes and user fees will go up to offset inpending
damage due to increased freight hauling.

Loss of river barging as a freight hauling option would
reduce conpetition and would inherently result in increased
freight nmobility costs via truck and rail and prices to the
consumer.

The nost environnentally friendly node of transportation
is the river. The em ssions of hydrocarbons, carbon nonoxide,

and nitrous oxide are on the average, less than 1/3rd of rai
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and 1/9th of truck. The other benefits of power generation,
flood protection, farmland irrigation, and recreationa
opportunities are very inportant to the Pacific Northwest.

If we are really trying to save the sal non, why not
guestion what is happening in the ocean? Wat about all the
silt that will be created? Wy not question the terns eating
the smolts? Wiy not study the danage the seals do to the
sal mon? Wy not question why rivers with no dans are
experiencing simlar declines? Wat about the true, negative
effects on other species? Aren't the inprovenent to the dans
and barging of fish having a positive result?

It just nakes sense to provide some solutions to these
guestions before we engage in extrenme, uncertain actions.

| hear the statement that tourismdollars will go up
significantly, but in reality | believe the opposite effect
wi |l happen. There is no nmethod of rational thinking that
supports this.

Help me to understand how we will create nore jobs by

taking out the dans. The infrastructure of the United States

is the envy of the world. |If you take out what took many years
to build, you will put us at a disadvantage in a gl oba
econony, and we can ill-afford it.

MS. COLLIS: Carl, | need to ask you to wrap up, please.

MR. YOUNCE: Losses of the dans coul d devastate our

community. | firmy believe that we can protect our way of
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life, save the salnon, and keep the dans. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Carl. Larry Lodge and then Ciff
Wasem and then Carl a Hi ghEagl e.

MR. LODGE: Thank you. M name is Larry Lodge, and |I'm
glad | have this opportunity to speak to you. | work for
Potl atch Corporation. And | do help in the production of

toil et paper, and |I'm probably sure everybody here is glad of

t hat .

I just want to say |'ve seen the proposals on the
pro-breaching, and a ot of the words | hear is: "maybe," "we
believe," "we think." Well, to tell you the truth those really
aren't good enough for us. If we can't prove that we are going
to have a return on those fish and you are going to tear al
those dans out, the noney invested, you guys, it's inmmoral.
It's totally immral. The decision to do that, to build those

as we have over the 30 years, to tear them out and sone people
say, well, if the fish don't cone back, we'll just rebuild
them Well, the infrastructure is already here.

Until you guys stop the harvest on the coast, you stop
the slaughter in the Colunbia River, and a noratorium of at
| east ten years on tribal fisheries, on comercial fisheries,
and our great friends and countries from around the world that
are slaughtering our fish, we are not going to get those
returns back.

So, | would hope you do the right thing. M position
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is: |If you take those dans out, it's damm foolish.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Larry. GCkay, Ciff. Are you
aiff?

MR WASEM Ciff Wasem

MS. COLLIS: GCkay, and then after Cliff, Carla
Hi ghEagle. Go ahead, Cliff.

MR. WASEM  You engi neers, engineers |learn mathematics,
and they learn it very, very well. And they probably know nore
about mat hemati cs than probably anybody but an actuary. And
they use it in their trade. Mthenmatics is an exact science,
and they use it to build structures, dans, buildings, highways,
infrastructures that have made this country great.

Engi neers create. They are not designed to destroy.

Engi neers shoul dn't be even considering taking out our dans on
this river that they built that are so productive. There is no
cost effective way to consider it.

The returns, sure it should be gotten. The nitwits in
Washi ngton D.C. that say that we can't harvest, the predators
in the ocean ought to be put out of work and out of business,
| ocked up. Fact is it's crimnal. W need to get the nets out
of the rivers and out of the oceans and the fishernen shoved
back over 200 miles, a 200 nmile linmt for fishing.

But if | or a group of nen went down there and bl ew up
one of those earthen parts of your dam we would be in jail big

time. We would be crinminals. And it's just as crinmnal for us
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to do it after we've had all kinds of hearings as it would be
if we did it without even considering that.

But the main thing is who's financing this thing?

VWere's the noney conming fron? A |ot of good meaning people
are in this audience that want to breach the dans. They are
bei ng used by folks in the environnental business, the noguls,
the socialists, the Marxists in our universities. They are
bei ng used by the tax refoundations with their billions of
dol | ars.

They are being used by the international oil conpanies
that are financing the environnentalist novenment. They are
bei ng used by our federal governnent and all the grants. They
are being taken advantage of by Bruce Babbitt and his Bol shevik
bandits, being very plain and up front about it.

And we've got to stop. W' ve got to understand who it
is. Because fish are just the excuse. They are not the reason
for destruction. These people want to destroy the
infrastructure of Anerica. Reduce it to make it nore easily
integrated in an international world gl obal governnent run by
soci alists. Thank you very much.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you.

M5. HI GHEAGLE: Good afternoon, menbers of the panel. MW
name is Carla HighEagle. |'ma nenber of the Nez Perce Tribe.
It is an honor for ne to present testinmony on behalf of the

Tribe today. | would like to say that | stand right here
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behi nd everything that our Chairman and our Tribal Executive
Conmittee has stated, the words of our elders, and the words of
our yout h.

VWhen the Creator placed the Indian people here on this
| and we received instructions to take care of this earth, our
brothers and sisters, the salnon, the eagle, and the bear, and
all living things. And as long as we did this, the cycle of
life would continue. W have done this way of life for
t housands of generations. It has sustained us and who we are
as Nez Perce people.

The journals of Lewis and Clark bear testanent to the
abundance of salnmon that once filled this very river outside
these walls. Governor Stevens who negotiated several treaties
with the tribes in the Northwest could not conplete a single
treaty without providing for the gathering right of fish and
shellfish. So inportant was the fisheries to our region.

VWhen the danms were built the fishery began to di sappear
and as nore dans were built nore sal non di sappeared. CQur
el ders of this generation can tell you how there used to be
fish in this very river and its tributaries and howit's
changed within the short span of our lifetine.

I hold here in ny hand a meno fromthe Assistant
Secretary of the Interior witten in 1947, and | would like to
have this entered into the record. What the nmenp states is

that the Fish and Wldlife Service considers the construction
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of the dams will lead to the exterm nation of the sal non.

It further states that the Departnent agrees that the
Col unbi a River Fisheries should not be allowed to bl ock the
full devel opnment of the other resources of the river, and the
governnment should direct its efforts to aneliorate the injured
i nterests.

This is the sane departnment, the Departnent of Interior
that is responsible for the production of the Indian Treaty
Ri ghts that were to be as long as the grass grows and as | ong
as the rivers flow. So this issue is not new, and it is up to
us to decide and to debate what | egacy we wish to | eave for our
chi | dren.

As I ndian people we have seen the loss fromCelilo Falls
to Rapid River. W have witnessed. W have suffered. W have
fought. We have been arrested and we have been taken to court
to defend this fishing right that we have and hold sacred. So
it's not newto us. Qur position is clear. W wll fight for
the salnon, and we will fight for our way of life.

These rivers here are the |lifeblood of our region. The
dans are clogging the arteries to the very heartland of our
ancestral places. W don't want the salnon to becone extinct.
VWhat will be next? Anerica responded to saving the bald
eagle. | ask that we take the expense to save the Sal non.

MS. COLLIS: Ckay. First let ne cormmend you all for

adhering to our ground rules and for the respect that you are
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di splaying for your fellow comunity nenbers. | appreciate
that very nuch, and |I'msure you all do as well. W are going
to take a quick break and all ow our panel nmenbers to stretch
their legs. Wen we come back, Rita Carlsen will be at the mc
and then Billy Chetwood. And we will be back at exactly 25
after so be ready.

(Recess taken.)

MS. COLLIS: Cone back in, whoever wants to, and take
your seat. |Is Rita here? After Ritais Billy Chetwod and
after Billy is Dave, |ooks like B-e-h-r-e-n-s. |'mnot sure
Thank you very much. Also | have a request, if anyone is going
to Kam ah, we have a woman here who could use a ride, so if --
she's right here in the front row. |If you get a chance, you
can either let her or me know. Okay. Thank you very much.
Okay. Let's go. Well, we need a couple nore panel nenbers.
I"'msorry. Hold on, Rita.

GEN. STROCK: Cenerals are never late. You were just
early.

MS. COLLIS: GCkay. Go. Rita, you were early, but go.

MS. CARLSEN. Thank you. M nane is Rita Carlsen, and
am opposed to breaching or bypassing any of the danms on the
Snake or Colunbia Rivers. | believe that there has been
i nadequat e enphasis directed at nore | ogical problens related
to the recovery efforts of the sal nonid species.

There is already indisputable data that snolts can be
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successfully transported around the dans and released in free
runni ng waters. The rate of survival of those snmolts is in
the range of 96 percent. Obviously, this should denonstrate
that we can maintain the dans and | ook at other alternatives.

It has also been shown that habitat loss is not a nmjor
contributor to the endangernent of the fish survival.
Scientists have denobnstrated that there is abundant spawni ng
areas available and that quality of these spawning areas is
better -- actually better on managed forest |ands than on the
roadl ess areas.

The real problemit's not getting the snolts through or
around the dans. The real problemis the nunmber of fish
avail able to make the return trip. That nunber is controlled
by the perils these fish face while in the ocean environnent
and in the transition areas both on their way to the ocean and
on their way back

| believe the ocean conditions have played a primary role
in the nunber of fish available to make the return trip. E
Nino and EIl N na water patterns have had a mjor inpact on
t hese species' survival, both by a change in the avail able
traditional food sources and by allow ng an increase of
predat or speci es.

| believe the other real threat to survival of anadronpus
fish lies in the harvest factor. The United States comrercia

and sports fisheries have been severely restricted. Predators,
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as well as Indian and foreign fisheries have been |eft al nost
unchecked.

The concept of breaching our hydropower facilities should
not even be considered until the harvest factor is properly and
adequately addressed. | also would Iike to go on record as
saying that | amvery proud of |daho del egation, and | support
all their coments they nade earlier today. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Rita. Okay, Billy, you are up
next, and then Dave -- you have to rem nd ne again -- Behrens.
Thank you.

MR, CHETWOOD: Thank you. | haven't been called Billy
since | was 15. | amBill Chetwood. I live in Lew ston
Idaho. | would |ike to speak on the draft EI'S. | have been at
hearings on this river since 1961. | can't count how many |'ve
been to. | hope this is the last. For the first tinme sonebody
isn't saying we are going to do another study that will only
take another four years, so | hope this is the | ast one we have
to go to. | hope sonething is done.

The dans were put on the Snake River to expand navigation
up to Lewi ston, ldaho. This systemin place has cost our
nation mllions of dollars each year in subsidies to
transportation and fish mtigation for studies and fixes. In
addition to this, regional taxes; that is, the taxes on the
ports, are about 1 million 219,540 dollars a year on the |oca

peopl e.

Page 55



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

The tax was put in place as a start-up tax, and the ports
after that would be self-sustaining. Those taxes are still in
pl ace, and apparently the port districts will never be
financially independent. The Corps told us don't worry about
the dans going in. |If a problemdevelops, we'll fix it. The
probl ens devel oped i medi ately, and all the fixes haven't
wor ked.

Now t he Snake River salnon are near extinction and the
steel head aren't far behind. As the salnon go, so go the
steel head. This river and its fish are a national treasure,
and it is reasonable to expect federal mtigation, the nonies
so that restoration will not follow disproportionally on the
backs of the |ocal and regional conmunities. The subsidies,
power and transportation are not entitlenents. | think we have
to rem nd people of that.

However, let us reduce those national costs, the annual
by returning to an open river and put this subsidy noney into
an alternate transportation system If we do that, we'll al
be wi nners.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you. Just to make you feel young
agai n, thank you, Billy. Okay, Dave and then Don W] son.

MR. BEHRENS: Okay. W had sone coments about the All-H
Paper.

MS. COLLIS: Dave, can | get you to state your nane for

the record?
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MR. BEHRENS: Oh, Dave Behrens, and |I'm from Lew ston,
| daho. There were sone comments nade about the All-H Paper and
forgetting the human part of it. W also forgot one letter, P
for predator. |If you were really intent on saving the fish
runs, the predators at the nouth of the Col unbia have got to be
reduced. A farnmer cannot build up a heard of beef cows if
every year he sends all his efforts to the slaughter house.

This is essentially what is happening with the fish runs
and not just in the Snake River, but every river up and down
t he coast of Anerica and Canada. Danms are not the reason for
the I ow returns of steelhead and salnmon. Sonme of the rivers do
not have a single damon them

If your group has enough power to instigate the renoval
of the dans, you surely have got enough power to get the seals,
the sea lions, and the terns off the protected list. Here are
a couple of things that you as a group can do that will not
i npact peopl e and even hel p sone peopl e.

First, get the harbor seals and the lions off the
protected list and | et any Indian tribe or Eskinmo group that
wants or can use, needs the bl ubber, harvest up to 50 percent
of it.

Second, plant trees on the shores of Rice Island inland
for a couple hundred FBRs. You can try the hybrid poplar that
is being raised comercially now. They seemto grow anywhere

there is plenty of water. They can be a source of incone for
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the Corps of Engineers, and also would force the terns to find
a different area to nest and live. |In fact, if this had been
done several years ago, we probably woul dn't even be on this
pl ace right now.

Renoving the dans will greatly increase the amunt of air
pol l uti on because the increased nunber of trucks needed to
transport the grains and other goods to the coast or overseas
shi pment. The sanme people will conplain about the air
pollution that will cone with the increased traffic which also
conplain to you about breaching these dans.

Hi ghways woul d have to be restructured, as well as the
railroad to handle the additional traffic. This will cost
hundreds of millions of dollars that don't need to be spent.
The cost of the four danms has to be and had to have been in the
hundreds of mllions of dollars. |If you had that much noney of
your own invested in the stock nmarket, would you throw all your
stock certificates into the fire and burn them and | ose al
that noney? | don't think you would do that. That is exactly
what you are doing with taxpayers' noney that is invested in
these danms if the dams are breached.

You are the experts in your chosen field. Please stop
listening to the extrenme preservation groups that seens to be
the case and look at all the options that will not put a severe
i mpact on the population of the areas involved. The renoval of

dans shoul d not even have been on your to-do |list for the
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fish. Thank you.
MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Dave. Don WIson, and then Ral ph

Hodge, and after Ral ph is Reed Burkhol der

MR, WLSON: |I'mDon Wlson, and I'mretired from
Potl atch Corporation. | want to say that | have seen the fish
inthe rivers in the northern part of the state. | fish the

Coeur d'Alene River and rivers up in that area. And fromthe
time | started fishing until now, you cannot i magine the
difference in the anount of fish. There just aren't as many,
and it isn't only fish, it's all species in the wildlife. It
has declined over the years, and it's not because of the dans
that has caused this, it's just because there's nore people
than to harvest what we have. |It's what | believe.

So, taking the dams out | don't think is the solution. |
think we need to work on some of the other alternatives a
little harder that isn't -- doesn't have quite the inpact,
nmoney-w se, and things that you can change in a nmonth or two
back one way or another and not have the anmpunt of cost. So, |
woul d suggest that we try those alternatives before we spend
the noney renoving the dans. | thank you for letting ne speak

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Don. Ral ph Hodge, Reed
Bur khol der, and then Dave Beuke. Ralph, are you here? Thanks.

MR, HODGE: My nane is Ral ph Hodge, and I'Il reflect ny
remarks both EIS and the All-H Paper. |'ma nenber of the

Pacific Allied Industrial Chem cal Energy Wbrker's Union, Loca

Page 59



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8369 in Richland. W have a |lot of conpanies out in Hanford
and also all the Tidewater workers. M day job is a |icensed
tankerman and an agricultural chem cal handler for Tidewater
termnals in Pasco. No, Tidewater didn't send me up here
today, nor did they ten years ago when | attended the origina
salmon summit. | cane in sport of brothers and sisters at the
Pot | atch Corporation, and being raised up at Col fax on a snall
farm also the farners and orchardists that rely so nuch on the
irrigation and transportati on that our dams provide.

I wish to rem nd sone of the concepts and conmpbn sense
t hat have been ascertai ned over the past ten years. W want
the same fish. Every citizen in the Northwest supports that
endeavor. But it's still going to take a bal ance and
conprehensive effort.

Latest scientific data suggests that renpving Snake River
dans is not the best way to recover endangered sal non. Wy are
sal mon runs al so declining on rivers wi thout dams? Wy is the
Hanf ord Reach such a wonderful sal non spawni ng ground despite
those sal non having to go through dans? Predators near the
mout h of the Colunbia, terns and others are not bei ng addressed
ef fectively.

We need to continue the course of technol ogi cal upgrades
such as dam bypass systens, turbine streans, continued
transportation, and other innovations that have made the river

significantly safer for fish since the dans were constructed.
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There's just too nmuch focus on the dans al one.

Let's remenber our economic stability, united bal ance.
It's only fair. And | wish to endorse the 5th H also. Thank
you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Ralph. Okay, Reed Burkhol der
and after Reed is Dave Beuke. And after Dave is Bob. | think
it's DeBarde. |I'mnot sure. Co ahead.

MR. BURKHOLDER: |'m Reed Burkholder. 1|'mfrom Boi se,
Idaho. I'ma citizen from Boise, and | support breaching the
dans. There is little reason for anybody outside of this
Val l ey, in Lewi ston and Clarkston, to want to save the dans.
We can decide no flood control, for it is not saved by the
dams. If the irrigational value of these dams is those 13
farms out of |ce Harbor pool, that's roughly one half of one
percent of Washi ngton's cropl and.

From a public or a conmon good point of viewit's
nmeani ngl ess, those 37,000 acres. That's very neaningful to the
farmworkers and to the owners. But fromthe common good point
of view, we are dealing with a very, very snmall anount of
irrigated agriculture.

So there's little reason outside of this Valley for any
of us, State of Boise, Southern |daho, who wants to save the
dans. From our point of view we take a | ook at the
navi gati onal system It's 140 miles fromLew ston to Pasco.

For crying out loud, the grain is going to Japan or ports
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further.

How do you suppose North Dakota grain gets to Portland?
It goes on a railroad car. How do you suppose Southern |daho
grain gets to Portland? It goes on a railroad car. How do you
suppose Montana grain, 95 percent goes to Portland. It goes on
arailroad car. Hey, folks, railroad cars don't cause
endangered speci es, but these dans do.

How about the electricity? | want to just enphasize
there's little reason for people outside of this Valley to want
to save the dans. Four percent of the region's power and 1.5
percent of Idaho's electricity, 1/6th of 1 percent of ny
electricity in ldaho power district of Boise.

Has anybody | ooked at the Wall Street Journal |ately?
chal l enge you to check out the Dow Jones electricity price
i ndex. They are published every day of the week, Monday
through Friday. What it's showing us is shocking. Since these
free markets went into existence in about 1992, public prices
at the whol esale | evel are being reported every day.

In Pennsyl vania, New Jersey, and Maryl and on the 33 of
the 45 days | just checked, it was cheaper in Pennsylvania than
it was in Portland. What this is showing -- check out Chicago.
It's called synergy in the Wall Street Journal. What this
shows is that wholesale electricity prices are roughly the sane
nati onwi de. They are the same if you are burning coal. They

are the sanme if you are burning natural gas or running a
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nucl ear power plant or running a hydro plant.

What happens if we breach the dans? Not hi ng.
chal l enge you to ask any econonist, what are they anticipating
happens to the price of electricity in the west, and they wl|
tell you, nothing. There's little reason for any of us outside
of this Valley to want to save the dans.

And | have one criticismfor the DEIS. You are really
short on mitigation information. | would like you to go back
Think it through. What are you going to do about Potl atch?
What are you going to do about grain growers? What are you
going to do about those 13 farners?

In Idaho we have 22 farners | can think of who punp out
of the Snake River. 200 had 900 feet. W' re asking these Ice
Har bor farmers --

MS. COLLIS: You need to wrap up.

MR, BURKHOLDER: W are asking these |Ice Harbor farmers
to punp an additional 75 to 96 feet. It's a technol ogical
easy thing to do. Thank you very nuch.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Reed. Dave Beuke and Thonmas
Joseph.

MR. BEUKE: MW nane is --

MS. COLLIS: Excuse ne. | made a nmistake. Let ne
correct that, please, Dave, before you start. After Dave was
Bob. | think it's D-e-B-a-r-d-e, but |I'mnot sure about that.

Thank you. Go ahead. Thanks.
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MR, BEUKE: My nane is David Beuke. | represent the
Nati onal Resource Committee for the Chanbers of Lew ston and
Clarkston. Qur comrunity is made of up of business industry,
| abor, agricultural, ports, public officials, and many others
that are involved in our |ocal econony.

We stand together against breaching, drawdowns, fl ow
augnentation, and we also stand for saving the fish. W want a
comon sense approach on fish recovery. W regard the river
system we now have as a native link in the transportation
systemthat serves the Inland Northwest. The hydropower and
irrigation are essential to the economy of the region. Flood
control is a lifesaving benefit of the Colunmbia River System
Al though, it is not directly related to the four |ower Snake
Ri ver danms. What we are tal king about here is the whole
Col unbi a River System the John Day Study is also included in
t hat .

Renoval of the four |ower Snake River dams will not solve
the fish problem It would cause a |oss of jobs and fish.
Renmovi ng them woul d cause more harmthan it would do good. The
solutions to the fish runs will be found in science and
technol ogy as many have eluded to in the past statenents.

In the nmeantinme, harvest should be better controlled,
both in the ocean and in the rivers. Maybe even a noratorium
for a while until we try to recover sone of these stocks.

Predati on and fish passage inprovenents should be pursued. In
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ot her words, we need to work on getting rid of the predators,
and we need to do nore to our dans to facilitate fish passage.

We shoul d repl ant our headwaters, whether or not it is
with a natural stock or not. Oherwi se, we will never recover
meani ngful fish runs. W should reach international fishing
agreenents with our neighbor nations and with those who are not
our nei ghbors.

| go to an article that appeared in the Nationa
Ceographic in Novenber of 1995. Matter-of-fact, it was voted
nost revere edition to the protective study of ocean
fisheries. They predicted that in five years fromthat tine
that if oppression that was put on the fish and all the
fisheries of the world was kept up, there wouldn't be a fishery
-- sustainable fishery left in ten years.

| believe that their predictions are very close to being
true. We have over harvested our fishing stocks out of
exi stence and we have done nothing to do anythi ng about that.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Dave.

MR, BEUKE: |'m not done yet.

MS. COLLIS: ©Oh, yes, you are. Oh, yes, you are. You're
done.

MR. BEUKE: Okay.

MS. COLLIS: No, your time is up. Thanks. Bob DeBarde
and then Ron Wse and then Darci Daniels. Bob, are you here?

We need to get you up to the nmic fast. Bob? No. COkay. Ron
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W se, and then Darci Daniels and Thomas Joseph. Go ahead. W
need Ron. Are you here? Cone on up. You're Ron?

MR. WSE: Good afternoon. M name is Ron Wse, and |
live here in the Valley. And ny remarks are going to be
addressed to the DEIS. Here in the Valley we have been
i nundated for years with the statenent that breaching the dans
woul d devastate the | ocal econony. No evidence is offered
backing up this contention, and sad to say, there is little in
the Corps' EISto clarify this belief.

There is no doubt that people feel threatened for their
jobs. Perception is reality, and this reality is real. 1In an
effort to reduce this anxiety | would |Iike to paraphrase sone
of the ideas of Professor Tom Power of the University of
Montana. |If we study the economics of rural towns in the
I nl and Northwest for 30 years, and his research offers val uabl e
i nsights for all of us, sinply pared down he says:

Most predictions of econom c catastrophes in extractive
i ndustry such as | ogging and m ning turn ought to be wong.

For exanple, in 1990 the Idaho State Legislature ordered a
study of tinmber supply in Northern Idaho. The study said that
not only would the tinber supply fall off, but there would be a
| oss of 3,000 jobs, etcetera, etcetera.

The only thing they got right was the fall off of tinber
supply. The loss of jobs and small towns drying up and bl owi ng

away did not happen. |In fact, just the opposite occurred. In
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1988 to 1997 there were nore people, nore incone, and net gain
of 2,000 new j obs.

Cat astrophic predictions are based on four fallacies, and
they are: One, it assunes the econony is static. In reality
the econonmy is constantly changi ng and adapting to new
conditions. Two, it assunes that people are passive. 1In
reality nmost people are able to change and adapt. Three, it
assunes that people who | ose jobs stay that way, rather than
seeki ng and getting new jobs. Four, it assunes the rearview
mrror posture that only those econonm c opportunities of the
past will be so in the future. This is incorrect because there
are al ways new opportunities.

In short, this view of econom c devastati on assumes that
we don't have a market econony; that people don't have an

entrepreneurial spirit, and that we are all collectively one

quart low. |Is this true of the people of this Valley? | think
not. Yes, there will be changes in the Valley. If we work
together we will come out with an experience of a healthier

econony. The tinme to act is now before it is too |ate.

In conclusion, | support renoving the dams to restore the
wi | d steel head and sal non for mitigation for both adversity
affected by danms bypassing. That is only fair. And | urge the
Arny Corps of Engineers to contract with Professor Tom Power to
assist in inproving the economc part of the EIS. Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Ron. Darci is up next and after
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Darci is Thomas Joseph and on deck we have Pete Ellsworth.

MS. DANIELS: M nane is Darci Daniels. |'mfrom
Lewi ston, lIdaho. The Snake River sal non faces many obstacl es
in their quest for survival, including a dramatic increase in
t he nunber --

MS. COLLIS: Darci, can you just speak a little bit nore
into the mc? Thank you.

M5. DANIELS: Including a dramatic increase in the numnber
of predators along the migration nouth. Both terns whose
popul ati on has exploded to the conpletion of Rice Island and
sea lions have tripled in nunbers since the m d-1970s. They
al so face navigation of the Colunbia and Snake River
hydroel ectric systems and harvest by man in both the rivers and
in the ocean. However, the majority of the salmon's |ife-span
is spent in the ocean so ocean conditions have a huge inpact on
the survival rate of the species.

As Janes Anderson of the University of Washington
Fi sheries wites: Qur research suggests that although many
factors that cause sal non decline, barging and inproved dam
passage have nmitigated many of the effects of the dans. For
our ocean survival resulting froma shift in the ocean regine
is an inmportant, if not the nost inportant factor in the recent
decline of the stocks.

Research al so at the University of Washi ngton points that

Paci fic deco oscillation, a recurring pattern of Pacific
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at nosphere and ocean variability which shows a strong
correlation to sal non production and survival rates. This is
best characterized as an alternating 20- to 30-year |ong reginme
consul ated by the next reversals.

From 1977 through the m d-1990s ocean conditions have
favored Al aska's stock and di sfavored west coast stocks. But
the | atest data fromthe NOAA shows that the next reversal of
ocean conditions may have begun. 1In 1999 the ocean tenperature
actual Iy dropped, signaling the beginning of a cool er weather
regi me which should have a dramatic inpact on west coast sal non
survival rates.

Even the nobst ardent supporters of breaching the four
| oner Snake River dams end up that doing so is no guarantee of
bri ngi ng back the salnon runs. There is speculation that
releasing the mllions of tons of sedinent built up behind
these dans downstreamthey actually refer to decimate the very
runs we are trying to save.

Considering all these facts, | would ask that you,

i nstead, put your support behind the efforts at furthering

hat chery science, inproving barging techniques, and dim nishing
the predatory threats the salnmon will have on your dream

These efforts can keep the risks at sustainable |evels unti

the next shift in climte takes effect which should return
ocean environment conditions to those that favor the Snhake

Ri ver and sal non returns. Thank you.
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MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Darci. GOkay, Thonmas Joseph and
after Thomas is Pete Ellsworth and then on deck is Neil, |
think it's Toot haker.

Let nme just say that our court reporter has asked those
of you who speak fast naturally or in order to get your three
mnutes -- your coments in in three mnutes, if you have your
comments in witing, she would appreciate getting a copy so she
can make sure she doesn't niss sonmething in your comments. Go
ahead. Thanks.

MR, THOVAS: Hello. M nanme is Thomas Joseph, and
woul d I'i ke to thank you people for coming here and listening to
us speak, and | would like to thank you guys as well for coning
and showi ng your partnership in a town nmeeting that we are
having today. | would Iike to thank the Tribal Oficers, the
Tribal Representatives that cane and as well as our state
representatives that cane.

I would like to challenge our state representatives to do
what they are obligated to do, which is what's best for the
State of Idaho and what's best for the State of Idaho's
people. Obviously they don't really like to listen to what we
have to say because they would be here today if they were.

They just came and said their lines and then cut out. They got
better things to do than Iisten to the people that vote them
in.

Anyways, | would like to push themto say do what's best

Page 70



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

for Idaho and what's best for lIdaho is bringing the sal non back

to us. | ama menber of Lewiston. | live in Lewiston. | ama
menber of this Valley. | also -- | used to live on the
Reservation out there so that's also nmy community. | consider
everybody in here ny community. So when these sal non -- when
these sal non go away -- and there is going to be struggles that
our comunity will face, we'll face that as a comunity, and
we'll face that together. And by us doing that together we
will be able to overcone the | oss of jobs or the |oss of nobney

that a | ot of us mght face. But when the sal non do cone back
up the river us as a conmmunity will stand together and rejoice
that as well. That's what needs to happen

Us as a comunity can -- | ain't going to stand up here
and tell you all the facts, of, you know -- all the econonic
facts and all the environmental facts because you guys are the
prof essionals. You guys know that. All | want to do is tel
you that | am for breaching the | ower four danms of the Sal non
Ri ver and us as a community we can stand together and take on
what ever faces us.

We need to ook to the future. If we |ook to the future
back to the days, those dans woul d never have been put in their
pl ace. Because of the negligence of our people in the past,
that's what we have facing us. That's why we have to face this
today. |If we don't neglect this, then our ancestors and the

people who will follow us don't have to face this. W have to
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face it on right now so that it will be taken care of.

| guess sone other things | would like to say is, gees, |
don't know, just would like to thank everybody for conmi ng out
here today. And | know there is a lot of conflicts and there's
a lot of different viewpoints going around right here, but as
together as a conmunity, as a community of us as Lew ston and
tribal people, both of us have negl ected.

The people of Potlatch -- the people of this Valley have
negl ected to save the sal non because it hurts their financia
needs. The people of the Reservation have neglected to take
this -- to push the salnmon fight on and on and on until today.

But, is it too late? Not yet, but it's going to be.

And so, | sit here today and | think of what ny ancestors
nmust think | ooking at us, thinking -- hoping, |ike nmy nom says,
well, they are proud, you know, they are proud of you coning

out here and trying to save the salnmon, but are they? W
shoul d have done this a long tine ago before this even cone
about, close to their extinction. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Thomas. Okay, Pete Ellsworth,
Nei | Toot haker, and then Phil Hughes is in the wings. Go
ahead.

MR, ELLSWORTH: | am Pete Ellsworth. | wi sh to speak on
the draft EIS. | ama married resident of this Valley, and
have five children, five grandchildren. For 50 plus years |

have been a resident of Idaho. [|'man avid sportsman, and
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that's been for alnbst 50 years. Over a dozen sports nenbers
represent. Because of ny interest in natural resources ny
uni on has appointed me as their representative for natura
resources. That was six years ago

| amstill the Natural Resource Representative with the
| argest Union Local in the State of Idaho; that is, |AM
I nternational Association of Machinist Aerospace Wrkers Lodge
364. After nuch careful and thoughtful study I, and my union
menber ship, are convinced that renoving the four | ower Snake
Ri ver danms is not a responsible solution to restoring the
sal mon and steel head runs.

We tal ked about the All-H Paper. One of the things that
we tal ked about was not having humans in that factor. One
thing that the tribal nenber Sam Penney nentioned is that there
was another H left out, honor. | believe that it is your job
to honor the commitnent that was nmade to the people in this
area to not |eave a stone unturned in finding solutions to
t hese problens, even if that neans no turn unstoned.

| support the comments of the follow ng speakers: Joe
Stegner, J.D. WIlians, Bruce Newconmb, Jerry Ausman, Dave
Behrens, Ral ph Hodge, Dave Beuke, Darci Daniels. Thank you for
your tinme. | appreciate the opportunity to speak before you
on behal f of nyself, my famly, ny children, ny grandchildren
and nmy uni on nenbers.

MR, COLLI'S: Thank you. Thank you, Pete. Okay. Neil is
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up next and then after Neil, Phil Hughes, and on deck is \Wade
G uel | .

MR, TOOTHAKER: My nane is Neil Toothaker. | ama
resi dent here in Clarkston, Washington. A couple of things.
I've had a presentation. | have changed this three different
times and put it in the folder. Sone of the concerns | heard
here is different opinions, D-Day. D-Day is D-Day here in
Lewi ston, ldaho. Wen | look at the 13 different areas that
you are going to hold your hearings at, we, at Lew ston, |daho,
feel this is D-Day. There are several different things.

General, 1'll addresses this to you, and no di shonor
because | know that you were a fine |eading officer in the
Vi et nam War because | have a good nutual friend who was one of
your commandi ng officers, but the Corps of Engineers, | feel
has totally let this conmunity down. |It's not that many years
ago when you canme to this Valley and sold us on these four
danms. Sold us on the opportunities of what it's going to
provide for us: recreation, irrigation, and the flow of
traffic down river. Basically use the discussion earlier, it's
our Highway |-5. That's about all we have here.

And | feel -- I'mconcerned that we are going to be |et
down again. | feel it's the responsibility of the Corps of
Engi neers to protect these dans for us. You sold themto us.
We haven't paid themoff yet. Now we are wanting to tear them

down. There's someplace along the line, finance has got to
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cone into this as well as the conmpbn sense of supporting this
comunity.

Lewi ston, ldaho is going to be sold by politicians if we
don't stand up and support this comunity and support this
i ssue and support the three other issues that are involved in
returning salnon without having to breach the dans.

So, | ask for the support fromyou people to support this
comunity, the people of this conmunity, and do a proper job
and do somet hi ng about saving the sal non, which we all agree is
a need. But we have to do it w thout breaching the dans.

Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Neil. Okay. Phil Hughes. After
Phil, Wade and after Wade, Ray Thayer.

MR, HUGHES: Good afternoon. First off | want to say
thank you for allowing us to cone out here to this public
heari ng and comment on this. |'mhere on behalf of --

MS. COLLIS: Can you give your name for the record,
pl ease, Phil?

MR. HUGHES: Yes.

MS. COLLIS: Thanks.

MR. HUGHES: Phil Hughes, and |I'm here representing the
I nternational Brotherhood of Electrical Wrkers, Local 73BA
menbers in Lewiston. |'malso here representing nyself, ny
famly, and ny grandkids. First off, being an electrician

have an analytical nmind. |It's, you know, sonething that just
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is natural because |'man electrician

Let's tal k science, PATH, Plan for Analyzing and Testing
Hypot heses, which is assunptions, hypotheses. And people are
using that saying it's proven that that's the only way we can
save the fish. You haven't shown ne that yet because it's
hypot heses. Ckay, assunptions. Let's get to the proven
results. We have proven barging. You said it here earlier, 98
percent of the fish make it to the ocean. And | believe
there's between 5 or 10 percent of them go out to the ocean
make it back. Now, being this analytical mnd, to nme | don't
think it's the dans' problem W need to find out what's going
on in the ocean. | nean, if 98 percent of those are going out
and 5 percent are com ng back, to me that's a little nore
probl em than, you know, the dans. |If that was -- if the dans
were the only problem barge everything down, take care of that
probl em

Then you get down to studying the real problems. To ny
know edge they haven't done any studies in the ocean yet.
That's where we really need to fix the problem Brings ne to
the next point: W need to spend our noney in the right
pl aces. We've got proven things such as barging, inmproving the
dans. And these don't have to be in any special order
Controlling predators, limting fishing. | nmean not totally
cut it off, but limt it. And especially study the ocean. To

me, if you think about it logically that's where the biggest
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problem | see is.

As far as breaching the dans, to ne that is very
extrene. |'Il give you ny analogy of this. Let's say you're
standing on a 100 foot cliff and you have to get down to the
river. Yep, you could junmp off that cliff. You could hope you

survive. To ne that's breaching the dans. Taking out the dans

m ght work, might not. Oherwise, nme, | say let's take the
| ong road, take the path that we know. |f you clinb down the
cliff, you'll make it there in one piece.

I'"'m a proadvocate for salnon, but |'malso a proadvocate
for using, you know, logic. To ne the logical to do is to fix
the things we know can be fixed, and don't junp off the cliff.
Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Phil. Okay. Wde Gruell is next
and then Ray Thayer and after Ray is Roger Koller.

MR. GRUELL: |'m Wade Gruell. | live in Myscow, |daho
| don't know who to attribute this to, but soneone said one
tinme: Only when all the buffalo are gone fromthe plains and
all the salnon are gone fromthe streans will the white man
understand that he cannot eat noney. WelIl, | hope to prove
that person wong. But, are there any nechanics or M. Fix-its
in the audi ence here? | quote Aldo Leopold: To keep every cog
and wheel is the first precaution of intelligent tinkering.
Makes sense doesn't it.

What does it have to do with salnmon or dans? Well, wld
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sal non are a very essential cog to our ecosystem our nachine,
if you want to call it that. W've been tinkering very
unintelligently with our ecosystem ever since Lewis and Cl ark
got here, but nmore recently we built a bunch of dams and then
realized that it was nmaking the fish go away. And we tried to
have sone hatcheries, and we tried barging. And the |ast
speaker said that it works. It doesn't. Ask any fish

bi ol ogi st .

Then we did sone studies, studies, and nore studies, and
we are still here studying today and all the while the fish are
al nrost gone. But the dam stands today mainly, frankly, because
of cultural existence and a fear of change. There's a |ot of
fear in this room A lot of people are afraid of change. And
change can be scary, indeed, and it's comng to be sure. But
change can al so present an opportunity, in this case a gol den
opportunity. For exanple, salnon related tourismis a pillar
of Al aska's vibrant econonmy. It could be here, too, and we
woul d be fools not to cash in on this.

