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MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG I've got
Davi d Benton speaki ng on behalf of the Governor, and
Al'l en GCsterman, fromthe House, and Liz Kabrara on
behal f of southeast |egislators.
So David, if you could come up first,
foll owed by Allen, followed by Liz.
MR. DAVI D BENTON: Thank you, M.
Chai rman, and Larry, welcone back to Alaska. M nane
is David I. Benton, Deputy Comm ssioner for the Al aska
Departnment of Fish and Gane. | also serve as Alaska's
Paci fic Sal ron Commi ssioner and have interacted with
Larry in many ways over the course of several years in
t hat .
And | am here to read a statenment by
Governor Knowes. This is | think in response to both

papers and to all the agencies.

Wth that, | would Iike to read the
Governor's statement. | think | can do it within the
time.

First off, I want to welcone the federa

agenci es responsible for restoring the sal non of the
Pacific Northwest to Al aska and thank you for hol ding
hearings in our four southeast comunities.

The deci si ons you nmke have profound

effects on Alaska fishing fanmilies and all who care
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about the future of Pacific sal non.

Five years ago | testified in Ketchi kan on
the proposed recovery plan for Snake River salnmon. At
that time | expressed concerns about the federa
governnment's use of the Endangered Species Act to
restrict the Alaska harvest wi thout any neasurable
gain for Snake River fall Chinook.

| al so expressed concerns about the m suse
of the Endangered Species Act as a political and
econom ¢ weapon, rather than as a critical tool for
maki ng sound bi ol ogi cal decisions. These concerns
remai n today.

Since that date five years ago fisheries
have continued to be restricted, while salnmon in the
Col unbi a River basin have continued to decline. And
now after further decreases in harvest and a new
abundance- based managenent reginme, put in place by the
1999 Pacific Salnon Treaty agreenents the federa
government is discussing further 50 to 75 percent
reductions in ocean fisheries, and we take that to
mean sout heast Al aska.

Further fishing reductions in Al aska are
not a viable, science based option. Such reductions
al one cannot recover the Snake River fall Chinook, and

do absolutely nothing to assist with recovery of the
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spring sumrer Chi nook. They woul d, however, deal a
death blow to our coastal communities.

Al so over these same |ast five years we
have been engaged in very controversial negotiations
for the Pacific Salnmon Treaty to devel op the neans to
protect and restore these stocks.

These new agreenents include provisions to
restore sal non habitat and assure safe passage of
sal ron to spawni ng grounds.

These groundbreaki ng provisions of the
treaty were what agreed to by the United States and
Canada, precisely because of a recognition that
fisheries restrictions alone will not recover these
speci es and these stocks of sal non.

It is no surprise that many Col unbia and
Snake River sal non popul ations are in trouble, and
that some are listed as threatened or endangered. The
sad truth is that the NMFS now believes Snake River
chi nook salnon migrating to the sea, are safer in a
barge or trucks than they are in the river.

If there is a comritnment to restore sal non
in the rivers, Pacific Northwest, the only viable
scientific option is to restore the rivers of the
Northwest to natural condition. That is the only way

to assure recovery of these stocks and it is the only
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option that satisfies the requirenments of the new
Paci fic Sal non Treaty agreenents on habitat and safe
passage.

We recognize this is no small chall enge for
the nation and the Northwest. The Col unbi a and Snake
Ri vers have becone a virtual killing field for sal non.
The NWFS all ows federal dans to kill an estimted 62
to 99 percent of the juvenile Snake River fal
Chi nook. Nearly 40 percent of the adult.

Oregon biologists estimate the dans are
responsi ble for up to 90 percent of the tota
nortality. And Al aska biol ogists note 70 percent of
the river mles between the ocean and the spawni ng
grounds for these fish have been converted to
reservoirs.

Al t hough fishing is not the problem
fi shermen have already paid a high price through
harvest reductions over the years. The Al aska
Department of Fish and Gane studi es show that between
1988 and 1997 before the new treaty took effect,
harvest-caused nortality had decreased significantly
from about 74 to 22 percent of the adult nortality.
The decreases included Al aska's fisheries, Canada,
Washi ngton, Oregon coastal fisheries, the Yakim

tribal of fisheries the Col unmbi a Basin.
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Clearly fisheries are doing their part.
Now t he di scussions and the decisions about how to
restore salnmon runs in the Colunbia River Basin have
evol ved into an argunent over conflicting directions.

Some argue in favor of breaching the four
Lower Snake River dams to help restore natural river
conditions. Ohers propose techno-fixes. | have
heard some of those tonight.

Scientists in the Pacific Northwest
i ncreasingly point to the four Lower Snake Ri ver dans
as the critical part of the problemand the only
| asting solution.

If society at large wishes to restore these
sal monids to sustainable, fishable levels, a
significant portion of the | ower Snake River nust be
returned to a free-flowing condition by breaching the
four | ower Snake River dams. This is the Oregon
associ ation for Anerican Fisheries Society.

Qur Fish and Gane departnent agrees that
this assessnent is sound, and so do biologists from
the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service.

If breaching the dans is unacceptable, then
ot her viable scientifically sound options must be
identified and inplenented i mediately. It is not

acceptable to further reduce Al aska's harvest, put the
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burden on Alaska's fishing famlies. To do so would
be purely cosnetic and punitive to Al aska's fishernen,
and avoid an effective sol ution.

| believe it is time for the federa
agencies to enbrace the common goal of long term
recovery. It is tine to put aside the conveni ence of
appearing to do sonething through additional harvest
reductions which will only fail in the long run.

In closing | want to thank you again for
com ng here and the Governor wants to express his
appreciation to all fishernen here tonight, their
famlies and to Al aska's biol ogists and fisheries
managers for doing an excellent job

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Al l an
Osterman, followed by Lisa Kabrara, followed by Jim
Pound.

MR. ALLEN OSTERMAN: Thank you. Yes.
I would also like to welcome you to Juneau. | am from
Kodi ak. We appreciate it very much that you have cone
here to |l et us know ki nd of where you are goi ng, what
you are doing.

We are very concerned as Al askans as to
what the inpact is going to have on us here. You guys

do not have an easy task. That is very obvious. It
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is probably one of the hardest ones that | can
i magi ne, trying to solve both the econom ¢ and socia
problemthat's been created and is exacerbating itself
on a continuing growing pattern, with just the
popul ation growmh itself.

As has been said, | amAllen Osterman. |

am a representative in the State House here in Juneau.

| represent the Kodiak Island district. | have been
in the House now six years. | have lived all ny life
on Kodi ak.

| was a comercial fisherman for a nunber
of years. | amwell versed on what goes on in the
i ndustry. | have served the last four years on the
Paci fic Fisheries Legislative Task Force which
enconpasses California, Oregon, Washington, |daho, and
we have just invited, and | do believe that British
Colunmbia is going to join us as well

Qur group, we get together three tines a
year, discuss the issues, try to keep oursel ves
abreast of what's going on, and in the |ast four years
| have heard lots of stuff about the Col unmbia River
Basi n and what can be done.

And your conments a few minutes ago about
spending three billion dollars, | believe. And

obviously their comrents, particularly the ones in



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| daho, three billion dollars for one or two fish, is
pretty hard to swal |l ow

The one thing that | amnot here to talk
about to down on the Colunmbia River, how many danms to
take out. That's your decision, and the kind of
things that you have to nmake those decisions on are
based upon scientific information that you have.

One thing | want to talk to you about is
habitat, and as you have indicated, the real way to
solve the problemis to get rid of the dans. The
habitat is the nunmber one issue.

In Al aska we recogni ze that. Qur
managenment schene for fisheries is nunber one, protect
the habitat. W do that. W do it well. Qur
fisheries are very strong. W nmanage by abundance
base. W don't nmmnage by how many river fish come up
the river. W have a good system

But the key to it is the habitat. That's
my message to you, is if you're going to cone up here
and take part of our catch, which then al so doesn't
mean just taking those Canadian fish, it neans if we
can't fish on the Canadian fish that are out there,
that nmeans we don't fish on the other fish that we
have already created and we have al ready grown here

and we have got.
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So that's the econom c issue that
approaches us up here, is it's not just that we're
catching Canadi an fish. W have to stop catchi ng our
own. And that is very sad for us.

Qbviously interception happens everywhere.
It doesn't matter which fish. W address that all the
time on the Cook inlet. The intercept is going to
happen, peri od.

The issue that was brought up a little bit
ago about what to do about Canada, | have had
inter-relations, | have gone to Canada on severa
different times, nmeeting with the fisheries mnister
and stuff in B.C., tal king about what they're going to
do.

Their managenent systemis different than
ours. They have problens that we don't have. W
don't want their problens. But we don't want to be
caught in the mddle of the fact that they can't
control their own fisheries and then we have to pay
the price here in Al aska.

Fix the habitat. You should be able to fix
your problem

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much, All en.
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Li z Kabrara, followed by JimPound. And
after Jimwe will start the public testinony, starting
with Kris Balliet, and Kris will be foll owed by Chip
Toma.

MS. LI Z KABRARA: Good eveni ng. By
way of introduction, ny nane is Liz Kabrara and | work
for Representative Bill Hudson who is the
representative here in Juneau. He has asked nme to
read this letter into the record. It is signed by
nine legislators representing all of southeast Al aska
and Kodi ak.

W are witing in response to the Federa
Caucus's draft report conservation of Colunbia Basin
fish, otherw se known as the All-H paper

After reviewing the report we are deeply
concerned about the proposed harvest restrictions for
Al askan fisheries outlined in alternatives B and D

These alternatives will result in drastic
reducti ons and perhaps the conplete elimnation of
Al aska's sport and commercial king sal non harvest for
up to ten years.

Over the last 30 years Alaska's troll fleet
has reduced its harvest of king salnmon. Fishing
seasons have been discussed from 160 days to 11 days.

In the last ten years alone the total val ue
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of the southeast troll fishery for king sal non has
dropped from 12.5 mllion to 3.7 mnimum per year
Sout heast Al aska's four fishing quotas established as
appearance of the state's total Chinook cap

Therefore these fisheries have al so been curtailed.

Fi shing opportunity for resident Al askans
have a negative econonic inpact. These reductions in
quota and fishing tine are not inplenmented in an
effort to recover stocks in Alaska. But instead an
effort to conserve Columbia basin stocks. M nute
ef fects on southeast Al aska's King, Snake and Col unbi a
stale, we are perplexed by your proposal to request
addi ti onal harvest restrictions.

Fishing nmortality rates pale in conparison
In exam ning Snake river fall Chinook, we find that
the National Marine Fishery Services allows the
federal dans to kill up to 99 percent of juveniles and
up to 30 percent of adults.

In all, hydropower is responsible for up to
95 percent of human induced nortality, while Alaska's
fisheries are responsible for only about one-quarter
of 1 percent of total human induced nortality.

Lastly we note that in Decenber of 1999 the
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service issued a biol ogica

opinion affirmng that the harvest |evels of the
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Pacific salnmon treaty neet the requirenents of
Endangered Species Act. In other words, Alaska's

al ready neeting its obligations and responsibilities
for recovery of endangered salnon in the Col unbi a
Basi n.

We contend that Alaska's fisheries have not
caused the serious decline in the Pacific Northwest
and furthernore that our fisheries are not a
significant contributor to the current situation

In short, we will not support efforts to
further curtail Alaska's king salnon fisheries.

This letter is signed by Representative
Bil| Hudson, Representative Bill WIIlians,
Representative Al an Austerman, Representative Al bert
Kookesh, Senator Robin Taylor, Senator Jerry Mackie,
Senator Kim Elton and Representative Beth Kerttul a.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Liz.

Ji m Pound, followed by Kris Balliert,
foll owed by Chip Thona.

MR, JI' M POUND: Thank you for this
opportunity to speak. | am Jim Pound, |egislator

It seens that every time there is a problem
in the lower 48 states, Al aska is supposed to resolve

it by taking another cut.
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When t he BPR burger was announced, no one
i n Washi ngton gave a darn that npbst Al askans were
concerned. \When California, Oregon and Washi ngton
clinbed in, it becane a concern

When the environmental novenent demanded
nore, Washington, D.C. turned their eyes to Alaska to
wi pe out a forest industry.

Now it is fish. The federal caucus wants
to save the king sal non popul ation and in the Snake
and Col unbi a Rivers.

It is easier to just shut down anot her
i ndustry in Alaska. Logging is all by gone. M ning
i s gone.

Now t he sout heast Al aska fishing industry
has al ready been cut from 340,000 fish to 106, 000
fish, just to keep Washington, Oregon and British
Col unmbi a and Canada from faci ng another potential hit.
The fishing industry today is worth about 3.7 mllion
dollars annually. It used worth 12.5 nmillion

If the two proposals are approved in this
pl an, fishing boats, both comrercial and charter, will
be basically worthless. The plan would be in place
for ten years, and would all but elimnate the entire
i ndustry in southeast Al aska.

We say, enough is enough. We will not
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stand by and all ow our federal government to continue
to destroying southeast Alaska just to please the
i ndustries and residents of Washi ngton, Oregon
California, and again British Col unbia, Canada

We are part of the United States on an
equal footing with other states. W are not
responsi ble for their mstakes in the past and should
not be required to bail them out now.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very

much, Jim

Kris Balliet, followed by Chip Thons,
foll owed by Theodore Merrell

MS. KRI'S BALLI ET: Hello. M nane is

Kris Balliet. | amthe regional director for the
North Pacific office of the Center for Marine
Conservati on.

| am here today for Center for Marine
Conservation but | am here today because | am Al askan

Dam renpoval alone is predicted to lead to
full recovery of the Snake River fall Chinook and
steel head. Increasing habitat by 77 percent and
bringi ng back 20,000 fish. As spring and sumrer
Chi nook head for extinction, 3700 niles of high

quality habitat in ldaho, lies virtually vacant
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because sal non aren't surviving round trips through
t hose dans.

Governor Tony Knowl es had it right when he
called the danms a killing field. Those dams don't
make sense. Those dans don't neke sense for our
econony.

The options for restoring sal non which
don't include damrenoval are nore costly, will have
| arger negative inpacts on the region and won't work

Harvest cutbacks will hurt real people here
in Alaska and won't work to restore Snake River
sal mon.

Center for Marine Conservation has joined
with 700 regional and national organizations, and I am
going to try to get through a substantial portion of
that list, nostly Alaskans, who are endorsing the
removi ng of those four Lower Snhake River dams. The
Al aska Center for Conservation, Long Line Fishernmans
Associ ati on, M dnight Chapter of Trout Unlimted,
Tongass Sport Fishing Association, Al aska Marine
Conservation Council, Alaska Trollers, Nationa
Wldlife Federation, Trout Unlimted, American Rivers,
sout heast Al aska Survey Council, Colunbia River
Inter-Tribal Fish Conmm ssion, Earth Justice Lega

Def ense, Federation of Fly Fishers, The Mountai neers,
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Nat ural Resources Defense Council, Northwest Ecosystem
Al liance, Northwest Sport Fishing Industry
Associ ation, Pacific Coast Federation of Fishernen
Associ ation, Save Qur WIld Sal nron, Taxpayers for
Conmon Sense, Washington Trollers Association, just to
name a partial |ist.

And nost inportantly, what | would add
there, is 500 Al aska fishermen.

Those dans don't make sense. W ask you to
choose Alternative 4 and breach those dams.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks a | ot

Kris.

Chip Thoma, followed by Theodore Merrell
foll owed by Dick Myren.

MR, CHI P THOMA: Thank you. For the

record ny name is Chip Tona.

| agree with everyone here tonight that
fishing or overfishing is not the problem

The problemis habitat on the Snake River.
The destruction of habitat benefits a very few grain
farmers. The issue of power is phony.

Despite the 1200 negawatts generated yearly
by the Snake River dans, the region has saved way nore

each year by fuel and energy conservation in the past
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decade and will save far nore when the price of oi
goes to $2.00 a gallon as it likely will.

Unfortunately another big problemis
politics. Wth Idaho and WAashi ngton |ined up agai nst
Oregon, and U.S. Senators even from Al aska supporting
their coll eagues and saying no way to breaching.

The dans nust conme down. It's either Snake
Ri ver dams or Snhake River salnmon. And it's up to
comercial and sport fishermen in the Northwest to
| ead the way.

Fi shermen are the answer to this issue, and
not the probl em

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much, Jim

Ted Merrell, followed by Dick Myren,
foll owed by Sarah Keeney.

MR, TED MERRELL: My nanme is Ted

Merrell, and | advocate renoving the four Lower Snake
Ri ver dans.

| am a recreational salnmon fisherman and a
retired fisherman biologist, alife nenber of the
Ameri can Fisheries Society, the | argest professional
organi zation of fishery biologists in the world,

former President of the Al aska chapter of the Anmerican
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Fi sheries Society, fornmer Al aska director of the
Anerican Institute of Fishery Biologists, and for 30
years enployed by the National Marine Fisheries
Service, where | was manager for habitat research

pr ograns.

Before comng to Alaska in 1956 for seven
years | was a biologist, research division, of the
Oregon State Fish Conmi ssion, conducting studies in
the effects of the danms on the salnmon in the Col unbia
and Snake Rivers.

Results of these studies included an
estimte of adult Chinooks killed at Bonneville Dam
which at that time was the only dam on the | ower
rivers. Docunentation of the catch of fall Chinooks
on the Indian dip nets fisheries at Celilo Falls which
was i nundated by the The Dalles Damin 1959.
Estimates of a nunber of adult sal non nmigrating and
estimtes of spawning fall Chinooks in the upper Snake
before this race was destroyed by Hells Canyon dam
which was built wi thout any fish passage facility
al so.

The di scouragi ng outl ook for salnmon in the
Snake and Col unmbi a system was a factor which strongly
i nfluenced ny nove to Al aska. Commercial sal non

fishing was the territory's |largest industry and
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productive spawni ng and rearing habitat was and stil
is largely intact.

Fi shery scientists and fishernen predict
that the proliferation of dams woul d devastate the
Col unbi a River salnmon runs. But dam advocates cl ai ned
that the benefits would outweigh that.

Hat chery fish, and for downstream m grants
were supposed to substitute for the free flow ng
rivers. Predictably these assurances proved fal se.

The four | ower Snake dans are regarded by
nost fishery scientists as the nost harnful of the 27
mai nst em danms on the Col umbia and Snake River.

Renoval of those four dams would restore the | ower
Snake to a free flowing river instead of a series of
shal | ow sl ack water pools for downstream m grants
beconme disoriented and are deci mated by predators that
have proliferated.

You have the nost telling argument for
renmoval of the four |ower Snake dans is a resolution
passed by the overwhelmng majority of the 3,000
menbers of the western division of Anerican Fisheries
Society at their July 13, 1999 neeting. They
recommend the renmoval of the dans as the best single
action.

Further reductions in support of commercia
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catches, especially in Alaska, and reliance on
expensive failed technical neasures will not succeed.
A free-fl owi ng Snake River and unobstructed access to
spawni ng and rearing habitat is the only viable

sol uti on.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Ted.

Dick Myren, followed by Sara Keeney,
foll owed by Larry Dupler.

And | want to apol ogize right now for
but chering anybody's nanmes throughout the evening. |
will do ny best here on the names.

And also if | could remnd folks not to, if
you could please not clap at the end of these, it wll
help us with the recording.

Thank you.

MR. DI CK MYREN: My nane is Dick
Myren. | amretired.

I went to the southern part of California
and watched the dam exterm nate the king sal non there
in 1942. | worked there as a biol ogical aide.

And actually that started ny, | saw the
adults smashing their heads on the dam and by the

m ddl e of the 1940s the 250,000 run of kings were
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extinct.

This question is really, it boils down to
norals quite a bit and what sort of society we want.

The world is very nuch | ess when that run
of fish disappear and that marvel ous resource
di sappear ed.

So I"'min favor of the damrenoval and to
do sonet hing that we as a hunman species should attenpt
to do in the age of reckless technol ogy.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Dick.

Sarah Keeney, followed by Larry Dupler
foll owed by Bruce Baker.

MS. SARAH KEENEY: My nane is Sarah
Keeney, and | am here toni ght because | am an Al askan
and al so because | got ny first fishing pole this
Christmas and | want to be able to take it out and
fish for king salnon for a long tongue tine to cone.

| have been a resident of the Pacific
Nort hwest for the past five years and |I understand the
great inportance of healthy sal mon popul ations to this
part of the country.

VWhile | realize that this hearing is not

sol el y about breachi ng Snake River dans, but it is one
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of the npbst inportant and i mredi ate steps we can take
to conserve these sal non stocks.

Cuts to Al aska harvest |evels are not going
to fix the severe problens further south. And the
sci ence that | have seen supports that.

Dam breachi ng al ong with an aggressive
habitat rehabilitation programin the Col unbia River
Basin is the only answer.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Sarah.

Larry Dupler, followed by Bruce Baker
foll owed Byron Sonerville.

MR. LARRY DUPLER:  Thank you guys for
com ng up here

I went down to Port Angeles for quite a
while before | noved up here to Al aska, and they voted
to inprove the habitat there to make a substantia
increase in the habitat inprovenent and returning the
natural run to its natural state.

| see no reason why we can't pursue the
same angl e on these other four dans and make sure that
the rest of the dans on the Col unbia and Snake Rivers
have spillways that are suitable to support sal non

returns to the natural spawning grounds which is where
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they need to be.

We need to protect our rights to the fish
up here in Alaska, and that can only be done by fixing
the habitat that exist in the Colunbia River and other
river systems in the Northwest.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Larry.

Bruce Baker, followed by Ron Somerville,
foll owed by M chell e Ri dgway.

MR. BRUCE BAKER: Wl cone to Juneau.
My nanme is Bruce Baker. And nmy wife and | live here
in Juneau. We own property in Washington, and are
subject to prevailing electrical generating costs in
that state.