Let's | ook forward and not backward. Instead of fearing
change, let's enbrace it. Let's renove the damm dans and
wel comre wil d sal mon back into our comrunity and nore
i nportantly our econony.

But let's talk about conmunity. How do we define
community? |Is it just a resource of workers in this Valley or

does it include the tribal nmenbers or all six billion people in
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the planet or does it include the plants and animals too?

Agai n, Al do Leopold speaks of: The land ethic sinply
enl arges the boundaries of the community to include soils,
waters, plants, and aninmals, or collectively: the |and.
Enmbraci ng such a | and ethic, Leopold states, changes the role
of Hono Sapi ens from conqueror of the |and-community to plain
menber and citizen of it.

The Natives understood this. Contenporaneous society
apparently does not. The dans represents man as conquer or
This | and-community to be a good citizen for this community,
let's take action to restore the salnon runs and quite clearly
the only realistic chance we have of doing that is to renove
t he dans.

The | and ethic cannot prevent the alteration and
managenment and use of these resources, but it does confirmthe
right to a continued existence and at |east in sonme places, in
a natural state. Damthe Corps of Engineers, not the river.
Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Wade. And next is Ray Thayer and
then Roger Koller and then Mary Aegerter, | think it is. Go
ahead.

MR. THAYER: Good afternoon. M nane is Ray Thayer. [|I'm
the General Manager of Cl earwater Power Conpany in Lew ston.
And we are a rural electric co-op. W serve parts of |daho,

Washi ngton and Oregon. My conments today relate to both the
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draft EIS and the Al -H Paper.

Because we are so closely tied to these rural areas we
care deeply about the issues before us today. W feel strongly
that the region should cone together behind a plan to recover
t hese sal non and steel head runs.

The real issue here is recovering salnon. Sonething we
all want. Focusing only on dam breaching just doesn't nake
sense. One reason this focus on dans doesn't make sense is
that the hydro part of this conplex problem has seen great
i mprovenents. These inprovenents that our custoners have paid
dearly for to achieve. And according to recent data they have
been very successf ul

Around 95 percent of juvenile sal non successfully pass
each dam And according to studies and your All-H Paper and
river survival the spring mgrants through these projects is
hi gher than ever, simlar to that before the dans were built on
t he Snake River.

There are many net hods used to achi eve these results.
However, one questionable nmethod that needs nore reviewis a
program of spilling water. At places where this is not
effective, those -- you should evaluate those spills and use
that foregone revenue to better uses. Ways that are really
going to do sonething for us.

Also we need to clarify what our goals are here. Cear

goal s and accurate measurenent of progress towards those goals

Page 80



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

is the only manner in which accountability takes place with any
conpl ex project. The draft performance neasures and standards

outlined in the All-H document and in the biol ogical assessnent
are a first step in this nmuch needed direction.

This won't be easy, but creating neasurenents and
integrating them anong all ages is a task well worth the
effort. Wth all of the current gaps in science we still have
alot to learn. Because of the conplexity of this problem we
are hopeful that you, the federal decision makers, will resist
the tenptation to act in a dramatic, irreversible manner with
no assurance of success.

You shoul d not ask the region to junp off a cliff wthout
knowi ng whether we will be greeted at the bottom by nore fish
or nerely broken danms. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment .

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Ray. Roger? Thank you, Roger
And after Roger is Mary, | think it's Aegerter, and then Allen
Sli ckpoo, Sr.

MR, KOLLER: Good afternoon. M nanme is Roger Koller
I'"'m a wheat producer in Garfield County. | represent the
Washi ngton Associ ati on of \Weat G owers and the Washi ngton
VWheat Conmi ssion.

| recognize that the salnon issue is very enptional, and
while enmotions can drive public policy it does not always

result in sound public policy. The National Marine Fisheries
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Service has openly stated that the salnon issue is the basis in
a coastal -wi de probl em

The emptional rhetoric, however, would have people
beli eving that breaching four dams in the mddle of the river
system woul d sonehow magi cal |y recover sal nmon and provide for
sust ai nabl e harvests for generations to come. Yet, admit only
eval uation as the study is unfolding has progressively
di scounted the assumed adverse inpacts of these dams on sal non
survival. Today nore juvenile Snake River sal non are surviving
imrngration to the Pacific than in the early 1960s before the
dans were constructed.

Washi ngt on Wheat G owers support Alternatives 2 and 3
The Corps has clearly docunmented that barging works. Also
maj or system i nprovenents show great pronm se for passing snolt
through dans at the mninmmlevel of harm

We oppose Alternative 4. Damrenoval will not hasten
recovery, but will create tremendous econonic disruption. W
appreci ate NMFS beginning to study all the Hs, in particular
harvest and habitat nust be addressed.

Si nce 1977 ocean conditions have not been favorable to
sal mon. Salnon are a cold water fish. In the North Pacific
it's nore noticeable.

Commerci al ocean fishing has doubled since the early
1970s, and net fishing is still allowed on the Colunmbia. G|

netting an endangered species is no way to save fish and
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provide for a future sustainable harvest. Predators such as
Caspian terns and sea lions snare nillions of fish each year

Even if the danms are breached, nuch of the spawning
grounds these fish once used is now under water behind dans
wi thout fish |adders in Idaho. Yet, there's been no focus on
breachi ng any of these dans.

We support the multiuse function of the river system

aut hori zed by Congress. W support an All-H approach to sal non

recovery to the follow ng neasurers: Continue the progress of
i mprovi ng survival through the dans and reservoirs; maxim ze
sal ron and steel head transportation; inprove the quality of
hatchery sal non; elimnate mxed stock comercial harvests and
adopt selective practices; develop the watershed based

i ncentive prograns for | andowners and nmanagers.

In conclusion, as the Governor stated, the sal non
fisheries of this state have, in the past, been wonderfully
productive. O late, however, evidence of a decrease in the
run is apparent and all are agreed that something has to be
done to prevent the final extinction of a great industry.
These words were spoken by Governor John R Rodgers in 1899.
Thank you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you. Mary and after Mary is Allen
Slickpoo, Sr., and after Allen is Ron McMiurray. Go ahead,
Mary.

MS. AEGERTER: M nane is Mary Aegerter, and |'m from
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Uniontown. | wish | could tell you that | lived here as a kid
and | had seen the salmon in the rivers, but | didn't. | noved
here too late, but it doesn't, | guess, make -- let ne have any
| ess ownership of the salnon or how | feel about their return

If we are going to save our wild salnmon, we have to
bypass the | ower four Snake River dans. There's no question
about that. Independent scientists tell us that, and they tel
us that if we do that, we have an 80 to 100 percent chance of
havi ng the runs recover in 25 years. Those are pretty good
percentages fromny point of view

| also think that we all know that the danms are the
problem | think we are just kidding ourselves if we are
saying differently. No. 1, since the danms were built the
sal non runs have di m ni shed by over 90 percent, even though we
have reduced harvest. So it's not harvest. No. 2, we have
really fine salnon spawni ng habitats |i ke Marsh Creek and Frank
Church. And no salnon return there to spawn because they can't
get there. No. 3, the runs on Hanford Reach. Those runs go
through the sane dams on the Col unbia. Those runs spend tine
in the sane ocean as our runs of salnon. They neet the sane
predators there. They neet the sane gulls, sane sea |ions,
same otters. They neet the same ocean tenperatures there

Those runs are doing fine. They also pass the same gil
nets, the same harvesters, whether fromhere or there. Those

runs are doing fine. Qur salnmon runs aren't doing fine. They
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have four nore dans, and that's about the only difference.

| ndependent scientists also tell us that fish barging
doesn't work. As | understand it, for every 100 fish, 100
juveniles that are barged down the rivers as juveniles, one
quarter of a fish cones back. That's not a very good return.
Maybe 98 percent nake it down there, but only one quarter of a
fish comes back to spawn. That's not enough. W need at | east
two fish back to do anything. Six, if we are going to
recover. Basically, we need to bypass the dans if we are going
to save the fish

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Mary. Allen Slickpoo? Go ahead.

MS. TALL BULL: Good afternoon. M nane is Mary Tal
Bull. [I'mthe daughter of Allen Slickpoo. Many of you people
in this roomknow and recogni ze ny father. He was a nenber of
the Nez Perce Tribal Executive Conmunity for nore than 26
years. He served the Nez Perce Tribe for at |east 35.

This is an issue that he has worked on for years and
years. Probably nore years than sonme of the people sitting in
this audience today. |'mnot an elected official so | had to
wait inline. | didn't have any place nore inportant to go
because | think this is an inportant place to be right now

My father has always taught ny famly the inportance
about our history and our culture and what the way that our
people lived in years long ago. And to show that the interest

that my family has in this we do have a stake, yes, we do
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because what we deci de on, what you decide on, affects four
generations of our famly and each of the generations are
here: ny father, nyself, ny niece, and ny father's great
grandchi | d.

But | have a prepared statement here for you. This is
frommy dad: Tahts ney wey, enim hinyuma, kay | autewani m
Eni m wehnaki ssa "Wy yookh te ma ninh," soyapoe tinptke Allen
Slickpoo, Sr. It is indeed an honor to be here with you
today. | appreciate the opportunity to speak out on this very
controversial and critical issue.

Many of you here know nme. | have served in the Ni Mi Pu
people for nore than 35 years as a tribal |eader and
historian. M work efforts and |oyalty has al ways been for the
benefit of ny people and the preservation of our traditional N
Mi Pu religion and culture. What | have cone to say | say
fromm heart, and | will speak with a straight tongue

Salnon is a staple and traditional food of the Nez Perce
peopl e and a highly respected part of their culture. The once
great salnon runs were cel ebrated through and by great cerenony
each tine they returned. For the survival of our people depend
upon on these great river beings to nurture and to provide them
food during the harsh winters. This is supported by the
journals of the northwest explorers, Lewis and Cl ark who
recogni zed the Nez Perce people rescued their starving party

and shared their food (including salmon) with them As we are
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all aware the Lewis and Cl ark Expeditions opened the doors to
the great Northwest and it's a docunented fact that "sal non"
pl ayed a key part of its success.

Recently the Native Anerican |Indian people have
experienced alarm ng increase in the nunbers, of famly and
| oved ones, who have contracted cancer. Sadly, their npst
not abl e and common sources of diet were salnon and traditiona
foods found near the water. Can we attribute the cause of the
influx in chem cals and the inbalance of the river's ecosystenf?
| strongly believe we can. Despite the intent of the laws to
protect the air and water quality, special interest groups
continue to "buy" their way passed the inspections and
regul ati ons that otherw se might stop the pollution

These man- made dans - -

MS. COLLIS: | need you to wap up, please. Thank you.

MS. TALL BULL: These man- made dans undoubt edl y,
contribute to the damage of the rivers and continue to destroy
not only the salnon but the birds, fish, plants and other
wildlife and, yes, man hinself. | as a NN Mi Pu, | feel great
sadness for the |loss of a valuable part of ny culture and ny
br ot her the sal non.

MS. COLLIS: Can you cl ose now?

MS. TALL BULL: Yes, | will. | hate that light. For the
sake of our children and their grandchildren, let's not satisfy

today's wants by continuing to inplement tonorrow s
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destruction. The legacy we will |eave behind for our future
generations will be determ ned by the decisions and actions we
take today. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Mary. Okay, Ron McMirray was
next and then Christy Bing and after Christy is Don Coonbs.

MR, MCMURRAY: Thank you, nenbers of the Caucus. Welcone
to Lewis and Clark Valley. It's nice to have you here. M
nane is Ron McMurray, and |I'ma native of Lew ston, I|daho.

In 1991 | stood with one finger in the dike, so to speak
and anot her hand on the gate to try to prevent you from doi ng
the drawdown that took place in March of 1992 as the Executive
Director of |daho Seaports. Now maybe you don't renenber
that. We've had three Colonels since then. W have had five
di fferent Governors since then, but the people sitting out here
remenber the stench. Renenber the killing of the native fish.
We renmenber the damage that was done to this community, to the
di ke systens, to the railroad systens, to the port facilities.
We renenber that.

And the point we have to do here as they said, why are we
doing this? They say, it's an experinment. Just |ike an
experimental dam breaching is an experiment. | said, why?

They said, if we don't get the little ones down, we can't get
the little ones back and there's only 10 to 30 percent of the
little ones are passing this dam system

Well, you know, it's ammzing what a couple billion
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dollars will do because today, today, National Marine Fisheries
Service says with survival passed this damsystemis as good as
it was in 1960 before we had the danms. So what's happened?
This is tearing this community apart because fish are no |onger
the issue. It's running rivers versus dam groups. And you
have to make a decision, and the decision has to be easy. An
experinmental breaching of the dans, get it off the table. You
get that out of here and take the energy that's in this room
and the energy that's there and the people who report to you
and work with you to sit down and say, now, folks, this is it,
let's bring the fish back

The science is there. W can do it, and we can do it
together. And we can do it locally. W don't have to have
sonmebody from Washington D.C. telling us that. W can do it
| ocally, but you got to make a decision. W make a deci sion
every day in what we do in our comrunity.

You have to nake a deci sion because, folks, you tear them
out, I don't think I'"mgoing to see you anynore. But ny
children and grandchildren are living here and they are grow ng
up here and educated here. You are not treating themright,
and you are not treating these people right. Do it. Mke the
decision. Throw this experinental dam breaching off the table
and start tal king about bringing fish back and building the
comunity if you can do it without extra spills and nore water

and you can do it w thout destroying our economy. Please.
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Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Ron. Okay. Let's see, Christy
is next, Bing, and Don Coonbs and after Don |I think it's Patty
Joseph. Tom I'msorry. Co ahead.

MS. BING H. M nane is Christy Bing, and | was born,
rai sed, worked, recreate and raised ny famly in Lew ston, as
did ny father and ny grandfather before me. | would like to
say for the record that I want to save the salnmon. | al so want
to live in a viable econom cally sound community with natura
resources avail able for everyone to enjoy, including our
chi l dren.

As we all know the salnon issue is very conplex.

Therefore, the solution will also be conplex. | am not
satisfied that any one single solution is the answer. | am
unwilling to risk salnon survival with one solution, dam

breaching. The solution lies in a multifaceted solution that
shoul d be shared by everyone because we all have to at one way
or another to get to the point where we are at now.

President Clinton recently proposed a permanent
conservation fund for the Pacific Northwest in the amount of
290 million dollars for salnmon recovery issues. 91 million for
the Arny Corps of Engineers for projects in the Colunbia and
Snake River systenms. 39 mllion will go to the National Marine
Fi sheries for the salnon recovery efforts.

Wth the advancenment of technol ogy inprovenents and as we
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become nore educated in these efforts, coupled with using nore
current statistical data such as information frompit tags and
the noney allotted to these studies and inprovenent | believe
on a nore secure path for recovery. | feel we should continue
on this path and not invest nmllions of dollars on breaching as
a sole solution for sal non recovery.

I challenge you to | ook at nore conprehensive sol ution
not breaching dans as a save-all approach. | would also |ike
to thank you for holding these hearings and gi vi ng everyone an
opportunity to offer their thoughts on these inportant issues.
Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Christy. Okay, Don Coonbs.

After Don is Paul MPoland. Go ahead.

MR, COOMBS: MW nane is Don Coonbs, and | appreciate the
opportunity to speak here as a resident of Idaho. Not one of
us wouldn't want to see the river filled with sal non agai n.

Not one of us but would want to keep good peopl e working at

good jobs. AlIl of the questions raised by those who oppose dam
bypassi ng, all those questions are valid questions. And yet,

we shoul d bypass the dans because the answers to those

guesti ons have become apparent.

Rel atively little power is generated by those dams. Few
farms are irrigated fromthe pools behind those dans, and those
few coul d be supplied with water even after bypassing. The

dans are not flood control dans. And yes, bypassing the dans
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of fers an excell ent chance of saving the sal non.

Item as di scussed previously, the Chinook deal well in
the Hanford Reach. Those fish face all the perils that our
fish up here face. The terns of the coast, the comercia
fishing, and so on. They face all the perils but the four
Snake River dans.

The question about jobs is nore conplicated because no
matter what is done, sonme jobs will be affected. Some jobs
al ready have been | ost at the coast because of the decline of
the sal non, and nore jobs will be lost there unless the dans
are bypassed. It's not surprising that bypassing the dans is
not net with enthusiasmin Lew ston. Jobs connected with
shi pping here will be affected, but jobs connected with mlling
ti mber and producing pul p and paper products will not be
af fected because Potlatch is not dependent on barging. There
may even be sonme additional jobs as has been pointed out here
earlier because of the boost in the successful salnon fishery.
But that's not why the dans shoul d be bypassed.

The dans shoul d be bypassed not because fish are nore
i mportant than people, but because all of us need to take care
of all of us. And the fish are part of the picture. You can
make a case for bypassing the dans on a purely econom c basis
if you look at the Pacific Northwest and not just Lew ston.
And you can make a case for bypassing because the sal non were

here before us, and we will all be the poorer if we wite them
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of f for personal gain.

Sonme have turned to religion to support |eaving the dans
in place. W have said that nman and wonman were placed on earth
to have domain over the ani mals.

MS. COLLIS: You need to wap up, please.

MR. COOMBS: The birds, the fish, to use them Even to
use themup. | urge you that if you believe that you' ve been
pl aced here to use up the animals, to |listen again. Thank you
very much.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Don. Tom Joseph and Pau

McPol and and after Paul is Emly L-o0-e-b, | think. Go ahead,

Tom

MR. JOSEPH. Thank you. My nane is Tom Joseph. | reside
at Kooskia, Idaho on the Clearwater River. | ama human
being. | say that because the National Park Service still has
our people listed under -- what's the word? | forget. |

forget how they have us listed, but we are not considered human
bei ngs by the Park Service.

MS. COLLIS: Can you speak a little |ouder?

MR. JOSEPH: Like us --

MS. COLLIS: Alittle closer to the mc. Thank you, Tom

MR. JOSEPH. Beg your pardon? Like us, the sal non have a
right to life. Even under our |aws today, they have a | ega
right to, under treaty law. | know it's hard to change. W

know we have namde ni stakes, but need we continue? Fish is a
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grain food. W need to eat nore fish. It's past tine. W

need to further devel op the mechanismto save and devel op the

fishery. Who canme first? The salnon or the aborigine?
There's a story anong sonme of our people and that is:

The salnmon is an indicator as to where we stand as a peopl e.

If the sal non goes, we will be not far behind. It's ny
belief. It's my way. | sonetinmes nmeasure the wealth of ny
fam |y by how nuch fish we have in our honme. | ama wealthy

man if we have fish that ny fanmly is able to eat, fish,

sal nron. We have had fish this winter. Fish is nmedicinal to
me. We cannot have to preserve the fishery. | would not want
all the fish mad at ne.

There needs to be nore tal k about what's going on in the
commercial industry as far as it relates to the fishery.
There's a lot of comercial fishery that takes place on the
outside that is not accounted for. What we need to do is
enforce the |aws that we have on the books. It is the
international fishery that depletes the fishery that is mnd
boggling. It needs to be sone kind of control put on them and
they al so need to be held responsible for the devel opnment of
the fishery itself. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Tom Paul MPol and and then
Emly Loeb, | think, and then Lilisa Mses. Go ahead.

MR, MCPOLAND: Thank you for allowing this forum M

name i s Paul MPol and. I was born in the Northwest and have
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been a resident of Idaho for over 20 years.

When ny father was young Snake River salnon thrived. Now
| ess than two generations |later they are in danger of
extinction. Salnmon have been an integral part of the culture
and history of the Pacific Northwest for thousands of years.
Shoul d we | ose the sal non, the price would be insurnountable.

Laws and treaties nandate that Snake River sal non be
saved. Letting the fish go extinct would be the npst expensive
option of all, potentially costing taxpayers billions of
dollars in reparations to Col unbia Basin Indian Tribes.

This forumis being held because it is no |onger possible
to deny the danger of extinction that the Shake River sal non
face.

It is true that there are scientists on all sides of the
i ssue. Some say there are ways of restoring the sal non short
of breaching the four | ower Snake River danms, and they have
tried a variety of nethods such as fish | adders and bargi ng
whi ch have proven to be unsuccessful and a trenmendous waste of
t axpayer noney. The decline in sal non nunbers cane with the
construction of the dams.

Breachi ng the danms nay not bring the sal non back and
scientists have adnmitted that it would take nearly 20 years to
restore the nunbers to pre-damlevels. However, it has becone
cl ear that sal mon and the dans cannot continue to coexist.

State, tribal, federal and i ndependent scientists say that dam
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renoval is the best and probably the only option for restoring
| daho's wild sal nron and steel head. These dans just don't nmke
sense.

Bypassing the danms will create over 1,000 jobs in
Northern Idaho. A restored sal non and steel head fishery would
be worth over $170 million dollars a year to conmunities |ike
Ri ggi ns, Orofino, Salnobn and Stanley. A redirection of federa
money wi Il quickly inprove railway and hi ghway transportation
creating even nore jobs in the region and facilitating
conveni ent shipping for area farners.

The extinction of the Snake River sal non population is
not acceptable. Breaching the dans is a win-win scenario for
everybody. | support bypassing the | ower Snake River dans.
Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Paul. Emly and then Lilisa
Moses and then Jerry Scoggins.

M5. LOEB: My name is Emly Loeb, and I'm from Moscow.
And |'mrepresenting nyself and Friends of the Cl earwater
|'ve spent a lot of tinme in Idaho canping and hiking the wild
| ands and floating the rivers. M experiences have taught ne a
| ot about how we interact with our environnent and the inpacts
we have on them

| am here today to speak ny peace about how I feel about
dam breaching. The issue of dam breaching is a huge debate in

| daho. Peopl e discuss the pros and cons of renoving the dans,
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and instantly change the topic from saving sal non to saving
dans.

There's all kinds of studies and scientific evidence
showi ng that dam breaching will eventually save nobney, create
j obs and nobst inportantly hel p restore sal non popul ati ons.
There is evidence that we will allow the salnon -- there is
evi dence that as we allow the sal non popul ations to dw ndle we
are breaking our own |laws; that's the Endangered Species Act.
And we are violating treaties that we are obliged to keep with
Native American comunities, including the Nez Perce Tribe and
wi t h Canada.

Wth the plethora of correlations between existence of
danms and decrease of sal non popul ati on makes dam breachi ng t he
best answer to help us restore sal non popul ation. W need
sal mon. Therefore, the four | ower Snake dans don't meke
sense.

Economi ¢ and political rhetoric are not the only things
that we shoul d be discussing today. The salnon are part of the
culture of the Northwest. Wth the sal non gone, what will
happen to us? How will the di sappearance of the sal non affect
fam |y relations as fathers and sons will no |onger go fishing
toget her over the weekend? What will happen to the bear
popul ati ons when they no | onger have salnon to eat? And no
matter what Hel en Chenoweth says, sal non can be endangered even

t hough you can buy a canned salnon in the grocery store.
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One of the things that Chenoweth does not understand is
t hat maybe you can buy sal non, but these sal non are not coho
and they are not a Chinook. Steel head and Chi nook and coho are
found in the Colunbia, Snake and Sal non Rivers, swi mmng out to
sea when they are young and making their way back and die.

Ri ght now the dans are the greatest hindrance to this
process. |If we do not breach these dans, we are not only
t aki ng oursel ves one step closer to ridding the Northwest of
wild salmon. We owe it not only to the salnon but to ourselves
and our children to do what we can now to help restore the
sal non popul ations. CQur own survival is linked to the surviva
of the salnmon. |f they go down, we will eventually go down
with them

Whet her or not we humans |like it, the dans are going to
eventually crunble. The dans will be brought down by either
nat ural, geol ogical processes of erosion or by the breaching of
t hem now whi ch we can attenpt to control the effects of the
transition. The decision is ours, and it's obvious. W need
sal mon. Therefore, the four | ower Snake dans don't meke
sense.

And |I'm an environmentalist, and | don't get paid for ny
work. | guess in my pagan ways | can say that |'m being used
by mother earth. And she pays nme back in many ways, every tine
| go out to the forest, go to the river or drink out of her

streans. Thank you.
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MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Emly. Lilisa Mses and M.
Scoggins and after him Bill Johnson.

M5. MOSES: |I'mlLilisa Mbses. | would |like to start off
with PFl and the liquid release with them saying that's not
hazardous. And they say if it is hazardous, they will clean it
up. Well, why don't they do a survey and put it into their own
wat er system and |let themcook with it and bathe with it and
see how it makes themfeel. And conpare themto the fish. You
know, there's a good survey right there.

We don't need white paper. They don't need to use as
much bl each. And then on the econonic side of things, on
Alternative 4 we would get 911 million, $300,000 in
construction. Any D average annual benefit totaling 246
mllion 474,000. Any D cost are inplenentation cost with fish
related to i nprovenent, cost increase associated with
repl acenent of |ost hydropower, transportation cost increase
associated with the shift of barge and transported conmodities
to nore costly truck and rail systens.

Cost incurred as a result of the inpact users presently
wi t hdrawn fromthe water of the |ower Snake River reservoirs.
Any D benefits are cost incurred under the other alternatives,
the reason for the operation of mmintenance, repair and
repl acenent costs and other costs associated with
rehabilitation of existing infrastructure, recreation benefits

fromincreased fish runs, and a shift to a free flowing river,
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commercial fishing benefits fromincreased fish runs.

Breachi ng would bring 2,000 or 20,790 tenporary jobs down
in the |l ower Snake River area, an increase in personal incone
of 677 mllion or an average of annual 32,548 per job
Construction in replacenent power facilities, 5,572 jobs; new
grain elevators, 6,982 jobs; in addition, 2,786 power plant
construction jobs outside of this region. And in the long run,
the | ower Snake River region would gain 2,277 thousand j obs.

Wth greater returns of fish nore will becone avail abl e
to other wildlife, plants, and trees. |If the dams are not
breached nore water fromldaho will be required to flush sal non
back to sea. |If the dams are not breached there will be an
increase in attenpts to further reduce tribal harvest. W need
to honor our treaty rights. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Lelisa. Okay, M. Scoggin and
then Bill Johnson and after Bill is Levi Holt.

MR, SCOGG N:  |I'm from Pomeroy, the smallest county in
the state, in the home of the Lower Mnunental Dam and Lower
Granite. See when you get to be 85 you can't renenber what in
the hell you are talking about. Now listen! You're head will
only absorb about half of what your hind in is. And we've sat
here all day, and |'ve reached a point where | don't know
whet her for the dans or opposite.

But |isten! The Colonel over there said the decision

will be nade by the Anerican voters and with awesone power
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that's you in this room have got when you step behind the body
with the short |lead pencil. Wat you said here today will not
mean a dam thing, but what you vote will.

Now, for what that's worth, you can call your Congressman
or Senator today for 30 seconds. And if that's for three
m nutes, and the lady that's got the whips up there, | don't
trust her! And Kathy over here, |I tell her -- you know, | have
been to a | ot of these neetings.

|'"ve been a Caterpillar, John Deere Deal er for 54 years
and |'ve done everything from dogcatcher to county
commi ssioner. | don't give a damm what it is. |'ve been it,
but she's the one I'mafraid of. | was telling her, | lie a
lot. And just as the MC, he was doing a good job of
controlling things, just like she is. And he said, now, folks,
you are not going to sleep at this neeting! And | went to
sleep. And he pulled an old 45 revol ver out of the podi um and
shot it up in the air and | fell off and broke nmy arm

M5. COLLI'S: Thanks for the idea.

MR, SCROGGI N: All seriousness, | amthe guy that built
the dans. | was born in 1918 or 14. | built the G and Coul ee
for three years under President Roosevelt, and here's the story
that | haven't heard today: When the governnment decided to put
the Tri-Cities, the atom c energy down there, they decided that
the Col unbia Basin was the only place in the United States that

we had cheap power. W had water. W had millions of acres of
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land. And went far enough fromthe ocean the draft couldn't
hit us then. But listen, to this day that's still true. W
have thousands and t housands of cheap | and down there. W got
water. We got electricity and we are tal king about railroads.

I rode an amount of boxcars in ny tinme. You know, you
pull the barges off of the Snake River, conpetition is what
makes this country go. And by golly -- want nme to stop, do
you?

MS. COLLIS: Yeah, your tinme is up

MR, SCROGG N: Well, that's enough said.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you very nmuch. Okay, Bill Johnson,
and Levi Holt and after Levi is Gary MacFarl ane.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you. M nane is Bill Johnson. |
have lived in Lewi ston for 20 years. Thank you for having us.
I commend your stamina. | don't have a personal stake in
either slack water or the free-running river, but | do have a
stake in the long-term econom ¢ and spiritual elenent of man
and community. For that reason | support breaching the four
dans.

The subj ect has been studied to death. There are
literally hundreds of studies out there. You know them |
know them The indisputable facts seemto ne to be two. One
is that dans are fish killers, an unprecedented decision. The
other is that we cannot have both dans and sal non.

In terns of navigation and hydroel ectric power, the dans
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have never paid for thenselves. Wen you add to this the 300
mllion per year the BPA spends on barging studies and
tinkering with the dams and | ocks in the nane of sal non
recovery, you have a nonunental taxpayer subsidy that has
resulted in disaster for the sal non.

The real radical step was, | think, was building the dans
in the first place, not the idea of taking themout. The rea
di saster would be the |oss of the salnon, not the scenario of
t he devastated econony, which is really a nyth perpetuated by
interest for the status quo.

The i ndependent studies by Ken Casavant and others
i ndicate that the region can sustain a transportation
infrastructure without ruining navigation. Despite the risks
and yes, the absence of guarantees, we nust make every effort
to bring back the single npst inportant species of wildlife
this region has ever known. Sal non represent the mracul ous
ability of the natural world to survive against the greatest
obstacle. Right now we are the overwhel ni ng obstacle.

Unl ess the dans are renoved, the salnon in our native
drai nages will vanish forever and we will not only be
| awbr eakers, but we will be spiritually dinmnished human
bei ngs. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Bill. Levi Holt, Gary
MacFar | ane, and M ke Vernon

MR, HOLT: Thank you. M nane is Levi Holt, also known
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as bl ack beaver, in Nez Perce Country. Today | would like to
speak on behalf of the salnmon. Since man is doing a good job
of speaking for itself, it seens like, the air, the water, and
the land, and the sal non haven't a voice. And, yes, | would
agree that there is nuch at stake here as far as the econom cs
go for us humans.

But, too, what was that statenment as the first stones
were being laid in the Colunbia and al ong the Snake River
drai nage? There were a |lot of changes that were taking place
at that time. Industry and |ife-styles were being displaced,
and it seenms that today's cry for many here are, of course,
valid. Wat will beconme of our life-style for the future?

I think mitigation is sonething as well as |I'm hearing
t hroughout today that should be applied and consi dered by the
Federal entities. But, too, since that first stone was laid
into the river system tears have been shed by |ndian people.
Life-styles, our life-styles, have changed greatly. Cur
cerenoni es, cerenonies that dealt with death, with marri age,
wi th young adulthood. These are all life-styles that are
fading and, yet, we are still graveling over the dollar here.

It's time that the local citizen ook at this in the way
that it involves and it inpacts all of us. And we nust becone
nei ghbors in a nmuch stronger way.

21 counties undermning a sovereignty. A state

government that's not willing to share in the water quantity
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t hroughout the state that conmes from el sewhere. Forced nanage
practices that are starving and killing out the sal non
habitat. Cattle grazing that are tranpling the tributaries of
those rivers, and for the sal non.

| speak for dam breaching, and | speak for the people who
aren't here today. | hope that we will | ook at the four H
paper and realize that nmuch nore is coning behind this
process. The enforcenent of the four H paper is going to be
far, far, far greater in nmy mnd than breaching the dans and
accepting the consequence and the chall enge today.

And | just hope and pray that as the Federal Agencies
gather their testinony, that they will bear this in mnd. That
American Society, heritage and prestige and honor, they've al
evol ved over dissensions. And we'll survive this as well, but
will the salnmon? We need to bring this inportant species al ong
wWith us into the new mllennium Kats-ee-yow yow.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you. Okay, Gary MacFarl ane, M ke
Vernon, Sally Fredericks. Let nme just say that's probably
going to be it for today with those names. | want to rem nd
you that if you want to testify tonight, you need to sign up
again. And we do that purposely so that the people who
couldn't be here during the day today, have a chance to speak
tonight. And, of course, there's still your avenue next door
to record your coments on tape or get themin in witing.

Okay. Thanks, Gary.

Page 105



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR, MACFARLANE: |'m Gary MacFarl ane, Moscow, Troy or
t hereabouts. M Celtic ancestors caught anadronous they
t hought they were a pack of sal nbn which spawned Atlantic
streams. They canme up the rivers and people fished through
themuntil the industrial revolution what we call the English
implant is the sane thing. And that destroyed both the fish
and the navy peopl e.

Luckily today sonme salnon still nmake the journey upstream
from Scotl and, Ireland, and amazingly even in the dirty river
channel s in Engl and because peopl e changed their habits. Here
in the Northwest we should have thriving sal non stocks for our
way of |ife and econony. People need salnon. The great bear
needs sal non, and the forest needs salnon. Yet, we are on the
threshold of cultural and biological extinction. W nust
change and learn to live with the other species that call this
pl anet hone.

First, the | ower Snake River dans don't make sense. Tear
them out and | eave the cenent structures as nmonunments to our
stupidity. They are a huge formof corporate welfare, a
socialismthat bleeds us dry. Only the governnment could
concoct the crazy schenme to nake use of |daho a seaport.
Subsi di zing Al askan farmers with giant heaters and fuel so as
they can grow oranges nmkes about as nuch sense as these dans.

Second, we nust | ook at other ways to help the sal non

recover. Research has shown that Dworshak's Damis largely
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responsi ble for the coll apse of steel head through the | oss of
habitat. Hells Canyon dam al so bl ocked nillions of acres of
prime habitat and McNary dams and reservoir overheats the water
to which snolts nust pass.

An alternative | ook should at renoving all the nmain
Col unbia River danms, plus the two | just nentioned above.
Habitat perfection, drastic changes in hatchery prograns and
harvest must be addressed. None of the alternatives presented
by the Governnents approach all of the issues. Thus, the best
conponents of each alternative nust be conbined for rea
recovery. |If we do our part we can have sal non for us and
salmon for the future. Maybe sonme day before |I die the sal non
will once again |eap over Selway Falls and feed grizzlies on
the banks of that wild river.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Gary. Before we |ose any nore
people, let nme say that the General and the panel have agreed
to give up a half an hour of their dinner break to accommopdate
about -- | think we can probably accommpdate maybe ten nore in
the next half hour so we will go on to 5:30. Thank you.

GEN. STROCK: Let ne just briefly explain that. W had a
little chat during the break, and it occurred to us that we --
in giving our elected |eaders and officials a chance to speak
first, which | think at the time was a good decision. They are
very busy people. Have our business they had to go about and

do -- it occurred to me that this is really about hearing from
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t he peopl e and what you have to say.

And had | to do it again, | would have told themyou are
nore than wel cone to have tinme to speak, but after we've heard
fromthe people and then, perhaps, you can reflect on what you
heard here. So, that's the reason, | think, we'll give you
back those 30 minutes we gave to your elected officials. Thank
you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you. Okay, great. | would like just
one nore thing before we start. W still have a woman up front
who needs a ride tonight to, is it, Kamah? So if anyone can

accomodat e her, please |et ne know. Thank you. Ckay. M ke.

MR. VERNON: Thank you. | am M ke Vernon. | have lived
inthe Valley for 15 years. | ama Professor in natura
science division of Lewis-Clark State College. 1In the

early '"90s | had the privilege of organizing several public
forunms on the dininishing sal non.

The scientific studies and data presented at these forums
are now -- nmuch of it is part of the All-H Paper so ny coments
are in regard to the Al-H Paper

Even then the problemwas utterly obvious, as was the
sol ution. Probably the best presentation was by Ted Youren of
the University of lIdaho. His studies show an extrenely high
negative correlation between snolt and adult survivability
rates and the installation of each succeeding federal dam

Including in the conparative analysis, this data on undanmed
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rivers.

Since then we have new studi es and new research
nmet hodol ogi es. PATH and the CRI are very conplex risk analysis
nmol ds. PATH, in particular, indicates that the probability of
recovery if the four | ower Snake dans are breached is tw ce
that of enploying all the other alternatives.

Therefore, | support intergraded Alternative D, breaching
-- which includes breaching the four | ower Snake River dams.
I"mnot mnimzing the extent of economic harmto certain
i ndividuals who live in the vValley. Wen | say that, the dans
were built on a failed prom se, salnon runs would not be
af fected

But the people who are now dependent upon this very
heavily subsidi zed transport systemare just as much victins of
failed prom ses as the sal non and steel head are. For that
reason | would urge our elected officials who spoke earlier
today to seek fair and just compensation for the individuals
who are adversely affected, instead of repeating the phrase:

We can have both fish and dans. Yes, we can have both fish and
dans, but they won't be sal non.

True -- well, ny final comrent regarding the All-H Paper
is that it should include mtigation options and anal ysis of
strategies that would help ease this region through the
difficult transition.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Mke. Sally Fredericks and after
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Sally is Bennett

Barr, and then Marc Law ence.

MS. FREDERICKS: |'m Sally Fredericks from Moscow,

| daho. |

envy the rest

would Iike to thank you all for being here. | don't

of your evening. | was born and raised in north

| daho, and |I've lived here nost of nmy life. | have testified

at this sort of hearing on a number of occasions on bringing

back the salnmon runs into the I daho rivers.

The previous hearings have not come close to enconpassing

the high levels of enption that the issue has at this tine. At

times like this | -- it's easy to see where ny val ues and vi ews

differ fromothers, but | also try to | ook and see where we

have things in conmon. And we do share many things, those of

us on both sides of the issues.

None of us likes to |lose sonething that's inportant to

us. We may share a sense of powerl essness, unfairness,

betrayal .

di sl ocati on.

We may fear financial uncertainty and critica

These experiences were part of the dans being

built, and are now part of contenplating the possible renoval

of the dans in order to restore the runs.

| have a strong wish to bring back our sal non runs, and

believe the information saying that the nmost sure way of doing

this is to reestablish a free-running river.

| believe that the public noney we spend to maintain the

navi gati on channels, operate the | ocks, and barge the fish can

be better

spent

hel ping to devel op adjustments in
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transportation, irrigation jobs in the other areas.

| stand in awe of these magnificent fish. Sonme of them
traveling as far as 900 nmles to spawn and send their progeny
back fromthe ocean. For ne we need these fish in our state.
They are a part of our heritage. They were here | ong before
settlers cane to |Idaho, and nost |ikely long before native
peopl es call ed these nountains, valleys, rivers and | akes their
home.

We need these fish for our rivers, for our econony, for
our whol e healthy ethol ogi cal system W need these wondrous
fish for our children, our grandchildren and their children.
don't want mny grandchildren or their children asking the adults
in their lives why? Wiy did you let themall get killed? Wy
didn't you save thenf?

Let us make a deternined and honest effort to keep the
fish with us and get back to a free-flowing river and hel p each
ot her adjust to this. Thank you very nuch.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Sally. Bennett Barr and Marc
Lawr ence and after Marc is Jerry Klenm

MR. BARR: Good afternoon, everybody. M nane is Bennett
Barr, and | would |ike to thank the panel for extending this
time in order that those of us who have waited all day can
actually speak. It gives ne great pleasure for the chance to
speak on behal f of the sal non and the Snake River danms and

peopl e that actually inhabit this place prior to European
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settl enent.

Part of this pleasure stens fromthe fact that ny
ancestors, having followed the Atlantic salnon and cod over to
North Anerica roughly 400 years before Christopher Col unbus,
and in essence |I'm of Scandi navian descent. M people actually
have been fishing for salnon in Northern Europe and the coasta
waters of the Atlantic for nearly 10,000 years, nuch like the
Ni Mi Pu of this area. It is a way of life. It was the way
of life, and we would |like to see that -- it continue to be a
way of life.

And | think as we | ook back at history, we know t hat
anot her group of people have been fishing for simlar sal non
right here in the Northwest, many thousands of years, the N
Mi Pu, the various Colunbia River Tribes. Wth their fishing
the Pacific sal non have been one and always will be.

And when we di scuss the issue of dam breaching, today's
matters little about biology or economics, but | think what
really matters nost is another 5th H, if you will, which is
humanity. To deny the American Indian tribes and their future
generations of children the opportunity to |ive anobngst the
salmon is but a crine against humanity.

In order to avoid such a humiliating consequence, a
conpl ete sal mon extinction and continued di sgrace agai nst the
Anerican Indian tribes, | plead for the National Marine

Fi sheries Service to reconmend to bypass the four | ower Snake
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Ri ver dans.

You know, | often wonder what it would be like to catch
an Atlantic salnmon. My grandparents home territory of
Scandi navia. You know, the Atlantic salnmon are much |ike the
Paci fic salnon are, also threatened to the point of
extinction.

At the time Lewis and Clark actually were making their
expedition through this area, ny grandfather's great
gr andf at her was the archbi shop of Sweden. And at that tinme it
was through the church that the actual Swedish country woul d
send natural historians over to this continent actually to nmeke
matters of conservation.

And this is one of the things that, for ne, has been
difficult to research and understand. But the issue of dam
breaching to save the salnon is essential, and in my Swedish
| anguage we say, tack sa mycket.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Bennett. Marc Law ence, Jerry

Klemm and after Jerry on deck is Richard Fredericks.

MR, LAWRENCE: MW nane is Marc Lawence. |'ma citizen
of Potlatch, Idaho. |'mhere to testify in support of any and
all neasurers that can help restore the endangered fish. [|'ve
read facts and figures until I'msick --

MS. COLLIS: Marc, can you speak just a little closer?
Thank you.

MR. LAVWRENCE: |'m sick of excuses and del ays and billions
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of wasted taxpayer's dollars. Bureaucracy is indeed the
process of converting energy into solid waste. Qur friends,
the Nez Perce, shared their salnmon and saved the Lewis and
Clark expedition fromstarvation, according to ancient Nez
Perce necrology. Not far up the river fromhere, ant and
yel l ow jacket fallow were eating the salnon at the side of the
river. It cane to blows and even after coyote ordered themto
stop, they kept on struggling.

Angered at their behavior and disregard for his warnings,
coyote turned themto stones while their backs were arched and
their jaws | ocked together. You can still see themup there.

If we do not undue this nmess we have made and hel p these
fish, who have hel ped every peopl e who have ever visited this
land, if we do not heed the | earnings of wise people, we wll
deserve the fate of the ant and the yellow jacket.

It is tinme for us to grow up and act |ike responsible
adults. Karma is a sinple concept. W reap what we sow. Do
unto others as you would have them do unto you. Noah saved two
of every creature that God put here for good reason. Shanme on
us for refusing to abide the good | essons npst of us |earned as
chi | dren.

We have a solemn obligation to pass along to future
generations the bounty which we have all been fortunate to have
inherited. Only adults could make this nore conplicated than

it really is. Maybe our children should be in charge.
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A friend of mine told me his kids don't listen to a dam
thing that he tells them but they don't miss a single thing
that he does. And believe ne, our children are watching. Talk
is cheap, but in the end our actions are all that count. It is
time to take action and quite trying to hide from our
responsi bilities.

One day nmy UPS man cut through the crap, and to put it in
a nutshell when he said, if we don't save these fish, we are
going to regret it. Pretty dam sinple. Mst of us have a
heartbreaking regard to that we wi sh we could somehow undue.

If we all listen to our hearts | think we can agree that
regrets are one of the things that nobody can afford.

We have decisions to make, all of which sound Iike they
are going to cost us sone noney. But down one path lie
regrets, shame, sorrow and extinction. Down the other is
pri de, hope, and heroic action, actions that we will never,
ever regret. Actions that our children can be proud of us for
t aki ng.

We need to nake the commitnment and then save the fish.

We need to roll up our sleeves and get busy. Let's bypass
these four dans and take the other actions that will help the
fish recover. We will never, ever regret it. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Marc. Jerry Klemm Richard
Fredericks, and then after Richard, David WII ard.

MR. KLEMM  Thank you, panel, for your agreeing to extend
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the comment period. Greatly appreciated. W all owe our
gratitude for that. W all get hungry at the appropriate

ti mes, and thank you again.

I"'mJerry Klemm | recently retired from Potl atch
Corporation after 39 years. | have no job. Right now I'm not
| ooking for one. | have no treaty. The closest thing | have

is my marriage |license, and that's about as close as you can
get to a binding agreenent. But | am here today to tal k about
my experience in the things that | learned in ny 39 years as
being a union | eader and a spokesman for ny Local in a

| eadership capacity. All themyears you can't help but have a
little bit of something rub off on you after spending that nmany
years talking with people and doi ng what people would like to
have you do.

One of the things that we did was join the Research
Council, an organization that's nationwide. | served in the
| eadership -- excuse ne, a | eadership capacity of that for nmany
years. And our notto is seek and a balance. And | hope that's
what we can do here today.

In the beginning before dans were built and they were
just a gleamin the governnment's eye, you cane to us with
proposal s about putting the dams in on the Snake and the
Clearwater River. Sone of the proposals were good. Sone of
them were bad. W voiced our opinions there.

If the danms were built you said you woul d promi se us many
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things. You pronised us jobs, you prom sed economic stability
that we so long needed in this area. You proni sed cheaper

el ectrical power and a whole nmultitude of things, expanded
recreations. W prospered. W are thankful for that.

We now have a | ow cost water highway to the world
commerce or all across the world. W talk about mtigation and
how do you mtigate a 30-year hone nortgage and wages of young
m ssionaries seeking the Anerican dream of home ownership and
job security? | don't believe that can be done. Not on the
| evel that you are tal king about mitigation on

What we need to do is to go back to our conmobn sense
approach. It doesn't nake sense to tear down dams on the hope
that it mght help to recover salnon a half a century after the
dans are renoved. It doesn't nake sense to |et that
destruction continue while we pursue dam breaching. It doesn't
make sense to let that destruction continue while we race to
breach dans when researchers continue to show that snolt
survival through danms is nmuch higher than previously thought.

It also doesn't make sense to weck or destroy dans with
new technol ogy if the dams show the prom se of inproving
survival is even nore

MS. COLLIS: | need you to wap up, please, Jerry.

MR, KLEMM People in this community that testify here
today for the nbpst part are private citizens expressing their

opi nions. They are not fanobus. Sone are infanmous |ocally,
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t hough. What we hear today from everybody that comes fromthe

heart is that it also comes fromthe head. It will be ground
and comon sense. | hope you will listen in the sane spirit.
Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Jerry. Richard Fredericks, David
Wl lard, and after David is John MCart hy.

MR. FREDERI CKS: M nane is Richard Fredericks. |
appreciate the opportunity to be able to state ny opinion on
the i ssue of our Colunbia Basin sal non and steel head. M
famly and | have lived in the Northwest all of our lives. A
maj or reason being the outdoor recreation, including fishing
and hunting that make this such a wonderful place to live.

We now have three grandchildren, and they too are
learning to | ove the outdoor life-style that has been so
conpelling to us.

When | first cane to the Pacific Northwest fromny
Mont ana chi |l dhood | soon | earned of the nagnificence of the
type of fish I had never seen in the wild, sal non and
steel head, and the rivers and even the small streans. | soon
learned to fish for them and becane probably ny npst enjoyable
recreation, as well as that of my two sons and countl ess ot her
peopl e.

But in the last 25 years we have seen a steady decline in
the nunbers of those fish and along with it our enthusiasm for

fishing with them-- for them W are told that this decline
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appears to be continuing and will soon approach the point of
extinction of some of the runs of our wild fish, and eventually
all of them unless we take nmjor corrective neasurers to
remedy the damage that man has inflicted.

Studi es carried out over nmany years now and reported by
many reputable scientists and groups have shown concl usively
that the four | ower Snake Ri ver dans have had the biggest
negative inpact on the fish and that the bargi ng program has
failed. There has been a grow ng consensus that only restoring
the free-flowing river can reduce this type of extinction

| really want us to do what it takes to recover these
fish runs, even though it will undoubtedly have sonme cost.
More to sone than to others, certainly. But this has been the
case regardl ess of whatever enterprise that we have undertaken
in the nane of progress. | feel strongly that we should bite
the bullet before it is too |ate and bypass the four | ower
Snake River dans.

We need to restore these magnificent fish back to
heal t hy, sustai nable, harvestable runs for the sake of our
heritage, our environnent and, yes, our economny. Sal non
extinction is not an acceptable alternative. |If the fish go
extinct, the cost of litigation and of mitigation and the
paynment of reparations will exceed, by many tines, the cost of
bypassi ng the dans. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Richard. Okay, David WIllard and
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John McCarthy, and after John is Janice Ml er
MR, W LLARD: Thank you for taking the extra tinme in
letting me speak. M nane is David MIler, and I'm from

Moscow, |daho. Many people here may find ny views radical

Personally, | find nothing radical about wanting to protect and
preserve the environment for our children. | find such views
are conservative, not radical. Radical is sonething to do with

an obstacle in the mddle of the ocean or the river so that the
i nhabitants of that river can't nove through it anynore.

I could talk about the science, but | only have three
mnutes so I'll just point out the vast najority of scientists
agree that we nust remove these dans if we are to have any hope
of salnmon surviving in lIdaho, especially if you include the
i ndustry funded junk science.

It's essential for the salnon to survive. They are quite
literally the lifeblood of the Northwest ecosystem See a
qui cker and nore rapid decline of all species that reply upon
them and that includes us. | could talk about the econom cs
but we all know how politics use these nunbers. The plain fact
is that without federal subsidies, taxes and other federa
corporate wel fare these dans woul dn't make econom c sense in
the first place, regardl ess of the econom c cost.

| could talk about the law. | mentioned that we have
treaties with sovereign nations to naintain these stocks of

sal non, even though our country has a very poor tract record of

Page 120



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

actually followi ng through on these treaties, | beseech you to
do so in this case. During, back to economics, | understand
that our nation could be Iiable for billions of dollars in
lawsuits if we fail to do so.

| could talk about a lot of things, but all | want you to
do is inmagine how you woul d feel when, excuse nme -- is how you
woul d feel when your grandchild asks you: Wy aren't there any
sal mon in the Sal non River?

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, David. John MCarthy and then
Janice Ml ler.

MR, MCCARTHY: Thank you all for staying late. | really
appreciate it. M nanme is John McCarthy, and |I'mthe
Conservation Director for the Idaho Conservation League, who I
represent today. Change is comng to the Snake River and to
I daho. Change can nean elimnation of sal non and steel head.
Peopl e can choose extinction after thousands of years of
evol ution that produced runs of hundreds of thousands of fish.
Peopl e have that awesone power.

Change can nean recovery of the Snake River sal non and
steel head to regain the cornerstone of an ecol ogi cal system of
life critical to all of the Northwest. Sone people are
resi stant to change. Sone people want to continue the failed
formul as of the past: the continued barging, hatcheries, and
m nor habitat inprovenents to continue down into towards

extinction.
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But it's obvious that the npost significant change people
can choose to | ead towards sustainabl e sal non and steel head
fishery in the entire Snake, Salnon, C earwater, Selway,

Lochsa, all the rivers that matter so nuch to us, is to bypass
the four |ower Snake River damns.

Dam renmpoval is not a perfect, imediate cure for all the
problenms the fish face, but it will avert the slide to
extinction. |It's the closest thing to a sure thing,
ecologically and econonmically to restore a conplex life-forns
to its past glory.

| believe the fish biologists who have studi ed these
options presented before us here today who say sonething but
bypassing the dans will |lead toward recovery. | believe anyone
who supports sone other half neasure or failed program or bogus
techno-fixes, what they are really saying is extinction is an
okay risk or even a preferred option.

I don't believe people who say, no one wants extinction
but then pronote failed progranms or bogus fixes. |If soneone
wants extinction, say it. Don't hide behind plans with no
possibility of success. Fish are resilient. People are
resilient. Rivers are resilient. Comunities are resilient.

The question here today ought to be: How do we make sure
fish, rivers, people, and comunities bounce back and thrive
after maki ng the necessary changes to sal non and steel head so

t hey survive?
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The sure roots of survival to the fish is a free-flow ng
river. Take out the dans and then conme up with a plan for
peopl e and conmunities to al so make changes so people in the
conmunities also survive and thrive

Sockeye salnon will effectively be extinct in Idaho's
Sal ron River at the end of the stick end if we don't do
anything. W can choose to change that doom direction or we
can let our resistance to change speak for eternity.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, John. Janice MIler and after
Jani ce is Randy Bostrum

MS. MLLER: MW nane is Janice MIler. M husband and
are retirees, citizens of Pullman. W can't afford to take out
whol e page ads, but we can cone here to express our strong
approval for the partial renoval of the Snake River dams and
taking all necessary steps to address the other issues of
hydropower, hatcheries, habitat and harvest to provide the
maxi mum protection for the sal non and steel head runs. Barging
and other efforts have not worked.

The best science available indicates that all these
nmeasures together will be necessary to save the salnon from
extinction and bring back the sal non and steel head runs. W
are obligated by agreenents with Canada and with the Indian
tribes to acconplish this. And the region and the nation will
reap great social, econom c and ecol ogi cal benefits over tine.

Very credi bl e proposal s have been put forward as to how
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to mtigate the effects of damrenoval on transportation and
irrigation. These are available to you on the internet if you
want to read them These expenses shoul d be shared by al
citizens, through governnent action.

Further, we are firmly convinced that the pollution which
poi sons the salnon will eventually have equally adverse effects
on humans. Clean air and clean water are essential to us all
Pollution is forbidden by law. And no person and no
corporation should be above the | aw.

Just as | believe the old adage that you don't put the
fox in charge of guarding the hen house, | also believe that
you can't be sure of reliable science based on the data
provided by a very self-interested party. Certainly we al
agree that it would be a serious matter if |arge nunbers of
people were to lose their jobs. Potlatch is an inportant part
of the industrial structure in this area, but |I'minclined not
to take it face value, Potlatch's threat that if they have to
pay 25 mllion dollars to conply with the law, that they wl
have to fire workers.

Corporations are not in business for their health, and
anyone who pollutes our rivers is certainly not in business for
the health of salnmon or of people. W are running out of
time. We nust begin now to breach the dans and inprove our
approach to hatcheries, hydropower, harvest, and habitat.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Janice. Randy Bostrum and after
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Randy is Janes Pal mershei m

MR, BOSTRUM  Thank you. Randy Bostrum | live in
Colfax. |1'mhere representing nyself and nmy famly. | have
recently resigned fromthe Port of Whitman County. |'m no

| onger involved directly in this debate, but | have enjoyed
working with Ric and General Strock in past panel discussions.

Let me give you a little background. |1'mthe third
generation transportation person having graduated with a degree
in business and |l ogistics in transportation. So | want to
focus a little bit on the transportation issues that are
involved in this study.

They do not address a few things. First of all, if you
were to hold this neeting in Portland and be di scussing taking
out the bridges across Interstate 5, | think you would have to
hold it in sonething |ike the Kingdone, which is now surplus.
And you woul d have a pretty heated debate. That's essentially
what we are tal king about. Qur Interstate 5 is the river
systemas it exists today and as it could be for our future
generations. W've only had the systemin place for about 20
years.

And to realize the potential of this systemin the

future, I"'mcurrently working on a project that would bring
about 250,000 jobs to Colfax. |If that cones together, one of
the main reasons we will locate there is because the

availability of |low cost transportation on the river systemto
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reach the world. The product would benefit all of this region
because it's agricultural based, but uses a residue or a waste
product and would be able to be utilized throughout the world.

Wthout the ability to conpete in that product by having
| ow cost transportation on the river system we likely will not
be able to conpete with our producers throughout the world, and
that opportunity woul d be | ost.

If you are about 25 years in the future in terns of
transportation and the ability to use transportation, this
systemis a key and vital part of that outlook. If we are
| ooki ng for our grandchildren's future, we need to address
t hat .

If you |l ook at the cost and take this out and try to
replace it, the Washi ngt on Departnment of Transportation
recently did a study which estimated it would take a billion
dollars every ten years to nmaintain the system highway system
woul d have to be built. That's a 100 mllion dollars a year
If you are famliar with Washington politics, 1695 just
elimnated the excise tax in Washington State. |t would take
nore than what was elinminated, a 100 nillion dollars to be able
to maintain the systemthat would have to be built to cover
what the barges take.

Each barge toll on the river is equivalent of about 50
mles of trucks on an interstate highway. Essentially the

barge systemas it exists today nmakes the interstate to
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Portl and a one-|ane hi ghway because there would be so many
trucks on it.

The other thing that hasn't been addressed is the nunber
of deaths that will be resulting fromincreased traffic. There
will be 7 to 9 deaths per year based on the volune of traffic
i ncrease that would occur on those highways. And the pollution
fromthat will be equivalent to a million cars per year

These things are part of the environmental cost that has
to be addressed, in just |ooking at the transportation, not
even | ooking at the hydrosystem And one thing | do have to
say is |'ve been involved in this issue for four and a half
years, to get only three minutes is kind of a linmtation, but I
really appreciate the panel giving us the extra time. Thank
you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Randy. Okay, Janes Pal mershei m
and Jereny Five Crows.

MR. PALMERSHEIM  Hi.

MS. COLLIS: Hi.

MR. PALMERSHEIM |'m Ji m Pal nershei m from Mdscow, | daho,
and thank you for this opportunity to comment on the sal non and
the Snake River for -- for the Snake River dans. | live in a
town that does not have a river running through it, only a
smal|l creek. | have been told that once upon a tine steel head
used to make a run up there at that creek. It still makes ne

wonder what the | andscape and the creek were |ike back then and
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why they nanmed it paradise.

|'"ve heard stories like, well, back in the gold ol' days
we used to catch fish as long as your armand we could ride a
horse a half a day without seeing a fence or canp for a week
Wit hout seeing a soul. |'ve been told residents of Sal non
Basin that the Sal non River would turn red fromthe returning
sockeye. Back in the good ol' days.

Well, | believe these are the good ol' days. Today we
can learn from past m stakes, and today we have the
responsi bility and know edge to nmake a change |like putting the
stop to ground pollution, acid rain, now saving the river for
the sal mon and as a heal thy productive fishery. And | truly
believe that sinmlar to the dead canary in a mne shaft, where
cats can enter the big troll to cone, the di sappearing sal non
and st eel head should al so be warning us about the condition of
our environnent. Let Idaho be known for protecting our |ands
and rivers for our good ol' days. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Janmes. |s Jereny here? Geat.

MR FIVE CRONs: Hi. |I'mJereny Five Crows. |'ma
menber of the Nez Perce Tri be.

MS. COLLIS: Alittle closer, please, Jereny.

MR. FI VE CROAS: Oh.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you.

MR, FIVE CRONs: Historically the Northwest was defined

as anywhere the sal non could go. The abundant sal non resources
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supported vi brant native cultures all along every major river
inthe region. It is a unifying factor that tied the region
together. Today as the sal non di sappear, it is ripping the
region apart. Soon, if nothing is done, the Snake and
Cl earwater Basin won't even be a part of the Northwest by its
whol e definition. Not being sonewhere the sal nbn can go.
This is a future | hope | never see. | hope ny
children's future isn't devoid of salnmon, and that our |egacy
isn't a series of silt-filled reservoirs that end in waterfalls
at each of these four dans. The future | hope to see is one
which we as residents of the Snake River Basin made the hard
deci sions and chose to take the path of preservation
preservation of the salnon, of the river, of our identities.

As a Nez Perce, this remarkable fish is part of who |

am It is a part of my flesh, for |I've eaten it ny entire
life. It is part of ny culture, one that centered around the
various sal nmon runs throughout the year. It is part of ny
soul. For in this creature | maintain a link with ny past.

When | wal k al ong the Snake, Clearwater, Lochsa and all the
other rivers and tributaries of this basin, I amwalking the
pat hs my forefathers have wal ked.

I marvel the beauty of the | andscapes they saw, and | eat
the salnmon that they ate. | hold this place to be the npst
beautiful, inspiring, inportant place in the world. | would

hope that those of you who have |lived here |Iong enough feel the
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same way. Because only something that we hold dear will nmke
us willing to sacrifice for it. |f what you hold dear is a

vi brant sal non popul ation, a healthy river in which they can
exi st, and the opportunity to catch one of these marvel ous
creatures fromthe bank of the wild river it is clear that we
nmust renove the four | ower Snake River dams. Qur children, the
sal mon, and the rivers depend on it. Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Jereny. Okay, folks, we are
going to take an hour for dinner. |If you want to speak
toni ght, you can sign up as early as 6:00. And it's been ny
pl easure bei ng your noderator. GCentlenen, do you want to say
anyt hi ng?

GEN. STROCK: Thank you all for com ng.

(Wher eupon a recess was held.)
(Reconvened at 6:40 p.m)

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you. Good evening, everyone. Let's
just, if we can, get these folks seated. Do we have any ot her
open seats in the area? There's a couple here. There's 175
chairs in the open house area, and you can hear the proceedi ngs
in there as well. And, so, for those of you who want to nove
around, you may want to try that avenue as well. Thank for
coming to tonight's public neeting on issues related to the
Col unmbi a Basi n.

My nanme is Cathryn Collis. | am a professional nediator

and facilitator. And | was asked by the Federal Agencies to be
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the noderator for tonight's neeting.

Wth me is nmy coll eague, Stacey WIllians, who is also a
prof essi onal nediator and facilitator, and she will help ne out
t oni ght .

Nei t her Stacey nor nyself are staff nenbers of any of the
i nvol ved agencies. W were asked to noderate to assure that a
fair and inpartial hearing of the issues and concerns nmay
occur.

Before we go any further, I want to make nmention of the
facility. W changed the facility in order to accommpdate the
i ncreased nunber of people who were interested in being here.
And unfortunately, at the late date we were not able to get
anything larger than this, and I know it's unconfortable and
it's going to get warm And we are all going to be close in
here with a Iot of different opinions, so it's going to require
you to be extra respectful of your neighbors in your
comunity. | appreciate that.

My guess is that all of you have inportant points that
you would Iike to have heard by your government officials, and
they are here to listen to what you have to say. This is an
i mportant opportunity for all of you that will require respect
for both the process and each other

I need your help in order to | et as many of you have an
opportunity to say what you want as possible, but before

di scuss any further ground rules, | just want to nake certain
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that you are in the right place.

The purpose of tonight's neeting is to provide the public
with an opportunity for both witten and oral comments on the
U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers' Draft Lower Snake River Juvenile
Sal non M gration Feasibility Report and Environnental | npact
Statenent, or the FREIS as sone of you may have heard about it,
or even EIS.

We al so wel come comments on the Federal Caucus report on
t he Conservation of the Col unmbia Basin Fish, known to many of
you as the Al -H Paper.

We are hol ding public neetings on these issues throughout
the region, in Oregon, Montana, |daho, Washi ngton and Al aska.
We are doing this because any future regional decisions require
the region to have spoken and be heard.

The tinme you have taken here to be here tonight to nake
your coments heard and give feedback is very inportant and
greatly appreci at ed.

To this end we have provided nultiple ways for you to
make your thoughts and feelings known, either through testinony
in this roomthis evening, through testinony in a tape recorder
in the next room Room 103, through written comments and
t hrough comrent cards. All coments are treated equally no
matter how you nmake them

Before we begin, | would like to go over the agenda for

tonight. W have a lot to do, and a | ot of you who want to
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speak, so let ne go over a few of the adm nistrative details.

We are going to start tonight with a couple of very short
present ati ons about the docunents that are under consideration
by -- from our regional executives on our panel

In other neetings we have followed that with a short
guestion and answer period, but because so many of you want to
speak and we want to hear fromyou, we are taking that portion
out .

If through the presentations or even just in general you
have questions about the documents under consideration, please
be sure and visit the open house where staff menbers should be
able to answer your questions there.

We are going to have three or so hours for ora
testi mony; although we may stay | onger than that, depending on
how many people still want to speak. Each person is given
three mnutes to testify. Al of the oral testinmony will be
recorded for the public record

If you have your comrents in witten form we would
appreciate a copy of those as well. Please note that there is
a drop off area for your comments right here. Dawn will take
your coments in witing. And again, just a rem nder that
there is a booth next door for you to make your comments into a
tape recorder, if you are unconfortable doing it in this room
in front of a crowd or if you just don't want to hang out unti

your name shows up. You're welcone to nake your comments over
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t here.

So, let's talk a little bit about ground rules for
tonight. First, let nme note that we want to have a safe and
respectful neeting tonight, and we need all of your help to
make that happen. We do have police and security on site if
that's necessary, and of course we hope that it won't be. But
given the controversial nature of the issues that we are going
to be discussing tonight, | want to make a special plea to al
of you to treat one another and the panelists with respect.

You may not agree with what your nei ghbor or the
panel i sts are saying, but everyone in the roomhas a right to
their views and the right to express them And indeed, that's
why we are here tonight.

So we ask that you show respect for that. And to be
specific I'mgoing to ask that you please hold cl apping,
cl earing, booing, signs, intimdating gestures, all that stuff,
pl ease, and we'll get through this. Not only will that make it
a lot lessen intimdating environnment for everybody to voice
their opinions, but we will also be able to hear from nore
peopl e.

Also we woul d ask that you keep side conversati ons down
toa mninum |If you need to have a conversation, if you could
exit the roomthat would be hel pful. Qur court reporter has to
be able to hear fairly clearly what's being said, and that's

difficult if there's a |ot of background noi se.
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Help ne to help you testify by being at the m crophone
and ready to speak when |'ve called your nane. What | usually
do is get three or four nanes. The person who is going to
speak, the next person, and then the person on deck, so you
have sone warni ng about when you are up. Please be up and
ready at the mic so that we don't lose tinme that way.

Be courteous to others and stop speaki ng when your tine
is up, please. |If your question or conment has already been
stated, please don't say it again, so that many -- we can hear
as many views as possi ble tonight.

Tonight's neeting is not an attenpt at reaching a
consensus or a vote. It's an opportunity for members of the
audi ence to have their thoughts heard and consi dered by the
Federal Officials. And we ask that you please not disrupt that
opportunity.

So, if you follow ny instructions, we should be able to
hear from as many of you as possible and hopefully |earn
sonet hing from one anot her as wel |

We' ve ended the neetings in the past at 10:30 or so.

We'Il check in at 10:30 and see where we are. |If it's
everyone's idea that we should continue on, we will continue
on.

| just want to follow up on sone procedural rules. You
can provide witten coments on the Corps' Draft EIS or the

Federal Caucus All-H Paper and related reports such as the
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Cor ps' John Day drawdown study at any time during the public
comment period. You can hand in witten coments today or send
your coments in via mail or email. Coment forns and
addresses are provided in your packet.

Additionally, you will find informati on about where to
get any and all of the reports that are going to be discussed
toni ght in those same packets.

So what happens to your comments? The Corps will review
all coments subnmitted in witing and the transcripts from
public testinony like this tonight. They will consider the
i ssues you raise that are related to the Draft FREIS in their
preparation of the revised draft FREIS.

The foll owi ng conment periods are noted in your packet,
but I just want to repeat them for you here tonight. The
comment period for the | ower Snake report is March 31st, 2000.
The Federal Caucus will issue a summary report and responses to
comments as part of the final All-H Paper. Coments are due on
t hat process by March 17th, 2000.

The Corps' final John Day drawdown phase | report will be
submtted to Congress in the sumrer of 2000, this sumrer.
Witten comments will be forwarded with the report. Coments
are due on that study by March 31st, 2000.

Again, if you need to | eave before we get to your ora
testi mony toni ght, we hope you can provide us with witten

comments or stop by and tape your conments next door. And once
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again, all comments are treated equally, whether you nmake them
here or in sone other forum

Finally, just a couple of adm nistrative details, we have
a very large crowd tonight. | want to point out the exits
there and in the back of the room And bathroons around the
side are out through these doors, the bathroons are there.
That's the first tine | ever had a chance to be a stewardess or
a flight attendant. It felt kind of fun

Ckay, | would like to introduce our panel menbers
tonight. Wth us fromthe U S. Fish and Wildlife Service is
Bill Shake. And for those of you who don't know, the U S. Fish
and Wldlife Service is the organi zation that has endangered
species jurisdiction over plants, wildlife, and resident fish.

Ric Ilgenfritz -- the General isn't the only one that has
a struggle with that nanme -- is fromthe National Marine
Fi sheries Service. And, of course, the National Marine
Fi sheri es Service has ESA, or Endangered Species Act,
jurisdiction over anadromous fish, and they also regul ate
conmercial and tribal harvest.

General Carl Strock fromthe Corps of Engineers. The
Corps operates the federal dans and the | ocks for multiple
use.

Sarah McNary from BPA. BPA markets electricity from
federal dans and funds the fish and wildlife mtigation.

And M ke Crouse from BLM They manage the public forest
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and range | ands.

VWhat | would like to do nowis turn the tine over to
General Strock and for a couple of very brief presentations,
and then we'll nove on to our public coment period. Thank
you.

(Overview presentati ons were given but not reported.)
(Back on for public comment session at 7:30 p.m)

MS. COLLIS: Please, again, treat one another with
respect. Refrain fromany cl apping, cheering, booing,
gestures, posters, all that kind of stuff. Thank you very
nmuch.

Okay, how this is going to work is: ['mgoing to cal
your nanme, and you need to cone up to one of the two
m crophones in the room | have four sign-in sheets. You wll
recall that you forned four |lines outside, and | have those
four sign-in sheets. And |I'mgoing to take them across, nunber
1, all the way across; nunmber two, all the way across,
etcetera, down the sheet.

When | get -- 1'Il call the name of the person who is up
to speak next, the person who follows, and a third person who
is on deck. So, if you can get close to the mic as you hear
your nanme and if you are in the other room if you can pay
attention and nove into this roomas you hear your name. |I'm
going to try and remenber to keep three nanmes ahead so we don't

| ose any tine that way. Please be ready to speak and let ne
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know i f you need ne to bring the mic to you. | have a renote
here if you need ne to bring the mc to you.

Okay, you need to watch the lights in front of you. The
green light nmeans speak. The yellow light indicates that you
have one mnute left, and the red neans stop. And if you have
trouble with that, 1'Il help you out.

GEN. STROCK: And I'll add nmy conment, too: W stop
listening when the red |ight goes on, too.

MS. COLLIS: Wat you may want to do, actually, is three
mnutes isn't very long. And | know it's frustrating but,
believe me, |'ve been doing this for a long tine and | just
don't know any other way to acconmpdate the numbers of people
who want to speak. So, we are going to stick to that. And I'm
pretty hard nosed about it.

You m ght want to take a | ook at your comments, and nake
sure that you nake the points that you want to nake. And by
the way, the three mnutes doesn't nean that you have to talk
for three mnutes either. You can stop before that if you so
choose. So, take a | ook at your comments and make sure you get
a chance to say the things you really want to say in your three
m nutes. And by the way, the three minutes hold for everyone,
i ncluding politicians.

Okay. Then after you're through, just |leave the nc so
t he next person can begin, and we hope to accommdate 50 or 60;

al though, we'll revisit this issue after that period. W wll
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probably take a quick break about 9:00 to give the court
reporter a chance to change the paper and the reporter and our
panel a chance to stretch their | egs and have a bat hroom

br eak.

Pl ease renenber that the neeting is being transcribed,
and so you need to indicate, if you can, whether you are
comenting on the Corps' EIS or on the Federal Caucus All-H
Paper or on the John Day Drawdown Study or all of them If you
are not sure, we will do our best to get your comrents to the
appropriate agency. Please be sure and state your nane and if
you're representing an organi zation or an agency also state
that. So, | think that's it.

We' Il get started with our elected officials, elected and
appointed officials, and then we'll start on our sign-in
sheets. So, let's begin. Junior VanTassel, please, fromthe
Nez Perce Community Tribe. Okay. Did | pronounce it wong?
There are periods. J.R There you go.

MR, VANTASSEL: | would like to thank you for being here
tonight. | amglad | don't have to talk for three mnutes
because the General's five mnutes |let nmy nouth get dry.

I am J. R VanTassel, Chairman of the Board of Nez Perce
County Conmi ssioners, and | would just like to say that the
Board of County Commi ssioners of Nez Perce County is totally
opposed to breaching the dans.

We believe that breachi ng woul d cause far-reachi ng and
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di sastrous effects on our conmerce, econony, residents, and
taxpayers. W further believe that the science that supports
breachi ng cannot be preci se enough to take that risk.
Unfortunately, the |lack of -- lack of precision has transforned
this into an enotional and, subsequently, political issue.

We are very confident that our position is reflective of
the vast majority of the people of Nez Perce County and peopl e
of the region. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, J.R  Appreciate it. Dale
Al drich and next is Charles Cuddy, an Idaho State
Representative, and following Charles is Tom Prior, the Mayor
of Asotin.

MR. ALDRI CH: Good evening. |'mDale Aldrich, one of the
three Commissioners for the Port of Lewiston. On behalf of the
Conmi ssioners of the Port of Lewiston | want to thank you for
the opportunity to provide comrents on this inportant issue.

Sal non recovery is clearly one of the nost significant
i ssues to confront the Port, our comrunity, and the region in
the last ten years. Over this period the Port has been an
active participant in regional discussions ained at finding and
i mpl enenting a solution for our endangered sal non.

In addition to nmy comments tonight, the Port of Lew ston
will provide detailed, technical comments. Tonight ny coments
will focus on all the reports regarding the | ower Snake River.

First and forenost, the Port of Lewi ston reiterates its
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support for regional efforts to aid salnon recovery. Although
our salnon runs are clearly up to stress |levels, we believe
that as federal agencies charge both operations of our river
and Fish and WIldlife Resources, you have aggressively pursued
actions to enhance sal non.

Since the construction of the | ower Snake River dans,
hundreds of millions have been spent -- have been invested to
aid salnon in those projects. And based on your | atest
scientific data, these actions have had a magi cal positive
ef fect on survival.

While the four | ower Snake River dans were successfully
passi ng sal non, possibly the highest of any dans in the Pacific
Nort hwest, fishery agencies are predicting a very large return
of adult salmon to ldaho this spring. That's a great sign and
shoul d provi de the proper encouragenent for future
sal non-saving initiatives.

In addition to the continued passage inprovenents at the
danms, the Port believes hatchery harvest reforns are necessary,
too. W are not advocating harvest noratorium but believe
sel ective fishing nethods should be adopted to all ow nore
endangered | daho sal non to spawn.

We are opposed to breaching the | ower Snake River dans.
According to your feasibility study, the dam breaching
alternatives result in higher downstream passage nortality for

sal mon than the other three alternatives when the | oss of
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transport is considered.

Based on your report, there has not been a scientific
case nade that breaching will help recover sal mon runs as
conpared to the current program As one of the principa
econom ¢ devel opnent entities for our conmunity, we are also
very concerned with the likely detrinmental econom c
consequences for Lew ston and area industries.

It is amazing to us that after five years of study,
spending mllions of public dollars, your Draft Feasibility
St udy concl udes that dam breaching would result in a projected
net gain of enploynent for Lew ston.

By conparison, we provided you with Port Commi ssion
Uni versity of |daho study which indicated that 1580 jobs were
directly tied to water commerce by the three ports. By
renovi ng the dans, those jobs and nany nore were at risk

I f dam breaching were not a significant issue in our
comunity tonight, why are thousands of people fromour Valley
here attendi ng these heari ngs.