However, we al so depend on the wild king
sal mon that we catch to help fill our famly freezer.
And we want to see the Snake River dans breached in
order to hel p save sal non popul ati ons.

As a retired fish and wildlife man, | at
that time specialized in the Alaska Fish and Gane, |
amall too familiar with the broad range of abuses
that humans heap on the sal non.

| am al so aware of the many biol ogical and

econoni ¢ probl ens associated with trying to substitute
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self-sustaining wild sal non stocks with hatchery
reared salnmon. Healthy wild sal non stocks and a
heal t hy habitat have no match when it cones to | ow
cost sustainability, genetic vigor, freedom from
di sease, and biol ogical resilience.

Al askans continually rem nd each other of
this fact in the proposal to breach Snake River dans
is a strong indication that many people in the Pacific
Nor t hwest have al so conme to this realization.

| encourage you to proceed with the
breachi ng of these dans and to do whatever you can to
hel p sal non reestablish thensel ves as close to
hi storic |levels as possible in the Snake River.

You and we all have an obligation to future
generations to do that.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
Larry.

Ron Somerville, followed by Mchelle

Ri dgway, followed by Mark Rorick

MR, RON SOMERVI LLE: Thank you. My

nanme is Ron Somerville. | ama seven-year resident of
Alaska. | grewup in a small fishing village in
sout heastern. | comrercial fish, recreational fish,

subsi stence fish, and | have worked nmy way up, 24
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years in the Departnent of Fish and Ganme, thank God as
a wildlife biologist, rather than a fishery biologist.

But I do want to nmke a couple points, and
I have revised ny testinony so nuch | can hardly read
it.

| do agree with the Colonel that it's a
regi onal problem 150 years |ate, however, in
recogni zi ng that.

I think what people here are telling ne,
that the Pacific Northwest traded fish for power and
politics. And now | think we're at the phase where we
have to face up to the hard decision. | guess all of
us to sone extent.

However, the real quick, and | have
attended sonme of the neetings dealing with the
Col unbia River in ny capacity with the Departnent, and
it's clear that there's that | ot of disagreenent over
the nortality, you know, the projections and nodeling.
We have all done a | ot of nodeling, garbage in,
sonmeti mes you get garbage out.

Probably the first question, however, is
asking, is it possible to effect the recovery of the
Snake River Chi nook and steel head.

There is a valid argunment, at |east a

legitimate one, that recovery is possible. | say that
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because it may be one of the options you hadn't
included in your plans. If a plan is destined to
fail, don't take the rest of us down with it.

It is irresponsible to adopt a plan which
could result fromthe reductions in our fisheries that
you have suggest ed.

I would contend those responsible for the
crisis and the benefits should reap the
responsibilities here of restoring the stocks. The
Nort hwestern states, as | have said, traded their
fisheries for clean power and agriculture.

If the Northwest states are unable or
unwi lling to pay the price of recovery, and if the
people are unwilling to do that, it my be in the best
interests of the public as a whole to place this issue
bef ore Congress and the God squad.

I know that's a tough thing for a biol ogist
like nyself to say, but maybe that is one of the
options we should seriously consider

If extinction is truly inevitable on the
Snake River and the public is unwilling to pay the
price of recovery,| would say there is only one,
recovery is only possible if the dans are elim nated,
and | say that without the full benefit of all the

data that you have available to you.
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However, continued assault on our healthy
fisheries because the Colunbia River fish are
i ncidentally caught is irresponsible.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you,
Ron.

M chel |l e Ri dgway, followed by Mark Rorick
foll owed by Anne Fuller.

MS. M CHELLE RI DGWAY: Hello to al
of you, and thank you very nmuch for com ng to Al aska.

My nane is Mchelle Ridgway. | have lived
i n southeast Al aska for over 30 years, was raised on
the banks of a wild Sal mon Creek in Ketchikan

I''m here today representing the Al aska
Mari ne Conservation Council. | amon the board of
directors and chair of our habitat comittee.

And the issue of the day is all about
habi t at .

My Board of Directors has asked ne to read
to you our resolution regarding the Snake River dans.
Resol ution of the Al aska Marine Conservation Counci
supporting partial renmoval of the four Lower Snake
Ri ver dans.

Wher eas the mssion of the Marine

Conservation Council is to protect the health and
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diversity of our marine ecosystem

and whereas, habitat protection is the
pri mary objective of MCC,

whereas the Snake River system habitat is
crucial -- is a crucial part of the Chinook sal non
ecosystem

wher eas, since 1981 Chi nook sal non harvest
i n southeast Al aska has been reduced to protect the
health of sal non runs adversely affected by danms on
the Col unbi a and Snake Rivers,

whereas, scientific data indicates
sout heast Al aska fisheries are responsible for only
one-quarter of 1 percent of the total nortality of the
Snake River fall Chinook,

whereas, scientists estimate up to 95
percent of the nortality of threatened Snake River
fall Chinook occurs at danms on the Snake and Col unbi a
Ri vers,

wher eas, the diverse nenmbership of the
Al aska Marine Conservation Council, which is over 700
menbers statewi de, all share a comopn interest in
assuring the I ong term abundance of wld sal non,

and, whereas, the Al askan Marine
Conservation Council joined with the Al aska Gover nor

Tony Knowles in call for a comrtnent to save passage
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of salnmon to and fromtheir spawning habitat in the
rivers of the Pacific Northwest, Canada and Al aska.

Therefore, be it resolved that the Al aska
Marine Conservation Council in order to protect the
wi | d sal non sport Al aska fishernen -- and support
Al askan fishermen, supports the partial renoval of the
| ce Harbor, Lower Mnumental, Little Goose, and Lower
G anite danms on the Snake River.

Thank you very much.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, M chelle.

Mark Rorick, followed by Anne Fuller,
foll omed by Stan Reddekapp.

MR, MARK RORI CK: My name is Mark
Rorick, and | am a 28 years resident of Juneau. And
amw th the Juneau group of the Sierra Club. | am
here to speak in favor of breaching the four danms in
the Lower Snake River.

The four Snake River dans were authorized
to be built in 1955 during the height of the Cold Wars
i ndustrialized at any cost nentality.

Their construction was opposed by President
Ei senhower, the Arny Corps of Engi neers, the Oregon
and Washi ngton Departnents of Fish and Gane, the

region's native Tribes, and the then multi billion
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dol I ar West Coast fishing industry.

Their reason, that it would danmage the
region's salnon runs. There is no doubt that they
were right.

The dans by creating reservoirs of slack
wat er turned the sal non snolts journey fromthe
spawni ng grounds to the sea which once took as little
as five days into a six week marathon.

Wher eas they expend energy swi mr ng through
as nmuch as 40 mles of slack water, they are prayed
upon by ot her species of fish.

And then of course they face the turbine
spi | lways and col | ection barges.

It's not hard to figure out what the
problemis here. The Snake River dans are of a type
that have no function as flood control, where they
provi ded storage for irrigation, such as at the Ice
Har bor reservoir, where water can be taken fromthe
free flowing river.

The Snake River's snall amunt of barge
traffic could easily be replaced by road and rai
slipping which is in place right beside the river.

Econom ¢ studi es have concluded that the
Il ong term benefits of damage renoval to the fisheries

of the Snake River and its tributaries would generate
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billions of dollars for the area's |ocal comunities.

In 1999 the steel head sports fishery even
inits dimnished state provided 2,700 jobs and
generated 90 million dollars.

You can contrast this with the four damns
| egacy. And so far that has been the extinction of
all Coho in Idaho, Oregon and Washi ngton that were
dependent on the Snake River's mgration corridor, the
decl aring as threatened or endangered all other
speci es of Snake River salnon, and the Idaho spring
sumrer Chi nook runs once the largest of its kind in
the worl d being reduced to 2,400 returning adults.

This is the price the nation is paying for
5 percent of the region's hydropower. An anount that
if lost would add little to consumers bills.

The price southeast Alaska's fishernen and
comunities are being asked to pay could be a
devastating 50 to 75 percent cut in the king sal non
fishery. A fishery that has al ready been reduced by
40 percent.

Recently we have heard from peopl e and
politicians opposed to the dam s breaching that the
probl em for the Snake River salnmon |lies el sewhere.

We have even heard sone argunents that play

a racist card, blane everything on native treaty
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rights. Don't believe it. 20 years spent barging
snmolts past these dans hasn't worked and no matter
what other factors are involved these stocks won't
recover with the Snake River dans in place.

National Marine Fisheries Service' s own
scientists have told themthat the only chance for
recovery is renoving the dans which are the smlt's
bi ggest source of nortality.

They have al so said that if the dans are
renoved, those chances are very good. The agency
should listen up and get the job done.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Mark.

Anne Fuller, followed by Stan Reddekapp
foll owed by Richard Hellard.

MS. ANNE FULLER: My nanme is Anne
Fuller and | ama citizen. |I've lived ny life in awe
of those big silver fish, on the Rogue River, and Good
News River, and now here on the inside passage.

Your studies don't explain all the ways
that the returning fish through the Iand, the
creatures and the people. OQur elders tell us that the
sal non peopl e knowi ngly returned those who respect the

fish.
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I"'m bewi | dered by sonme of the term nol ogy
here tonight. Effective extinction threshold, about
one fish in one year. Going to take nore than one
fish. It takes two. And we all want hundreds and
t housands, not just a few. |Imediate is seven years.
| just don't get that one.

You know, we know how to drain the nmarshes,
we know how to pave the soft grounds and cul vert al
t he creeks.

But Oregon and Washi ngton and British
Colunbia and California -- | mean, and Al aska,
California is already gone, Alaska, don't need to be
paved and mede pretty.

I"mhere to tell you to restore the sal non
streanms, | don't think | have to point out that
reservoirs are not habitat for trout and sal non,
nei ther are spillways.

So breach the danms, figure out how to
follow the | aws that say we have clean water and we're
protecting endangered speci es.

I know |'m asking a lot. W have to be
ready to let the old ways go, to wander around in
confusion for a while, who glinpse sonething new that
m ght be incredible, and then to create that new way.

That's what it's going to take, sonme heroic
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action on behal f of the sal non.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Ann.

St an Reddekapp, followed by Richard
Hel l ard, followed by Mark Weel er.

MR. STAN REDDEKAPP: Good eveni ng,
and wel cone. | am Stan Reddekapp. | ama troller
And | amtestifying in nmy own behalf. | have been a
troller since 1973 and beyond that | grew up fishing
with nmy dad since 1947.

I have seen the runs rise and fall, you
know, on those sales, you know. And since the hard
bal I managenment cane into being, | have seen our
Al aska stocks rise to an awesone |evel.

We are in good shape. Statistics prove
t hat .

Why is it necessary for Al aska once again
to pay the price for soneone else's m stakes? Talk
about extinction. | think that maybe that's going to
have to be one of the choices. |[|f the people down
south want their electricity, their irrigation, those
things that benefit them naybe that will have to be
the choi ce.

But | would like to see you | eave Al aska
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al one.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Stan.

Ri chard Hellard, followed by Mark \Weel er
foll owed by Eric Jordan.