Since the March 1992 drawdown test, our community has
been living under the prospect of |osing our waterway. Wile
t he advocates have been unable to nmake a credible scientific
case to support dam breaching, it is time for you to
denonstrate the | eadershi p and abandon this proposal and pursue
meani ngful sal non recovery actions. Thank you for the

opportunity to comment.
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MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Dale. Charles Cuddy, Tom Prior
and then Di ck Sherw n.

MR. CUDDY: Thank you, Panel. |It's a pleasure to be here
this evening, but yet it isn't. | represent an area when you
get eleven mles up river that covers the rest of the
Cl earwat er drai nage, and nost of those people in there are
quite fearful of what your actions will be. And for too nany
years in North Central I|daho we've sacrificed our water, we
reluctantly accepted di mi ni shment of |and use and | and
managenent in the name of endangered and threatened sal non
recovery.

We' ve endured these | osses and restrictions while
commercial fishing for these sal non continue. Upon perusal of
the 4H proposal, | see nothing but nore inpact being bestowed
on North Central I|daho, nor do | see any proposal that
guarantees fish recovery to the point of enlisting.

The nost drastic approach, breaching appears to nme to
have a fiscal inpact approaching one -- inpact approaching one
billion dollars without a | ot of other added things, the buy
out of grain elevator stocks except for what's been built by
private noney.

That does not coincide either with your statement on page
3, bullet point five, of the introduction of the All-H Paper
In fact, this option neans devastation to the Cl earwater Basin

when econonic inpacts are considered. | believe it's only fair
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to conply ny response on habitat, harvest options as | believe
they are closely related and will continue to be that way.

Past experience tells nme that the | and management of the
Clearwater Basin will be further restricted to attenpt to
provi de down river and saltwater harvest at the sole and
separate expense of jobs and industry in our area while 90 to
95 percent of our natural spawning areas will probably renain
unused.

The statenent froma legislature friend in Muntana
think put it best: You people have the best notels in the
worl d, and there's nobody hone.

Hat cheries, as a sports fisherman, it's becone obvious to
me that hatcheries have been the only success in regarding
hazardous fish that | have observed. | see seasons for
st eel head and often tines other salnonid, but only for hatchery
fish. In many cases these runs appear to be on increase, while
natural spawni ng decrease in popul ation

Cbviously, all these fish have to nake their way upstream
through the sane weirs and obstructions. \When one | ooks at the
i ncrease in shad and other native sal non fish popul ate and now
i nhabiting the Colunbia River Basin, it seens to ne that they
provi de the same anount of fish they historically did, but
there is nothing left but the snoblt going downstreamthat are
unai ded to eat.

| recently read an article in a west coast newspaper that
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covered satellite detection of a probable nomadi c change in

Paci fic coast tenperatures along the north coast.

rai sed the possibility that |asting

decades will bring healthier salnon runs to the Northwest

This article

-- the change for lasting

because the tenperatures are supposedly going to cool

Scientists believe these terns have been | ong cycles and

| ong occurring.

the way of current science that tells you you're on the road to

| don't think there's anything out there in

recovery for salnonids that last in

are going to do

is get another inpac

peopl e and the industry in our area.

M5. COLLI S:

and John Currin,

MR. PRI OR

politician. They got

else. M nane is Tom Prior

our | ast counci

pl ease.

Thank you, Charle

Thank you. First

our area. I think a

I we

t for our working people

Thank you, M. Cha

s. Tom Prior, Dick Sherw n

of all, I"'mnot a

and |'mthe Mayor of Asotin.

nmeeti ng we passed a Resol ution, 00-290,

rman.

me in here to speak before everybody

At

to

gain a resolution declaring opposition to the breaching of the

| ower Snake Ri ver dans.

The | ower

Snake River dans are

essential to the economc

wel | -bei ng of Asotin and nei ghboring comunities and whereas

the City of Asotin,

Mayor, and City

Counci | nenbers fee

t he

renoval of the dans would constitute a grave danger to the

econonmic viability of our region des

transportation,

routes,

irrigation,

Page 146

troying jobs,

and hydroelectricity



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

production; and whereas, proposals to breach the dans are based
on inconplete, inconclusive information and unproven theories.

As the elected officials of this City it is our duty to
speak out |oud and clear to protect the security and econom c
wel | -being of our community.

Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the City Council of the
City of Asotin at a regular neeting assenbl ed do hereby
officially declare their opposition to the breaching of the
| ower Snake River dams, dated the 7th day of February, the year
2000. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Tom Dick Sherwi n, John Currin,
and Marguerite MLaughlin

MR. SHERWN. Hello. Good to see you again, Ceneral. M
name is Dick Sherwin. | ama Conmi ssioner of the Port of
Clarkston, and like Tom |'m not nmuch of a politician either
But | am pretty controversial, so I'mgoing to listen to you.

| spent a lot of time preparing testinony for this, and
when | got down here and |istened to everybody else's
testinmony, like every time, | threw it right out the w ndow.
And so, just a fewthings | would like to say.

First of all, what happened to commpn sense? Here we
are. W are sitting here tal ki ng about people's jobs,
livelihoods, the future of salnon, and we are still killing
them | don't care what anybody el se has to say, | don't think

there is a person in this roomwho wouldn't agree with ne that
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before we nmess with people's livelihoods and jobs and the
econony of this whole region, we need to quit sanctioning the
killing of salnmon. \Whether it be comrercial, tribal or sport
fishing, there's no other endangered species on this planet
that is sanctioned to be legally taken for harvest and kill ed.
It's ridiculous to be here tal king about this issue, until this
probl em has been sol ved.

| respect the Tribe's rights to fish. | respect their
treaty rights, but if they are as concerned with returning the
sal mon as they tell us they are, they should voluntarily give
t hese sal mon noratorium

We tal k about mitigating jobs. How many fishernmen's jobs
are going to be mtigated versus all the jobs in the Pacific
Nort hwest that need to be mtigated? Let's mtigate the fewer
nunber of jobs and not the greater nunber.

I've heard a | ot about subsidies. |'ve heard a |ot of
peopl e sayi ng, oh, these danms are subsidized. Everything is
subsidized. It's a great thing. 1It's a catchall phrase. W
all hear it all the tine.

I contend that these entities that are killing the fish
are being subsidized with our jobs. W are subsidizing al
this fishing, right now, the commercial, the tribal, and the
recreational harvest is being subsidized with the jobs of the
good nen and wonen in this room

We tal k about the jobs that will be lost and the jobs
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that will be created, but nobody ever tal ks about the average

i ncome of those jobs that will be created. W have |iving wage
jobs. Jobs that have all kinds of benefits. Jobs we've worked
for all our lives, and that is not the sane as flipping burgers
at McDonal d's, |adies and gentl enen.

We need to tal k about the gross incone generated for the
jobs for a change instead of just the nunbers gai ned and | ost.
If you have twi ce as many jobs, you get half as nuch incone, it
doesn't make a |l ot of sense. But everybody conveniently avoids
that issue.

If the people in Boise think that the water budget is
going to change if the dans are breached, you're wong. The
PATH people will tell you that. You're still be using your
wat er down water to flush fish. 1It's not going to make any
di fference. That budget is not going to change, so | don't
know where your bandwagon is. Your dans are next.

| see | got the red Iight and | have probably been
controversial enough so thank you for your tinme.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Dick.

MR, SHERW N.  Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: John Currin, Marguerite MLaughlin. Please
hol d your applause. Can | ask you to please hold your
appl ause. Thank you. | appreciate you sticking to the ground
rules for me, thanks. John Currin, Marguerite MLaughlin and

then Frank Bruneel. Go ahead. Thanks.
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MR, CURRIN: Thank you. M nane is John Currin. I'ma
menber of the Lewiston City Council. | want to wel cone you and
all the rest of our visitors to beautiful Lew ston and
Cl arkston and the Cl earwater Valley.

Remenber the Corps' mandated Monongahel a decision in the
m d-1970s? This decision |imted the size of the Forest
Service clear-cuts. The environnmentalists said that it was not
their objective to stop clear-cuts, but rather limt their size
to a reasonable area. It was not |ong, however, they, in fact,
they acconplished the banning of clear-cuts on the Forest
Servi ce.

In 1991 the spotted ow decision started a process of
emascul ating the Forest Service in terms of commercial Forest
managenment. First an old growh filing on all Forest Service
| ands. Recent attenpts to control an insect epidenm c adjacent
to rural residential property were fought. Argunents that not
treating these lands would | ead to danage to adjacent private
property had no sway with the environnentalists. Their
| ong-term objective is to depopul ate these rural residentia
ar eas.

Renenber that spotted owl ? The environnentalists
argunent, based on their science, was that the spotted ow
cannot survive and coul d becone extinct w thout old growh.

The spotted ow can exist only in old growh was their claim

Now we know the environnmentalists were wong. Spotted ows
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thrive very well in second growh forests, even in areas
adj acent to rural residential devel oprment.

Now t he Forest Service no |onger manages any of its | ands
to long-term comercial forest production. |In fact, many
ranger districts do not even have a forester on its staff.

They do, however, have plenty of archeologists, fish and
wi I dlife biologists and hydrol ogi sts.

A new field of study has devel oped at our natura
resource colleges devoted to witing environmental assessnents
and environnental inpact statenents. Having created a Forest
Service that has nothing to do regardi ng managi ng forest,
actual |y manages nothing but report witers, environmentalists
have turned their attention to elimnating agriculture industry
and private comercial forest managenent fromthe |nland
Nor t hwest .

Again, their long-termgoal is to depopulate the rura
I nl and Northwest and create an elites part of the country. And
they are succeeding. Breaching the four |ower Snake Ri ver dams
is a mpjor step in their overall strategy. Now | know that
many of you will call this a whacko conspiracy theory, but the
shutting down of the Forest Service Tinber Management of the
Nort hwest after the Monongahel a decision 25 years ago woul d
have al so been consi dered a whacko conspiracy theory. All you
need to do is consider who their |eaders are.

There is no science existing showi ng that breaching the
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four | ower Snake River dans woul d save the sal nron and steel head
fromextinction. Mark Reisner, author of Cadillac desert,
calls breaching these dans a crapshoot. |In fact, we do not
know what wi |l happen to the fish should the dans be breached.
But we do know what will happen if the dans are breached here
inthis lovely Clearwater Valley and Lew ston and Cl arkston

The ports of Lewi ston, Clarkston and Wl nma and their
contributions to the area woul d di sappear

MS. COLLIS: | need to ask you to wap up, please, John
Thank you.

MR, CURRIN: Ckay. W are currently working with the
process that's been proven to get 95 percent of the snolts
bel ow the dam Is the next five percent worth all the
destruction and disruption in the Inland Northwest? Thank
you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, John. Marguerite MLaughlin and
t hen Frank Bruneel and then Senator Geddes.

MS. MCLAUGHLIN: |'m Senator Marguerite MLaughlin, and
live up the river in the Clearwater right bel ow that
magni fi cent structure that was built called Dworshak which
isn't included in your report, but I'msure it's in sonme of
them that you will have to use when you | ook at saving sal non.

I would Iike to begin my remarks by stating the obvious:
The issue of sal non recovery dam breaching and water all ocation

are trenendous inportance to the men and wonen who live in this
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region and state. It is these men and wonen who's been
experiencing the daily basis of inmpact of any decisions
regardi ng sal non recovery.

My commrents are based on discussions with my
constituencies and my evaluation of the information presented
in the Lower Snake River Juvenile Salnmon Mtigation Feasibility
Report. In the section outlining the Effects on Water Supply
and Irrigation on page 32 of the summary docunent, the analysis
outlines the econom c cost of nodifying punps and punp
i nt akes.

What the analysis fails to offer is the inpact on
avail abl e water for use by either irrigators or rmunicipa
users. Focusing solely on the cost of punp nodifications does
not capture fully the econom c inpact of crop failure resulting
frominadequate water supplies. Presenting the cost associated
with the loss of irrigation lands sinply shows that this
alternative is not really feasibility.

If damrenoval is a feasible alternative, then dam
renoval and a reliable supply of irrigation water cannot be
nmutual ly exclusive. | would like to know what anal ysis the
Corps has conpl eted on hydrol ogy. Has the Corps assuned t hat
flows during dry periods will be augnented by drawdowns from
Dwor shak reservoir?

| have here sone other information on econon c anal ysis,

but I won't go into it because nmy tine will probably be up
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before I got through it.

One coul d make quite a good argunent that the costs for
the water withdrawal nodifications are nore econonical than the
status quo expenditures that have yet to yield nmeasurable
benefit.

My point here is that the econonmic analysis sinply | ooks
at punp nodifications or changing | and val ues associated with
| oss of water, but nothing in between these two extrenes.
Therefore, in ny opinion, the cost analysis and eval uati on do
not represent a conplete alternative for breaching the dans.

This concludes ny conments on that area. | oppose the
breachi ng of dans because of the inpact the dam breaching will
have on those of us who rely on your present infrastructure for
our livelihood. This entire region's economc base is built
upon a system-- river system

The economic ripples of damrenoval have not been fully
captured by your econom c analysis. No comeback of the sal non
wi || happen until npther nature changes her ways with respect
to the ocean conditions.

And another disparity is the manner in which these
species are treated. Wth npst endangered species, the taking
of the species is strictly prohibited. The recovery of sal non
is considered a strict prohibition of taking prior
consi deration of habitat preservation. And is this harsh?

Yes, it is, but it's no nore harsh than what's going to happen
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to the people in this area who have to nake changes to their
life-style. Thank you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you. Frank Bruneel and then Senator
Bob CGeddes and Dan Mader is next. Go ahead.

MR, BRUNEEL: My nane is Frank Bruneel. GCeneral, |I'm
al ready scared. |'ma local resident, an lIdaho State
Representative fromDistrict 6 of Lew ston.

This issue is so inportant to all of Idaho that the
| eadership of both the House and Senate have nmade an effort to
be in attendance at this session and the early one. Senator
Bob Geddes, Pro-Tem of the |Idaho Senate, living in the
sout heast part of the state, along with Speaker of the House
Bruce Newconb have nade the effort to present testinony today
to represent the inportance of maintaining these dans for the
wel | -being of all |daho.

I"'mhere to testify on behalf of the quality of
soci oeconomni ¢ and environnental quality of life that I, ny
fam ly, and the 35,000 constituents | represent enjoy.

Having lived in this Valley for 35 years and operated a
smal | business, | strenuously oppose renoval or breaching of
our | ower Snake River dans. CQur economy and life-style are
bei ng threatened and endangered. Not because there's any sound
bi ol ogi cal or scientific data that supports the all eged inpact
on mgratory fish, but because dams are an easy sitting

target.
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| submit that fromny District we want the sanme scrutiny
that is being focused on these dans for sal non recovery or fish
recovery to be applied to all of the other factors inpacting
sal mon such as oceanic conditions, ocean harvest, Colunbia and
down river harvest, terns and sea lions.

As a pilot | can tell you that if | have an engi ne
failure because one fuel tank appears to be enpty, nost |ikely
I will certainly check the other fuel cells for fuel before
t hi nk about bailing out.

| urge you: don't bail out on us. Examne all the other
alternatives before considering such a disastrous course as dam
breaching or renoval. It's irresponsible and being pronoted by
t hose who have no real dog in this fight.

We care about sal non, fish, and our environnent, but they
are no nore valuable to us than our jobs, econony, fanmlies,
and life-style. We live in fear fromthe influence of those
that live far away fromus and drive policies that are and can
have devastating inpacts on our Valley, area, and our state.

This is our backyard where we |live, work, and recreate.
W are willing as locals to bare the responsibilities of our
actions and ask others downstreamto participate with us. It's
i nconcei vable to trash the years of planning work that have
gone into this systemthat we now enjoy. It's just irrationa
and insane in ny opinion.

| urge evaluating the |ocal testinony given and wei ghi ng
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heavi |l y agai nst that testinony that cones from outsi ders whose
lives will not be traumatized by damrenoval. Regionally we
have willingly subnmtted to and supported |ocal efforts to aid
restoration efforts by conplying with restricted fishing
seasons, regulated license limts, in addition to the countless
hours of private and busi ness donated dollars bei ng donated and
extended in habitat hatchery projects.

| ask the same effort and expenditures be put forth that
have been put forth by our Iocal community, workers, and
i ndustry be matched by those downstream before you consi der
pulling the plug on our jobs, economy, and life-style. Thank
you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Frank. By the way, for those of
you who -- please hold your applause. Thank you. Let nme tel
you what that's about. Obviously | couldn't allow booing to
happen because that woul d establish an atnosphere of

intimdation, and so it just seens fair to me that | also

cannot have a lot of clapping going on. It's one -- the sane
thing, just a different nessage. So, | just ask you to pl ease
abi de by the ground rules and hold your applause. |If you agree
with someone, you'll get a chance to say so in your testinony.

And | also want to say for those of you who are speaking
very quickly to get your testinmony in under three mnutes, if
you do have it in witing and can give it to the court

reporter, then she can nmake sure she didn't mss sonething as
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you went really fast. Senator Geddes, go ahead.

SENATOR CGEDDES: Thank you. M nanme is Robert L

Geddes. | amthe President Pro-Tem of the Idaho State Senate,
and | amalso a licensed professional geologist. | worked as
an environnmental engineer, and | lived in Southeast |daho near

one of the headwater streanms of the Snake River.

I have had significant experience and invol vement worKking
on renedi ation projects. One prem se that | have al ways
strived for is a scientific concept that is, or at |east should
be, parampunt as a solution to this issue as devel oped. That
premi se is, do nore good than harm

In June of 1976 a |arge damin Eastern |daho was
breached. This was not planned or an intentional act, but
rat her an accident caused by unstabl e geologic structure and an
i nadequate design. This was the Teton dam or perhaps you have
heard of it.

Now over 20 years |ater chronic high sedinment |evels and
excessive spring sedinment flush still is occurring. The Teton
dam was very new when the damfailed, and only a snmall anount
of sedi nent had been accunul ated behind this structure. To
this date, rainfall and snowrelt events continue to | oad
significant |evels of sedinent into the Teton River water

Only tine can heal this condition. Gbviously, the
fishery, both above and bel ow the dam have been inpacted as a

result of the unintended consequences from the breaching of the
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Tet on dam

This is a real science nodel that can be conparable to
what will occur if any of the | ower Snake River dans are
breached. Years and decades of sedi nent had accunul ated behind
these structures. Suspended sedinents resulting from dam
breachi ng obviously will have an adverse effect on all aquatic
organi sns present in the river system

How critical is the suspended sedinent to any fish living
and nmigrating through the river systenf? The sedi nent | oading
in the spring and during the winter stormevents will produce
i ncrease sedi nentation for weeks at a tine. Any sal non exposed
during those tines will be at great risk.

The inpact of the mllions of cubic yards of sedinent
that will be released for years will cause severe adverse
i mpacts to every class of salnon. Existing reports have even
stated that the anopunt of sedinents held behind the dans have
been grossly underestimated, even as much as 70 percent.

If nodels that have been devel oped are not accurate and
founded on scientifically reliable data, they provide little
val ue to project the consequences and long-termeffects from an
ill-advised dam breaching effort.

Based on the information under the reports that | have
revi ewed, the science is not conclusive, and this proposed fix
to the salnon issue will only further jeopardize the efforts of

a stable and heal thy sal non popul ation.
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Remenber, any and all efforts nust do nore good than
harm These dans nust not be breached. Thank you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Bob. Dan Mader and then Col den
Li nf ord.

MR, MADER: Good evening. M nane is Dan Mader, and | am
a State Representative fromthe Lewi ston District 6 area just
across the river. | want to thank you for the opportunity to
coment tonight, and I want to begin ny comments by thanking
you, the Corps in particular, for bringing us and building a
dam system or a system of dans that has brought us many, nany
benefits for many years.

We have additional recreation today. W have an inproved
warm water fishery. W have a transportation systemthat is
quiet. It's efficient. 1It's environnentally clean. W have
| ow cost power, and because of all of these things we have an
econony that is conpetitive as a result.

I think we would all adnmit that early in the life of this
systemthere were sone things that were done that were harnfu
to the fish because of our |ack of know edge. There were high
di ssol ved gas levels. W didn't have flip whips on the dam

There was a nonexi stent and then an ineffective
transportation system There were no intake screen and
di version systens in those days, and the list could go on. But
today it is a nuch, nuch different situation. W have nade

huge i nmprovenents in the systemin the |last 20 years.
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The operations today we find give us nuch | ower dissolved
gas levels, turbine intake screens and diversion systens that
are now in their third generation and a vastly inproved
transportation system And now, as a result of all of that
wor k, noney, and investnent we find that the survival of the
smolt outgoing is nuch, much higher than we were originally
tol d.

The |l ast few years of our own science says that surviva
is between 50 and 60 percent and sonetinmes as high as 70, and
that, on average, is as high as natural river conditions.

VWhat do we do now? There's a |lot nore that we can do.
There are, at a mininmum we can replace gill nets if they are
not bought out, we can replace themw th ones that are nuch
nore selective and let listed fish pass.

We are inplenmenting the Clean Water Act and the TMBL

process in Idaho which will be very costly to communities, but
it will inprove water quality. W have nany nore bypass and
di version systenms that will benefit the system

In ldaho just two weeks ago we heard about new i nproved
technol ogy for fish guiding systens that has trenendous
prom se. W have hatchery boxed technol ogies with an agreenent
between the tribal fishery managers and our own departnment of
Fish and Gane in Idaho to rebuild runs on streans that are very
[ ow i n nunbers.

In conclusion, we cannot bring back these fish by sinply
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breaching the dans. | want to thank you for not choosing a dam
breaching alternative. Dam breaching and flow augnentation are
not the right alternatives. W built a good system W spent
20 years inproving it, and now we need to finish the job and
bring back the fish. W can do that.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Dan.

MR, MADER: Thank you.

M5. COLLIS: Golden Linford, M. Watt and Barb Fry.

MR, LINFORD: Thank you, panel, for this opportunity to
address you. M nanme is Golden Linford. | live in Rexburg,
| daho, on the other side of the state, Southeastern |daho.
am a State Representative in the |Idaho Legislature and Chairman
of the House Resource and Conservation Committee.

| believe | can say with accuracy that it was al npst
unani nous opi nion of the Legislature of the State of |daho that
the dans -- the proposals to breach the danms and also to
rel ease additional |daho water for flow augnmentati on not be
i npl ement ed.

We believe that the support and science for either of
these concepts is not the sole renedy. However, ny prinmary
point that | would Iike to make this evening is to report, that
is a resident of Eastern Idaho, that | join with those of you
here and that | represent an area of the state that nobst think
woul d not have a dog in this fight. However, we do. And we,

even though it mght be assuned that we haven't because we are
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not here, | also live on the banks of the Henry's Ford of the
Snake River.

And our interest, perhaps, is a little different than
this issue. |In Eastern |Idaho we believe that the hydroelectric
systemis inportant to our survival as well as it is to many of
the other places in the state. Over the years Eastern |daho
resi dents have, through Congressional action, have shared in
the benefits of the hydroel ectric system of the Snake and
Col unmbi a River.

That is being changed now, and we are going to receive

| ess of that hydroelectric benefit, but we want to nake sure

that these dans renmain in place because there will be,
according to reports, there will be a shortage of power in the
next few years. And that will change the reliability and

accessibility of power of inexpensive power, and so we want to
add our voice to those of you here who are opposed to the
breachi ng of the dans and to rempving a najor inportant
conponent in the production of electric power. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, CGolden. M. Watt and then Barb
Fry.

MR. WYATT: Thank you, Cathryn. Menbers of the panel, ny
nane is M. Watt. [|I'mfrom Boise, Idaho. |'mhere tonight to
represent ldaho State Controller, J.D. Wlliams. J.D. WIllians
could not be here tonight; however, wanted nme to deliver to you

a position paper that I will not, rather than read tonight,
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take up other people's time, | will deliver to

you.

In addition to the comments that are included here, J.

would Iike to very strongly state that he's opposed to dam

breachi ng, inexcessive use of |Idaho water, and any resolution

to this situation.

In addition to that, | would like to reiterate a | ot of

what Senator Geddes said in terns of that there is no proven

technol ogy i n dam breachi ng because it's never
before. The closest thing that we have had to
the Teton dam and 20 years after the disaster
after the disaster, it's still a problem The
still going into the stream There's hundreds
cubic yards of sedinents that will go down the

breaching is taken into account.

been done

dam breaching is

-- 24 years

sedi nents are

of mllions of

river

i f dam

Wy is this inportant? Even for those people who

consider fish nmore inportant than working famlies,

t hi nk

t hose people have to look at the holistic inpact to the

environnment in terms of not only the I oss of habitat that wll

be where the reservoir was, but also the | oss of habitat that's

created by the farns that use the water for irrigation.

And they'll also have to | ook at the |oss of habitat or

the risk of the habitat by the replacenent of that

hydr ol ogi ca

electricity. It will have to be replaced eventually by gas,

coal, or nuclear.

So, with that in mnd I'll subnmit these comments to you.

Page 164



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Controller WIlianms could not avoid not being here tonight, but

he did send nme here to listen to you. | appreciate the input
fromthe panel, and I'll be listening to the other coments.
Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you. Barbara Fry, Susan Fagan and
then David Dorensfeld.

MS. FRY: Good evening. By nanme is Barbara Fry. I'ma
Nez Perce County Treasurer, and as treasurer | know the anount
of nmoney needed just to operate in Nez Perce County. This
revenue is derived fromthe value of each business, farm and
resident in Nez Perce County.

If the dams were to be renoved all the port facilities
woul d probably becone vacant and probably require nmaintenance
or worse, demolition at county expense. Each farm would be
deval ued due to added shi ppi ng costs, businesses and houses
woul d be deval ued al so. When this occurs, jobs would al so be
| ost and wages reduced on the remaining jobs to compensate for
hi gher shipping costs. The end result being a devastated
community payi ng higher taxes and the possibility of still no
sal mon. So breaching is not the answer. Thank you for the
opportunity.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Barbara. Susan Fagan, David
Dorensfeld then Mark Benson.

MS. FAGAN. | thank you. |It's been a long wait, but I'm

glad to be here and have an opportunity to speak. | am
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speaki ng toni ght on behalf of my enployers, Ed and Mary
Switzer. Ed and Mary -- and |'m speaking for them-- our nanes
are Ed and Mary Switzer. We live in Pullpmn, Washington

In 1982 we founded Switzer Engi neering Laboratories in
t he basenent of our honme. W had one enployee. Today SEL has
over 440 enpl oyees. The conpany serves el ectric power
utilities and industrial conpanies worldw de through the
desi gn, manufacture and supply of protected relays. Safe
operation of electric power systenms depend on our products and
servi ces.

Over 300 utilities and 62 countries on 6 continents use
SEL relays. They protect nmillions of industrial, comrercial
and residential consumers of electric power. To say that we
know and understand the inportance of reliable electrica
service in our daily lives is an understatement. W are proud
of our contribution to science and the practical application of
our inventions. They continue to inprove the quality of life
for mllions of people around the world by making electric
power safer, nore reliable, and nore econonical.

It is our belief that any discussion of destroying the
four | ower Snake River damis premature at best. The Phase
Report from the Northwest Power Planning Council staff states
that over each of the next five years if no additiona
resources are added to the system the probability of being

unable to fully serve the load; in other words, the demands for
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electricity, during winter nonths is relatively high reaching
24 percent in 2003. This is a one in four chance that outages
of some kind could occur

In good consci ence our federal agencies cannot risk the
| oss of the power these dams generate. Hydroelectric power is
a renewabl e resource. It's clean. It's safe, and we are not
going to replace it with solar panels or windmlls. That can't
be done at any cost. Unless we forget those who have come to
depend on us, the people at the end of the line. They expect
to turn on their light switch or run their washi ng machi ne or
plug in their vaporizer to help a sick child or turn on their
conputer, what do we tell these people?

That in our infinite wisdomin early 2000 we thought it
woul d be a nifty idea to destroy dans to save fish without
clear, scientific proof that it would successfully bring fish
back? W are not willing to risk that.

The power systemin the United States is already under
great stress due to deregul ation. Between June 7th and August
12th |l ast year significant electric power outages and ot her
di sturbances occurred in the Mdwest and the Eastern seaboard.
You saw the footage on the news each night. People were dying
fromthe heat. Power systens unable to keep up with demand

MS. COLLIS: | need to wap up, please.

MS. FAGAN. | will do that. So the Departnent of Energy

has sought to figure out why that happened and not nmake it

Page 167



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

happen again. And we are here tal ki ng about taking out sources
of power. So, the Switzers ask that dam breachi ng be taken
conpletely off the table. And they said, we believe that our
government nust do a better job of solving this problem W

pl edge to work along side reasonable, thoughtful people to find
a better solution.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Susan. David Dorensfeld and then
Mar k Benson and then Stan Genoway.

MR. DORENSFELD: Good evening. M nane is David
Dorensfeld. As manager of the Port of Lewiston | would like to
wel come you to ground zero of the sal non recovery. W
appreci ate the opportunity to provide comments on the draft EIS
and All-H Paper. These reports will determne the future of
our fish runs and our econony.

First of all, we inplore you to hold a second round of
hearings in Lew ston. Thousands of people have been | ocked out
of this building. These are the people, the fanmlies, that
will be nost affected by this issue. Please provide themthe
opportunity to be heard.

General, |I'mdisturbed by today's hearings fairly
representing public opinion. The deck was unfairly stacked

this afternoon favoring pro-breachi ng advocates. Please check

the afternoon sign-up sheet, and you will find one person's
handwriting signing in six people. They are all in a row
That's pretty easy to do. | don't know how many tinmes this
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happened, but pro-breachi ng advocates should be enbarrassed by
t hese acti ons.

The Port of Lewi ston is opposed to Alternative 4, the
destruction of the four |ower Snake River dans. W are also
opposed to the use of Idaho water for flow augnentation
purposes. Flow augnentation has never been proven to have any
nmerital benefit to salnmon. Additionally, there has not been a
scientific case nade that destroying dans will help recover
fish runs as conpared to the current program

Smolt survival through the | ower Snake is now the sane as
it was before the danms were built. 95 percent of snolts
survi ved passage through the Snake River dans. 98 percent of
transported snolts survive the trip to the ocean

The increnmental benefits of dam breachi ng cannot be
bi ol ogi cally or econonmically supported. Fish versus damoffers
the region a false choice. Everyone here tonight supports fish
recovery; however, not at any cost. Not at the cost of
destroying famly farms, not at the cost of destroying the
econony of this community and the region

We support an All-H approach to fish recovery. Recovery
efforts nmust address continued progress of inproving surviva
t hrough the dans and reservoirs, such as surface collectors and
gui dance nethods. |nprovenents of sal non and steel head
transportation nethods. |Inprove the quality of hatchery

salmon. Elimnate m xed stock harvest practices and dot
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sel ected harvest practices. Develop watershed based incentive
progranms for | andowners. Reduce snolt predation.

Focusi ng on any one recovery measure wll be
unsuccessful. As nuch as sone would like to believe that a
silver bullet solution which everyone knows that there is not a
single source of fish nortality. The absurdity of tearing out
dans to see if 50 years later it mght help fish is a radica
experiment which cannot be scientifically supported.

Qur challenge to the federal agencies is to inplenent an
All -H recovery effort and work towards a coordi nated,
conprehensive and scientifically based recovery plan. Thank
you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you. Mark Benson, Stan Genoway and
t hen Paul Yochum on deck. Thanks. Go ahead, Mark.

MR, BENSON: M nane is Mark Benson. | would like to
first thank our elected officials for their leadership in this
matter. | ama resident of Lewiston. | love this place. [I'm
here on nmy own behalf, as well as behalf of nmy famly.

| am opposed to dam breaching. | am opposed to fl ow
augnentation from other Idaho reservoirs. | wll not spend a
ot of time revisiting the reasons why breaching is clearly not
the right answer to save fish, except for to say, as you said
General , the science is not in.

Breaching is the nost extrenme alternative of severa

before us now. It is premature to consider breaching the dans
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at this tinme.

Now t hat | have used the word breach, |let ne conment on
what it neans. You either have dams or you don't. There is no
partial about it. If you are hoping that using the word breach
softens the stark reality of destroying the dans forever, then
shame on you.

Many here in Idaho don't appreciate the Federal agencies
consi dering renmoval of the |ower Snake River dans and/or the
call upon Idaho's water as a solution to save salnon. |It's far
too easy for bureaucrats in Portland, Seattle, and Washi ngton
D.C. to look for silver bullet solutions in | ess popul ated
regions |ike Idaho.

There are no silver bullets, and the people of this
community and this state should not stand for their livelihoods
and quality of life being sacrificed for the political gain of
admi nistration who is out of touch with the people of this
regi on.

| realize there has been discussion of mtigation for
| awsuits associated with decision to renpve the danms. Please
take your promise of mitigation to people who don't live here
in the west. Let me renmi nd you, though, of sonme promn ses nade
by the Federal Governnent not so very long ago. You, the
Federal Governnent, prom sed us if we supported building the
dans, you would help us put themto use. You promsed if we

woul d help with irrigation, you would hel p us succeed.
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You did what you prom sed, and we held up our end of the
bargain, too. W now have an econony that is held together by
this great system of navigational water supply.

Now you come here to our Valley to tell us that maybe you
changed your mnd. Mybe the dans should come out. Maybe that
will help the fish. But you are not sure. There is sinply no
evidence that this systemis the sole or even prinmary reason
for sal non decline.

I amhere to say it's not okay to ask us to bet the farm
on your uncertainty. Please deliver to us a bal anced,
wel | -reasoned plan to help recover the fish. One that needs
your investnments in place and our economy and quality of life
intact. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Mark. Stan Genoway, Paul Yochum
and on deck is Dave \Wal ey.

MR, GENOWAY: My nane is Stan Genoway. |'mthe President
of Pace International Union Local 8-608. | want to go on

record as opposing the breaching of the four | ower Snake River

dans. This issue isn't just about fish, dans, and labor. It's
about people, famlies. Families that will be devastated by
the economi c inpact breaching will have on their lives. The

smal | family farmer may cease to exist.
They are already greatly inpacted by the depressed grain
prices. Increased shipping costs and possible shortage of

water will nost likely put them out of business. The sane is
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true for the hundreds that will lose their jobs, and they wll
no | onger be able to haul products and goods using the
wat er ways.

| personally wouldn't be able to | ook at myself in the
mrror knowi ng that nmy signature nmay cause nmany to |lose their
homes, the fanmily farm and spend their children's college fund
trying to survive. Under that sort of econom c distress, we
can only be sure that the fanilies will be torn apart and not
guarantee the return of sal non.

I would ask those who propose breaching, is that the only
solution? Wuld you want it to be your famly that suffers --
Great -- the turnmoil and uncertainty of your future under that
solution? If it doesn't work, are you going to say, oops,
sorry, to those fanmlies you so severely inpacted?

Breaching is not a silver bullet. W need to find good
mul ti purpose prong and approach based on conplete and sound
scientific research.

| believe we can have fish, jobs, a strong econony if we
work together to find real solutions that will benefit us all
Thank you for letting me comrent.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Stan. Paul Yochum Dave Whal ey,
and on deck is Karl Knoll

MR, YOCHUM  Paul Yochum | represent nyself and anybody
else in this Valley that believes the way | do. | want to go

on record as being opposed to any dam breachi ng what soever. |
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supported these dans when they went in, and | have had
relatives and friends that worked on them And | seen people
die working on them | think it's stupid and ridiculous to
even think about taking them out

There is no guarantee that the fish are automatically

going to cone back just by taking out these danms. | have lived
inthis area all ny life. 1've driven the Colunmbia River |ong
even before there was ever a dam except The Dalles -- the
Bonnevill e dam down there. | seen the Celilo Falls before they

were ever flooded. And the fish fought dearly to get up over
those Celilo Falls, and believe nme, | seen nany of them fal
back down the streamtrying to migrate up over themfalls. And
yet, the Native American |Indians stood their and netted them at
this point. Big challenge. You bet.

All The Dalles Damdid is conme along and neke the fish an
easi er passage over those rough course in the Colunbia River.
Okay. Now, long before -- and I"'mtelling you fromny history
of living inthis area all ny life, okay -- long before ever a
dam was put on the Snake River system the fish and the sal non
were declining. The fish were dropping, okay. Long before any
dam was pl aced on the Snake River. Okay.

So, why are we com ng back now and sayi ng, we got to take
out these dams because that will automatically bring the fish
back. Bull! It's never going to happen, okay. W got to work

together to cone to another solution.
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I was also glad to see the General touch on the fact that
the amount of the electrical energy that's going to be lost if
these dans are taken out. | have been an electrician all ny
adult life. | have sonme idea of what this is going to do to
the economy of the Northwest, okay.

Let's break that down. How many of you really know what
megawatts are? Very fewin this roomdo. Okay. | have done

sonme checking in. These dans produce enough el ectrical energy

to supply approximately two million hones a year. OCkay. Two
mllion homes. That's like taking the State of |daho four
times. |Is that a significant anount of energy or is it not?

I don't know where sone of these people cone up with
their notions that that's not a significant amunt. It is.
Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Paul. Dave Waley, Karl Knoll
and on deck is Len Ross.

MR. VWHALEY: Thank you, General, and the panelist for
allowing me to speak here today. M nanme is Dave Whaley. [|'m
the Idaho State AFL-ClI O President. W have approxi mately
42,000 menbers in the State of Idaho. | can tell you that
these jobs that you are tal king about in replacenents and | oss
are jobs that pay well and pay benefits. Jobs you want to
replace themwith, in the tourism only few people make those
type of wages. Mdst make m ni mum wage or bel ow.

|'ve got a Resolution that was passed in '98 by the Labor
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Movement here in the State of Idaho that |'mgoing to read to
you: \Whereas, the soci oecononical value of |ost jobs, tax
dol l ars, property values, decreased industry contributions to

| ocal economies, recreational |oss, increased utility costs,

| oss of affordable transportation, and associ ated jobs have not
been adequately addressed. And, whereas, there are nmany
factors in the fish decline besides hydro danms. And, whereas,
-- let ne find the other one -- whereas, dam breaching wll
have an adverse effect on jobs and communities in |Idaho.

The 40th annual convention of the Idaho State AFL seeks
the support of the environnmental community of the Nationa
AFL-CI O, and that the del egates support the proposal that would
restore sal non and steel head runs, provided, they do not have
an adverse effect on current, future jobs and comunity
structures.

Those are all the things that have to happen. And there
is a Resolution here that | don't hear very often, and
sol ution, you are asking for solutions, here's a solution:
Let's go out to that ocean. Stop the fishing. Let's come up
that Colunmbia. Stop the fishing. Stop the netting, and we'l
stop the sports fishing. Stop it all. Stop it for ten years
because that's what is an endangered species. Let's see what
happens there.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Dave. Karl Knoll, Len Ross, and

Ji m Baker on deck
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MR, KNOLL: Okay. I'mKarl Knoll. | was born and raised
right here in the Valley, in the Lew ston/Cl arkston Valley, up
here before the danms were put in and enjoyed all the wild
wat ers when they ran

First of all | got to say | thank the people because
appreciate the intent observation that you people are paying
attention when the other people are talking. Don't see this

very often in this Valley, and | really appreciate it.

Anyway, | don't have too nmuch -- | don't have anything to
say about statistics because pretty well gone through. | do
agree with what's been said. | have to explain a little bit.

Before the dans came on the Colunbia River | was part of the
rural area. | saw when the electricity cane in. The farners
and everything in the outlying districts were real proud
because they finally had a pole planted in their farmyard and
have one light up in the one roomin the house before they
wired for the rest of it.

Each spring -- | should have wote this down, but bear
with ne. I'man old man -- each spring without the dans up
river and everything, we used to have a flushing field that
went through and flushed our river banks and cl eaned things up
pretty well each spring for several weeks.

And we won't have that any |longer. You take out our four
| oner danms and we'll have sedinment there. |In the springtinme we

won't have the flushing areas because of the dans up river.
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And this will be real critical

If any of you were around when we had the drawdown and
seen how bad that was at that period of time, and you try to
wal k across that. W had the drawdown for six weeks, and try
to wal k across that to the river's edge, you sink up to your
knees alnmpost in the silt. And we just don't want to see that
happen here.

| was here before the danms cane. | remenber the
opposition to it. | wasn't too old at the time, but | remenber
ny father protesting the com ng of the dans because they |iked
the wild rivers. And we got told, M. Knoll, don't worry about
that. Says, we are here to provide jobs. W are the econony
and these danms will provide jobs and will give you a better way
of life too. Gve you slack water, recreation |ike you've
never seen it before, and so we got the dans.

But he said, but ny fishing, | enjoy what fishing we
have. And they said, don't worry about that, M. Knolls.
We' |l put hatcheries in. W wll give you fish. This has cone
about we do have fish, but now it cones down to people aren't
satisfied with the fish that we have. Now it has to come down
to a special species. Conmes down to it has to be a wild fish
now. And these people, if you took the wild fish and the
hat chery fish and you laid it on a plate side by side, they
woul dn't be able to tell a difference if that fin wasn't

m ssing, see. So | don't know.
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I' m opposed to breaching the dans. Let's keep what we
got. Let's make what we have work. That's all | have. Thank
you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Karl. Len Ross, Jim Baker, and
Ji m Br adf or d.

MR, ROSS: MW nane is Len Ross, and |I'm from C ar kst on.
My famly is supported by tinmber dollars, and | eat bread.
First 1 want to thank the dedi cated biologists fromthe U S.
Fish and Wldlife, Idaho Fish and Gane, Oregon Fish and
W ldlife, Washington Fish and Wldlife, and the Col unbia River
Inter-Tribal Fishing Conmi ssion. W thout their professiona
diligence in the past team the Federal Caucus m ght have us
here today conmenting on new sal non recovery dans upstream on
t he Snake River.

Since the hydro systemis so banana now and
transportati on noves snolts better than a natural river, let's
collect the little critters further upstream so we can barge
them | onger di stances and save nore.

| also want to thank the Nez Perce Tribe for clainmng
their rights today with honor. Their efforts will make this a
better place for all of us.

I won't comment on the birth of the sal non and the
steel head. Ohers will do that better than |I. But | have a
five-year-old son, and | want my son to fly hook a wild Snake

Ri ver steel head, and be awed by the strength of that
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magni fi cent creature.

Now I want himto see salnon thrash their procreation
dance in the South Fork Salnmon or in Naha Rivers. And | want
for himthe opportunity to grow up and live in the Northwest,
with an econony sound environnent. All of these things won't
be possible if the salnmon are allowed to go extinct.

The quality of life and economc ranmifications for this
region fromextinction are potentially extrenme. The science
supports breaching the four | ower dans as a necessary step to
recover these fish, and | support this action

I don't think that us northwesterns who are benefitting
fromthe conditions which have bought these fish to this point
shoul d be cast adrift when the danms are breached.

Mtigation to nake effective citizens whole is necessary,
and in ny opinion, justified. | do think it is tinme for all of
us who benefit from cheap power and conmodity freight rates to
pony up and stop the unfounded doonsday predictions, especially

the politicians.

When the dans are breached, Potlatch will not shut down.
The Pal ouse will not go back to nature, but this Valley can
nmove into the 21 century. |If the dans aren't breached, the

potential for ponying neasurers that we saw at the 40 heari ngs
will kick in. Then economies fromPocatello to Kodiak will be
hit very hard.

For the sal non and the econony, breach the four | ower
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Snake River dans soon. Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Len. Jim Baker and Ji m Bradford
and on deck is Martin Anderson

MR. BAKER: Good evening. M nane -- for the record ny
name is JimBaker. | ama resident of Whitnman County,

Washi ngton. | amthe Northwest Sal non Canpai gn Coordi nator for
the Sierra Club, and tonight |'m speaking on behal f of our
35,000 nenbers in the Pacific Northwest and our nore than

600, 000 nenbers across the nation

In all of the thousands of pages in these docunents you,
the Federal Agencies, did not answer the three nost inportant
guestions. One, what do the fish really need? Two, what are
our | egal obligations under |aw and treaty? Three, how do we
make sal non recovery work for the fish and people?

As Federal Agencies you should have answered these
questions first and forenpst. You did not. Sone here today
claimthat we can have dans and sal non. W cannot, according
to the vast mpjority of biologists. And three out of four
alternatives in the Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent, the
Corps relies upon juvenile fish barging. Affirm ng the belief
that the program works. It does not, according to a multiple
nunber of independent scientific peer reviews.

Sone here today believe it's all the terns, harvest,
ocean conditions, and so forth fall downstream It is not. If

you think so, how do you explain the health and abundance of
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t he Hanford Reach Chi nook which face all of the same killers as
our Snake River fish, except for the four |ower dams? You
cannot .

Wth partial renoval of the four |ower Snake -- will
partial renmoval of the four |ower Snake dans destroy the |oca
econony? It need not and it will not, as |long as our nation
makes i nvestnments, this Clearwater Palouse region where | live
woul d actually have a stronger econony in the 21st century
wi t hout those investnments our econom ¢ outl ook is gl oony,
according to the expert econom st.

Do we conservationalists care nore about fish than
peopl e? W do not. Qur conservationalists are trying to tear
down all the dams, destroy the econony and depopul ate the west?
W are not. It is raising paranoia to say so.

Finally, sone here today believe that if you, the Federa
Agenci es, ignore us |ong enough, and if they bash, bully, and
bad- mout h us hard enough, we conservationists will stop
speaki ng out for the Snake Basin sal non and steel head and for
partial renoval of the four |ower Snake dans.

You dare not. They cannot. And we will not. Thank
you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Jim Please hold your appl ause.
Thank you very nmuch. JimBradford is next and then we go to
Martin Anderson and Bill, | think it is, Sedovy. Go ahead.

MR. BRADFORD: | am Ji m Bradf ord. I live in Lew ston.
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think the question is when, not what we need to do to save

| daho sal non. The overwhel mi ng body of evidence says that
action nost likely to save the salnmon and bring them back in
into a harvestable quantity is to bypass the four | ower Snake
Ri ver dans.

The past studies have said that. The independent
scientific analysis board has said that. The |Idaho Fish and
Game Departnent has said that. United States Fish and Wldlife
Services have said that. Even the National Marine Fisheries
said that. So | think we know what needs to be done. W have
to partially renove the four |ower Snake River dams. That's
the only choice likely to bring the fish back because of
timng.

The tinme line nost often quoted before salnmon are extinct
is 17 to 20 years. That's a terribly short period of tine,
considering the lead tinme required to do the planning and
i mpl enent ati on of breaching once that decision has been nade.

We sinply can't go on studying the possible results of
every concei vabl e opti on other than breaching. W are out of
tine. We have to act soon while there are still some fish.
Thank you very much.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Jim Just be a second here for
us to change paper. We've got Martin Anderson and Bill Sedovy
and then Dave Statler is on deck. Okay. W are ready.

Martin?
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MR, ANDERSON: M nane is Martin Anderson. | have been
involved in agriculture in this area all nmy life. | was raised
on a wheat and cattle ranch about 60 miles north of here. So
know firsthand how critical efficient transportation is to the
ability of farmfamlies to survive and thrive in Idaho and the
entire Pacific Northwest.

Today | work for Cargill Incorporated, one of the |eading
grain marketing and exporting conpanies in the Pacific
Northwest. Qur role is to link local producers to the best
mar ket s around the word. Asia has becone the nost inportant
export market for American farners representing about 40
percent of the total U S. grain and exports.

Qur farmer custonmers in this region are ideally situated
to serve that market, but make no mistake, this is an intensely
conpetitive global market. Over sea buyers don't care, really
care, who produces the wheat and ot her products they buy. They
don't care whether the wheat is produced by farners in |daho,

Al berta, Australia or Argentina. What they do care about is
cost and quality and transportation costs make the difference
bet ween getting the business and standi ng on the sidelines.

Ri ver transportation on the Col unbia, Snake River system
is acritical asset to this region. Renoval of the |ower Snake
Ri ver dans woul d cause severe econonic stress for |daho,

Mont ana, Eastern WAshi ngton and Eastern Oregon farmfanmlies

who rely on efficient barge transportation to deliver their
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products to market.

If this inmportant transportation channel is closed, it
could very well signal the end of the globally conpetitive
agricultural production in this area, forcing many farm
famlies to the heartbreak decision of whether to | eave the
land their famlies have farned for generations.

Unfortunately for lIdaho farmers, there are very few
alternatives. The rail system has been effectively dismantl ed
inthis region, and road transportation is inadequate. Today's
barge transportation saves farners about 25 to 30 cents per
bushel over other nodes of transportation. That may not nean
much to you, but it can mean the difference between profit and
| oss for local farners.

In the global marketplace it will not be possible to pass
on an additional 25 to 30 cents along to the foreign buyers.
Buyers can go el sewhere. So it is our lIdaho farmers who will
bare the economic burden. But even if Idaho farmers could bear
the additional cost, they even face a nore fundanental

chal l enge. W thout barge transportation we don't have adequate

transportation capacity in any other node. It sinply does not
exi st .

Taxpayers will be asked to invest an estimated half a
billion dollars to create the infrastructure needed to replace

the barge system

Let me make our position absolutely clear: Cargil
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favors a valid solution that addresses the need for sal non
recovery, the environnent, farners, conmercial navigation, and
| ocal businesses. W support inproving conditions for safer
fish passage and Alternative 2 which maxim zes barging of
juvenile salnon. W also support downstream and ocean sal non
recovery solutions that address salnon nortality due to
predati on and over fishing.

A proposal to breach the dams is sinply too extrenme. The
cost of this region and farmfanmlies in particular is too high
for a proposal that is unlikely to be a panacea for the
recovery of salnobn. This is not an either or proposition. Qur
choice is not between maintaining a healthy agriculture or a
heal t hy sal non popul ation. W can and we nust strive for
both. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Martin. Bill and then Dave
Statler and then Scott, | think it's Bosse.

MR. SEDOVY: Good evening. M name is Bill Sedovy, and
I'"mthe Executive Director of ldaho Rivers United, a river
conservation group with 1800 nenbers living throughout the
State of Idaho.

We are here toni ght because in the late 1950s the U S.
Government and the people of this region made a grave m stake.
Despite warnings from sportsnmen and scientists, despite the
concerns of Colunbia Basin Indian Tribes, |eaders at the tine,

chose to proceed with construction of four dans on the | ower
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Snake River.

Today the error of that decision is crystal clear. Every
speci es of Snake River sal non and steel head has been |isted
under the federal Endangered Species Act. Snake River coho are
extinct. Annual returns of salnmon to |Idaho have dropped from
over 100,000 fish per year to about 10,000 per year

Snake River sockeye, which once returned to spawning
grounds in the Sawt ooth Muntains by the tens of thousands,
have been reduced to a couple of brood stock popul ati ons
managed by hatchery scientists. This is CPR for species.

Time is running out for Snake River sal non and steel head,
but we still have a chance to save them Wth bold action we
can restore sal non and steel head to the Snake, Sal non, and
Cl earwater Rivers.

On the issue of recovery, the science is clear. Renoving
the four | ower Snake River dans and restoring nore natura
river is our best and perhaps only option. 206 scientists who
wrote President Clinton |last March know that this is true. The
US. Fish and Wldlife Service knows that this is true. The
Arny Corps of Engineers and the National Marine Fisheries
Service knows that this is true. And deep down, | suspect,
many opponents of dam renoval know that this is true

Of course, saving sal non and steel head is not as sinple
as taking out the dans. The science of saving salnmon is

nmuddi ed by human and economc factors. Farnmers of the area are
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afraid that they will |ose access to markets. Irrigators are
afraid that they'll |ose access to water, and industria

shi ppers |ike Potlatch Corporation are afraid that the | oss of
barge transport will affect their ability to conpete.

In closing, saving Snake River sal non and steel head can
best be achi eved by renoving the four | ower Snake River dans.
And to address the fears of the people of this region, the
menbers of ldaho Rivers United believe that as we save the fish
that saved Lewis and Clark, we nust also do everything in our
power for the people of Lew ston and Cl arkston.

And for those fol ks who are here toni ght who don't think
t hat dam renmoval works, | would point themto Edwards Dam which
was breached in July. Already anadronmous runs of straight bass
are returning to that river. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Bill. Dave Statler, Scott Bosse,
and then Frank Carroll

MR. STATLER: Good evening, Panel. M nanme is Dave
Statler. | ama fishery scientist. | reside in Oofino,

Idaho. | think that qualifies as local. And | would like to
say that my comments apply to everything.

In trying to determ ne the nost prudent course of action
to prevent extinction of Snake River sal non and steel head, the
Federal decision nakers have been doing a | ot of ganbling about
risk and uncertainty.

Quantification of risk has been attenpted by conpl ex
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nodel i ng the various what-if scenarios, involving optimstic
and pessinmistic survivalist functions for fish that have been
barged or trucked versus those that have been allowed to

m grate on their own accord and so forth.

The end result of nobst of this nodeling is that if one is
| ooking for a particular answer, you can find the nodel to spit
it out by carefully choosing the assunptions that you put in
it.

Whi |l e the region has been caught up in this never ending
battle of the nodels, critical decisions have not been made.
And the extinction clock has been ticking.

The ultimate direction for decision makers will not come
fromconflicting and conpl exed bl ack box nodels that they
poorly understand. The answer nust cone from basic biologic
principals and commpn sense.

Basi ¢ bi ol ogi cal principal that applies to the | ower
Snake configurations decision is that native species persi st
and thrive in an environment under which they have adapted and
evol ved.

In view of this basic principal, it is not surprising
that the i ndependent scientific group concluded in its 1996
return to the river document that salnon need a nore natura
river to survive

In summary, basic biologic principals lead to the

conclusion that a | ower Snake River return to a free-fl ow ng
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environnent offers the |least risk, best chance option for
recovering and restoring native Snake River sal non and

steel head. The greatest risk is indecision. If extinction is,
in fact, not an option, the tinme to act is now. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you Dave. Scott, go ahead and then
after Scott is Frank Carroll and then Chuck Poesheski. Thank
you.

MR. BOSSE: Thank you. M nane is Scott Bosse. | ama
bi ol ogi st for Idaho Rivers United. For over the past decade
|'"ve also been a sport fishing guide. 1've been a commercia
sal mon fisherman in Alaska, and |'ve worked professionally as a
fishery biologist in Idaho, Washington, and Oregon.

Your job is certainly not easy. |It's not easy for any of
us. But | think sone things are pretty clear, and they are
pretty clear objectives that | see. First of all, we have to
do sonething that's going to get sal non and steel head back to
fishable |l evels as we were prom sed 30 years ago when the dans
were built. W don't need to just avoid extinction. W need
to get fish back to fishable |evels.

We need to conply with |aws and treaties that we nmde
with the American people; that we nade with the Native American
Tribes a century and hal f ago.

As we have seen today fromall sides, | think we need to
attend to the needs of people. And people nean Potl atch

enpl oyees, Pal ouse farners, Tribal nmenbers of the Nez Perce
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Tribe, commercial fishermen, steel head guides from Ri ggins.
There are a | ot of people from Al aska to Eastern |daho that
will be affected by the decisions that you meke.

For 30 years as a region we had a dreamthat we could
have both fish and dans. We've spent billions of dollars, by
some estinmates over three billion dollars, trying virtually
everyt hing possible to achieve that dream

We put fish | adders at the dans. We put juvenile bypass
systens at the dans. W' ve put screens over the turbines. W
took the fish out of the river because it was so deadly. W
put themin barges and trucks and transported them around the
dans. We built hatcheries. W cut harvest to the bone. But
over that 30 years these fish runs have declined by 90
percent. That's not refutable. The runs have declined by 90
percent at the very sanme tinme that harvest has been cut by 90
percent.

Returning salnon to the Snake River can be conpared to
rebuilding an old truck, | think. W can spend all our tine,
energy, and nmoney focusing on the little things: The hood
ornanment, the rearview mirror, the hubcaps, but if we don't
rebuild that engine that car is never going to run

The Snake River is the engine for Snake River salmon. |If
we continue to focus on the little things: the Caspian terns,
fish friendly turbines, cutting what |ittle harvest renains,

that car is not going to run. W got to fix the engine, and
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it's tinme to pop the hood.

Now i s there 100 percent certainty that if we do that we
are going to get our fish back? O course not. There is not.
Sci ence doesn't deal with certainty. Science deals with
probability. |If you ask me right nowif | could guarantee you
with 100 percent certainty that if when you | eave this building
toni ght you won't be struck dead by lightening, | cannot assure
you with 100 percent certainty. But if you spend the rest of
your life in this building because you're afraid of that
lightening, that's not a rational decision. Let's get on with
the decision. Breach these dans. Get these fish back

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Scott. Frank Carroll. Please
hol d your applause. Thanks. Frank Carroll and then Chuck

MR, CARROLL: |I'mgrateful tonight to speak for Mary Dye
who is a Ponmeroy farmer. Nature is neither just nor
conpassi onate. Justice and conpassion are uni quely human and
between the two lies the salvation of fish and comunity.

The fate of a fish should not depend upon the vagaries of
a cruel and often unpredictable natural path. As stewards, we
woul d be negligent.

Qur comunity, with our entire future weighed in the
bal ance, begs you to | ook with both justice and compassion

Qur history is rich in communion with this vast deep
prairie and our souls have devel oped the austere tenacity that

shapes the fabric of our tightly woven culture.
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The solution to rebuilding a | arger nunber of fish cannot
turn back the hands of time to a tine before human hands broke
the sod covered | oess and discovered its rich secrets.
Communities of honest, sinple people have committed generations
to the stewarding of this fragile, precious land, and all of
soci ety has benefitted, fromthe poorest in Pakistan to the
ri chest in Japan.

It is the dry land farmers with their unique stewardship
ethic that recogni zed the best hope for the fish is to nurture
the rural culture that the sal non bearing watersheds depend
upon. The weathered hands that care for a danmp sticky newborn
calf in the chill w nds of February understand the care
required to nuture the life of a fragile smolt and will use his
ingenuity to nmake life and survival nost likely.

To cast the die on nature and her cruel ways is to
condemm the fish to an uncertain future. Wile romantic to
think that a pristine environ, untouched by the hands of man to
be the optimum chance for the return, farmers know that wi thout
his vigilance, the sticky new calf nore likely will fall victim
to predation or disease. And so, too, the fish.

We have created a world, a conmunity where human surviva
is not in question. The dams have turned a vast arid desert
into a place where people can provide freely and wealth for
their famlies. The question nowis how we consider the worth

of the human comunity. Does the survival of fish require the
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extinction of the little town of Pomeroy, with its conmunity of
farmers and teachers, nerchants and retirees?

Does the solution require that the farners here be
condemmed to a livelihood based on subsidies to replace a once
efficient infrastructure?

Real ity must speak to the facts: W are well fed, wel
educated, free, and fairly enlightened, and the fish have hope
for survival because people in our society have the health, the
intellect and the luxury of time and noney to care. But it
cannot be done by devastating the communities that have
devel oped to depend upon the same resource. W nust apply the
solution that restores both to viability and vitality. Those
are Mary Dye's words. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Frank. Chuck

MR, POESHESKI: Hi. For the record ny nanme is Chuck
Poesheski. |'m here tonight representing nyself. For the
record tonight | support Alternative 4 of the Al-H Paper dam
breach to save the sal non.

Quite frankly, the years have clouded ny nenory, and
can't quite renmenber the day | first canme out for dam
breaching. | believe it was 1995, and | was with friend Wade
Guel. We were the only ones that night who came out for dam
breachi ng and, needl ess to say, the world has changed since
t hen.

Radi o ads have called this D-Day. | have sonme news for
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you folks, this is not DDay. A day that sone of us |ost
uncl es and maybe sone brothers too, nor does it even closely
resenble ny famly's D-Day when ny uncle |anded on Cki nawa and
a Japanese soldier junmped on his back and he was cut off by a
knife by his friend. This is not D-Day. These people have
D-Day so that we could neet as a civilized society and change
the status quo without war.

We live, it seens, in a mllennial apocalyptic vision
society. Renoving dans is ostensibly going to destroy Lew ston
and our way of life. But building the dans did not build
Lewi ston or Nez Perce County. Nez Perce County had 30, 000
people in 1973, and in 1997 the total cane only to 34, 000.
Taki ng them down will not cause revolution, revolutionary
change either. Not with a bang, but a whi nper the universe of

'98 said. Probably true for the universe. So has been true
for the sal non.

Sal non runs have declined constantly since the dans were
put in in 1961. The dans are the problem and they need to
go.

For the cost of a B-2 Bonber, a plan that is essentially
buried in the ground until that final apocal yptic day or unti
we finally get some sense, we can fix this problem W can
take a step back fromextinction, fromthe brink fromthe fish,
and for ourselves. W can regain a beautiful flow ng river,

and we can do this w thout violent wenching social change.
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My nmessage, in sum is sinple: Save the salnon. Breach
the dans. Mtigate the various econom c | osses and stand in
wonder of the magnificence of a beautiful natural system as
wel |l as the strength of our denocracy. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Chuck. Okay. First, let ne
commend you all for listening respectfully to one another. And
also, | want to personally thank you for adhering to our ground
rules. We are going to take about a ten-m nute break. Wen we
cone back, we are going to have Aaron Penney up and Rich
Ei chstaedt, | think it is, second, and we will be back at
exactly ten after 9:00. We'Ill roll then. So, please, be here,
Aaron. Thanks.

(Recess was then taken at 9:00 p.m)
(Reconvened at 9:15 p.m)

MS. COLLIS: Okay. W are ready to go. |s Aaron at our
mc? Aaron Penney is next up. After Aaron was Rich
Ei chstaedt. Thank you, Rich. | appreciate that. And then
after that we have on deck Stuart, | think it's R-a-s-p-o-r-e
Thank you. Go ahead, Aaron.

MR. PENNEY: Good evening. M nane is Aaron Penney.
ama fishery biologist, a Nez Perce Tribal nenber, and a
fisherman. In Nez Perce ny name is Tah-Hee-Wts Wachunyos
whi ch neans "Rai nbow that cones to you." It is a nane that |
received fromny great grandfather when | was very young. The

nanme bel onged to a relative |long passed, and he was revered as
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a great fisherman.

When | was young ny father used to take ne to Sel way
Falls to fish for steelhead in the winter. | remenber watching
the fish junp one after another. That was back in the
early '70s, over 20 years ago. Today when | return to fish in
the sane rocks ny grandfather used to fish from very rarely
now do you see a single fish junp.

It was this experience in life and that for the |ove of
fishing that pronpted me to becone a fish biologist.

These four nodelists in the | ower Snake River are the
cause of the nortality of 90 percent of the fish that navigate
this body of water. | think they should serve as headstones
for the sal non.

There are several causes that you could nane down river
for their dem se, but | ook at the Hanford Reach Chi nook. They
only have four dams to navigate, and they are doing fine. Yes,
there are the sanme terns, the sane ocean dangers, the sane gil
nets on the river that our Snake Ri ver Chinook have to avoid.
But they have eight danms, not four, and they are |osing.

A local politician in the earlier session nentioned the
drawdown of '92 and nentioned the death of Native fish around
Lewi ston and Cl arkston. Carp, bass, crappie, blue gill,
catfish in the | ower Colunbia walleye shad are not native to
this region. Wth the exception of carp, all others are in

deed predators that were introduced.
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The June hogs, Chinook sal non that used to cone up the
Snake River and exceeded over 50 pounds no | onger exists. Yes,
I daho once had fishery |ike Al aska at one tine, but those fish
no | onger exist. Coho are extinct in the Cl earwater, Sal non
and Grande Ronde Rivers. | bet nmany of you probably never knew
coho existed here. As well as sockeye and others in Red Fish
Lake, but you don't hear about them

Sturgeon are separated fromothers in the river causing
their genetics to beconme bottl enecked. Lanprey eels called
Hasu, a name for which the town of Asotin is naned for. They
were utilized by the Nez Perce people, and they, too, are few
in nunber. Won't be long before they, too, are |isted.

Earlier a gentleman in the earlier session called
breaching the dans as an act of war. What happens when one
nation violates a treaty made with another? Could this be
considered an act of war? |If this is, this will be a problem
for the courts.

What is the | egacy we wish to | eave our children? W
have the chance to save not one, but several species from
vani shing off the face of this earth.

It is not junk science to breach the | ower Snake River
dans. Over 200 scientists and several governnent agenci es have
confirmed the best alternative to restore salnmon is to renove
the earthen portion of these dans.

The fears of the comunity are known, and | believe the
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i mpact economically would be short-lived. What did the area
farmers and Potlatch and community do 30 years ago before al
the dans were in place?

MS. COLLIS: | need you to wap up, please, Aaron

MR, PENNEY: | speak not only for nyself, but for those
of ny people not able to nmake it here, and for those not yet
born, mne and yours.

In conclusion, for over 10,000 years my peopl e have
depended on salnmon. It is an inportant part of ny life,
culture and religion. The salnon were here before the first
human bei ngs were placed here by the Creator

The sal mon have been here for a very long tinme. It is
too much of a travesty to wipe themout in just a few decades.

Once again, once they are gone, they are gone forever.
Pl ease bypass the dams. Kats-ee-yowyow. Yox Ka |o.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Aaron. Rich, Stuart and then
Ashl ey Martens is an deck.

MR. ElI CHSTAEDT: Good evening. M nane is Rich
Ei chstaedt. | amhere to speak as a resident of the City of
Lewi ston. | strongly support Alternative 4 of the Draft EIS
and any of the options within the Al-H Paper that incorporate
breaching the four | ower Snake Ri ver danmns.

| support these alternatives because the science is
clear. PATH, a detailed i ndependent peer reviewed,

col | aborative scientific study concluded that breaching the
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four | ower Snake River dams had the highest probability of
restoring healthy and harvestable runs of salnon to our
conmuni ty.

PATH, however, is not alone. Idaho Fish and Gane, the
Western Division of the Anerican Fisheries Society, the
Nati onal Anerican Fisheries Society, as well as the four
Col unmbia River treaty tribes have identified dam breaching as
the nost viable salnon recovery option. In fact, both the
United States Fish and Wldlife Service, which is here and the
Governor of Oregon have stated that Snake River dam renoval is
a scientific and biol ogical no brainer

It is tine to stop arguing about whether or not there is

enough science, and face the reality of this situation. Do we

really want to save salnon? And are we willing to face change
to do so? | believe the answer to these questions is yes. The
facts are clear. Potlatch will not shut down. The citizens in
this region will not let that happen

Any dam reachi ng proposal must include nmitigation to
upgrade alternative transportation systens, such as rail and
roads and protect all aspects of breaching to ensure that jobs
inthis Valley are protected, at the same tinme restoring
sal mon.

Regardl ess of mitigation, according to the |Idaho
St at esman, dam breaching will result in a savings of 183

mllion dollars a year to the taxpayers of the Northwest. This
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is nmore than enough to cover any type of mitigation package.
Conti nued operation of the Snake River dams results in
degradation of water quality and shifts the focus of recovery
to other areas which are far nore econonically vul nerable.
Snake River dans el evate water tenperature, forcing
upstream farnmers, ranchers and even industry such as Potl atch
to bare an extrene burden to reduce the inpact of their
activities. |If dams are not breached, nore restrictive |and
use practices will be inplenmented on struggling farnmers and
ranchers, restrictions placed on tinber activities, and greater

dependency placed on irrigation water from Southern |daho

farmers.
These neasures -- the costs of these nmeasures greatly
out wei ghs the cost of damrenoval. The benefits to sal non from

further restricting | and uses and taking additional water from
Sout hern Idaho is small conpared to that of renoving dans. Dam
removal is the only option that ensures that Federal |aws, such
as the Endangered Species Act and the Clean Water Act are net
and that treaty obligations nade to tribal nenbers of our
comunity are honor ed.

It istine for us to realize that dams and sal non do not
work. We have tried it for alnost 30 years. |It's tinme to face
scientific facts and decide if we are willing to make change,
like we did when the gates of Lower Granite were cl osed 25

years ago

Page 201



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

It is for these reasons | hope the Corps and the other
Federal Agencies conply with their obligations to protect
endangered speci es, preserve clean water, and honor pronises to
the tribes by breaching the four |ower Snake River dans.

Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Rich. Stuart, then Ashley and on
deck is Kent Eberhardt.

MR. RASPORE: |'m Stuart Raspore. | live in Cl arkston
Washington. First of all, let nme say that | realize that this
panel up here had nothing to do with putting in the dans, and
probably not going to have anything to do with taking them out
if that becomes necessary. But |'ve heard a | ot of people who,
including the |ast speaker, tal k about clear science.

I think science is as clear as the nud that's going to be
runni ng through the areas where we take the dans out if we do
that. Because | can renmenber many nights years ago when we
were tal king about putting the danms in the Corps showed up to
give these hearings like this. They brought their fish
bi ol ogi sts and all these experts that had clear science in
those tines, and they told us that we were going to have a
wonder ful thing happen here.

And we tal k about -- and | heard the General tal k about
our treaty obligations. W have treaty obligations. And
agree with that. A treaty obligation is an agreenent -- it's a

prom se that was nade. | think we need to follow through with
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those. But | think that the Federal Governnent made a treaty

with the remai nder of the people living in this Valley at that

tinme.

They said, if you will go along with this dam we wil]l
provide you with: irrigation downstream we wll provide you
with power; we will provide you with transportation. That's a

treaty, an obligation, a prom se that was made. And | think
that the Federal CGovernnment owes the people of this community
an obligation to follow through with that treaty just |ike they
do with Native Anmericans. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Stuart. Ashley, Kent Eberhardt,
and then on deck is Dan Skinner.

M5. MARTENS: All right. M nane is Ashley Martens.

MS. COLLIS: Could you speak a little closer to the mc?
Thanks, Ashl ey.

MS. MARTENS: |s that better?

MS. COLLIS: Yeah. Mich better

MS. MARTENS: Sal non and steel head runs have al ways been
an integral part of Idaho's culture and river ecosystem These
fish are now facing extinction, an irreversible fate. W have
the power to prevent extinction by bypassing the four |ower
Snake River dans.

Down river stocks of sal non and steel head which do not
have to pass the four |ower Snake River dans have hel d steady

since 1950. These fish are threatened by the sane predators,
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conmerci al fishernen and | ower Col unmbia River dams as |daho's
runs, mnus four additional dans surpassed before reaching
t hei r spawni ng grounds.

Popul ati ons of sal non and steel head which have to
struggle to pass the | ower Snake River dans have decli ned
dramatically in past decades.

| fully support Alternative 4 in the All-H Paper
Arguments to save dans and not salnon are unjustified. These
dans are only responsible for four to five percent of the
Nort hwest electricity, which we could easily get from other
sour ces.

Barge rel ated jobs can be replaced by rail and roadway
jobs. | ama teacher, and it always amazes ne to see the
fascination that children have with wild salnmon in their
i ncredi bl e journeys from spawni ng grounds through rivers, to
the sea and back agai n.

If we rely only on barging to save wild sal non, we've
destroyed this nature phenonmenon that the sal non possess. |
want to children to have the opportunity to experience the
wonders of nature and wild salnmon. This is one reason why the
four |ower Snake River dans don't meke sense.

A woman friend of mne who was about my nother's age and
I were talking a while ago. We were tal king about sal non. She
| ooked at ne with a sorrowful | ook on her face and said, You

know, when | was your age, there used to be salnmon in these
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streans. It brought tears to our eyes.

W | d sal nron nunbers are declining at such a rapid rate
that if we don't take action soon, it will be too late. We
have pushed these salnon runs too far. They will not make it
Wi t hout our support.

It all boils down to respect. Respect for ourselves.
Respect for our fellow people. Respect for all other species.
We can overcone obstacles nmuch nore easily than sal non.

Scientists agree that damrenoval will push sal non and
steel head further away from extinction. W have run out of
options. WII we learn to respect other species before it's
too late? Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Ashley. Okay. W have Kent and
then Dan and on deck this time is Marvin, | think it's Dugger

MR, EBERHARDT: My nane is Kent Eberhardt. | have |ived
here all ny life before and after the dans. MW fanmily and
| ove the new recreation area that we have now. Taking the dans
out now would be a great | oss to everyone. |If nature
cooperates, every mpjor river in the Pacific Northwest could be
running with salnon. W have the hatcheries to do it, if we
can allow themto work. But if the climte gets warmer and
warmer, it's just not realistic to expect to maintain |arge
popul ati ons of cold water fish.

It's true that what woul d be best for sal non would be a

Paci fic Northwest without humanity at all. But with humanity,
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and with dans to provide safe and clean electric power,
conditions can still be good for salnmon if we choose to use
technol ogy to inprove conditions for sal non and the sal non
t hensel ves.

So far, the best has been the eneny of the good, with
those pursuing the best, destroying the good and achi eving
nothing. In truth, none of the several biological species of
salmon in the Colunbia Basin are in any inmedi ate dangers of
extinction. A "species" is defined by biologists in the conmopn
sense way: |If you lose the last two nenbers of it, the species
wi || disappear fromthe face of the earth forever

The Endangered Species Act was intended to provide a
Noah's ark for species in such dire straits and enjoy
wi despread support because that is what the ordinary citizens
think that Act is doing. 1In fact, |aw and bi ol ogy have
di ver ged.

The Endangered Species Act protects not nmerely species,
but also "distinct population segnments” of sal non, a concept
that can nmean a salnmon run in a single stream or | ake.

So defined, there are thousands of "distinct population
segnment s" of just one biological species: Chinook sal non.

There is no scientific evidence that any particul ar
popul ati on segnent of salnmon will threaten the survival of
sal non species. To the contrary, in nature, smaller

subpopul ati ons ebb and flow, while the |arger species
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conti nues.

Quests for greater diversity in salnmon popul ati ons are
political quests, pushed by a new, politically-active group
known as "Conservation biologists.” W can have plenty of
sal nron wi t hout havi ng hundreds of viable subpopul ations, just
as we can have plenty of cattle w thout having hundreds of
breeds of cows. No one worries that the cow popul ation will
collapse if farners discontinue some breeds.

So, | feel that taking out the dams will not bring back
the big salnon runs of the past. W all need to try different
avenues before we |lay blanme on just one thing.

Why are the people of |Idaho and Eastern WAashi ngton bei ng
hel d back fromfishing for salnon up here and in the Pacific
Ocean and the lower Colunbia river? They are being harvested
by the thousands.

We, the people, of the Northwest need to band together
and stop the harvesting of salnon so the sal non can regenerate
back to the nunbers that will satisfy all people of this |and.
Also their size for better stock. So all people can do
sonmething for the salnmon, not just us in this one area. Thank
you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Kent. Dan Skinner. And then
Marvin and then on deck is Mark Hitchcox.

MR, SKINNER: Hi . M nanme is Dan Skinner. | work for

I daho Rivers United out of Boise. | would like this testinony
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to apply to the EIS and the All-H Paper, if you woul d.

| do support Alternative 4 of the Draft Environnenta
| npact Statenment and any option under the All-H Paper that will
i ncl ude breachi ng the dans.

As a fourth generation |Idahoan, sal non and steel head are
one of the very foundations of my home here in the Northwest.
My famly values a very basic connection to the land. It
i ncl udes keeping all of the pieces.

Today | stand before you with two very sinple nmessages:
One is for and fromthe sal mon and one is fromtens of
t housands of | dahoans who support nmy work and mllions of
Ameri cans who do the sane.

The nost inportant nmessage is fromthe salnmon. | sat in
the Mddl e Fork of the Sal non River mesnerized for a few hours
by the | eaping salnmon a few years back. It was at Dagger
Falls. Just above there on Marsh Creek, prine sal non habitat
as many of you know, there were no reds found this year. This
is a spot where the Idaho Fish and Gane takes their rookies out
and teaches them how to find sal non nests, basically. This is
how you survey for them Not one was found this year
Extinction is al ready happening.