MR. RI CHARD HELLARD: Good eveni ng.
My nanme is Richard Hellard.

First of all, I would like to say that |
support the Endangered Species Act. | haven't heard
that said tonight, and | think that's an inportant
poi nt to nake.

I"min favor of doing whatever's necessary
to save the Snake River Chinook and to protect al
sal non habitat. But | do not believe that we can
acconplish this goal by restricting the catch of the
Al askan fishermen. It's also a fallacy to believe
that the decline in Snake River Chinook and steel head
can be renedi ed through trucking and bargi ng of snolt
to avoid the dams.

It's clear that if we breach the four |ower
dans, it will provide a significant inprovenment in
survivability.

What we need is to nuster the politica

will to take this crucial step. Enpowered by this
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bol d nove we could begin to take habitat conservation
seriously. If this doesn't happen, we will see a
continued decline of stocks and the denise of a |arge
part of our fishing industry.

Partially removing the four dans will not
cause econonic disaster. The 5 percent loss in
hydroel ectric power can be made up by conservati on and
renewables. This is a worthy goal in any case.

Sal nron are a crucial part of our way of
life in Al aska and the Pacific Northwest.

The continuation of this heritage is
t hreatened by | ogging, mning, dans, and the | oss of
habi tat through devel opnent.

In order to have sal non we nust have
healthy rivers. Let's have the courage to correct
some of our past errors and take habitat protection
seriously.

Don't waste any nore noney on Rude Gol dberg
sol utions that are dooned to failure.

Save the Chi nook, the Snake River Chinook
by breaching the dans, and then let's work together to
protect the other stocks.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Ri chard.
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Mar k Wheel er, followed by Eric Jordan,

followed by a ten nminute break.

MR, MARK Wheel er: Good eveni ng.
t hought it was tough to get past all the dans and
barges and hooks and nets and various predators out in
the sea to get here to Alaska, but then | tried to buy
a ticket on Alaska Airlines.

My name is Mark Wheeler. And |'m here
today testifying on behalf of myself.

Al aska's already suffered from construction
of dans on the Snake and Col unbia Rivers. The early
part of the century the community of Port Al exander
nunmbered in the thousands of residents who fished
every year for Chinook sal non passing by the southern
tip of Paranot Island. That community today is |ess
than a hundred people.

Enough is enough. The only real solution
as we have heard tonight is breach the dans, protect
habi tat, |eave Al askan fishermen al one.

I would also like to thank our politica
| eader here night, especially the Governor, for taking
the brief stance that they have taken tonight, and ask
the question, where is our Congressional del egation

I was troubled today, read an article in

the paper, in which representative Don Young and
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Senat or frank Maukowski are questioning the wi sdom of
breachi ng the dans.

Who were they representing? Are they
representing the fishernen in Yakutat, Pelican, Sitka,
Port Al exander, Craig, Juneau?

Are they representing grain farmers down in
| daho? Tinber conpanies in the Pacific Northwest?
Lewi ston, |Idaho? Who are they representing?

In closing, please follow the science,
breach the dans, protect our habitat, and | eave
Al askan fishermen al one.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Mar k.
Eric Jordan.
MR. ERI C JORDAN: My nane is Eric
Jordan. Wl cone to southeast Alaska. As usual, |I'm

foll owi ng the sal non (indicating).

I ama third generation Al askan troller
My grandfather fished here, ny father fished here, ny
not her who you will hear fromtonorrow has spent a
lifetime fishing here, and has a book, Follow ng the
Al askan Dream

|'ve been a nenber of many of the groups

t hat have spoken here over the years. But | am here
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to speak as a troller.

The reason we're here is that a huge
nm st ake was nmade a nunber of years ago. And that
m st ake was that we as a people believed that we could
substitute hatchery and | akes for the natural rivers
and that the salnmon would still thrive.

My mot her and father heard the prom ses
that were nmade that when we built these danms, not only
would we mitigate the problenms, but we woul d enhance
the salmon runs with the hatcheries and the dans.

That prom se has failed. There are
treaties that this country has nade with the Tribes,
and there are comritnents that we have as a people, as
a nation, to this great species that we share the
earth with.

And that conmmitnent is that when we |earn
fromour mstakes, we will rectify the situation. You
are just small agents in time here. You nust |ook at
your job as change agents. W nust educate and inform
the people, and I'"mconfident in this country,
Anerican people will choose to restore these fish.

Not just to the area where these four Lower Snake
Ri ver dams are, but to the whol e range.
| stood on the Metoius River, the springs

that come out near Sisters, Oregon, this fall, and
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| ooked at the sign that described the great sal non
runs that used to return there. And imgine what a
great species of king sal non that was genetically
crafted to travel the hundreds of miles and the

t housands of feet in elevation to spawn in those
springs.

And what a tragedy it is that they no
| onger share the earth with us.

| am dependent on salnon for a living. But
it's much nore, as | showed you in Sitka yesterday,
it's much nore than a living. The joy that pursuing
these creatures brings to us is incalculable in your
econoni ¢ adj ustnments.

Let's start the march to restore the
sal non, people, to their former range in their forner
abundance.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Eric.

At this point 1'd like to take a ten ninute
break. You all have been sitting very, very
respectfully and patiently for a couple hours now. So
let's take a ten minute break. We will cone back

And after the break we will hear from Rich

Davis, followed by Ciff LaBaugh, followed by Dale
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Kel | ey.

And for those of you who know what nunber
you were when we signed up, Eric was nunber 17, and we
have 35 people signed up. So thank you all, we will
see you in ten mnutes.

(Short recess).
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG We are
starting out here with Rich Davis, followed by Ciff
LaBaugh, followed by Dal e Kelley.
MR. RI CH DAVI S: Wel conme, nenbers of
the Federal Caucus. | am Rich Davis, a 35 year
resi dent of Juneau.

| serve the 375 nenber Seafood Producers
Cooperative as their delegate to the Board of
Directors of United Fishernen of Al aska, the statew de
fishernen's organization that | represent to you here
t oni ght .

UFA has adopted a resolution intended to
reinforce the testinony that you are hearing, that
states that our fisheries cannot be even ninimally
altered without tremendous social and econom c
consequences, and we will submit this resolution in
written form soneti ne subsequent to this ora
testi nony.

It is imensely inportant to us that for
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years we have altered our fisheries to reduce the
harvest of Col unbia and Snake River king salnon. And
we sincerely hope you conprehend how many people in
this region rely on king sal mon harvest and how much
we have already given to assist the conservation of
Snake River fall kings.

Snake River fall kings are a mnute
conmponent of our harvest. CQur Departnent of Fish and
Gane tells us that [ess than one-half of one-tenth of
1 percent of our production is conprised of these
fish.

We want you to | eave Al aska resol ved that
our fisheries are not the problemand that we serve no
useful purpose in any restoration plan.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Rich. diff LaBaugh, followed by Dale
Kell ey, followed by Beth Kerttula.

MR, Cliff LaBAUCGH: I amdiff
LaBaugh, retired veterinarian, live here in Juneau. |
went to college in the '50s at Washington State
University, then known as WAshi ngton State Coll ege.

And following is a copy of an E-mail that |
recently sent to sone of ny Pal ouse buddies, just get

even for all of the nasty jokes they have been sending
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When | was a young nman the Snake River was
white water, Canadi an geese nested on the island in
the river, salnon runs were healthy, an active
railroad ran along the valley river, and rich
agricultural lands were |ocated al ong the banks of the
river.

Then | becane ol der, wiser and a scientist
to Washington State Coll ege and studied a series of
smal | dans that were being planned for the Snake
River. The mmjor concern at that tine was the
fl ooding of the islands. |If the dans were built, and
the effects on the goose nests, nesting and the
predat or control

Now I am not a young man, the river is no
| onger white water, the active railroad is gone, the
agricultural land is flooded, the salnmon runs are no
| onger healthy, but the geese are still there.

The series of small dans were built on the
Lower Snake River and now they are considering
breaching the dans to inprove the sal non runs.

I have lived in Alaska for the past four
years, our Governor supports renoving the killing
fields in the Snake River instead of destroying the

Al aska fishing industry.
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When | go back to visit the Snake River ny
friends only take ne down at night. They say it's
best to be blind and just listen to the geese honk.

In favor of breaching the danms. The
younger, older, smart guy.

And | sent this to ny wheat ranch buddi es.

And is ny tine okay?

Now, fish in the Pacific Ocean are being
considered for protection on the endangered species
list. Barging and trucking sal non has not worked out.
Artificial propagation has been unsuccessful. And the
Col umbi a River watershed is critical at this tine.

One other thing is it's very timely, now,
this was our response to the ROD for the Tongass | and
use plan, we hope this plan will -- will not follow
the Path of the Idaho anadronous fish plan of 1984 to
'90 on the Snake River which used the best possible
sci ence.

The plan stated artificial propagation
pl ayed a dom nant role in the restoration of
anadromous fish resources of this decade.

During the decade the Chinook plan returns
declined from 150 to zero. And that's your spring
sal non.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks a | ot



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

caiff.

Dal e Kelley, followed by Beth Kerttul a,
foll owed by Joyce Levine.

MS. DALE KELLEY: | am Dal e Kell ey,
t he Executive Director of the Alaska Trollers
Association. Qur office is |ocated here in Juneau.

Wth this testimony | submtted a copy of
ATA's resolution in support of partial renmoval of four
danms in question on the Snake River.

That said, | would like to share with you
the broader perspective of the fishernen | represent.

The troll fleet is the only fleet in Al aska
that has been actively planning for one sal non stock
listed under the Endangered Species Act.

The problemis it likely doesn't have a
thing to do with the recovery of these fish. Every
Chi nook fisherman in Al aska could cease and desi st and
you might put 20 nore Snake River spawners on the
gravel .

The fact that anyone is still focusing on
restrictions in Alaska is conpletely absurd.

How absurd? Well, for years we tried to
find the right sound bite to describe it. Apparently
folks didn't get it when we said, neant two additiona

Snake River spawners. O that our |loss of 13,000 fish
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hel ped three-quarters of a salnon return hone.

So how about this one. Southeast Al aska
trollers on average harvest one Snhake River spawner
every 44 years.

Now, 1've not yet |ived 44 years, and
honestly can't tell you if | have caught one.

Al aska fishermen are sinply the pawns in
sonmeone's charade to conveni ence the public that
sonmething is being done to protect salnmon in the
Col unbi a Ri ver basin.

Qur fishery has been sliced and diced for
20 years. Cutting our harvest further will not help
any of the stocks at risk but will decimate a fleet
t hat has been pushed to the brink by a chronic |ack of
political resolve to restore Northwest sal non runs.

Alaska is a fishing state. There really
isn't much else to do. There are 33 towns in
sout heast and only three have road access. About one
out of every 30 people works on a troll boat here, and
this doesn't account for the process and sport sector

There are over 3,000 troll permt holders,
and 85 percent of themreside in our state. |In some
conmmunities trollers make up 40 percent of the tota
popul ation, and this is only one fishery.

Seaf ood is the biggest enployer and
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provi des roughly 40 percent of the private sector jobs
in our region.