Though this is a national issue in scope, it is important
to remenber there is a ton of support for breaching dans coni ng
fromldaho. There were a nunber of folks up here earlier today

who said that that was not the case. | amhere to say
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ot herw se.

The nost recent polls split the issue right down the
m ddl e. There nay be no political support around here but
those of you who were here earlier today know 36 peopl e spoke
in support of breaching dams, while only 27 spoke against.

Needl ess to say, we are happy to see that we are getting strong
support fromthis conmunity.

More the 95,000 people nati onwi de have wei ghed in, on
petitions, signing postcards, sending e-nmail with exactly the
same nmessage: |If we are going to have sal nmon and steel head in
t he Snake River Basin, we need to breach the four |ower Snake
Ri ver dans.

Down south of here the issue is as clear to the public as
biology is to those of us who look into it. W can either send
our irrigation econony down river and sustain a skeletal nuseum
fishery or we can invest in a transportation system up here and
restore our salnon and steelhead to | evels where we can al
enj oy.

The options on the table to keep the dans either will
|l ead to extinction or drain Southern Idaho. This is a fairly
easy choice. Taking the million acre feet that is often
suggested in these studies, would dry up over 600,000 acres of
farm and in Southern |daho, and cost us about 400 million
dollars a year in |ost goods.

As a conservation community it nakes perfect sense to
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us. We would like to breach the dans, and we want to pay for
the increased costs in transporting goods. W would like to
ship the subsidy and save noney in the |ong run

We have blown three billion dollars in the |ast 15 years,
and have sent that down river in barges and technology with
nothing to return. It hasn't worked. It won't work.

Many will point anywhere but the dans. Look no further
than the Yakima River. As far as | understand in the |ast year
the fish down there have returned at rates ten tinmes higher
than the fish in our area. How about a little bit of equity.
Breach the dans. Restore our fishery. Restore our
free-flowing river. Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Dan. Marvin and Mark Hitchcox
and on deck is Nicole Cordan.

MR, DUGGER: MW nane is Marvin Dugger. | amwth the
Pul p and Paper Wbrker's Resource Council. | live and work in
Lew ston, |daho.

And, first of all, I would like to kind of register a
conpl ai nt about the way that this neeting has been run. The
way that this is set up, first cone, first serve, you know,
first speak. | stood outside -- | was out here, and | was
setting up the booth out here.

Well, first of all, | would like to say |I'mglad that our
| ocal officials got to speak first because they represent the

nmood of this Valley. They are elected. And | think you got a
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real flavor fromthat.

Anyway, we were outside and all these buses showed up
peopl e showed up, and it was quite obvious to ne that this
wasn't a cross-section of the people that | live with in this
Val ley. Some of them were from Boi se, Spokane, Mscow,

Pul |l man, out of the Valley. Well, later -- and so, they are
the ones that are going to speak first.

Well, then, | went out later and | recogni zed tons of
people that I work with around this Valley are working people
and they were in the end of the |ine because they couldn't cone
here during the day to speak, so they are not going to get to
speak. And | really think that is a nmiscarriage.

You need to put all the nanes in a hat, shake them up
start drawi ng out nanes. You will get an actual representation
of the nood of the area. |If two-thirds, three-fourths of the
area is against it, two-thirds, three-fourths of the names are
going to get pulled out. That's mnmy conpl aint.

If this issue tonorrow, the Congress of the United States
deci ded that these dans should be breached, it would probably
be tied up in the courts for decades. The lawers will get
rich. Nothing would be done.

Why haven't we done somnet hi ng about the Caspian terns at
the nmouth of the Colunbia that are killing 30, maybe 40 percent
of the snmolts. That's a big chunk. Okay. The seals and the

sea lions. They are sitting at the nmouth and the |l ocks killing
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tens of thousands of fish. 30 percent of the fish that go
through the dans have seals and sea lion bites on them Sone
of them are so mangl ed that you know they are going to die.

O fshore fishing. | know people -- | talk -- | stand in
these booths all the time and have people conme to ne that are
telling ne about going -- seeing all these people fishing, al
t he Japanese and the Russi ans of fshore fishing.

One fellow told ne about getting up on the mast and
| ooking all around him seeing Japanese trollers as far as he
coul d see catching salnon. W have by catch. The Nationa
Marine Fisheries let's these conpani es go out and catch ot her
fish and there's tens of thousands of fish killed as by catch
catching other fish.

MS. COLLIS: | need you to wap up, now, please.

MR, DUGGER: Ckay. Three-quarters of a life of the

salmon is in the ocean. W need to study that more. W can't

make a -- take a tiny mnute part of the salnon's Iife and nmake
all these decisions. Flow augnmentation, | used to swmin this
river.

MS. COLLIS: Marvin, I'mgoing to have to cut you off.
MR, DUGGER: Thank you very nuch. |'m agai nst dam
br eachi ng.
MS. COLLIS: Thank you very much. Mark Hitchcox, Nicole
Cordan and on deck is Kristin Ruether

MR, HI TCHCOX: Thank you. My nane is Mark Hitchcox, and
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I would Iike to thank you for the chance to express ny thoughts
on this issue.

It's true that this is a nultilayered problem and it has
to deal with before station and over-harvesting and
urbani zation and it has to do with damns.

The tinme conmes when we have to acknow edge our heritage
and acknow edge our ancestors and the hard working people that
cane before us and established the dans and the hydroelectric
systemthat created the opportunity for us to build the
conmunities that we live in; to create our schools and our
churches; and the Universities. Everything that's created a
standard of |living that we now live in and appreciate with our
fam lies and our |oved ones.

But it's now clear that if sal non and steel head are going
to recover on the Snake and Cl earwater Rivers, that the dans
nmust be bypassed. And living in the Northwest we have enjoyed
the clean and cheap energy that the hydroel ectric dans have
generated. But the truth of the matter is, in our prosperity
we have destroyed a vital resource in our region, the wild
salmon. This is indeed a crisis and nust be renedi ed now

I will not comrent on the economic effects due to the
| oss of salnmon versus a | oss of dans, but | will speak on other
val ues.

Qur recovered sal non popul ati on would al so restore the

spirit, hope and pride that these aninals represent in our
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regi on.

One of ny best nmenories is watching the salnon return to
spawn. Standing in the stream and watching the thrashing males
return and spar with each other and watching the females
turning on their sides as they dig their reds and fl ashing
silver of their sides of the scales, and to ne that is
rem ni scent of fireworks.

These are the values and the nenories that also maintain
our quality of life. So, | say to you: Bypass the four |ower
Snake dans. This will mean changes in our commnity, but we
are adaptive species. W are an adaptive species.

The barging will be affected, but we can reestablish
railroad. There will be energy |oss, but we can explore
alternatives to substitute that: w nd, solar

We can al so absorb the costs and adapt at the sane tine
and nmeke this critical gesture to stop the decline towards
extinction because extinction is forever. [It's now or never
so we nust bypass. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Mark. Nicole Cordan and Kristin
Ruet her and on the deck is Noel Pal mer.

M5. CORDAN. Good evening. M nane is Nicole Cordan, and
I"m here representing National WIdlife Federation and Save CQur
Wl d Salnon Coalition. M conments tonight go to both the
Corps' EIS DI'S and the Federal Caucus All-H Paper

And | want to thank you tonight for the opportunity to
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comment and for sitting through all day today. W truly
appreciate it, and | know it's been a | ong day because |'ve
been here all day, too.

The National WIldlife Federation and Save our W Ild Sal non
Coalition together represent nore than six mllion nenbers and
supporters. These nenbers and supporters include a broad array
of interests: comercial fishers, recreational fishers, sports
fishers, fake conmunities, groups interested in energy
conservation environnental groups, and even electric utility.

And while we all conme here fromslightly different
perspectives, we cone here with the sane nessage, and for the
same purpose. And that's to tell you that this region and this
nati on need sal non. W need sal non for our jobs, for our
future, for our children, for our communities, for our
econonies, and for our noral and |l egal obligations to the
Native people who live in this region.

In order to restore these salnon science is telling us
that those four |ower Snake River dams nust be bypassed. Those
dans just don't nmake sense.

| have been listening here today, as you have, to the
fol ks here that are worried about their jobs in their
communities if the danms are breached. And | believe their
fears and concerns are real. But your failure to conplete a
full analysis of the costs if these dans stay, | think, has |ed

to some of the concerns and to sone of the nisunderstandi ngs we
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have heard here today.

Let me give you a couple of quick exanples of where
think those failures exist. | only have three nminutes, so
won't go through everything.

MS. COLLIS: One minute, actually.

MS. CORDAN: See! First, the Federal docunents
conpletely ignore the social inpacts to the coastal and triba
conmmunities If the salnmon continue to decline, not to nention
the price loss of a culture and religion that require these
magni fi cent fish, or the 25,000 jobs that have already been
lost in these communities because of the decline in sal non.

Second, the federal analysis conpletely ignores the cost
of the dam s conpliance of the Clean Water Act requirenments. A
cost that federal anal yses have shown could be as nuch as 900
mllion dollars.

And third, none of the docunents conpletely explains what
would really be required fromall those other agents if the
dans stay in place. W heard today a number of tines that
there was no -- we wouldn't see |Idaho water and see no dam
breaching. Well, you and | both know that we can't recover
these fish and have both of those things be true.

And it's incunbent on you to do the analysis; to tell the
public that that's the case. And | call on you to do that.
I"mfinishing up, Cathryn, | promse

There's no question that a decision to breach these dans
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wi || have consequences for this comunity and other conmunities
like it. That's why the National WIldlife Federation and Save
our Wld Salmon Coalition have always supported a transition
package that would invest in these comunities and others |ike
it.

It's time for us to do the right thing for people and for
the sal mon and to show that our nation stands by our prom ses
and conplies with our own treaties and our own laws. It's tine
to breach these dans and for all affected comunities with
i nvested savings to make this difficult transition. Thank
you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Nicole. Kristin and then Noe
Pal mer and on deck Cindy Eccles.

MS. RUETHER. My nane is Kristin Ruether. |'mhere to
testify that we need to save the sal non, and that the four
| ower Snake danms don't nmake sense.

One of the nost inportant reasons why | live in the
Pacific Northwest is because of the rich and largely intact
natural environment that exists. You can't find that in a |ot
of other places these days. W are very fortunate.

Sal non are a keystone species for the natural world.
Everything frominsects to the grizzly bear rely on them

The dans are nmking them go extinct. On that point there
is no debate. Their extinction would be a tragedy beyond

conprehension. |t would change the natural world in ways we
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don't even understand. It would affect everything.

Yes, breaching the dams woul d cost sone nopney, but not as
much as reparations for extinction. Besides, there are some
things in this world that you can't put a price on

Can you i magi ne the shanme, sorrow, and guilt of
explaining to the future generations that we |et the sal non go
extinct because it cost too nuch noney?

Speaki ng of nmoney, as a taxpayer |'mtired of wasting
nmoney on worthless solutions. W've spent billions on
desperate recovery measures |ike barging, and what has it
acconpli shed? Nothing. The fish are still plunmeting towards
extinction. | want ny noney used for something that's going to
work. And according to the best science, breaching is the only
solution that has a prayer. Success isn't guaranteed, but
extinction is virtually guaranteed if we maintain the status
quo.

Finally, we have to save the sal non because we owe it to
the Native Anericans. Qur governnent has lied to, stolen from
and cheated the Native Anericans for far too long. OQur
governnment signed a treaty with them guaranteei ng them sal non.
Elim nating fishing is not a recovery option. It is our solem
responsibility to follow that treaty by choosing the recovery
option with the highest |ikelihood of success, and choosing it
soon, because we are running out of tine.

If we don't save the salnon, we are going to regret it.
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We need sal non, and the four |ower Snake danms don't meke
sense. Thank you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Kristin. Noel Palmer, Cindy
Eccl es and on deck is Tom Seaman.

MR. PALMER: Thank you for hearing my testinony. | would
like ny cooments to apply to the EI'S and the 4H proposal. | am
in favor of breaching the four --

MS. COLLIS: Excuse nme. Could you state your nane for
the record, please? Thanks.

MR, PALMER: |'m Noel Palnmer. | amin favor of breaching

the four | ower Snake River dans in order to help restore sal non

runs that once naturally existed in this region. | enphasize
the word help. | amconvinced that there is no cure-al
remedy, and breaching the | ower Snake River danms alone will not

conpletely restore salnon runs to acceptable levels. This is
why | amalso in favor of severely linmting comrercial harvest
of salnmon, both in the ocean and in the rivers, and restoring
sal non habitat by restricting destructive behavior to these
aquatic ecosystens (such as mning effluent, road creations too
close to the rivers, industrial pollution, and al so
clear-cutting too close to rivers.)

All of these elements combined, if managed well, after
time will restore a healthy and sustainable salnon run to these
rivers.

I would Iike to say somethi ng about the word
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sustainable. | heard you talk a |ot tonight about barging

sal mon up and down the river to help them That is about as
far away from sustainable systemas | can even imagine. That's
us putting our hand in a little bit too heavy, | believe. Just
doesn't seem sustainable to ne.

But wi thout breaching these four danms, a recovery of the
salmon runs will not be catal yzed soon enough, and we will |ose
one of the nost intriguing and remarkabl e natural wonders to
this region. W nust act now.

Argunents agai nst breaching, the danms include the | oss of
140 m |l es of deep sea barging capabilities, |oss of
hydroel ectric power to this region, and loss of irrigation for
a large ampunt of ranch land. These argunents are reasonable
for they will affect many barging and ranching jobs to this
ar ea.

This is exactly why the Army Corps and all Federa
Agenci es shoul d recommend and Congress should vote to renove
the dans as well as voting to fund the inprovenent of rail and
hi ghway transportation to supplenent the |oss of barging and
fund the extension of irrigation capabilities for all the
ranchers reliant on the reservoirs created by these dans.

This is a mniml anmount, and I'mw lling to pay 5-10
extra dollars a nonth in electricity to help restore the sal non
runs. | think this is a small price to pay for all of us

living in the Northwest.
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We nust act now if we intend on hel ping recover the
al ready devastated sal nbn runs of these rivers. This neans
breaching the | ower four Snake River dams. But we nust try to
consi der both the environnent and the people who rely on a
heal t hy environnent to |ive.

We nust assure to minimze the i medi ate negative
econoni c i npact breaching these dans will have to the people of
this region. In the long run for generations to cone these
dans don't make sense. Having a healthy and thriving ecosystem
i n which sal mon and humans can coexi st does nake sense. Thank
you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Noel. Cindy Eccles, Tom Seanman

and on deck is James, it looks like it must be Lucas, maybe.

Go ahead.

MS. ECCLES: MW nane is Cindy Eccles. |'ma taxpaying
citizen of the City of Lewiston. | amalso a Potlatch
enpl oyee. |1'mhere tonight to corment on your DEIS, your EIS

and your BS, that's biological science, of dam breaching.

First of all, it equally disappoints ne that Federa
agenci es have spent mllions of taxpayers' dollars to talk
about the livelihood of extinction of a fish. Wat have you
acconpl i shed? Absol utely not hing.

Maybe we should do a study on the |ikelihood and possi bl e
extinction of our taxpaying m |l workers, paper workers,

agricultural farnmers of our areas for the next five years.
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The National Marine Fisheries Service has some new data
out that states that the survival of fish through each damis
at least 95 percent. Al of the Federal agencies have
recogni zed that the biological effects of breaching the dams
are not adequate to recover fish.

Yes, we nmust save fish to ensure sustainable
communities. |In fact, sustainable fisheries are not possible
Wi t hout sustainable communities. People do matter.

Sonme peopl e have di scussed power. Dam breaching the four
dans will cut nore than 3,000 negawatts of power out of the
Paci fic Northwest power supply. That's enough electricity to
annually power 1.9 million homes.

In closing, what it comes down to is the bottomline is a
| ot nore research, good science, and a conprehensi ve plan needs
to be made before we can make deci si ons about what we are going
to do for our fish.

I n maki ng these decisions, please note, all Native
Anmericans, white, red, or otherwi se, nust be treated equally in
all decisions made. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Cindy. Tom Seaman and Janes and
then after that on deck is Miia CGenaux. Go ahead.

MR. SEAMAN. Hello. M nane is Tom Seaman. | was born
in Mbscow, |daho. Spent nost of my life in this area. And
really appreciate you all com ng down here to listen. You're

not faced with an easy deci sion
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Everything |'ve heard so far has just been so many people

saying different things that all sound like if you believed

themall, there's no way that you can find truth. | mean,
peopl e quote statistics on both sides of it. It's just insane,
you know.

What that leads me to is, you know, science -- if you get

politics and enotion involved, you don't have science, you got
science as a tool of enotions instead of a tool of |ooking at
this clearly. And |I'm sad that people get so attached that way
and usually when we get attached to sonething that way it's
because of sone fear.

In this case | see a lot of fear. People |osing what
they call their life-style and their jobs. Well, I |ook at al
the Indians here who lost their life-style and their jobs.

So, | also know that one of the things that humans do a
ot is very innovative. | don't think we are lacking in
ingenuity that we can't find other good things to do here that
will create noney for us and a good way of life.

For instance, you tal k about shipping. How about helium
bal l oons? | know that nmight sound weird, but there was
sonmebody in Mntana that was contenplating using that to ship
grain in the mddl e of Montana down to the port.

Such things as that and other innovative things that we
will come up with when people are forced to the wall instead of

sayi ng, oh, ny God, you're going to change us. \Wat are we
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going to do? Well, you're going to do sonething. You'll find
it. It just takes a little bit of opening your ninds, just
like | want you to open the rivers. Because what happens when
you put a damin sonething is you stop the fl ow

We have an ecosystem here -- we had an ecosystem that was

very conplete. W have one that is inconplete because there's

no flowinit. | personally believe that if you breach the
danms you're likely -- nore likely to get the sal mon run back in
a conplete way. | don't see any way around that. It's a

cycle. Life is a cycle, and God follows that.

And that with economics as a bottomline, pretty soon
you' re going to have people with too much fear who are afraid
they are going to lose it all, they're going to kill us all by
losing it all, by hoarding it, instead of letting it flow.
We've got to keep nmoving. Got to change.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Tom James -- | amjust not
able to clearly read this so let nme give you a phone nunber
because | really can't read the last name. |It's 882-7374. Any
James here with that phone nunber? Okay. Sorry. Go ahead.

MS. GENAUX: M nane is Maia Genaux. I live here in
Clarkston, which is on Nez Perce traditional land. This is
good | and.

On Tuesday evening this week the KLEW eveni ng news from
Lewi ston reporting on the |local anti-breaching parade that day

said no one could be found for coment who supported
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breaching. | support breaching. By which | nean a
free-flowing river. | saw the parade, and | turned away.
Sonetinmes it hurts too nuch to feel the tension caused by this
i ssue here in this conmunity.

I have good friends on both sides, or at least | did

before tonight. | amsad for this division. | do not |ike
it. Nonetheless, | nmust speak up, and | appreciate this
respectful opportunity. | believe we humans have the noral

obligation and the responsibility to use our extensive adaptive
skills so that species | ess adaptive than ourselves may
continue to exist.

| believe we need to make adjustnments in all the Hs, al
of which unfortunately nmean humans. These four Hs are al
probl enms for the sal mon brought about by humans. We humans can
build a dam and take it down. W can breach a dam and | ater
resurrect it if need be. A wild salnon run cannot resurrect
itself from extinction.

If we humans lose a job our life is not in danger. W
can go collect unenploynent, get food stanps, create new jobs,
find jobs el sewhere, change costs, hunans tinme, noney,

i nconveni ence and effort and we survive. Oten coning out of
t he change even better off than before.

A wild sal non has only one job, and that is to

reproduce. These fish don't have 20 to 80 years to repeatedly

breed as we do. They have the opportunity to procreate once.
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This is their only job. A fish cannot go coll ect unenpl oynent
or get food stanps if it loses its job. A fish cannot nove its
famly to Spokane, or Kansas or Georgia or Nevada to take a new
job. The best the salnmon can hope to do is get a free bus ride
part way into the ocean. Salnon have only one job. Wthout
it, they die.

We hurmans have enornous adaptive resources. Fish do
not. |If a salnon had been able to sign up and cone speak here
tonight, I amsure it would speak nore el oquently and nore
per suasi vely than any one of us.

It is the one that has the nost to lose in this debate.
It is fighting for its very life. W humans are not. Thank
you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Maia. Okay. Garrett, | think
it's Clevenger, and Wley Hollingsworth is up after that, and

Wes Bascom

MR. CLEVENGER: M nane is Garrett Clevenger. | ama
research scientist at WsU. | live in Moscow, ldaho. This is
great. |'mso excited to conment on this historic ecol ogica
survey. | support breaching of the four | ower Snake River

danms. No one wants clogged arteries. W all know how
i rportant our own circulatory systemis in nourishing ourselves
with nutrients. Well, let ne remind you all of a fact: Sal non
have been nourishing our land with vital nutrients for

countl ess generations. No other creature brings nutrients from
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the sea to the land in quantities |like the sal non.

These fish are swi nmng protein packets. They spend
their lives in the ocean soaking up nutrients. They swi mup
the river to their birthplace to spawn.

Over the years, billions of fish have made this journey,
providing a vital food source for all kinds of |land dwellers,

i ncl udi ng humans and trees.

Their bodi es are eaten and di gested, rel easing what they
have soaked fromthe sea back to the |land. What a sinple yet
el egant way to circulate nutrients. The rivers are the
lifeblood for this process. And we've damed them by buil di ng
dans.

We had good intentions, but they are short-sided and
sel fish. Wo knows what damage we've done by cl ogging the
river's arteries. W do know that sal non are going extinct on
the Snake River for all sorts of reasons. Obviously, the dans
are a major obstacle to the salnmon's journey. Like any health
consci ous person would, it's tine to heal the rivers.

No one clains that bypass surgery is painless, but in the
long run, we'll all be better off if we restore the sal non
runs. We'll also save noney by no | onger having to subsidize
t he dans, salnon restoration, navigation and irrigation

In fact, it's been estimted by the Oregon Natura
Resource Council that we'll save 85 mllion dollars a year if

we return the | ower Snake River to its free-flow ng state.
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We' ve gone for thousands of years without our unnecessary
el ectronic gadgets. How long are we going to continue to
devel op these toys at the detrinment of our environment? W
have to stop growing at sone point. Let's do it before we |ose
the sal non on the Snake River.

Perhaps this is the time for Potlatch to shift its tree
pul p processing to henp or other crop pulp processing. This
woul d not only help our forests but benefit our farmers by
providing themwith a profitable alternative crop. Perhaps
farmers will process the wheat we grow here regionally instead
of selling a raw product.

I would love for my grandchildren to enjoy wld sal non.

I would | ove to be part of a generation which had enough
conpassion to plan for the long-term Let's do the right thing
and renove the four |ower Snake River dans. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Garrett. WIley Hollingsworth, is
that right? Yes. GOkay. Geat. And then Wes and then next up
is Clyde Nicely. Go ahead. Thank you.

MR, HOLLI NGSWORTH: Thank you. M nane is Wley
Hol li ngsworth. |'ma Pullmn, Washington boy. | wll just
read sni ppets fromthe paper. W should breach the dans as
part of a 4H effort. Part one, the econom c val ue of sal non:

Over the long run, salnon nay provide nore econom ¢ val ue
than the jobs at the Potlatch mlls in Lewi ston, |Idaho. One

risk factor is the fickle nature of big business, they open and
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close mlls as suits their own interests, not the interest of
the individual mll towns.

The other risk factor is the dirty nature of the sulfuric
acid process. If the fiber varieties of henp are |egalized,
Potlatch m ght set up mlls to process that clean source of
fiber, and it might close a correspondi ng nunmber of its dirtier
mills.

Pot | atch Corporation nmakes an undependabl e sort of base
for our state's econony, but if we give the sal non what they
need to thrive, the salnon will provide an econonic base for
t housands of years.

Qur cheapest option: Because breaching the dans appears
to be the keystone in the arch of salnon recovery, it mght be
the | east cost option. Since it would boost the sal non
popul ati on, other neasures woul dn't have to be as extensive as
they would without that boost. For exanple is irrigation in on
open fisheries and hatcheries. So, breaching the dams wll

benefit irrigation and all natural resource extraction

i ndustries.

If we et the salnobn go extinct, the U S wll owe,
perhaps, tens of billions of dollars. Sunk costs? |f New
Engl and, California, et al, have to see tens of billions of

federal dollars be spent on treaty reparations, they mght quit
supporting federal noney for the annual subsidies for Col unbia

Ri ver bargi ng and hydropower. To the extent that we m ght | ose
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t hose subsi di es, whether or not we breach the dams, they are
sunk costs, and are irrelevant to the deci sion.

Let's give full weight to biologists whose jobs depend on
a continued flow of salnobn. Here's what they say. That
breaching the dans is the keystone in the archway of sal non
recovery, and that wi thout breaching, there is probably no
recovery.

Part two, the noral value of salnmon: The heroics and
self-sacrifice of the salnon runs have al ways spoken to the
depths of me. Previous generations of Americans held simlar
vi ews, but we have becone parasites. W have taken $5-6
trillion fromour young, to support sunmptuous consunerism W
are abandoni ng our young. An increasing number of grandparents
hide fromtheir young in 55-and-ol der housing devel opnents.

G ven the undependability of jobs provided by big
busi ness, | applaud those Potl atch enpl oyees who have not
bought bi g houses, RVs, boats, second cars, etcetera. But who
have chosen to |ive below their neans, who save and invest in
appreciating assets, with a goal of becom ng self-financed. No
| onger dependent on big business. They contribute to the
econom c stability of their comunity.

And | appl aud those fam|ies who val ue peopl e, not
according to their possessions, but according to the tine they
spend | earning and practicing social skills, like |listening and

resolving conflicts, and according to the effort they put into
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| earning and practicing parenting skills. They contribute to
the safety of their conmunity. | applaud those famlies
because they exenplify the nmoral teachings of the sal non.

I invite all parties to join with ne, and do their part
in providing the conditions that the sal non need to survive.
Thank you al |

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you. Okay, Wes, please, and after Wes
we have Clyde, and after Clyde we have Scott Levy. How are you
doi ng, folks? Okay. Al right. Just checking. Go ahead.

MR, BASCOM M nane is Wes Bascom and | appreciate
you're all doing a very hard job. Life is not easy, as ny
father told me when | was that tall. If it is, you know
somet hing i s wong.

Jobs and noney are two concerns here. They are two human
creations. Value is whatever we give them W are a very
i nventive and adaptabl e species. As we heard nentioned severa
times this evening, nost of us are capable of doing many nore
than one thing in a lifetinme and, in fact, mght enjoy doing
so.

We have choices, and we have the ability to adapt to a
changi ng world. Jobs and noney come in many fornms that are
anor phous with the tines.

Peopl e did not, however, create the salnon. They are not
as easy. Salnmon had far nore to do with creating the people.

The areas first people becane strong feeding on the sal non.
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But not just them the salnmon also fed the bear, whose rich
spoor nourished the great trees, the sane trees which afforded
the next waive of people their existence.

You don't see knolls like this in places that didn't have
sal nron. We have a great industry here that has made this
Val l ey very rich, and we need to acknow edge where it cane
from

Ocean biomass in the form of anadronmous fish is nmade
possi bl e much of the industry the Northwest is fanous for, and
we are trying to protect it. But we need to give sonething
back to the salnon. Beyond |life, what else is there?

The chain of life and prosperity is broken now and
replaced with a chain of artificial |akes. There is no
downstreamto carry themto the ocean. There is no stream W
have | akes. Think about that word artificial, and what it
means to our |ives.

The sal mon are going, and with them the biol ogy depends
on them The biology that we depend on. Mbney is nothing
without Iife. W need salnon, and the dans are killing them

Predat ors have been around as |ong as the salnon. They
cannot be held accountable for doing their role. W can also
not justify throwing away nore noney in regulations that do not
wor k when the solution is right in front of us.

Qur creations of jobs and noney will adapt. | know |

amthe work force of Idaho. | will spend many years worKking,
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and I'mwilling to pay a price to protect the sal non.

Sal non need free-flowing rivers. Breach the dans now. |
support Alternative 4. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Wes. Ckay. Cyde, and then
Scott and then Larry Etter.

MR, NICELY: M nane is Clyde Nicely, and I'ma 25 year
resident of the Valley. And | work with a nunber of area
busi nesses and | abor groups. And I would like to say, Miia, if
you are still here | do love ya. Still love ya. W agree on a
ot of things. W don't agree on this one. And | would say
that I'mtrying to do ny best to respect everybody's opinions
on this issue. It's a very conplex one. You people sitting in
front of me, it's not an easy task ahead of you.

I'd like my comments to apply to this whole ness we are
in. | believe that every one here wants to see abundant runs
of anadronous fish in the Northwest. What we differ in is our
belief on howthis is to be done.

| believe this will only be acconplished if we can arrive
at a bal anced sol ution, one that spreads the benefits and

sacrifice necessary to acconplish it.

| can guarantee that Alternative 4 will not work as this
solution. It will not work because it is not a bal anced
solution. It will not work because it's based on flawed
sci ence and conputer models. It will not work because it is

politically inpossible to conplete in a tine frame that wll
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hel p these fish.

| believe that if it is the preferred alternative
selected in the final EIS and record of decision that it wll
be tied up in litigation and challenged in Congress for a
m ni rum of 20 years. It will create a grid lock that wll
benefit no one or nothing but | awers and posturing
politicians.

If we truly want to save the anadronous fish, we wll
address all the Hs, including the human H

W will do all we can to inprove the danms, fish
friendliness. W'Il honor the scarcity of these fish and
control the bird and marine manmal predators that are
devastating juvenile and adult fish.

W will do all we can to maxim ze avail abl e habitat.
We' Il use hatcheries nore wisely. We'Il|l manage harvest nore
wi sely.

We will quit fighting, and we'll quit having these
meetings. We'll roll up our sleeves and do the common sense
things that will restore fish runs. | have sonme doubts that we
can do this, but | hope and pray that we can because it's the
only way that we can help these fish. |It's the only hope for
t hem

| support a bal anced approach, and | oppose dam breaching
as a single silver bullet solution.

Lastly, | strongly condem you in the Federal agencies in
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how you have di srespected this community. You originally
schedul ed this neeting in a roomthat would hold approxi nately
100 people. W found you a venue, the Nez Perce County Fair
Pavi l i on, which would hold over 2,000 people so everyone could
be here and hear every one speak. You refused to use it. Now
you brag that you've found a place that holds a nere 375.

You have di shonored this community and the public
process. | hope you feel sonme shane in that.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Clyde. Scott Levy, Larry Etter
and then Dennis Elder.

MR. LEVY: Howdy. M nanme is Scott Levy. | created this
filmcalled red fish blue fish and also the bluefish.org which
I encourage you all to take a look at. | appreciate your
attention for the next three mnutes.

Tonight, | would like to propose a solution that
addresses the concerns of the shippers that ship about four
mllion tons of comodities through the | ower Snake River
corridor.

Currently, the 139 mile trip fromLew ston to Pasco costs
$1.48 per ton. This is the cost that shippers are asking to
protect. $148 per ton

The true cost of shipping by barge, of course, is nmuch
hi gher.

Aver agi ng 20 years of ACCE data which includes channe

dredgi ng, lock repairs, operations and nmi ntenance, anounts to
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alittle under four mllion dollars per year. Divide this by 4
mllion tons of comuodities shipped per year, amunts to a
little under $1 per ton. This is a cost not paid by shippers.

Anot her cost is hydropower revenue that is |ost when
water is used to nove a ship through the | ocks rather than
produci ng hydroelectricity. This anpbunts to about 14.5 cents
per ton.

Conbi ne these subsidi es amobunt to about $1.11 per ton

For the nonent let's also consider the $435 nillion
dol l ars per year that BPA ratepayers currently pay for sal non
recovery efforts. Let's recall that Congress authorized these
dam proj ects based on a 1930's ACCE report which assigned
navi gation with 18.5 percent of the "cost-carrying abilities."

18.5 percent of $435 nmillion dollars is about $80 mllion
dollars. Divide this by 4 mllion tons per year anmounts to
anot her $20 per ton that shippers do not pay.

Let's ignore this $20 per ton for now, and focus on the
$1.11 per ton costs of dredging, repairs, operation and
mai nt enance and forgone power revenues.

If shippers were asked to pay this additional $1.11 per
ton, | amquite certain they would shift their commodities to
rail, an alternative that currently exists and is very
conpetitive with the $1.48 per ton that the shippers wish to
prot ect.

Fromlistening to the shipper's valid concerns and the
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goal of causing no economc effect, | propose that along with
the dam breach alternative, shippers be guaranteed this $1.48
per ton rate. Any rail costs in excess of $1.48 would be
rebated to the shippers. Estimates that | have seen suggest
this amount will be on the order of 5 to 10 cents per ton

Renenber, the current subsidy is $1.11 per ton. A5 to
10 cent per ton rebate would represent a substantial savings,
and shi ppers woul d continue to receive the $1.48 per ton cost
that they are striving to protect.

Additionally, | would al so encourage the extension of
Washi ngton State's very successful "Grain Train" program The
program was designed to alleviate the shortage of hoppers in
Washi ngton that occurs at peak tines when hoppers tend to
congregate in the M dwest.

To quote fromthe June Wall Street Journal report about
the "Grain Train" program "For npbst Washington farnmers and
grain elevators, the |ack of hoppers neans they nust rely on
trucks and barges to nove their wheat, a nore expensive option

A 1996 Washington State University study of the grain
trains first year, said that rail rates, on average, were about
6.6 cents a bushel |ower than the truck/barge node."

An extension of the "Grain Train" program would ensure
hopper availability for shippers. Thank you very nmuch. No
econonmic effect need be felt. Thank you for your tine.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Scott. Larry Etter, Dennis
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El der, and then Doug Zenner.

MR, ETTER. Thank you. M name is Larry Etter. | have
been a resident of this area for the last 40 years. | was here
before the dans. And | really had my concerns when they went
in, but I"'mjust tickled to death with at least with the
recreation and all the progranms with the work the Corps has
done as far as beautification and such. | believe they got
sone awards for that

I amreally concerned nore with those danms bei ng breached
what it's going to do with all the silt and such going down the
river. And people say, well, this is going to be the -- got to
take these danms out, just these four. WelIl, | think as soon as
these are out, if they ever come out, it's going to be sone
ot her ones.

Sonmewhere around -- the Northwest is going to have to
survive. It's doing well. If we start losing all our power,
it's going to be sonething else. And then we are going to have
to find -- the United States has done unCGodly things as far as
technol ogy and such, and | can't believe this country can't put
the noney together and figure out how to do this and have the
danms and the fish. So |I'm opposed to dam breaching at this
time.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Larry. Okay. Dennis Elder and
Doug and after Doug is Sean Cassi dy.

MR. ELDER: Good evening. M nane is Dennis Elder. |
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work at Potlatch, and | would like to say |I'm damm proud of

it. | keep hearing there's no scientific evidence, and there's
no silver bullet. WelIl, where | think we ought to start with
is we ought to go down to the nmouth of the Colunbia River out
to International waters and bring one of those big fishing
crawmlers in. Take it up to Bonneville Damand let's start

di ppi ng these sal non out when they're running. | think people
woul d get the picture that that's part of the problem | think
that's where we need to start. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Dennis. Doug Zenner, Sean
Cassidy, and on deck is Dean Stewart.

MR, CASSI DY: |'m not Doug.

MS. COLLIS: Nope, you are not. Okay, is Doug stil
here? Doug Zenner, are you still with us? Ckay.

MR, CASSIDY: Hi. |1'm Sean Cassidy, and |'mjust a
citizen. And | want to conment about the way the neeting is
being run. | can't believe you sat there for as long as you've
sat there, and | appreciate it very much. | would like to
thank you and -- the only people that | saw that really had a
privileged seat at this hearing were the politicians. | would
like to thank them for staying -- wait a mnute. | would have
liked to, if they would have stayed here and listened to the
citizens.

| think the main idea isn't a bad idea. Throw all the

nanmes in a hat and do it that way. That does seem i ke that
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may be fairer, as a way to do it. But | also resent the fact
that the inplication that the people of this Valley don't
represent the idea or want the idea of taking down sone of the
dans.

| have deep roots in salnon country. M grandnother was
born in Keuterville, which is not too far fromhere. M father
was born in Pendl eton. Raised in Pendleton. 1've |lived and
wor ked in Lew ston/Clarkston Valley for the |ast six years, and
I love this county. And | also have great respect for the hard
wor ki ng people that work in this Valley. They are ny
nei ghbors. They are ny co-workers. They are ny friends.

| do renmenmber the first time that | saw one of the big
danms, and | was very inpressed. They are huge. They are
enornous. They are fantastic undertakings of human tinme, but |
think their tinme has past.

| also renmenber the first time | saw a sal non struggling
up a small stream overcom ng every obstacle. Soon passed
fishing nets, passed predators of all kinds. | renenber these
powerful creatures |eaping up against the waterfall. Falling
back into a pool and keep com ng back again and again and
again, sort of like this issue it seens |ike.

It was one of the nobst amazing sights of my entire life.
I remenber another trip | took to the heart of lIdaho to Red
Fish Lake. It used to be one of the ultimte destinations of

the salmon. | renmenber the old tinmers taking about nassive
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runs of salnon to the lake. It nust have been sonmething to
wat ch. The year that | was there one sal non nade the trek. No
nore menories for the children of |daho.

Open the dans and give the salnmon a fighting chance.

Take care of ny nei ghbors when you nove the millions of tons of
silt fromthe dans, nmke sure that you hire people from our
area.

As the depths of the river highly drops, use locals to
fix the roads and railroads to help |ocal businesses. As the
| akes di sappear, create the finest strips of canping, biking,
boating, and other recreation in the park areas in the
Nor t hwest .

As the sal non begins to return give the Tribes the
opportunity we prom sed themin treaties. As the fish beginto
return to Red Fish Lake, take your children and grandchil dren
to see a magnificent sight. Let them have their own nmenori es,
of sal non returning home, salnon returning to Idaho.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Sean. Dean Stewart, and on deck
is Rocky Smith.

MR, STEWART: My nane is Dean Stewart. | speak for
myself. | want to thank you all for being here and taking your
notes and paying careful attention to who's speaking. And al
t he peopl e have spoken fromtheir hearts and fromtheir
experience and their hopes and their fears. |In fact, spoken so

articulately because | think it's real inportant.
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There are sone things | would like to say. | do believe
that we, as a people and our culture and our country are kind
of caught in the crossroads of sustainable and nonsustai nabl e
technol ogies. And the dans, | believe, are not the only things
that are the train wecks at the crossroads.

Two generations ago we built these giant dans without
knowi ng they woul d have, for exanple, such a devastating effect
on the salnmon and nmuch of the ecosystem Not know ng that our
dependents on the dans for our livelihood and recreation and
for our way of life that our dependents would encourage us to
keep pronpting them up beyond their tine.

| believe through the work of good and faithful and
sincere scientists |I'm convinced personally that the dams have
run their course; that that technology is no |onger sustainable
for this area, specifically, and sonebody has to bite the
bullet. It's going to be us or it's going to be our
grandkids. | would propose that we have the courage to do it
so that our grandkids can be on sonme firmer ground with a
brighter future and for our rivers. Thank you.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Dean. Rocky is on and then after
that, Matt, and after Matt is Steve Evans. Go ahead.

MR. SMTH: M nane is Rocky Smith. |'mhere on behalf
of ny famly and children. Several years ago dans were built
al ong the Snake and Col unbia Rivers. | doubt that there were

any Environnmental |npact Studies or protesting
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environnental ists. Just people, hard working nmen and wonen
trying to make a living for their famlies.

After years of having the dams in place, these nen,
wonen, and famlies have grown dependent upon the four |ower
Snake River dams for their livelihood.

Barges transport conmodities such as grain fromfamly
farms on the Palouse, prairie, and even as far away as Montana
as well as wood products from |l ocal conpanies to Portland and
beyond. This is inexpensive transportation which hel ps these
honest hard working fam lies and conpani es conpete in gl oba
markets that didn't exist a few years ago.

The environnmentalists are not hard working nen and wonen,
but sl othful people who receive charitable contributions or
handouts fromthe rich to fund their projects that take away
fromthe Anerican dream These people have no idea what it
takes to survive in today's global market. |f they knew the
truth, they would realize how absurd their notions and ideas
are.

As for the salnon, too many fishermen with vast nets
trolling the ocean, too many sea |lions, and too many gill nets
lining the rivers have obviously taken their toll on sal non
popul ations. Wth increasing fishernen, sea lions, and gil
nets it's a no brainer to figure out why the sal non aren't
returning.

Breaching the dans will not help the fish return in
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| arger nunbers, but will create nore problens which the dam
breachers choose to ignore. The four |ower Snake River dans
generate 1,230 negawatts of electrical energy each year. This
loss in power will be generated by burning coal and gas.

Yearly em ssions fromthese plants would be over
28, 000, 000, 000 pounds of carbon dioxide plus vast quantities of
ot her greenhouse gases.

For each four tow barge lost on the river, 536 tractor
trailers would be needed to haul the commodities up and down
Hi ghway 12 bel ching out nmore carbon di oxi de and NOx.

Area tourismwould fail. No one will want to see or
smell the nud flats of Washington and Idaho. | could go on
but it just does not mamke any sense or logic to breach the
dans. There is just too nmuch at take for using a nethod that
is not scientifically proven. You will destroy the |lives of
many famlies by breaching the danms only in an attenpt to try
to save a few sal non.

We have no guarantee to any federal noney to help us when
dans are breached. CQur only guarantees are death and taxes.

When the dans are breached and the sal mon do not return,
will you then plot to breach the remaining dans? Wen and
where will this all end?

This great country was founded on sound religious
principals. In CGenesis, Chapter 1:28, God tells Adam or nman

that he has donminion over the fish, the fow, and every |iving
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thing that noves upon the earth.

Let's use our dominion wisely and quit wasting mllions
of dollars fighting agai nst each other. Let's sit down
together at a table, put our nobney together, and find a rea
solution. Dam breaching is not the answer.

MS. COLLI'S: Thank you, Rocky. Matt, Steve Evans, and
after Steve, Dave Kauffman.

MR. PICHA: M nane is Matt Picha. | aman ani mal
sci ence student at WAshington State University. For nyself
intrigue sense of awe that sal nbn continue to expire been
rooted during chil dhood while fishing with my grandfather

COURT REPORTER: Excuse ne. Can you speak up into the
m c, please?

MR. PICHA: Hours of bonding, anticipation and excitenent
resulted fromfishing trips in a hunble boat notoring through
t he Pudget Sound. The overwhel mi ng strength and beauty of the
Chi nook' s chronme body apparent at an early age. | was al so
fortunate enough to live next to the Sam sh Ri ver which yiel ded
an opportunity to watch Chinook spawn and carry out the | ast
portion of their magnificent life cycle.

Cl asses pertaining to sal nonid physi ol ogy, anatony, and
ecol ogy continue to take this appreciation to entirely new
di rensions. This fascination; however, is intricately entw ned
into a nuch broader picture. W can't think of sal non without

considering the nitrogen and phosphorus, their carcases
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contribute to the i mense trees and flora surrounding the
river's edge. The protein that enabl es eagles and bears to
flourish. Just about every organismin the ecosystem being
connected to these nutrients one way or anot her

Unfortunately, this captivation is coupled with
frustration. |I'mcontinually frustrated with the tension
dwi ndl i ng sal ron nunbers have caused between conmerci a
fishernen, sports fishernen, and Native Anmericans. Frustrated
when | drive over Lower Granite Dam and see a brown stagnant
reservoir polluted with carp and squawfi sh.

Frustrated with Senators focusing on the politica
ram fications associated with dam breaching i nstead of the
sci ence.

And finally, frustrated with clains of how breaching will
conprom se the way of |ife wi thout consideration of the
i mplications outside of this immediate area. Wthout thought
of the econom c benefits sal non recovery entails.

Subst antial nunbers of jobs will be created with the
construction of railways to transport grain through additiona
trucking and with a nultitude of recreational opportunities on
a natural free-flowing river.

Most inmportantly, we will see the return of one of the
worl d's nost preem nent sport fisheries. Don't forget that the
econonmic structure correlated with dams canme at the expensive

of the Nez Perce, in towns such as Orofino, Stanley, Sal non and
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Ri ggi ns. Peopl e whose |ivelihoods and i ncomes once revol ved
around t hese unequal creatures.

Peopl e are so afraid of change but | ook at the change
we've inflicted with these four |ower dans. Thousands of years
of genetic selection and evol ution should have secured the
Chi nook and steel head's future in this area. Yet, within 30
years we've conpromi sed this foundation by altering the river's
temperature, flow and gravel beds.

Snolt becone disorientated in stale water that caters to
predators. All before they traverse through a virulent set of
turbines. The effects are obvious the disturbing decline of
smolt that actually reach saltwater parallels the construction
of the damns.

Most insulting, though, is howwe try to find solutions
whi ch cost taxpayers billions, while ignoring the inherent
cause of decline.

The breaching of Lower Granite, Little CGoose, Lower
Monunmental and | ce Harbor dans aren't the only issue that needs
to be resolved, but it's by far the nobst crucial and urgent if
we are to preserve this econonmic, social, and spiritua
cornerstone of the Pacific Northwest. Thank you.

MS. COLLIS: Thank you, Matt. Steve Evans, Dave Kauffman
after Steve, and M ke Hol der

MR, EVANS: M nane is Steve Evans, and |'ve heard a | ot

of concerns here tonight. And | really respect the opinions
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that have been nmde, especially the ones on the good paying
j obs.

I have worked 20 years as a |laborer and through a | abor
uni on and meke good noney. I|I'mcurrently a school teacher so
know the difference between a good paying job and just a
regul ar job. Believe ne.

Anyway, there's been a |ot of concern for the snall
farmer. As a history teacher currently, | want to tell you
that's been going on for a long tinme. 100 years ago they
formed the popul ous party because they were concerned about the
smal | farmer. The historical truth is, it doesn't matter if
you are in this area or not in this area, if you are a smal
farmer you get in trouble, you' ve been in trouble for about the
time of Andrew Jackson

Now, | would also like to address the silt problem Kar
was here and Karl said he waded out in the silt and sunk up to
his knees. Well, doggone it, Karl, you should have waited
until it died up. M horse pasture is the sanme doggone way in
the spring. Silt dries up, and then you get rid of it.

Now they say if you're against the silt, then you're for
the dans. Well, the silt is there anyway. The silt is already
t here.

I was here 30 plus years ago when they had the hearing
about the creation of the damin the hotel Lewis Clark. |

remenber the Corps of Engineers was asked about silting, and
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they said, Don't worry. |It's not going to silt. And then they

said, But if it does silt, we will dredge it, but it isn't
going to be dredged until at least 2,000. Well, | think we've
all lost track of how nuch dredgi ng has al ready taken pl ace

down there.

I was raised with kerosine |anps and lots of fish. |
don't want to go back to kerosine |anps, | guarantee you that.
But | think we have gone too far. | don't agree with Charles
Posheski who said that the D Day anal ogy wasn't a good
analogy. | think a Wrld War Il analogy is a good anal ogy, but
it's not the D-Day analogy, it's the other one. A bridge too
far, except you' ve got to change the word bridge to dam W
got too many.

I think | ooking at John Day, |ooking at the Yaki m River,
there's four dans, not eight. W've got eight dans. W've got
too many of them W need a bal ance. Float down river and
take four out, that would be perfect. |It's sad because it's a
bitter pill

I was born in Walla Walla. |'ve lived nmy entire life
within the confines of sal non country, Eastern WAshington and
so on.

["mrunning out of tinme. Oh, well. What are we going to
call the Salmon River? |1'll skip a paragraph. Are we going to
call it the Unsalmn River? O Wsh-there-was-sal nron River?

O shall we call it the Used-to-be-sal non River?
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| have a chart. Every tine a chart shows a damis built
it shows the fish go into a decline. WIlIl, this is isn't
science, but it tells ne sonmething. W hear a | ot about comon
sense. The dans cone, the fish go.

|'ve got a lot of friends and nei ghbors and sone fanmly
that work at Potlatch. | called every agency, every individua
to cooperate in doing whatever it takes to bring the sal non
back fromthe brink back to vitality and power.

In the sane breath | call upon every faction and sal non
supporter to energize your efforts to stand |oyal and honestly
with local business and industry.

If we can fly to the noon and back, we can surely
guarantee that our friends and relatives do not |ose their

livelihoods, their honmes, and their rich |ives.

Breaching is a bitter pill, but |I believe if we take it
in the evening, late into the next morning we'll likely begin
to feel -- feel whole again. Thank you.

M5. COLLIS: Dave Kauffman and then M ke Hol den

MR, KAUFFMAN: Good evening. M nane is Dave Kauffnman.

COURT REPORTER: Excuse ne, please. | need to change
paper.

MS. COLLIS: W've got to change paper. Let nme clarify
one thing. Before we do that, though, let ne just tell you
where we are. Mke? W have to change paper every tine. Let

me tell you where we are. We've got about 70 nore people
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signed up, which translates to about four hours, depending on
how everyt hi ng goes.
(Whereupon court reporter is changing paper.)
GEN. STROCK: (Discussion by Brigadier General Strock.)
(Public coment session continues:)

MS. COLLIS: And, Panel, before we take a break, let's
jut take Dave's coments since he was up at the mc.

MR. KAUFFMAN: My nane is Dave Kauffman. |'m here for
mysel f and nmy union brothers and sisters that | work with. |
have lived in lIdaho for 40 years. |'malso a comm ttee nenber
on the Rocky Mountain El k Foundation. | have fished all around
the regi on, and one of the best places |I ever found is right
out here. M friends and | have caught well over 100 fish this
year out here.

I think we should keep the dans. The U. S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers' annual fish passage data indicates nore than 4,000
spring and summer sal non were counted and passed the Lower
Granite Damin 1999. This is ten tinmes nore than what was
counted in 1998 and 40 tinmes nore than in '94.

At Bonneville Damthe news is just as good. The counts
there are the highest since the '90s when biol ogists first
started keeping track. The National Marine Fisheries Service
is projecting runs of 140,000 this year

Let's quit looking for a single solution that does

not hing more than divide the region. Let's figure out what we
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really need to restore the fish runs. Let's get good, credible
i nformati on, and then have a meani ngful discussion on what
shoul d be done. Thank you.

M5. COLLI'S: Thank you, Dave. GCkay, when we cone back

fromour break M ke Holder will be up. Stacey Wllians is
going to be here in ny place. It's been ny pleasure being your
noderator today. |'ve really enjoyed getting to know about

your comunity. Thank you very nuch.
(Wher eupon a recess was taken.)

MS. WLLIAMS: Ckay, just in case you don't renmenber ne
fromhours ago, ny nane is Stacey Wllians. And |I'malso a
facilitator and noderator, and I'll be taking over for
Cathryn. And I'Il be helping all of you get over the hurdles
in the next few hours.

I had one request fromthe people that are doing the
tel evision transnmi ssion, they would appreciate it if some of
you woul d nove forward because right now it |ooks as if nobody
is here except for voices up in the darkness.

So don't be scared. Cone on up, please. Let everybody
out there know that you are here and you are up. And you are
speaking for them Thank you.

Al'l right. The next person up is Mke Holder, and after
M ke Hol der we have Gretchen Stewart and then Steve WAtKkins.

MR, HOLDER: MW nanme is Mke Holder. | live in Lew ston

| daho. Been here for 17 years. |'ma Native Mntanan. And
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just wanted to say again, thank you. And for all the people
that have spoke out, one thing | get excited about is the way
this thing was ran fromthe outside. You have people voicing
t heir opinion, showing their opinions. Yet, it is done in a
way that makes you proud to be an American, | believe. And
really respect what you guys are doing.

| think that we live in a great country. W have a great
area, and it's a great Northwest. And | think everybody wants
the sanme thing. W express our opinions. W have our
concerns. W have ideas. W agree and we disagree on a |ot of
t hi ngs.

| respect the opinion of the person, a friend of mne
who was telling ne he has |ived here for a nunmber of years and
how he thinks the dams shoul d be renoved. And we agree on nany
thi ngs, but we disagreed on that thing.

But he stated in such a way that he respected what | had
to say and he listened to me, and | did the same to him And
when we |left we were still friends.

| respect the opinion of the person who belongs to the
Sierra Club. And they have their opinion about what things
have to be, but when they cone here and they sit in the shoes
of the person who works for Potlatch Corporation, trying to
feed their famly, and the reality of it is, it's a concern of
that individual, whether it be a man or a wonman. And one of

her concerns has to be that sane thing.
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I do not work for Potlatch. | don't have any connection
toit, but I have a lot of friends there. W can't say because
we want this to happen, this is best, we can't disregard that.
It's still a true el enent.

Now wi || there be other jobs? Yes, there is. But first,
put yourselves in their shoes before you say how easy it is to
make a |iving doing sonething el se. Most the people saying
that, | believe, are not really putting thenselves in those
shoes.

Lastly, what | would Iike to say is that representing the
people for this area, you just about have to have been in the
area for a while. And if we bus in a bunch of people, that's
okay, but if you want to get the flavor, the politicians hold
the flavor for the area. Not everybody's opinion, but they

hold the flavor of the area. Appreciate all your time. Thank

you.
M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you, Mke, and we are ready for
Gr et chen.
MS. STEWART: | am Gretchen Stewart, and | just want to
say half hunorously, I'mnot really too intimdated by the

implication that only new information is relevant tonight.

I think a major crossroads throughout history, it wasn't
just new information that caused change, it was the next person
or the next snowflake, if you will, that fell on the branch

that finally nmade the branch brake.
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For many people this question of what to do about the
dans and the sal nbn seens to be nmainly an econonic one. | can
understand that, even though that is not the nost burning issue
for ne.

I think it is dangerous to reduce everything to economcs
and/or science, and | think just |ooking back in our own U.S.
hi story to the period of 1820 to 1860 m ght shed sone insight
on that. W nmight learn fromour past, ways of life and
systens that were in place that were threatened with change.

But | will address that econonic issue, that concern, and
would Iike to say many of us have conme to believe the true and
| asting econonic health for a particular place is found only
when the natural beauty of a place and the diversity of plants
and animal life of that place is protected.

Nowadays, the strongest long-termlocal and regiona
econonies are found in healthy and whole places to |ive.

That's what's desirable. Salnon living in rivers is a bag part
of making this place a healthy and whol e pl ace.

Wt hout healthy fish and healthy free-flowing rivers this
area will be a less desirable place to live and work. Qur part

of the Northwest will suffer economically with the sal non

gone.
' m convinced that breaching the four |ower Snake dans

will serve our best econonmic interest. And | point to -- this

is newinformation, | think -- Thonmas M chael Powers research
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and book called Lost Landscapes and Fail ed Econom es for
supporting facts and case studies.

But for me, of at |least equal inportance to the econom c
concerns are the spiritual and ethical issues. M Christian
faith, like many other faiths, celebrates both the Creator and
all creation. It does matter to nme that many parts of the
creation are being w ped out, |ost forever by human deci sions.
This is happening due to many well-intentioned actions in the
| east, as well as many shortsighted or selfish reasons. |
believe all the non-human parts of the natural world bel ong
here, as nmuch as | do.

Furthernore, | find no joy in a donesticated, unnatura
world without wild fish and animals. Sterile rivers are not
what God i ntended, because we now know about the harm we humans
have inflicted on the mghty fish and rivers.

We have an obligation to adnmit our past m stakes.
Grown-ups admt their mstakes and learn fromthem W need to
work quickly to restore the salnmon to their rightful place in
our regions' rivers.

And we al so have a | egal and noral and ethica
obligations to honor the laws and treaties. Skipping down
here. One sentence here: | would just |ike to imgine nyself
as a really older woman in the year 2025 or 2030 with my grown
grandchil dren on the banks of the Snake River, telling themthe

story of the salnopn that was witten in nmy lifetine.
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No matter how the rest of that story is witten from now
until then, | know | want to be able to answer them \What did
you do or say in those days, grandma? And | want to say, |
spoke and wor ked for maxi mum protection for the wild fish.
Thank you.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you, Gretchen. Next up is Steve
Watkins and after Steve is Heather Stout. And after Heather is
Jack Carpenter. All right, do we have Steve Watkins here?

Heat her Stout? G eat.

MS. STOUT: Hi. M nanme is Heather Stout. And before
get started this evening, | want you all to know, those el ected
officials that came and spoke this evening, | did not elect
them And | do not agree with them

My husband and | farmup on the hill, and we are
concerned about the future of the Salnon River and the Snake
River. The final decision on whether to breach the four dams
will greatly affect our livelihood. Both ny husband and | have
always tried to be good stewards of our |and and have taught
our children that we all nust take responsibility for our
actions. And that is why | cone to speak tonight.

What is our responsibility in this matter? Do we, the
human speci es, have the right, ethically, to condemm anot her
species to extinction? That's the crucial question this
eveni ng.

The tine the dans were built they served a purpose. They

Page 257



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

provi ded cheap electricity to this area. At that tinme they
were the right thing to do. W did not see the effect these
structures would have on our magnificent fish runs, but now we
do.

Six years ago in 1994 only one adult sockeye returned to
the Snake River Basin. Six years ago we knew that our origina
deci sion had been in error. W have an obligation to correct
that error. Saving our salnmon runs now are the right thing to
do.

Toni ght, and over the past nobnths and years, you and
have repeatedly been told that economcally this Valley and the
surroundi ng area cannot succeed w thout the dans; that we
cannot afford to change. How can we afford not to change!

Years ago southern cotton farners said they couldn't live
wi t hout slaves. They would go bankrupt. But slavery was
abol i shed. Changes were inplenented and cotton is stil
growi ng and harvested for a profit in the south.

The turn of the century, industrial barons said they
couldn't nake a profit w thout sweatshops using child |abor
Child | abor was wong, and changes were inplenented and profits
mar ched on.

Dans are also wong, and we can live without them Right
now we are in a technol ogical revolution that provides us with
many different alternatives. Alternatives that enable us to

hol d down our jobs, provide for our fanmlies, have a good
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quality of life while still enjoying the benefits of a
free-flowi ng river.

If we have the courage to march forward we will have a
sel f-renewi ng resource that will provide thousands of jobs in
tourism sport and comercial fishing, and a host of other
i ndustries.

On top of this, it will still |eave the Northwest with
the cheapest electricity in the nation. But we nust stand up
and demand a better quality of life for this area. W mnust
tell the commercial interests in the Valley and surrounding
areas that we can, and will, lead productive lives with a clean
free-flowing river.

Change is inevitable, but all of us can handle the
change. We nust do this for our children and their children's
children. The Iroquois nation believe that before a decision
is made, one nust consider how that decision will affect the
next seven generations. W nust do the same tonight.

We nust restore our river enabling both the sal non and
our comunities to both prosper and grow. Thank you very
nmuch.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you, Heather. Jack Carpenter, and
after Jack we have Chris Norden, and after Chris Norden we have
Joshua Burni m

MR, CARPENTER: Good evening. M nane is Jack

Carpenter. Thank you for the opportunity to conment on sal non
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in the Snake River dans this evening.

We need sal mon for our econony, for our children, and for
our way of life, as do the Native Americans. W prom sed they
woul d be able to catch fish forever. W signed treaties with
them | believe we are legally and norally obligated by those
treaties.

The vast mmjority of scientists agree that bypassing the
four | ower Snake River dans is essential for saving endangered
sal non and steel head. The wild fish need protection and
restoration of habitat throughout the Col unbia basin.

We nust restore the fish nunbers. Further delay is not
an option. W have a responsibility to care for our valuable
natural resources and recover salnon and steel head for our Kkids
and to fulfill our prom se to Native Anmericans.

Sorry, | don't have a magic bullet. | ask the Nationa
Marine Fisheries Service to recomend bypass of the four | ower
Snake River dams. We need to work together to restore the
habitat and to protect the fish. W can have a clean -- a
clean and thriving environnent and a strong econony without
having to choose one over the other, but we cannot have sal non
and danms. We nust choose sal non over danms for our future

I would like to close with these quotes: The bottomline
bi ol ogi cal conclusion is really a no brainer, for native fish
and wildlife a free-flowing river is better than a danmed

river. And that should be obvious to anyone, U.S. Fish and
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Wldlife Service, 1999. And the natural river option bypassing
dans is the only option that can provide recovery, |daho Fish
and Gane, 1998. Thank you.

M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you, Jack. [Is Chris here?

MR, NORDEN: Hi. | would like my coments to apply to

the Al -H Paper and EI'S and everything el se that you guys are

doi ng.

I live in Latah County, |daho. I work in Lew ston.
didn't arrive here fromthe big city. I'mnot rich. | didn't
cone on a bus. | wal ked here after an 11-hour workday. | got
here at 6:30, and | stuck it out. | want to speak

Sal non have been the cornerstone of this region's econony
for thousands of years. 1In the 19th Century the right to
harvest salnon in perpetuity was guaranteed to the Nez Perce
and other tribes in exchange for nmost of the |and which we now
consi der our resource base.

In a very real sense, this right to harvest sal non and
steel head is the fundanmental property right in this region
enshrined in treaties with the U S. Government dated to 1855
and affirnmed by the 1969 So Happy and 1974 Bolt deci sions.

I am an environnmentalist in the sense that | am an
American citizen demandi ng that the Federal Covernnent enforce
existing law, specifically the 1973 Endangered Speci es Act and
uphol di ng existing treaties with the region's Indian tribes.

| support Alternative 4, bypass the dans. W' ve already
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wasted literally billions of taxpayer dollars in failed barging
efforts, hatcheries, |adders, screens, and other gold plating.

This wasted noney will pale, however, in conparison to
the bill taxpayers will be required to foot, should we fail to
nmeet our treaty obligations with the Northwest tribes. Have to
pay damages and conpensation for |ost rights and resources.

In addition to deliberately allow ng extinction of the
sal mon by negl ecting the root problens, the danms thensel ves
woul d be unfavorably to the extrene.

Sal non represent not just a key food and protein source
for the original people of the Inland Northwest, but also
represent a key cultural and spiritual value as well

| suggest those making the final recommendation
fam liarize thenmselves with Dan Landeen and Pi nkham s book,

Sal non and Hi s People, Fishing in Nez Perce Culture, which was
publ i shed right here in Lew ston, |daho by Confluence Press.

Those are the biggest econom c stakes in preserving the
four | ower Snake danms. Happen also to be the npbst voca
critics of scientific evidence supportive of a pro-breaching
posi tion.

I would point out that nmost of our industry-funded
politicians left after giving their speeches. They,
apparently, did not want to hear their pro-breaching
constituents, and there were many of us.

These dans have only been in place for a little over 20
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years. |f we can put nman on the noon, build skyscrapers to the
stars, rehabilitate paralyzed spinal cord victins and bring
back life to the great l|akes, if we can do all these marvel ous
things, then surely we can bypass four new and relatively
unproductive hydro dans in order to prevent the extinction of
one of the nost valued and ecologically inportant species in
the entire nation.

A healthy intact ecosystemis this region's greatest
capital, certainly representing a greater ecological, cultural
and yes, econom c val ue over the |long-run than nonsustai nabl e
boom i ndustri es and the high wages that tenporarily give rise
to.

If there's anything -- if we've |learn anything during our
bri ef occupation of this part of the world it's that
technol ogi es and econonies are tenporary and that change is
i nevitable. Even business | eaders enbrace change. It is human
nature to do so

Are we prepared to tell our grandkids that we let the
sal nron go extinct because we were unwilling to change? No.

MS. WLLIAMS: Good. All right. |Is Joshua here? Al
right. How about Halalia? How about Chris Johnson?

UNKNOWN MALE: He's not here.

MS. WLLIAMS: Al right. 1Is A here? Al Poplawsky?
Robert Hof f mann?

MR.  HOFFMANN: I am Robert Hoffrmann, and | would like to
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t hank everybody on the Board up there for com ng, particularly
the representative fromthe Fish and WIldlife Service whose
col | eagues wrote the first two paragraphs of ny talk here.
received this press release yesterday. (Reading, parts
i naudi ble to the reporter.) First known reproduction of the
Pallid Sturgeon in the river in at |east 50 years has been
confirmed by the U.S. Fish and Wldlife biologists who point to
the startling discovery and evidence that the fish whose
ancestors date to the days of dinosaurs nmay have a better
chance of recovery than previously believed. This renarkable
news is nore than just testinmony to the need to conserve
habitat in order to pull an endangered species back fromthe
brink of extinction, Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbit
said. And it speaks eloquently for the need to restore sone
natural flows to rivers so they are nore than just dammed and
channeli zed fl ood control rapids exclusive to the fresh water
towards the sea

VWhen the Edwards Dam was renoved fromthe River in Mine
Atlantic sal nron were seen back in that stretch of river al nost
i medi ately. Wien we |left the big noney suddenly one of
American's nost endangered fish started spawning in nature once
agai n.

Peopl e who say there isn't any science to support dam
breaching to bring back endangered species hasn't studi ed other

exanples. In fact, nothing else seens to recover fish.
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I''ma nenber of Rocky Mountain El k Foundation, and one
thing the El k Foundation holds very true is that the nost
i mportant elenent for restoring elk is habitat.

I have been a menmber of the Nature Conservancy. Been a
vol unteer steward, and the nost inportant thing to say to the
endangered species is habitat. Ducks Unlimted, Trout
Unlimted, Pheasants Forever, it's all think habitat. And this
may be new to you.

This may be one of those things that all your science is
pointless if it doesn't think habitat. And you know what, if
those danms are on the river, the habitat is not there. You can
have 90 percent of the young fish surviving those danms. You
have can have 110 percent surviving the dans, but if you don't
have the habitat, that doesn't mamtter because they are just not
going to recover without it. That's why |I support Alternative
4 to tear up the damns.

M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you, Robert. |Is Hyla Dickson here?
How about Qoria Fischer? Sam Mace? Randy Vancycl e?

MR. VANCYCLE: Good evening. M nane is Randy Vancycl e.
I'"'mhere to represent two people who cannot be here with ne.
It's past their bedtine. They are nmy five-year-old daughters.

Those who wi sh to breach the dans are not considering the
real people, |ike ny daughters, who will be hurt by this. Are
sal non i nportant? Yes.

The dam breachers would |like us to believe that it is a
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fact that the dans kill 90 percent of all fish. It's not as a
theory. 1'Il give you a fact: Fishing kills fish. 1've been
there. | have seen it. The fish actually die when you pul
them out of the water. Here's another fact: Predators kil
fish, like the Caspian terns out at Rice Island. And why do
sea |lions hang out at the mouth of the Colunbia? Fishing is
great!

Over the years we as a country have nade remarkabl e
strides in saving endangered species fromextinction. The
conmon factor in our success is to reduce harvest. There is no
doubt the buffalo would be extinct now if we decided to
elimnate all farmng in the m dwest because it destroys the
buffalo's habitat. They still allow themto be hunted. That
is the kind of sense renoving the dans nmke.

Before we destroy the econony of an entire region on the
assunpti on of unproven theory, let's use tried and true nethods
and restrict the harvest to all and help reduce | osses due to
pr edat ors.

I've spent 14 years of ny life supporting and defending
the Constitution that allows people to neet and express Vviews
on issues like this. Thank you for allowing ne to exercise
that right. | ask you to take ny daughters, two beautiful
little five-year-olds, and do the right thing by them Choose
Alternative B. Thank you.

MS. WLLIAMS: Thank you, Randy. |Is Antone Hol mui st
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here? How about Johnny Fl och?

MR, FLOCH. Are you going to give ne a green when you are
ready? Okay. Good evening, |adies and gentlenen. M nane is
Johnny Floch. I'ma third generation here. M grandfather
homesteaded in this country up on the ten nmle, and there was
Chi nook spawning up there. And | got a great big speech here,
but it's not going to do any good because we got to conme to a
solution. That's what you right there General said.

Now M. Penny over here stated, |ook at the sal non on the
Yakima. |If I'mnot wong about year ago | watched a PBS show,
and it showed how they built a culvert up around that dam And
maybe |I'm wong here, but 161 mllion dollars, let's put sone
people to work and put them cul verts around.

And this fell ow over here tal king about habitat, he's
absolutely right. But why should the people of this Valley
right here have to suffer when the Federal Governnment put the
danms in that nobody in this building wanted in the first
pl ace?

When | was 17 years old | petitioned agai nst those dans,
door to door. Now |I'm here saying: Do not take sonething
out. You cannot |look in the past. You've got to go to the
future. So if they can do it on the Yakima, and if |I'm wong,
"Il stand corrected -- if they can do it on the Yakinma with
all the Engineers, the technology that we have today and the

peopl e that need jobs out here and dam good jobs they be, then
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let's build some culverts. And let's let themfish flow

And again, |'lIl say |'ve packed in every damn spot in
this blue nountain this is. There ain't a place | ain't put a
horse on or a footprint on. And | remenber when the sal non
were up on Wannaha and you couldn't even throw a |line out there
to catch your bobber, and it's extinct anynore. And the reason
is is because of the dans. | won't say it isn't, but don't
take our livelihood away that the Federal Governnent took
away. Do not breach those dans. Build them culverts. And put
sonme people to work, all these people!

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you, Johnny. |s Tom here? How
about Tony? Doug Litchfield?

MR. LI TCHFI ELD: Thank you for sticking with us tonight.
My nane is Doug Litchfield. 1've been a Valley resident for 47
years here. | just don't want -- | want to go on record
opposi ng the breaching of any of the | ower Snake River dans.

Al bert Einstein once said his nearest the best friend was
hi s garbage can. Many different groups can't seemto agree on
what theory m ght work best for these fish. Well, |I'mnot
willing to risk future enpl oynent on soneone's theory.

Let's not be rushed into this so-called fast fix. There
are other less costly solutions than breaching these dans.
Thank you for your tine.

MS. WLLIAMS: Keba Fitzgeral d?

MS. FI TZGERALD: M nane is Keba Fitzgerald, and | want
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to thank you for your conmtnment to hear our voices tonight and
staying for the | ong haul

I ama wildlife biologist and conservationi st ecol ogi st
who has worked throughout the Pacific Northwest on nunerous
endangered species projects within the |ast seven years. And
can't believe | get to witness this phenonenal tine where we
have this opportunity to really turn -- turn the world around
and really come back and protect the species and give it life
agai n.

We live in phenonmenal tines, and that we are finally
cour ageous enough to consider a project so bold as to breach
the four | ower Snake River dans. Bypassing these dans offers
our threatened endangered sal non species 80 to 99 percent
probability of recovery. And we have cone to realize that the
current practices of barging fish around the dans is not
working. It has not offered the sal non species a chance of
recovering fromthe brink of extinction.

The decline of the sal non equates to the | oss of a
preci ous synbol for the Northwest, the erosion of environnental
quality and serious economic loss for the region. W have
invested billions of dollars in salnmon recovery efforts for the
| ast 20 years, and these efforts have not been successful in
preventing a steady decline in the sal non popul ations.

It is excessively expensive to try to stinmulate nature.

These efforts have not worked, and it is tine to nove on to
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something that wll.

The Federal, State, Tribal industry and i ndependent
scientists all agree that partial renmoval of these danms is the
only way to save the salnon. And this is the best biologica
option for the fish.

Fish belong in the river, not in trucks, not in barges.
They belong in the river. Let nature take care of that.

Sal non are keystone species of the Northwest. |It's tine
for us to see sustaining the plants and ani mal s and ecosystem
of the humans by their very presence. They will do well only
if the ecological systens that they are a part of are working.
Technol ogy, no matter how ingenious it is, is no substitute for
a heal thy ecosystem

Salnmon will recover only to the extent that restore the
ecol ogical conditions in which the fish involved as a species.
We nust begin a critical |ook of healing our watersheds and
restoring the river ecosystens.

Col unbi a Basin's sal non recovery | egal obligation and a
duty of the United States under several Legislative acts and
treaties signed the basis of the American Indian tribes. The
Endanger ed Species Act provides that the endangered species,

i ke the Snake River salnon, be protected in their natura
habi t at .
MS. WLLIAMS: | need you to wap it up, please.

MS. FI TZGERALD: All right. M point is that we can have
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a clean and providing environment and strong economnmy w thout
having to choose one over the other. And this requires that we
act on the courage of our tines to restore the | ower Snake
River to the vibrant ecosystemit once was. Thank you.

MS. WLLIAMS: Thank you. 1Is Brett Flodin here? How
about Phil? How about Theresa Kunch? | can't read the next
name fromthe Potlatch Corporation? Okay. How about Pau
Si npson? How about Randy Hanmond? How about Lizabeth Edl und?

MS. EDLUND: |'mhere. Finally. M nanme is Lizabeth
Edlund, and | ama citizen of Idaho. | amalso a state
enpl oyee of |daho, but |I'm not speaking for Idaho. But | do
want to say | am a hard working, taxpaying, relatively
| aw- abi ding citizen. | did come down on a bus because ny
nmeager salary fromthe state | cannot afford ny own car

But | was born and raised here in the Pacific Northwest,
and | love it here. | was raised in single parent fanmly, and
| watched ny nother struggle to keep her family together while
her good paying job with a good conpany was replaced by a
conputer. So | certainly understand the struggles of hard
working famlies who are afraid of the changes that this could
possibly bring. But | also understand that hunans are
adapt abl e, and we adapted. And we are still here, and we stil
|l ove this area very deeply, ny entire famly.

I love the people here, the natural beauty. | |ove the

wildlife, and | believe that anybody who chooses to live here

Page 271



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

feels simlarly. And | believe that we all want to preserve
our ways of life and our region's natural beauty so that we can
take our children hiking and fishing and hunting and teach them
about the beauty of the places that we |ove.

And because of this | feel that four |ower Snake River
dans do not make sense. | feel that they do not nmke sense
ecologically or economically costing us vibrant fish runs as
wel |l as over three billion dollars in failed recovery
measures. That doesn't make sense. These dans don't meke
sense for the people of the Pacific Northwest either

They have destroyed our heritage, and they have deprived
future generations of a natural treasure. Future generations
that I work with every day. | amdedicated. | am dedicated to
the children, to our children, to your children, and the life
that they can have in this region.

This region, its ecosystens and the people who live here
need wild freely migrating sal non, but beyond that, this
region's ecosystens and people need wild free-flowing rivers.

And a point | would like to bring up | haven't heard
mentioned yet is regarding the silt. People worry about the
silt being washed down. Well, that silt is trapped because
it's supposed to go down river and the estuaries the sal non
need and the beaches of the coast are eroding severely.

What will happen when that silt is released? WII that

benefit those ecosystens that are downstreamthat here in |daho
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we don't have nmuch connection with? W don't see the ocean
But | know people who live out there, and the ecosystemthat
they I ove so dearly are being washed away into the sea because
our sedinments are not reaching them WII this help thenf
Because it is a connected system and nobody has nentioned
that. And | would like to see that discussed.

So, basically, I would like to sumrmari ze by asking you to
take action now to restore our natural heritage. Restore our
sal non, and restore our rivers. Bypass the dans. Thank you.

MS. WLLIAMS: Thank you. 1|s Greg Barnes here?

MR, BARNES: Hi. M nanme is Greg Barnes. |I'ma third
generation |dahoan. | have lived 40 years in this valley.
First, | guess, ny first thing to say, General, are you the one

in charge of this nmess?

GEN. STROCK: Sort of.

MR. BARNES: Well, being an ex-Marine, | know how t he
Arny operates. But this whole thing is screwed up because you
guys made sure you got the smallest venue you could. There was
2,000 people here tonight. There's only 400 seats and the
environnental i sts beat us com ng down here because we had to
work. We got to work for a living. |1've got to feed my kids.
| got to pay ny bills. Are they going to pay themfor nme? |
don't think so.