Al aska fishermen don't really want to neda
in Northwest issues, but the policy m stakes nmade in
your region have had great inpact on us.

If people want to restore salnon runs, the
fish need sonewhere to spawn and rear. This will take
scads of noney and |lots of patience. You are decades
away from a sol ution.

Renmoving danms is just part of the equation.
Devel opnent in all of its fornms has taken its toll on
sal mon.

VWhat are you willing to give up in the
Nort hwest to rejuvenate salmn? We are told that the
four danms on the Snake River are a likely place to
start. That above themis near pristine habitat.

After all of the options that sounds I|ike
the | ess expensive start. O course | amway up here
in Alaska. Perhaps you can see a better and cheaper
solution in your own backyards.

Frankly, nobst inportant to us Al askans is
that you find those solutions and | eave us alone. W
are already doing far nore up here than is necessary
to help. The rest is up to you.

Thank you.
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MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Dal e.

Beth Kerttula, followed by Joyce Levine,
foll owed by Hank Porter.

Just a rem nder for folks that are
testifying, there will be two bells. The
first bell that you are going to here is that you have
one mnute left. | know it is disarm ng when that
rings. But just so you have an idea, you' ve got one
mnute left, and then the second bell is your end. So
t hank you very nmuch.

MS. BETH KERTTULA: Thank you. My
nanme is Beth Kerttula, and | amaimthe representative
for downtown Juneau where you are sitting right now.

First I want to thank you very nuch for
com ng tonight, spending your tine with us and with ny
wonder ful, very know edgeabl e constituents who | know
have spoke el oquently throughout the night.

I"'ma third generation Al askan, which is
fairly rare anong ny Al askans. And what | want to say
is, all | really want to ask you is to do the science
t oni ght .

We in Al aska sonetines | think that we have
been quite naive in sitting back, taking restriction

upon restriction on our own fisheries. But when you
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| ook at the science here and you | ook at what has
happened in the | ower 48 and you | ook at what the
i mpacts are on us, you really do have to start to
guestion what the reality of the situation is.

And for us, for our fishing industry and

for a very small population for a very large state, we

still are very culturally, you know, conmitted to the
resource. | really hope that you will pay attention
to that.

| actually feel that you will.

So with that, | want to thank you for
coming. | want to thank you very nuch for paying
attention to my constituents and for the Al askans in
the room

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Beth.

Joyce Levine, or is it LeVine, foll owed by
Hank Porter, followed by David Hawes.

MS. JOYCE LEVI NE: Joyce Levi ne.
Wel come to Juneau. Thank you for being here this
eveni ng.

For several seasons | worked in the
fishing industry in Alaska. As the nunbers of the

fish decreased nore and nore limtations and cl osures
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were put into effect, thus shortening the time
available to catch fish and nake a living. It becane
apparent to nme that in order to naintain a confortable
standard of living, | would have to find other work

In the late '70s the king sal nbon season was
approxi mately 60 days.

In 1999 the king sal non season in Al aska
was 11 days here in southeast.

Al aska fishernen have bent over backwards
to be responsible for the salnon. It is nowtine for
others to share the responsibility for the fish.

The mpjority of those that fish in Al aska
and others are asking that the federal governnent
breach the four | ower dams on the Col unbi a- Snake River
system Al though these dans do provide hydropower for
electricity to 5 percent of the region, they have al so
wi ped out 90 percent of the inland western salnon in
the last 25 years.

El aborate systens that barges snolt sal non
fromone side of the damto the other are not proving
fruitful as the fish are dying and the incredible cost
to these systens are being passed onto the taxpayers.

There is no doubt the nunber of sal non
continue to decrease on the Snake River. From 1990 to

1999 a total of 20 Sockeye salnmon returned to the
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system \While there used to be tens of thousands of
Chinook in the river system in 1998 only 306
returned. The Idaho spring sumrer Chinook run once
the largest of its kind was down to 2400. In sone of
the streans, there were no returns at all.

Over and over again reports show that the
partial damrenoval is the best option for sal non
recovery and that no other nmethod can match its speed
or its result of success.

Reports show that partial damrenoval has
an 80 to 100 percent probability of recovering Snake
Ri ver spring sunmer Chinook runs while the present
met hod, fish trucking, continues to show a | ow chance
of recovery.

Dam renmpoval is affordable and woul d benefit
greatly businesses in the Northwest and their
conmuni ti es.

It seens as though those that benefit the
nost from mai ntai ni ng these dans are the profit making
power conpani es and the al um num plants that run
cheaply off the hydropower.

The concerns of transportation for farmers
in the area could be addressed by investing in
rail road and hi ghway infrastructures which woul d neet

their needs and the needs of l|local citizens.
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By restoring the salnmon runs it would bring
72 million dollars in annual direct revenues and over
2,100 jobs, including 700 in the rural comrunities.
The direct effects would equal approximately 170
mllion dollars and 5,000 jobs.

Qur lack of action today will nopve sal non
runs cl oser and closer to extinction.

| ask that you begin action inmediately
toward the renoval of the four |ower dams on the
Col unbi a- Snake Ri ver which will start to restore a
nore natural river condition and which will help to
restore the spawni ng.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you

very much, Joyce

Hank Porter, followed by David Hawes,
foll owed by Paula Terrel.

MR. HANK PORTER: Thank you. Menbers

of the panel, | didn't cone here tonight with a
prepared statenent. | didn't even plan on speaking.
But | didn't see anyone in the audience from Yakutat,
Al aska, and that is fromwhere | from

I commercially fished up there for 30
years. And | have witnessed a | ot of cutbacks over

the years that we have had to take in the nanme of
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conservation for the |lower 48 states, caused by danmge
that the dans have done.

And | just want to say, Yakutat has six to
ei ght hundred in population. 1t's on the northern
nost section of the troll fishery in southeast. And
it is the econom c backbone of our econony. And the
kind of talks, the kind of cuts that you are talking
about taking would just be devastating.

| don't have to give you a lesson in
econom cs. You know, commercial fishing keeps the
col d storage people working, the fishernen thensel ves,
the | ocal stores, the airlines, the restaurants. It
just goes on and on.

And | just want to say that any cuts would
be devastating to us, and | think that we have taken
enough cuts al ready.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Hank.

Davi d Hawes, followed by Paula Terrel,
foll owed by Al bie Morin.

MR. DAVI D HAWES: Hel l o, and thank
you for pronouncing my nane correctly. That is not an
easy one.

| definitely amat the periphery of this
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issue. | haven't read all of your material. | just
cane tonight out of interest, and out of real concern
about the inportance of renoving dams. You read about
this in the newspaper. It was hard to pick up the
direct link. It was only |ast week that the |oca
fol ks have done a good job of playing out just how
we' re being asked to give up the sal non harvest up
here when there's a nmuch bigger problem down south.

| grewup in California. You know, |'ve
experi enced Al aska now for upwards of 20 years.
California, you just lost the habitat. 90 percent of
it's gone. There is a nunber that has a | ot of
currency about how we | ost 90 percent of the ancient
growt h woods. | think you can have a parallel with
habitat. It doesn't have to be 90 percent. But you
are past the 50 percent nark.

There has been trenendous habitat |ost down
sout h.

My daughter is at Walla Walla. And it was
a lot worse than | thought it would be. Walla Walla
has a channelized stream flood control through the
center of the comrunity. The conmunity used to fl ood.
| understand why it's there. | stopped by the side of
the road. Driving back to Walla Walla, and this poor

little streamthat can be supporting juvenile sal non,
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spawners, it was just, you know, there was cattle
everywhere. It was nostly lost. It's really bad down
there. And you are going to have to do everything you
can to restore the balance, to get the fish
popul ati ons back up

Wth limted actions are just that, and
they will continue this decline.

Legally you folks | think are in a place
where you don't really have a choice, because the |aw
says you need to work on behalf of the fishery. And
to do that, the dans need to be renoved. There is
symbolic value. There is also practical val ue.

I will close just by, you know, mentioning
once again ny trip. | drove through central |Idaho.
Real |y, back in the woods aways. And descended onto a
reservoir.

The Corps did a wonderful job of setting it
up. But it was bad news for fish. | think it took
out part of the Snake River drainage. The damage is
t he Dwor shak Dam

So, I'Il just close by saying, please take
these steps to nove in the other direction, for dam
renoval .

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
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Davi d.

Paul a Terrel, followed by Al bie Mrin,
foll owed by Shirley Perkins.

MS. PAULA TERREL: H. M nanme is
Paul a terrible, and | have been a comercial troller
for 22 years with ny famly. And | had sonething
prepared but everybody has spoken far nore el oquently
than I can on a lot of this. But there are a couple
of things | would like to say.

We' ve heard here about the sacrifices that
the trollers and the commercial fishermen and the
sports fishernmen have taken with cuts over the years,
and in our own famly we've had sacrifices, we would
love to be able to fish all year around or have that
as our living, but because of the seasons being so on,
and the harvest being so reduced as it is, one or the
ot her of us has been forced to take a stray job so we
could continue to fish, which is really what we | ove
to do.

So, we have been losers in the sense that
we have had sacrifices. And | know, and this is the
one thing that I do want to say that | don't think is
al ways said here, is | know that there are people in
East ern Washi ngton and | daho and Oregon and wherever

that are very frightened about |osing their
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lifestyles, their way of life, their econony, and
there are probably losers there, there will be w nners
as well if the danms are breached, and | do support
breachi ng the danms, because | think that's what

sci ence says is the best way to approach this.

And | know that politics cones into play
with this. And |I'm asking you, nunmber one, to | ook at
the science and nake your judgments and your
recommendati ons based on science.

For those people who are going to be
negatively inpacted, | think the federal governnent
built the dans, it's your responsibility, and | think
it's your responsibility to mtigate any of the
negative inpacts that are done to those people down
there, just as it's your responsibility to nitigate
the inpacts that are being done to us.

I don't think any one of us wants to hurt
somebody else. And that's all |'m asking.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
Paul a.

Al bie Morin, foll owed by Shirley Perkins,
followed by Steve and | think it's either Gvert or
Gebert.

MR. ALBI N MORI N: My nane is Albie
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am a resident of Juneau for 20 years,

fisher men.

| want to thank you for conm ng.

| have learned a |lot tonight. Like that

each one of these dans that we are tal ki ng about only

contributes 1 percent to the BPA's grid. And that

only one of these new turbines has been inplenented

out of 200 dans.

It seens |

ke we could try to work a little

harder on sone of this.

I woul d ask that Al aska fishernen, don't

ask us to take any nore cuts to protect Snake River

fall Chinook unti

you can assure, denonstrate a

sincere and conscientious effort at the Corps of the

pr obl em

These sal non need habitat. Can you really

justify forcing nore cuts to protect two fish? Maybe

I"mcynical, but ["'l]

be surprised if in the 21st

century the Pacific Northwest will trade cheap

electricity and irrigation for sal non.