You know, you guys sit up there and say, well, yeah, we

are going to have this neeting no nmatter what, but what about
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the rest of the people that didn't get to come? | stuck it
out. | got to go to work in four hours. | have been up 20
hour s.

Now, you going to help me out |ater on when you guys pul
these dans out? | doubt it. Because it will be just like
everything el se around here. You're on your own, bud. Well
that's about all | got to say.

| just want to say | don't support pulling the dams out.
I don't support you guys for one thing. | think you guys are
all selling this country down the tubes. Thank you.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you. |Is Wayne Wod, Sr. here? How
about Tom Par kman?

MR. PARKMAN:  Woke me up. Okay, I'mgoing to go. Turn

on the green light. | am Tom Parkman. | am speaking directly
about dam breaching. | ama Valley resident, and | recreate
and fish in the local rivers. |f reducing or even stopping ny
fishing is necessary to benefit the fish, I"'mwlling to do
this. 1'mgoing to junp around a little bit.

I know the Corps are smart people. | know you've already
di scussed every issue that | will nmention, but I"'mgoing to
mention it anyway. | know the politics enter the fina
decision. As a sideline, | believe we are all related from one

seed, whether we are classified as Nez Perce, black or white.
That's not the issue. |It's what's the right decision.

I am a staunch environnentalist, not one blind the falls
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whoever happens to have a popular vote at the tine. | listen
to the facts and opinions available, and | use conmon sense to
reach a decision. And | ask the Corps to do the sanme thing.
ask they use their common sense. Stand up and support a good,
reasonabl e and fact-based deci sion.

At this time | say this because |'m al ways open to new
information. | am opposed to any proposal to renmpove the dans
fromthe Snake or Colunmbia Rivers. There is sinmply no facts
t hat show sal non recovery will be significantly inproved by
this action. There are facts that show that many people in the
i ndustry woul d be adversely affected. The word adversely packs
quite a wall op when you consider all the recreation, farmng
transportation, paper, power, flood control, many others too
nunerous to nmention in a short talk.

In fact, covering any one of these take weeks to cone
anywhere near understanding the negative effects brought about
by renoval of the dans.

I have heard people say that the governnent will mtigate
the financial inpacts of possible damrenoval. | have news for
you guys. We are the governnment. The government is not a
provi der. What you are basically saying is |I'mgoing to have
to help nyself. | already know that. You didn't have to tel
me that.

The renoval of these dams woul d be a huge ecol ogi ca

nm stake. There is no doubt that the ecol ogy of these river
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systens have changed since these dans were installed, as there
are changes that happen with any natural occurring event. The
unavoi dabl e fact is that nature has found a new bal ance and any
change may have unantici pated and possibly disastrous effects
on the systemas it now stands.

There are facts and statistics showi ng the neasurabl e
benefits of many sal non recovery methods. These include dam
nodi fi cations, hatcheries, barging, fishing linmtations, just
to name a few

There are no facts of neasurable benefits behind dam
renmoval only conflicting studies, estimtes, and educated and
many times uneducated guesses. Just one of the many negative
effects of damrenmoval would be the | oss of the clean, cheap
renewabl e power generated by these dans.

Thi s power woul d unnecessarily be generated by the only
viable method -- the only present viable nmethod which would be
nonrenewabl e fossil fuel: coal, oil, and gas. Nuclear power
has been forced out by governnment regulations. Danms are the
same way.

There are no new clean comrercially viable technol ogi es
to make up for our loss. These plants would spew out huge

amounts of additional air pollution and greenhouse aci ds which

will adversely affect our climate. They would also --
MS. WLLIAMS: | need you to wap it up, Tom
MR, PARKMAN:. Okay. |I'Il just summarize, then. In
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summary, | think we all believe that hel ping salnmon is a good
thing. There are nany known and probably many yet to be
di scovered nethods to aid us in doing this. Maybe get into
this with our government. Don't be | ead down a path with no
factual or guaranteed benefits, and so nany factual known
devastating effects to the environnent and to business and to
the economy which relates to we, the people. Thank you.

M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you. |s Don Spence here? How about
Gary McKenna? How about Eric Ewert? Going down the |ist.
Phil Brown? Jody Forgey? Elwin Hutchins? Left, okay. Paul
Hrt? Chris Cavanaugh? Carrol Lobotz? Bill Milligan? Eric

Jensen? Sara Ewert? Denise Metz? N ck Johnson? M ke Munden?

All right.

MR, MUNDEN: Yes. M nane is Mke Minden. | have |ived
inthis Valley all ny life. | was born and raised, and | live
here. | went to college for two years on the coast and cane
back. | ammarried. M lovely wife comes fromthe coast. She

was supported by tinber dollars in her education. M daughter
goes to school here at LC. She wi shes to be a counsel or and
wants to work with young kids which | can say is an honorabl e
prof ession and she is able to do that because she is supported
by tinmber dollars as well.

I'"'mnot going to bore you with |ots of statistics.
General, | can't say that 1'mgoing to cone at you with

anyt hi ng new because |I'm a passionate man. | |ove people, and
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I think what gets lost in all this is people.

I'"ve only heard one person here toni ght when he nentioned
the All-H, that there was no H there for humans being. Well, |
want sonebody to consider nme when they sit down in their office
back in Washi ngton, back in Boise, you know, over in Seattle,
wherever this is based on, and | want sonebody to really sit
down and think about the inpact that this will have on human
bei ngs when this is done.

If you' re going to make this kind of decision with the
stroke of a pen because it's sone kind of government regulation
then I'msorry, you need to renove yourself and find sone other

profession to be in because you are definitely inpacting human

bei ngs.

I cannot support dam breachi ng or augnmentati on because
can't take 49 mllion dollars, | believe, a year for 100 years
on sonething that mght help fish. |If we are going to do a

m ght, then take sone of the nmoney and please try to, you know,
prevent salnmon elimnation. But then, you know, for ne, take
the rest of the noney because | find the sanctity of human life
for nore precious than fish.

So take the noney and use it on Aids research, on cancer
research, on, you know, help for unwed nothers, for, you know,
al coholi sm and drug abuse. The sanctity of human life has to
ri se above fish

Sonmeone here earlier said: Do we have the right to
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elimnate a fish?

It's a magni ficent aninmal,

God no.

| don't want to elimnate a fish.

but when it conmes tine for that

t ough deci sion does saving that fish rise above the sanctity of

human |ife?

have the character

No, it does not. And that's when people have to

tough decision to say:

and the wherewi thal when it cones for that

have to save human bei ngs.

I have been out fishing. |'ve seen those sal non go

through the water. | have caught sonme salnmon. | have caught

many a steel head.

It's a wonderful experience, but why?

Because | spent that tine with another human bei ng when

caught it.

been able to shoot,

No fish | have ever caught, no animal that | have

ever given nme the thril

Seeing ny child warm

of

no bird I have been able to capture has

spending time with human beings.

Spending tinme with my dad when he had a

stroke and taking care of him Spending tine with my father

when he was actual ly dying.

Time with human beings, the sanctity of human life we

seemto have | ost when we nake these type of decisions.

Pl ease, when you go home and you spend tinme, | know for sone of

you in prayer,

time in contenplation,

human |ife.

rea

| want to save fish

list. Send nme what you want

want to get

rid of fish,

but

do not forget about human |ife. When you spend

qui ck, please do not forget about

Il will help you. M nane is on the

me to do. | will help. | do not

| also want to save human life.
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Thank you very mnuch.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you. |s Barney Metz here? How
about Uno Johnson?

MR. JOHNSON: My name is Uno Johnson. I"ma lifel ong
resident of the State of |daho, except for two years with the
mlitary in '52 and '54. | have a book here that says
Controversy, Conflict, Conprom se, the history of the |ower
Snake River Development. | wll read a few words fromit:
Attenpts to preserve the fishing resources began in 1877, not
1977. This is before the dans were here. There was a probl em
| ong before the dans were put in. Wen Washington territory
i nposed a sal non season on the Col unbia Oregon foll owed the
simlar regulations the next years.

Both states passed |aws regulating the type of gear
fishers could use, eventually outlawi ng fish wheels, traps and
screens. Concerns over the faith of the sal non and steel head
al so spawned a patchwork of conservation groups.

I amnot for renoving the dans at this present tine. |
may |ater on, if | feel the sal non cannot be saved by any ot her
means. But if you renpve the dans now you are going to have
one problem you're going to have the silt that goes down and
that will probably kill a lot of them |If it don't, you have
the wrong science.

The way they are doing in the forest now you can't drive

across the creek, you can't drive across the wet part because
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it will harmthe fish. They are putting in process a
regul ation that will inpose a $50,000 fine and a one-year j ai
sentence on the snmall tinmber owner.

Now this is not going to help the fish. [It's going to
change the ownership of the land in this part of the country.
And | didn't serve two years in the Arny for that. Thank you.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you. 1Is Lyle Maynard here?

MR. MAYNARD: Yes. Thank you. M name is Lyle Maynard,
and | live here in Lewiston. Wrk in Lewiston. And | would
like to associate ny remarks with those of M ke Miunden who
spoke el oquently for renmenmbering humans in this equation

I would Iike to go on record as being opposed to
breachi ng dams because that nature or that approach woul d not
al so be good for humans. It would be harnful to the human
bei ngs.

Even if you could convince nme that destroying dans gave
the sal mon their best chance, | would still reject it because
that nmeasure is not kind to humans. We nust find nmeasures that
will be good for humans. Fortunately, | believe there are sone
measures out there that would work.

Some peopl e have spoken about predation and human
harvest. It's amazing to ne that you have come before us
asking us to breach the dans, quit our jobs and put our
livelihoods at risk when we still take, harvest, capture fish

for endangered species. |It's the only endangered species that
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we can take. You shoot a bear, shoot a spotted ow you'll be
fined, maybe jailed. Here, we harvest the fish. W protect
the predators. W protect the terns. W protect the sea |lions
and the seals. W just allow themto feed away.

The National Marine Fisheries and | believe the Oregon
State University studies and ot hers have shown that the terns
and birds will eat up to 20 to 25 percent of the smolts. |If
there's 100 million snmolts running through our river systens,
that's 20, 25 mllion snolt that the birds are eating. If just
five percent of those could survive the ocean stay and return
to our river, you know, that's what, a mllion fish. Just that
al one, | doubt that we would even be neeting here tonight.

Nati onal Marine Fisheries said if we could elimnate ten
percent of the fish that are killed by sea lions and seals, we
coul d probably recover, you know, the spring sumer Chinook
run. |If we reduce the harvest of the fall Chinook by 50
percent, according to the National Marine Fisheries Service, we
coul d probably recover that run.

I would encourage you to try everything you could to get
Congress to give you a |legal take permt on these creatures to
put a bounty on them W do that with northern pike now  Just
need to put a bounty on other predators. And let's give that a
try, and then cone back and we'll tal k about breaching later if
that doesn't work. But it seens to nme that would be a comon

sense solution to try before we ask people to risk their

Page 282



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

livelihoods and their econom c social welfare. Thanks very

much.
M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you. |s Richard Langstaff here?
MR. LANGSTAFF: | appreciate this opportunity to address
your assenbly. | think that it bears -- that we need to bear

in mnd what we are seeing is the results of causes and
conditions that were sanctioned by a culture which, for better
or worse, over the period of our history has done pretty nuch
what we want to at the expense of anything that gets in our
way.

And even if we do end up with data -- | see data conming
fromboth sides, and a lot of it very convincing. But when we
get down to it, whether the danms are breached or not there is a
cultural -- a pattern of cultural resource exploration that
needs to be addressed and needs to be shifted to a nore
sust ai nabl e neans of extracting what we need to live.

As a civilization United States of Anmerica has |led the
world in industrial devel opnent. That very spirit we put out
there, the fossil fuel subsidy to produce agricultural products
to expect the resources including fisheries has been used to
desecrate fisheries around the world, and those people are
com ng and plundering our fisheries today.

VWhet her it's dans, | don't know. But there are an awfu
| ot of foreign fleets off our shores, and | see billions of

dol | ars being spent down on the southern border of the United
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States to stop immgrant |aborers fromtaking jobs that
Ameri cans won't do.

But there's very little that's being done to stop the
pl undering of resource which we treasure not as our persona
property, but the fact that we should protect it. These
bei ngs, for lack of a better anal ogy, are American citizens,
and we enjoy the fruits there. And the people we have is al so
t he Canadi ans, other people on our shores, not people comng in
from2,000 nmles away add a huge fossil fuel subsidy, | m ght
add, plunder this resource and take it back over.

If we endeavor to help these societies sustain --
establish a sustai nabl e aquaculture that nake it nore
econom cally feasible for themto stay in their own waters and
farm what they need, we know the ocean is the next exploding
cornucopia as it were. | nean, if people would eat krill we'd
probably have enough for everybody's full

To the econonic factors, the governnent didn't address it
when they started going for cutting back on tinber harvest.
There wasn't enough effort, and they are trying to get people
into other ways of pursuing a living. It isn't going to be
easy, but the fact is the pattern has to change. The pattern
wi Il change. It changed from when the dans went in to now.
It's going to change from now until the sal non are gone or
they're restored. But it's up to us, the citizens, to put

t oget her the nost coherent picture we can and nmake deci si ons
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that, nuch like the Iroquois nation, nmake a decision -- when
they made a decision to council five nations they thought that
they had to be cul pable for their decision to the 7th
generation in the future.

That's sustainable, and we can reach out to the rest of
the world and show them how civilization can go from bei ng an
exploiter to get to where they are at, to nmaybe showi ng them
ways that they can sustainably devel op their counties.

What we are doing here is going to set a precedent
because these other systens that follow us in building dam
systens are going to be confronted with very sinmlar problens.
Sorry to run over a little bit, but the fact is we can set
precedent on how t hese probl ems can be handl ed. Thank you very
much for your tine.

MS. WLLIAMS: Thank you. |Is Paula El skanp here?

MS. ELSKAMP: My nane is Paul a El skanp, and | have been a
resident of this Valley for pretty much my entire life. |
begin, |like everybody else, | really thank you for your tine.
And you have ny deepest synpathy for your situation and the
hours you are putting in.

I just want to go on record as saying that | oppose the
breachi ng of the dans, and | oppose Alternative 4. | believe
that in making this decision to spend alnobst a billion dollars,
if the facts that | was given are correct, which are

di sputable, | suppose, by anyone. You know, that's a huge
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anount of noney, and that decision can't be nmade and can't be
taken any |ighter than any corporation in Anerica who woul d be
spendi ng that kind of noney on a capital project.

VWhen you make an investnent of that kind you will get
three main things: The first thing that you is you nmake sure
you' ve exhausted all the ginmes. By elimnating all those
things that are really easy to do that are low risk and that
wi || have a possible inmpact quickly. Have you really done
t hat ?

| nmean, | agree with sone of the comments that were
made. You know, we are in a technol ogical revolution. W have
enornous capabilities. W can send people to the moon. Are
you telling me we can't have danms and have sal non at the sane
time? You know. |'m astounded that argunent has been used to
say that we can survive as people if we breach the dans because
we have the technol ogy we can find alternative nmethods to
transport our goods. | agree, but can't we also have a dam and
al so have a salnon too? | believe we can find a way.

The second thing that you need to consider, obviously, is
in the benefit. What is the benefit of what it is we are
proposing to do relative to breaching the dans? You know, |
wal ked around and |istened to now four hours of people going
back and fourth. And | agree with -- I'mgoing to plagiarize
this gentleman's coments. Probably poorly. [If | do, |

apol ogi ze. But he basically said scientist have becone sl aves
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for our enptions and our personal preferences, and | believe
t hat .
Anot her thing, you can | ook at the science any way you

want. You can say that it's for or it's against, and | don't

know. | really don't at this point, you know. After |istening
to everybody and after talking to people, | don't really know
But |I'm not convinced that it is there. To spend a billion

dollars | want to be convinced that it is there, and it is
goi ng to do sonet hi ng.

The third thing you have to do is look at the risk. |
won't talk about the risk. You know what the risk is. You
know what the inpact is on transportation. You know what the
i npact is on people's lives and you know what the inpact is on

t he sal non.

You know, | want to nake it very clear that |'m an
environnentalist, and | believe that. You know, | care very
much about the environment. | care very nmuch about what
happens to our habitat. | love the environnment as nuch as
anybody. | would give anything to be able to spend ny |ife out
in the forest, just that. | would love to do that. The

serenity and the solitude that it provides. But, you know, |
think that sonetinmes we believe that we can turn the world to
where it was before we came here. And we can't do that because
we are here, and we are going to have an inpact. But we have

to mninmze that inpact.

Page 287



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| believe we can do that, and | believe we have the
technology to do it. | believe we can have both the dans and
we can have sal non recovery. So let's take the one nmillion
dollars and let's put it on that. And let's get sone people to
really solve that problem

MS. WLLIAMS: Thank you. |Is Ann WIllians here? How
about Bill Daily? | absolutely can't read this. | apol ogize.
Somebody from Potl atch, and the phone nunmber is 208-743-5626.
Does that ring a bell? You'll call then? Thank you. |[Is Anna
Sherwood here? How about Jerry Wschneier? Bill Slenp?

MR, SLEMP: Right here. First off, | would Iike to say
you guys have been great sitting here and going through the
pros and cons of this whole debate.

Next, | don't work for Potlatch. | don't have anything
to do with sports, but | can't inmgine that you want to rip the
dans out. It seenms ammzing to nme that if we have the
technol ogy to put man in space and have him survive in space,
that we can't work sonething to get the fish to survive with
the dans. | don't know. That's about all | have to say.
Thank you.

M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you. |s Raynelle George here? How
about Bayl es Brancher, Sr.? Senator MLaughlin? Dale Berg?
Wayne Myers? Tim Cavileer? Are you Tinf

MR. CAVI LEER:  Yes.

MS. WLLIAMS: Ckay. Great.
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MR. CAVI LEER: Thank you. M nane is Tim Cavileer, and
speak only for nyself. And | am here for selfish reasons. W
day started by delivering two of nmy daughters to school and
then go to work and cone back. And | have to deliver a third
one to preschool. Pick her up. Go back to work. Do sone nore
stuff. Work until about 6:00, and then get down here about
8:30. So | appreciate your being here and also listening to ny
testi nony.

I would like to say that | ama part of this comunity.
Il work. | play. | pay taxes, and | support my community. |
am here, and | have stayed |ate because | think it's
important. And | want to go on record saying that | support
breachi ng the danms and recovering the sal non and steel head.

I'"'ma research scientist. | give ny life, nmy tine, ny
efforts in support of the ag-comunity. Science, | know from
experience, can say whatever you want it to say, and so | won't
bore you with scientific details. You probably have had enough
of that already.

| wite grants. | do research. | nmke bigger and better
and healthier peas and lentils for the ag-community. Every
year | wonder whether 1'Il have a job for the next year. So
know job insecurity. | also know that it can depend on the
fickle nature of the politicians and conmpdity groups.

However, | do want to say that | support breaching the

dans and recovering the sal non.
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I"'malso a fisher, politically correct. A husband, a
father. Have three daughters, one that has a severe
disability. Five years ago | stood in a roomup at St. Joe
Medi cal Center wondering whether she was going to live or die.
| | ooked out on the community or on the | andscape, and | just
tried to imagine what |ife would be like. And | just tried to
relax and to get ny mnd off of the crisis at hand. And
really couldn't.

It wasn't until about two weeks later that -- after | had
rel eased ny third fish kneeling in a streamthat | realized
that the fish, the streans were connected, and that they were
my support group. And so, to you, | would say | don't want to
| ose that support group. | don't want to | ose that therapeutic
effect. And | amhere for selfish reasons: ny sanity, ny
therapy, mnmy restoration, and ny support group again.

So, with that | would |ike to say that | support
breachi ng the dans and al so restoring the salnmon and steel head
runs. Thank you.

MS. WLLIAMS: Thank you. How s everybody doi ng? Okay?
As you can tell we are kind of going through this kind of
qui ckly so we are definitely going to get to everyone pretty
soon. We are down to about five people now So, well done for
sticking with us. |Is Roy Kinder here?

MR, KINDER: M nane is Roy Kinder, and | am al so an

endangered species. But | got the history to prove it. About
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six years ago | got a letter fromLarry LaRocco. And | wote
this letter to himand | want to read it to you.

| have been here 12 years, | feel, anyway. | was raised
in Womi ng. Spent four years in the Navy, two and a half years
in Vietnam one and a half years on Kodiak Island in Al aska. |
know about sal non there, but that's not the point. The point
is the people.

| graduated fromthe University of Wom ng. | went back
on the @ Bill. | got an education. | went to teach school
and | was not a good teacher. Two years later | was in a
little town called Dubois, Wom ng. That town had -- you could
teach school, you could work at the grocery store or you could

work in the local cannery. That started, the tinber died.

| left the tinmber industry. | went down to the boon ng
uraniumindustry. Three MIle Island happened. | noved from
the uraniumindustry to the oil industry, about the tinme OPEC
was in their biggest days. You will remenber that.

Three years later the oil industry died. | see |I'm going
to have to hurry. When the oil industry died, | started

| ooking. My brother-in-lawtold nme, well, why don't you go buy
a job. | bought a shop in Lew ston, |daho where I -- a welding
shop. That welding shop | was in for ten years.

I am here, and | want to read this |last statenent. | had
to go through this very quickly, but I want to read the | ast

statement. This is what | wote to Larry LaRocco at the tine:

Page 291



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| love the western way of life, but we nust use the natura
resources available. W nmust not abuse our forest, our

m nerals and our water. Water is our greatest source of cheap
energy. Qur dams and energy, irrigation they provi de have nmade
the Northwest food production the envy of the world. W cannot
flush into the sea the fish. |If in doing so we |ose jobs and
the incone and our very way of life.

MS. WLLIAMS: | need you to wap it up.

MR, KINDER: Ckay. |'ve got just a little bit. | know
that fromthe tine | spent in the wild and beautiful deserts of
Wom ng and |Idaho that we will niss very much, but | also know
that we nust nove on to bring back the grizzly and the wolf and
the buffalo would be great. But we nust |earn to nmourn the
| oss as the Indians mourned the | oss of the buffalo on the
Great Plains. W nust nove into the future with greater care
than we have in the past, but we cannot |ook back. | wll not
keep -- | will not keep going down.

MS. WLLIAMS: Thank you.

MR, KINDER: Qur jobs are inportant to save those dans.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you.

COURT REPORTER: Can | change paper, please?

MS. W LLIAMS: Ckay. Next one coming up is Dick Wl ker
is he here? How about Terry Frank? How about Al an Prout? Al
right. How about Steve Paul son? As soon as we get the paper

changed we' || be ready.
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MR. PAULSON: |'m Steve Paul son. |'m a board nmenber of
the Friends of Clearwater. | would like to thank you for this
opportunity to speak. |If | get the opportunity, I'll be able
to tell ny grandkids that | spoke for natural ecosystens, fish,
and natural rivers.

| just got off work a little bit ago. Have to work again
tomorrow. |'ma 4th generation |Idahoan. M ancestors taught
me to respect people, different ideas, fish and animals.

When | was young we couldn't inagine there would be a day
like this when there were no fish in the river. They are an
i mportant part of our lives. | haven't caught a Chinook in ten
years. Probably about seven years on a steel head.

The industry took that away fromme. Took it away from
ny famly. Took it away fromny children and grandkids. Drift
nets, the dans, the logging and the grazing. |If there's only
the best opportunity to bring that back is to renove the dans,
I"'mtotally in favor of taking all those danms up.

I think that that's probably not going to be enough
though. | think probably realistically you should consider
taki ng out at |east Browning, Dworshak, and Tuskal uska because
those dams -- we built nmore fish |adders and a trenendous
anount of habitat behind those dans. Probably needs to be
rehabilitated, too

I think that the ocean harvest should be severely limted

and the habitat, the spawni ng habitat, needs to be put back in
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order. The gravel needs to be back there. The tenperature
needs to be there. And | would like to point out that's going
to take a lot of jobs. There's going to be a |lot of jobs nmade
by that. | don't see any loss in things to do for people
around here just because we don't have dams. The people are
adaptable. The fish aren't. Thanks a |ot.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you. Rich?

MR. EAGLESTON: M nane is Rich Eagl eston, and

appreci ate you being here. However, I'mnot quite as
synpathetic as sone of the people nentioned. | presunme you are
doi ng sonmething you love. | think the problemis still on the
payrolls. It can't be too bad.

Two things: One, |I'msure has been addressed by the

various biologists, and | haven't been able to follow the
techni ques used with nmoving the snolts down the river. But if
a sanme barge has not been enployed it would assimlate nore of
a natural environnent of the fish and nove them nore quickly
wi t hout the confines of the regular steal barge that may assi st
some of the efforts.

| amactually trying to not -- | understand you are not
here to give votes to the people pros and cons and | ooking for
suggestions. One suggestion | would have, it seems that npst
of the concern fromthe individuals certainly in this comunity
is with regard to what will happen. How will things be

mtigated. And it appears that the dollars spent in the
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previ ous studies haven't specifically addressed that.

I think in order to address that, | think individua
i ndustries in this conmunity and others affected, and even
i ndi vidual people that if they don't feel they fit a particular
i ndustry, if I don't feel I"'mpart of Potlatch or |I'm part of
Lewi ston Grain Growers or whatever, should actually put
together a study of what do | think it will cost ne,
particularly, specifically, in how many dollars, how many
years.

And when those nunbers are on the table, then we can
start to make decisions about can we do it, is it smart to do
it. But a lot of nunbers are thrown out. | agree with
everybody who says, whose scientists are you going to follow,
whose nunbers are you going to follow | don't think that's
the way to go, but specifically go to the individual industries
and individual people. Find out how much it costs. Wat they
project it will cost, and use that as your starting point.
Thank you.

MS. WLLIAMS: Ceneral ?

GEN. STROCK: Do any of the panel nenbers want to say
anything? Bill, you haven't had a chance to say anything about
Fish and Wldlife or BPA or --

MS. WLLIAMS: Do you have a question? Do you want to
tal k?

MR. FOUSE: "Il listen first.
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GEN. STROCK: Go ahead. |'mgoing to say goodnight.

MS. WLLIAMS: Can you give ne your nane?

MR. FOUSE: Yes. M nane is Robert Fouse. |'ma native
son of Asotin County. |'ve spent a large part of ny |life not
living in this county, but I was raised along this river. And
I have returned to it, and there is sonme things that bother ne
about what's going on here.

I was kind of raised with some conmon sense, and | think
we have lost it. | was catching on television two days ago on
PBS they were telling us we are going to get 10,000 jobs
created once the sal non cane back

Coupl e days before that | was reading in the paper that
says people in the City of Portland greatly support renoval of
the dans on the | ower Snake River. Never said they supported
renovi ng Bonneville Dam or the John Day or The Dalles or the
McNary or the Grand Coul ee. They are tal ki ng about these
l[ittle dams down here on the Snake.

30 years ago alnost this nonth I was president of the
Cl arkston Jr. Chanber of Commerce, and | held several public
foruns here and pleaded with the people in this town not to
all ow the Corps of Engineers to build Lower Granite Dam  Not
because of the dam not because of the reservoir, but the
i mpact that this would have on this conmunity in the future.

You've | ost the town of Asotin. Lost a |lot of our

property and our hones along this river. This is what we have
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now. Now we are being asked to drain this reservoir and turn

what was once our honmes into a nuddy silt bank that's going to
create a great ecol ogical disaster with no proof of what it is
going to do with the sal non.

And, yes, | have seen the cycle of the salnon. Raised
al ong the Grande Ronde and Snake River. | can renenber in the
'50s when there were salnon and as the dans in the Col unbia
were built they dwi ndled. They dw ndl ed not when the danms in
the Snake were built, they dwindled with the dans in the
Col unbia were built.

We have -- as everybody has nentioned, the sal non on the
plates in the restaurant and everybody's freezer, if you want
to do sonething for the salnon, let's use some compnh sense
We put a man on the nmoon in '68. W can figure out how to get
sal nron around these dans. | support that these dans stay.
Thank you.

M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you. Do you want to |et however
nore people --

GEN. STROCK: Yeah. How many nore people want to speak?
Sure. | think we can have a coupl e nore.

MS. WLLIAMS: Can you give ne your nane, please, as you

step up.

MR, FESCHER. My nane is Dirk Fescher. | live in
Lewi ston, ldaho. M bias will be pretty obvious. [|'man ag
exporter. | ship especially crops out of here, but | have two
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comments to the group that | think are maybe a little different
t han what sone ot her peopl e have said.

Industry in this area has been in |inmbo since this topic
came up about ten years ago. We've tal ked about economc
i mpact. We've had econom c i npact because we do not invest in
this community in infrastructure until this issue is settled.

So, | get real enotional about this, but | would really
like each of you to try and streamine this process and to
reach a decision and tell us where we are headed.

We all have opinions. I'mnot a scientist. |'mnot a
biologist. | love fishing. That's why I |ive here, but | also
need to make a living and until we solve this, we can't
proceed.

I would also |like everybody around this issue to be
honest with their objective. | nean, so if their objective is
to put salnon in Jackson Hole Wionming, then say it. |If their
objective is to have salnon cone all the way back into Montana,
then say it. |If their objective is to leave it as it is, and
don't worry about the fish, say it because we've wasted a | ot
of tine so far. We haven't saved any fish, and we haven't
built the jobs we might have in this conmunity because of
fish. Thanks.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you. Your nane, please?

MR, DALE: Do | get a green light? H . M nane is Brian

Dale. | speak for nyself. | didn't really have any prepared
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comments tonight. But | got your book, and it confused ne
somewhat. So nmaybe I'Il just use it tonight.

As | read through the book and a friend of mne paging
through it and listening to people talk here, it was
interesting because -- it's interesting how we were confused,
and maybe |'Il read a bit here. Says turbines: Sone juvenile
fish may enter the intake openings of the powerhouse, nove with
wat er through the turbines and exit on the other side. The
fish may experience trauma from pressure changes, turbul ent
wat er conditions, or striking the machinery; however, about 90
to 95 percent of the fish entering the turbines survive past
the dam So what's the problen?

Then | moved on through. Obviously | didn't have a very

good handle on the situation so | used your book. So, | wll
take at look at the four alternatives thing, that will help
me. And | | ooked at that, and | said, well, Alternative 1 -

Exi sting Conditions, and it says, Action: No reservoir
drawdowns; no maj or changes to fish passage systens. Effects:
Slight reduction in extinction risks for |isted stocks. That's
not very good. So | went to No. 2. That's got to be better

Maxi mum Transport, it says: No reservoir drawdowns,
maxi m zation of juvenile fish transport. Slight reduction in
extinction risks. That doesn't sound very good to ne, so |
noved on down.

Maj or System | nprovenents. Sonebody's got nore noney
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here. No reservoir drawdowns; installation of surface
collectors; optimzed voluntary spill. And again, a slight
reduction in extinction risks.

I guess the last one is going to be to some benefit to
hel p us. Dam breaching. That one's going to have sone neani ng
after | read it, | figured. Renopval of dam enbanknent, here we
go, elimnation of reservoirs; shut down of navigation | ock
bunch of stuff. So I figured, by God, we are going to get
somewhere. Mderate reduction in extinction risks for fal
Chi nook and steel head, slight reduction in extinction risks for
spring summer Chinook. Sounds |ike four ideas that don't do
it.

So | nmoved on to. Something is wong here. So | | ook
now, and | said, well, here, this one, page 22, CRl analysis
suggests that this alternative is likely to be sufficient for
recovery of fall Chinook and steel head, but only if the
survival bel ow Bonneville Dam as result of this action
i ncreases by at | east 20 percent.

So | guess ny point that | am naking by readi ng through
all this stuff is that it's really -- obviously, this ain't
conplete, and the whole thing isn't considered here because
let's look a little further. W'Il go to Effects on Vegetation
and Wldlife and tal k about and nake people that have nentioned
the problemwith silting on the sidewal k. Well, we all know

what's going to happen.
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MS. WLLIAMS: Brian, | need you to wap it up.

MR, DALE: All right. Star thistle is my concern. Heck
of a problemw th star thistle. W haven't been able to get
rid of it, and we never will. Thank you for your tinme.

MS. W LLIAMS: Thank you.

GEN. STROCK: By the way, the fellow back there, raise
your hand, Greg, that guy can answer all your questions right
back there. Listen, | want to thank a nunber of people here:
the noderator, Stacey. Kristi Evans, | think this is the rea
hero toni ght over here. (Applause.) She signed up for a
10: 30, and she's been thriving on here. She m ght be one of
the Marines we were | ooking for earlier. She is actually
catching every word that's been said tonight.

I was actually sitting up here thinking about the L. A
Ranms noving to St. Louis. She has really been wonderful, so
thank you very rmuch. And ny fellow panel nenbers, | really
appreciate you all being here and hel ping this process.

But nost of all for you people, | want to sort of retract
something | said earlier because | really feel we cane back in
that |ast session. | kind of danmpened sone things here, and
this has three purposes as we started out:

One is to pick up new stuff we mght have missed in our
study. That's a piece of it. The other is to clarify your
questions, and the third is to hear your views and listen to

you. That is a very inportant elenment of this thing to
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understand your values, in addition to the little hard bits of
science. So, | really did overstate that.

| just want to make sure that everybody that was
concerned about the people's voices being heard here, that we
have different ways of looking at it and considering all the
input. So if | did danpen anybody's passion or gave the
i mpression we're not really listening to what you are sayi ng,
we really are.

The | ast point, we are not here to answer questions and
all that stuff in this process, but the business of the 95
percent, if you get 95 percent through one dam 95 percent of
those through the second, 95 and so on, you'll be down to 60
percent by the tine you get through eight dams. So that's how
that works. And we don't have a conclusion there, and the
answer, slight and noderate results shows us, we think, that
there is no silver bullet. Dans alone will not do this. |It's
got to be habitat. |It's got to be harvest and hatcheries.
They are conponents of all these things.

UNKNOWN MALE: | agree, but your book doesn't say much
nore than the four options.

GEN. STROCK: That's because we were stuck at -- we were
supposed to figure out passages through the hydrosystem as the
passage. This is where it comes in, the All-H Paper
(Unknown | aughing.) That's why we are doing this process, and

that's why | really wel cone having the All-H Paper here to set
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the context. This really, | think, is where that passion and
your opinion and val ues cone in because what this is going to
take, the All-H Process, is a nix of all those nmeasures.

And we are getting a sense tonight on just how far you
are willing to go in each of these things because they are al
going to be a bit painful. W know what profit fol ks think
about harvest limtation. W know what you nonprofit folks
t hi nk about harvest limtation. So we are beginning to frane
sort of a sense of the possibilities here as we search
different people's lives all this franework. So, everything
that was said tonight is very, very, valuable to us.

UNKNOWN MALE: In terns of your final reconmendation are
you going to be able to and are you allowed to and then
secondly, are you willing to make, if you see that this is the
appropriate thing to do, nmake a recommendation for the kind of
econonmic nmitigation if you choose an option, either breaching
or sonething else, what it's going to cost this region?

I mean, would you be willing to go out on a linb and say,
really, this region needs mtigation to the point where there's
no net |oss of jobs, and that those jobs that do nmake a
transition fromone thing to another stay at a certain wage
| evel, living wage or thereabouts?

GEN. STROCK: | don't know how specific we can get on
that. Greg, do we have a nechani sm when we send our

recommendati on over to Congress do we propose a nitigation

Page 303



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

package or do we | et Congress sort of let that |ight cone on?

UNKNOWN MALE: | don't know if anybody can hear ne, but

UNKNOWN FEMALE: M crophone pl ease. M crophone! Pl ease
use the m crophone!

GEN. STROCK: Pl ease use the m crophone, we couldn't hear
you.

GREG That's been an issue, and we tried to address that
froma very conceptual level in the EIS. There's 4300 pages
and a lot of effects on all kinds of different resources and
users of the system So what we tried to do, for this draft
EI'S, is capture the conceptual econom c nitigations and maybe
nore appropriately econom c conpensati on nmeasures that could be
applied. [It's drawn out and recomended as the preferred
alternative. W would like to go a little bit further and dive
into sone of the conceptual ideas and neasures in a little nore
dept h.

But I'Il tell you right now, we have no authority to
i mpl enent any of those kind of things. That will have to cone
from Congress.

UNKNOWN MALE: And the other quick point | would like to
make woul d sinply be, replacement transportation system both
passenger and commercial where a couple of people have spoke
earlier this evening along the lines that really what woul d

suit this region would be no net loss in ternms of cost to
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commerci al shipper in terns of sophistication of the system
You know, | could inmagine high speed rail as an
alternative, but it will only sell in this region provided it
represents no net loss to the comercial shippers existing --
GEN. STROCK: The goal of both the EIS and the All-H
Paper, one of the sacred goals of the All-His to mninze the
i rppacts on the humans in this area. So, we first try to

m nimze the inpacts. |I'mcertain that whatever studies we

take, as they do have inpacts, there's going to be a trenendous

nove to mitigate those people who suffer as a result of that.

I think that will be a conponent of what the alternate sol ution

is.

UNKNOAN MALE: (I naudi bl e coments fromthe back of the
room)

COURT REPORTER: Excuse ne --

UNKNOWN MALE: (I naudi bl e.)

COURT REPORTER: None of that was on the record.

GEN. STROCK: Listen, I think for the benefit of our
court reporter, we better let her get some rest. Personally,
have to stick around and talk to you guys. | don't want to
speak for ny fellows here, but if anyone wants to talk to ne
one-on-one, | amcertainly up here. Thank you again very nuch
for conplying with this process.

(Wher eupon the comment session ended at 12:30 a.m)
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I, KRISTI LYNN EVANS, CSR NO. 661, Certified Shorthand
Reporter, certifies;

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were reported
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