In reality,

you can't have both. Pl ease

prove me wong. It boggles my mind to think we

haven't | earned from our past and we would continue to

| et these sal nbn and any species go extent.

commerci a

I would ask that Al aska fishernen,

and sports,

be exenmpt from any nore cuts
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until you can show us nore success at hone, and if
that didn't work, consider a buy-back program since
we will be extinct also.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you.

COL. JI M WADDELL: Thank you. Let ne
clarify something that | obviously left a bad
i mpression in people's nmnds. There are 200-plus dans
t hroughout the entire basin.

Wth regard to the turbines, the mninmm
gap rutter turbines we tal ked about before, those are
only being considered right now for the Corps dans.
And that's only four danms on the Lower Columbia. O
those, there are two that are due for rehabs for the
turbines. That is Bonneville and The Dall es Dam

That type of technology is being used very,
very successfully at another dam on the mainstem
Wanapum that is owned by one of the Public Utility
Districts.

But Wanapumis unique in the way that it is
configured with relation to the hydro power to the
spillway and it's unique for the hydraulics up there
and it is unique for the internal configuration.

So the real question is whether it wll

work. We wanted to test that to see if it would work.
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I just wanted to be clear on that.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks for
clarifying that.

MR. ALBI E MORI N: Could I ask you a
question. How long are you going to be testing it
before you make a deci sion?

COL. JI M WADDELL: We have got the
initial results just cane in the other day. And what
that showed is it, I think -- | don't renenber if it
was -- | forget how many total units we are talking
about at Bonneville.

One of the next steps there, if the test on
the one was good, we would go ahead with the plans to
put in a second unit there, and consider units up in
The Dal | es.

The answer to your question would be, we
test this until we are confortable that the results we
get are worth the investnent and the cost of putting
in these turbines. And once we are in there. A
nunber of our projects are due to have rehabs here in
the next five to ten years. So as they would becone
due, and you woul d be replacing the turbines anyway,
they woul d be replaced with this technol ogy.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG So we have

Shirley Perkins, who is standing there, followed by
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Steve, and Karen @ ass.

MS. SHI RLEY PERKI NS: As she said, |
am Shirley Perkins, and | am here fromthe community
of Elfin Cove. ElIfin Cove is |ocated about 90 niles
west of here on Chichago Island at the outer coast in
Cross Sound.

In the past years there was a | arge
popul ati on of fishernmen that |ived and based out of
Elfin Cove. Since the nunbers of sal non have been cut
to the Al aska fishernen, the numbers of people that
are living in EIfin Cove have dw ndl ed consi derably.
We are now down in nunbers to |less than 30 rura
residents that are in ElIfin Cove, and it's in direct
response to how many fish are available for people to
catch to maintain their livelihood in this rura
situation.

Any further reduction in the catch rate of
salmon is not a feasible option for the people that
live in Elfin Cove.

We support breaching the four Lower Snake
Ri ver dans in order to save the fishermen that stil
exist in ElIfin Cove and to save our conmunity.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Shirley. Steve Cebert, followed by Karen d ass,
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foll owed by Richard Luther.

MR. STEVE GEBERT: H . Thank you for
being here. M nane is Steve CGebert. | am chairnman
of the Juneau Dougl as Fish and Ganme Advi sory
Conmi ssi on.

This commttee is a group of volunteers
fromthe different user groups of the resources of the
fishers of the southeast. W are made up of
comercial fishermen, sport fishermen, processors,
charter guides. W have sonme very interesting
nmeet i ngs.

We tal k about issues that affect everybody
in our community. And we try to come up with an
under st andi ng between all of those. It's rare that we
ever agree 100 percent on an issue. W agreed on this
i ssue.

WWer eas, southeast Al askan fishermen have
i mpl enment ed conservati on nmeasures since the 1970s with
restrictions in fishing seasons, bag linmt reductions,
gear restrictions, limted entry, reduced seasons,
area closures, and mninumsize limts, the Juneau
committee opposes any further quota reductions in the
sout heastern Al aska Chi nook sal non fisheries based on
decl i ning Snake River runs.

On ny own note, speaking strictly for
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myself, | would like towind it up alittle bit.
Anybody who knows nme knows that | would nmuch rather go
fishing than take the dandelions out of nmy front yard.

Now, ny neighbor truly wi shes that | would
take the dandelions out of ny yard because they are
growing into his yard.

| like to go fishing. So he nade it in no
uncertain terns that | need to clean up ny back yard
and front yard.

The anal ogy here is, we have been hurt in
sout heast since the '70s on fishing. It's that
sinmple. Clean up the back yard. The problens are
down there, not here. W have a pristine environment.
We have great salnmon runs. W have done our share

Thank you very much.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Steve

Karen G ass, followed by Richard Luther
foll owed by Carl Rosier

MS. KAREN GLASS: Hello. | am Karen
G ass. | ama concerned private citizen, an Al askan
It's great to see you here and all the planning that's
going on in having these neetings here in Al aska to
restore our sal non.

It's wonderful to have an Endangered
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Species Act. Since man has al nost destroyed the
Col unbia River Basin salnon, it's up to man to restore
t hem

There are 75,000 dans in the United States.
500 have been dismantled with great success stories of
restoration of native fish and natural habitat.

I was born here in Alaska and | grew up in
the comrercial troll fishery. It is avitally
i rportant way of life in income for many Al askans.
Don't destroy it.

| have also sport fished all ny life, in
Al aska, for many years, | sport fished for Chinook
sal mon at the nouth of the Colunbia River, at Ilwaco.
I have steel head fished in the | ower Snake by Walla
Walla. | have, when | lived in lIdaho for a few years,
| sport fished for Chinook at the headquarters of the
Sal non River. And these are huge Chinook sal non, and
it was amazing to see them and realize how many
t housands of miles they had traveled to spawn at the
headquarters of the Sal non River which branches off of
the Snake River. |'ve also river rafted on the Sal non
Ri ver and seen dead sal non floating next to the raft.
I have seen salnon junp the falls in ldaho the early
'70s. There were many Chi nook sal non there then. |

have been to Red Fish Lake which was naned red fish
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for the many Sockeye that nigrated up the Col unbia and
the Snake and into the Sal non River to Red Fish Lake.
They are gone now. They had one fish return there.

Anyway, | support breaching these four
danms, using new turbines, do the John Day drawdown, et
cetera, et cetera, to restore the salnon and
st eel head.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Kar en.

Ri chard Luther, followed by Carl Rosier
foll owed by Tim Vol wiler.

MR Rl CHARD LUTHER: Thank you. My
nane is Richard Luther. | ama troller, and I am
representing nyself.

I"'mreally encouraged by the things that |
hear here tonight. It nakes nme think that we really
shoul d tear the danms out and | eave us alone up here.

But | al so recognize that hearings are
going to be held in other places, in other states, and
| think that probably what you're going to hear there
is very different than you are going to hear here.

VWhat | am speaking for is making the hard
deci sion which is to tear out the danms. But |

strongly suspect that that's not going to happen when
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I ook at the dollar nunmbers that you put up there and
read into the paper that our own Congressiona
del egation is agai nst that.

Maybe they've got some other grand pl an
that they are going to tell us how they are going to
save them

If there is an unwillingness to make the
hard decision, | hope that you won't nmeke the easy
decision, which is to penalize us. W are a |arge
state but we are a small nunber. And quite often the
easy decision seens to be to restrict us nore.

And |'m hoping that that doesn't happen.

So, if there's an unwillingness to breach
t he dans and restore habitat, which seens to be the
only way to really restore the Chinook, | would hope
that we do nothing, because anything else that we do
is not going to restore the habitat, and it's not
going to restore the fish.

So, meke the hard decision and tear out the
dans.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Richard

Carl Rosier, followed by Tim Volwiler,

foll owed by Becky Achen.
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Thank you very

Good eveni ng, nmenbers of the Federa

Caucus. M nane is Carl Rosier

I am here testifying

for nyself as an Al askan resident sport fishermen.

wish to say to each of you, welcome to Juneau, and

thank you for the opportunity to testify on this issue

of conservation of the Col unmbia

Basin fish.

| grew up in the Pacific Northwest during

the late '30s, '40s and '50s, declining resources of

the Col unbia major tributary. To see that

resource beaten down, reduced to the level it

gr eat

is
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today, is truly a record that no one can be proud of.

VWhile | applaud your

efforts at begi nning

restoration of sone run segnents of the Snake River,

am cautiously optimstic.

Every project, however,

you nust start

somewhere. | speak with sone authority follow ng 45

years of involvenent in fishery

managenent here in

Al aska when | say you are |ooking at the very |ong

term expensive program

Here in Al aska we have had extensive

experience with rebuilding Alaska runs. | m

that we have been quite successf

bet ween here and the Snake River

ul.  The diff

is that our

ght add
erence

habi t at
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was pretty much in place when rebuil ding began and we
didn't have to recover the habitat before the fish
returned.

Neverthel ess, recovery of our Chinook
stocks had been on the order of 20-plus years in
pl aces such as Cook inlet here in southeastern Al aska.
Thanks to the sacrifice of all users, rebuilding has
been successf ul

Al aska has al so refused to accept the
construction of |arge dams on several of our major
rivers over the years. Opting instead for protection
of the sal nmon resources and supporting the |ifestyles
dependent on that resource.

Paci fic Northwest on the other hand
enbraced the production of chief hydro producers,
wat er redistribution, fruits and vegetabl es, and
attenpted to replace natural salnon runs with the
fal se assunption that hatchery could replace Mt her
Nature in the mai ntenance of their sal non resources.

Additionally, Al aska has been a willing but
firmparticipant in the devel opnent and inplenentation
of U S. Canada sal nobn treaty.

Al aska has rebuilt its salnon runs. W
have | ooked at our habitat. W have joined in an

i nternational agreenent.
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One nore trip to the well in Alaska under
t he Endangered Species Act is one too many. | would
not pretend to tell the people of the Pacific
Nort hwest how to sol ve problems of rebuilding sal non
stocks in the Snake River, but the solution does not
lie with any further curtail nent of Al aska fisheries.

The sol ution nust cone fromthe people of
the Pacific Northwest and their own back yard.
Breaching the dans is part of the conplex resolution
necessary.

| am sure the Al askans woul d appl aud your
efforts. A good resource is nore than |ikely good for
the people as well

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Tim Volwi |l er, followed by Becky Achten
foll owed by Joe Enerson.

MR TI M VOLW LER: Thank you. | have
been a resident of Washington for 22 years, and Al aska
for about 245. So | kind of have been through both
states of our Pacific Coast.

But in Western Washi ngton, which is a
different story than Eastern Washi ngton and | daho.

I do think, though, that when you | ook at
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econom cs, you should really be | ooking at how nuch
you're getting fromjust a snmall percentage of the
resource.

If you are |l ooking at the Al askan fishing
resource, and it's only such a small percentage of the
salmon that's up there in the Snake River, you really
shoul d be focusing in Washi ngton, Oregon and | daho.

For exanple, the nain power contracts for
alumi numis up for renegotiation in Washington state.
These types of decisions where we've got sal non and
the environnent also affect the dans which is power
resources, so that all these things should be rel ated
when you | ook at |ong-term contracts.

I n sout heast Al aska we have lived through
the relic of the 50 year tinber guaranteed contracts
for pulp.

Li kewi se, you are |ooking at sonme |ong-term
contracts fromalum num And you're | ooking at
| ong-term dam construction projects with alife of a
hundred years.

But tinmes have changed. And it's tine to
nove on.

The Northwest can do without some of the
al umi num plants. The Northwest can do with a little

bit higher electric rates. The Northwest can do
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wi t hout sonme of the irrigated farmng that's there.

And | think this is where we need to be
| ooking in the future.

And al so when you are | ooking at habitat,
you need to | ook at the shopping malls on fl oodpl ains,
you need to | ook at habitat restoration and where your
infrastructure is going.

| think barge navigation could be repl aced
by rail. It's the nost efficient, other than barge.
And | think you really need to |look at the efforts
t hroughout that area and | eave Al aska al one.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks a | ot
Tim

Becky Achten, followed by Joe Emerson,
foll owed by Greg Petrich.

Becky, are you here?

Joe Enmerson, followed by Greg Petrich
foll owed by Di ck Hof f man.

MR, JCE EMERSON: Thank you for the

opportunity to state my views here.

My nane is Joe Enerson. | ama conmercia
salmon troller. | began ny fishing career at age 16
working on ny father's troller. | now own and operate

nmy owmn 46 foot troller with ny wife and three children

as ny crew. OQur entire family is in comrercia
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fishing. Salnmon trolling is 90 percent of our fishing
effort.

Since | began trolling in 1973 Al askan
commerci al subsistence and sports fishernmen have nmade
tremendous sacrifices to restore sal non stocks al ong
t he Northwest coast.

The greatest burden of this conservation
effort has been on the comrercial troll fleet, the
primary harvesters of Chinook.

In nost cases restrictions in harvest for
conservation was accepted willingly by trollers as our
future prosperity is so directly linked to the health
of these magnificent fish.

Qur conservation effort has been
substantial and the inpact on fishing communities
t hroughout sout heast Al aska has been staggering.

The salmon troll industry is the economc
backbone of rural southeast Al aska and a mmj or
econom c contributor to its cities.

| have seen and experienced the extrene
hardship and financial failure that fishing famlies
have suffered in order to rebuild Chinook stocks.

Qur conservation efforts have produced
positive results in areas where natural sal non habitat

exi st.
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Al aska's Chi nook producing rivers have
hi storically high escapenents. 95 percent of the
Chi nook harvested in southeastern Al aska are from
hat chery or healthy, naturally spawni ng stocks. Only
8 percent of the Chinook harvested conme from stocks
that are not rebuilt. This 8 percent spawn in rivers
in the | ower 48 whose natural habitat has been altered
by dans, agricultural and urban spraw .

There is little Alaskans can do to rectify
t he degradation to the Col unbia and Snake Ri ver
ecosyst ens.

The solution to rebuilding the Snake River
Chinook is in the restoration of their natura
habi tat, not the continued harassnment of Al aska
fishernen.

| support the renmpoval of the four Lower
Snake River dans as the best and qui ckest way to save
t hese sal non from extinction.

It is time for the industry and the
citizens of the Colunbia and Snake River Basin to
sacrifice and take the necessary steps to save these
sal non.

For the last 20 years, these fish have been
saved. Unfortunately many of the fish have been

ground up in hydro dam turbines so that giant
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corporations could enjoy continued use of subsidized
electricity and water.

The managenent of the Colunbia River and
its tributary is sinply a national disgrace. The
i nterest of megacorporations involved in alum num
production, airplane manufacturing and agri busi ness
has been protected at the expense of the sal non and
t he peopl e who depend on them

| urge the U S. Corps of Engineers to take
the necessary steps to renove the four Lower Snake
Ri ver dans to save Snake River salnon from extinction

| also urge the National Marine Fisheries
Service to recogni ze the past conservation effort of
sout heast Al askans and not impose further neaningl ess
restrictions on the people of our region

| further urge National Marine Fisheries
Service and the U S. Arnmy Corps of Engineers to take
steps to restore natural spawni ng habitat throughout
the entire Pacific Northwest.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Joe.

Greg, followed by Dick Hoffrman, followed by
Ni col e Cordan.

MR, GREG PETRI CH: Good eveni ng, and
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wel come to Alaska. M nane is Geg Petrick, and I am
goi ng on about ny 14th year in the state of Al aska.

During ny time here | have worked as a
commercial -- or as a charter guide for four seasons.
I have worked on two trolling outfits over in Sitka.
And spent approximtely four years working for the
Department of Public Safety as a civilian on the State
Troopers Fish and Wldlife protection boats.

| think probably during that tinme working
with the Troopers |I got ny closest interactions with
the communities, snmaller fishing communities in
sout heast Al aska, and Kodi ak, and really got a fee
for what goes on and just how inportant fishing is to
t he whol e character and makeup of those pl aces.

When you tal k about a dollar value for the
fishery in Alaska, | think it's really mniscule
conpared to what that neans to the culture in those
t owns.

And if you have spent nmuch time around
those peopl e and watched them at work, you can surely
appreciate what a unique culture that is in Anerica
and why we need to preserve it in the future.

We are tal king about a | ot nore than just
dol l ars here.

Over and over we have heard the case
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toni ght about how the Al aska fishery contributes a

m ni scul e anount to the fish that are not reaching
their spawni ng grounds on the Col unbia system That
doesn't -- we don't need to repeat that, but | think
if one thing's inportant here, sonetime in the future
you are going to have to nake a decision when the rea
power politics cones into this situation, what you're
going to do, if you're going to do the right thing,
you are going to follow science, if you are going to
be fair to people who have really not contributed to
this situation.

During the | ast decade | have spent a good
anmount of my time, both as a professor and as a
vol unteer on various |and conservation issues in
Al aska, and that's been an eye opener as far as
wat chi ng power politics at work.

And | know when push cones to shove, the
spin nmasters and politicians will continue to hide
under the shell and switch every which direction and
| ook for scapegoats, and in this case Al askans can be
set up as easy scapegoats.

It's sinply not right, and | know that when
those decisions are put in front of you, you' re going
to knowit's not right, and I hope you act in the

ri ght way.
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Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

G eg.

Di ck Hof fman, foll owed by any Nicol e
Cordan, followed by Jeff Shelton

MR, DI CK HOFFMAN: Good eveni ng,

menbers of the caucus. M nanme is Dick Hoffman. | am
a 21 year resident of Juneau and | have been trolling
here for 21 years also. Have been very active in the
fishing issues, and such

There has been a | ot of good comment nade
toni ght, especially those fromthe Governor's office,
those by Dale Kelley, Carl Rosier, nunerous others.

| amgoing to talk a little bit about sone
of the economic stuff that's been discussed. One
issue that | have in the All-H paper is that it talks
about conparing the cost of taking the dans out, or --
yeah, taking the dans out, the ongoing costs of
remedi ation, are to try to bring these fish back on
the Col unbia River system

And then it conpares that with what the
val ue of the fishing industry is in 1990.

And | think it's kind of a pretty bogus
conpari son.

The fishing industry in 1990 has been
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severely inpacted on close onto four decades. Had it
progressed without those danms in place, it would have
been a nmuch nore significant industry in that area.
think that's a concern you shoul d address.

On the matter of economics, we hear a | ot
about the value of the Colunmbia River Basin to the
econony of the Pacific Northwest. [t provides
federally subsidized freight for the grain traffic
t hrough the managenent of this water system Those
farmers al so receive a trenendous anmobunt of irrigation
wat er .

And if for sone reason the finances don't
work out, in the end there's always the federal crop
subsi dy programthat guaranty you will be in business
next year.

It's not a future offered for fishernen.
Nor do fishernen want it. We want to earn our keep
We al so want the fish to continue into the future, we
want our kids and grand kits to be fishing.

Taking the last fish nmeans the end of that
i ndustry. W don't want that. |In relation to the
cost and the econom c devel opment there in the
Col unbi a Basin, the cheap power that's provided there
is roughly half the national formfor the kilowatt

hours. And it's expected that hopefully in 10 to 20
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years when the debt | oad on the dans are paid down,

that rate is going to be down anot her 50 percent, and

we are supposed to continue paying those federa

subsi dies through our tax dollars to keep up this

grain subsidies, transportation subsidies and the

cl ean power in the Pacific

| think that is

Nor t hwest .

i nappropriate. Al aska has

done all it can to preserve these fish. |In fact it's

done nore than its share.

It is tine for the Pacific Northwest to

address the problens that they have created with the

near extinction of these fi

sh and address that on

their own ground and do what they need to do, which is

breach the dans and the other habitat.

Wt hout that, here is no spawni ng beds.

W t hout spawni ng beds, these fish will go extinct.

M5. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks a | ot

Di ck.

Ni col e Cordan, followed by Jeff Shelton,

and Jeff is the | ast one si

gned up, so if there's

anyone el se out there who wants to speak, let nme know

now and | will call you up.
MS. NI COLE
Cordan | am here represent

Coalition and the Nationa

CORDAN: My nane is Nicole
ng the Save Qur WIld Sal non

Wldlife Federation
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Colonel, it's nice to see you here, we
m ssed you in Ketchikan and Sitka.

Li ke you and others, | have been at nmany of
the public hearings, including the one in Lew ston
and | have heard fishernen and conservations and
native peoples and | awers and doctors and econoni sts
and teachers and scientifics and parents and
grandparents and children all tell you, and sonetines
sing to you, the sane thing, that we want our sal non
back, is that fishernmen have paid enough for the
sal non declines, and that it's tine for you to face
this hard decision and to take out four federal dans
on the Lower Snake River.

Now Al askans have had the opportunity to
add their voice to this debate and they agree. Enough
i s enough. You've asked us to provide you with
additional information to help you make your
determi nations. And my question for you is, what else
do you need?

You know that the science tells you that
the best chance for recovering the sal non on the Snake
River is to remove the danms. You know that fishermen
can't do it by themselves. And they are sick of being
pi cked on just because it seens just a little too

easy.
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You know that you don't need anynore
informati on. We have studied this to death, alnpst to
death. And you know that there are no fish friendly
turbines. The Brigadier General has said so hinself.

And techno-fixes at the dams won't recover
these fish. You know that the people of the region of
the Pacific Northwest and | think here in Al aska as
well are prepared to help affected communities with
the transitions that will be necessary.

And you know from being at the public
heari ngs that the people down south believe that, and
are prepared to do what's necessary here to take these
dans out and to restore their sal non.

And you know that the econonmics, if you
i nclude all the econonics, including the cost to
fishing and tribal comunities and the cost for the
Cl ean Water Act, which actually save nobney to the
regi on.

So, these are all the things you know. And
they all point to the same answer. To dam renoval and
not continuing to break the backs of fishernen.

Agai n, what additional information do you
actual ly need? What we need to know is why you
haven't chosen the one alternative that will bring the

sal ron back, will restore, nmeet our other |egal and
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noral obligations.

It's just not that hard. W can all see
it. You should choose Alternative 4 to the Corps
DEI'S and, | guess it's Alternative 1 in the NWMFS

Federal Caucus paper and renove the Lower Snake River

dans.
Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,

Ni col e.
Jeff Shel ton.

MR, JEFF SHELTON: If there's really
not another name on the list, | suppose the bell's
irrelevant.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG | have

anot her name that just got added to the |ist.

MR. JEFF SHELTON: | didn't hear
t hat .
My nanme is Jeff Shelton, I'm-- | really
had not intended to speak to you tonight. | have too

many opportunities to talk to Larry as it is.

On the other hand, there are a couple
things that have come up that | thought | needed to
respond to.

I think, my name first is Jeff Shelton

I'"ve lived in Juneau for 30 years, including sone tine
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I fished in Washington, this will be ny 40th year
fishing comercially. | amalso Alaska's alternate
conmmi ssi oner on the fishing conm ssion.

| think it is readily apparent what the
general viewin this community is regarding the dans,
and that thene | won't address further, other than to
say that | think that there is a relatively straight
forward way of getting a nmeasure on what the inpact is
of the lower four Snake River dans on the Snake River
fall Chinook relative to other stocks of Chinook in
the system

The Hanford Reach really differs fromthe
Snake River primarily only in the existence of the
danms in that habitat, and | think the relative health
of that population conpared to the Snake River is a
pretty straight forward indication of what those dans
do to that system

Let me say a couple of things, | guess, in
preface, because the thenme of the evening that has
ot herwi se been apparent is that it is the opinion
around here that in this issue, Alaska really ought to
be left alone. It has done its thing.

And | don't want to repeat that explicitly,
but | think there is a feature of that that needs to

be el aborated in the fashion that | haven't heard.
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Back to a couple particulars that have
really bothered ne about the manner in which this has
evol ved tonight. It's a very difficult proposition
think for this public to respond to this caucus
presentation, in the sense you have a relatively
sophi sticated crew here in ternms of understanding the
way sal non popul ations work. And it's very difficult
to sit down and respond to a generic conceptual kind
of set of propositions.

You know, there aren't enough particulars
here for anybody to sit down and tal k about. Nobody
is tal king about what it neans potentially in the
Al askan fishery to have a reduction. And it's very
difficult to get hands around enough specifics here to
be very confident that we know what we're respondi ng
to.

I have heard a couple itens tonight that do
bot her nme, that the Col onel suggested for exanple that
60 percent of the downstream m grants goi ng through
the Snake River dans survive. That's patently untrue.
It cannot be. There is undoubtedly some way in which
that statistic can be put together in which that is
t he conclusion. But that is obviously not in the
context of the way that kind of analysis ordinarily

occurs by fisheries biologists.
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Were there that kind of survival rate, we
woul d not need to be here.

A couple quick points. The first is, and
one | have not heard tonight, | think it is
i nappropriate to suggest that on the one hand
everybody who's involved in this issue now needs to
make a contri buti on.

The first point to be made is only the
fishery really has nade a contribution to the solution
here thus far.

There have been a litany of reductions that
is rather apparent. It's even nore draconian to the
south than it is here, but it is bad enough here,
where the Boeing and the Mcrosoft of this econony
remains the fishery. It is devastating to this
econony to have further reductions.

Secondly, the huge advantages that accrued
to the Pacific Northwest through the construction of
the basic dans have in very real respect been
subsi di zed by the fisheries here.

We do not forget that the loss of all of
those stocks above the Hells Canyon Dam or above the
Grand Coul ee Dam were fundanmental |y the ones that
popul ated the far north congl onerate.

That has sinply been subtracted whol esal e
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fromthis fishery and is effectively a subsidization
of that econony by the one that's here and by the only
real independent industry that exists here.

That is not an irrelevant issue. You
cannot cone with some degree of arrogance and say
that's in the past, we're going to define it as no
| onger relevant. It is dam relevant, and what is
bei ng proposed now is a continuation of that thene.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Jeff, can
ask you as to wap up, because we do have soneone el se
who wants to speak. Thanks

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: I will give ny
turn up.

MR, JEFF SHELTON: Let nme wap it up.
| think it is very, very unfortunate in the way in
whi ch these proposal s have been laid out.

Havi ng spent sone time in Washi ngton and
Oregon over the course of the | ast few years,
primarily in the treaty context, it has not passed ny
attention, and | think nost others, that the proposa
has been made that reducing ocean fisheries can be the
functional equival ent of renoving the dans.

| don't want to get into an argunment about
whet her the dans should or should not be removed. You

have heard plenty of that.
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I think it is irresponsible, however, on
your part to suggest that politically speaking, in the
south, that is an alternative that the residents of
the Pacific Northwest can | ook at as being a plausible
ultimate solution to this problem That in fact you
can again point the finger to Alaska and say that
there's where your solution is, and that is the fol ks
we will go get.

4 percent of those that survive enough to
becone adults in the ocean get caught here. That's
all.

You know, there's no way you can shut down
the entire fishery and make a neani ngful contribution
to the kind of recovery you are tal king about. It
can't happen. And | think it's irresponsible for you
to suggest to the public in the south that this is a
potential way for themto | ook.

The probl em nust be solved down there if
it's going to be solved. |If it's not going to be
solved, it's not going to be solved down there. Yet
you have no business suggesting to themand it is
preposterous to suggest it to us that it can be done
her e.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
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much.
M chael MAlister.
MR, M CHAEL MALI STER: My nane is
M chael MAlister. | ama comercial fisherman here
in Al aska. However, | live on the headwaters of the

Grande Ronde River in Oregon. And the Grande Ronde
River is primarily the Snake River tributary in O egon
that would benefit fromthe renoval of the dans.

I have been a life-long resident of Oregon
and followed the Colunbia River fromchildhood really
through ny father's representing the Oregon Departnent
of Fish and Wldlife as a public relations officer and
as an outdoor rider in the state.

So it's been kind of a -- life long
nonitoring for me. As a commercial fisherman in
Al aska for the |last 20 years, | al so oppose the
further restriction of harvesting by Al aska fishernen
for the benefit of Colunbia River sal non.

As well as being a commercial fisherman,
ama biologist. | work privately on a consulting
basis for the tinber industry, both federal and state
agencies. | know empirically the State of Oregon as
wel | as anybody. | mean, acre by acre, polygon by
pol ygon, delineation by delineation, watershed to

wat er shed.
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My concern and ny appearance here this
evening for being able to present to you or offer ny
concerns is that as an Oregonian, the enphasis at this
time for conserving anadronous fisheries is being
shifted to the extent that it is to the nost
irreversibly altered systemin the state.

The State of Oregon has problens from
border to border. Every watershed in the Oregon coast
range has its problems. [|'m deeply concerned that the
public perception has been shifted to where
conservation of salnmon is synonynous with the upper
Col unbi a and Snake River at this tinme.

I f the Endangered Species Act, which I have
the highest regard for, is going to be confronted with
controversy, it is that absolutely essential that
credibility be able to prevail

The designations of critical habitat,
recogni zing the critical habitats and the scal e of
degradati on of the Colunbia River streams, | seriously
question the pursuit here. And | don't think that we
have seen the best science relative to evaluating the
potential for success in removing those dans, and
subj ecting the public there, here and el sewhere, to
funding that as an end relative to the nuch greater

potentials that exist there.
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There are so many other greater potentials,
and | feel like this is really a snoke screen and a
diversion to the realities for anadronous fish
recoveries in the State of Oregon

I am very concerned about the credibility
of this whole thing. And that's really nmy nessage,
and | really appreciate the opportunity here in

Al aska, it's kind of a fluke that |'m here preparing

for a fishery, but | really appreciate -- | nean, al
the coments. [It's kind of hard for me to get up here
and say, | don't believe -- I'"'mnot saying, | don't
believe in taking out the dans, | nean, | don't have a

feeling one way or the other
But I'mjust real concerned about the
credibility of the analysis up to this point, and the
proposal s that have been put forward. | am not
confortable with it at all
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks a | ot
M chael .
Ri chard Gordon, followed by Scott Swanson,
foll omed by LeeAnne Tryon.
MR. Rl CHARD GORDON: Just three
points. And | apologize, | haven't been here through

nost of the hearing. Two of these three points have
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been hamrered out a lot, and nmy third one was
basically just discussed.

But in any event, first of all, |I've read,
correctly or incorrectly, that well under 1 percent is
estimated of the Coho runs that go up the Snake coul d
possi bly be affected by Al askan fi shernen.

If that order of magnitude is anywhere near
correct, then | think the governnent is doing
sonet hi ng absolutely insane and idiotic froma
bi ol ogi cal standpoint, not to nention a politica
standpoint, by trying to inpact Al askan fishernen.

I just don't think it makes biol ogica
sense. Since the object hopefully is to restore
heal t hy sal non runs and not ruin economes, it seens
governnment insanity.

The second point is in general, if al
t hi ngs bal ance out, benefit to cost, so to speak, and
I amtal king not just economics, | amtalking biology,
then | do support the renoval of these dans, and ot her
dans where you can have a realistic chance of
restoring a fish run and the inpact on the surrounding
folks is sufficiently small, or can be obviated, which
| have read in this case it can be for npost people.

And | do support renoving the dams. But

this would be subject to nmy third point, and they
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generality touched on it in a way, but | think it is
much nore inportant to put enphasis on the many, many
stocks of Pacific Northwest sal nonids which are
decreasi ng, but biologists believe to be restorable to
a healthy state at some time in the future

| think it also is governed by idiocy, and

some of ny friends will disagree with nme on this, to
spend mllions of dollars, dam the econony of
mllions of people, like trying to restoring sonething

that is probably unrestorable, or marginally so.

The inportance is to work on the ones that
are going downhill, that are threatened or are of
seri ous concern, to where you have a reasonabl e chance
by putting in enough noney, tinme and energy to restore
t hem

And this brings up the principle, trying to
mai ntain or restore the greatest diversity of types of
aquatic ecosystens in Washi ngton, Oregon and | daho.
Some of themw Il be of great econom c benefit if they
are successful, and sone | ess so.

But | think having a diversity of aquatic
eco types is far nmore inportant than spending tens of
mllions of dollars on a few dyi ng stocks and ignoring
everyt hing el se.

Thank you.
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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks a | ot
Ri chard.
Scott Swanson, followed by LeeAnne Tryon.
MR. SCOTT SWANSON: Good evening. MW
name is Scott Swanson, a troller here in southeast.

I didn't have anything prepared here except
for | just think that, nothing's ever been proved that
the troll fleet has ever wi ped out an entire run of
salmon. | think that, after many decades of trolling
and fishing, that the salnon here in Al aska are stil
viable, and that the state of Al aska has done an
excellent job in keeping our fishery going.

I think that through the years our fishery
has decli ned, as has been brought out by many peopl e,
and that we need to get the stocks rebuilt.

Ri ght now | think that the best thing that
coul d probably happen, right now there are mllions of
tons of snow up in the mountains of Idaho, and if you
don't want to take out any dans, at |least this spring,
at least let some nore of the water come through, and
maybe some nore salnon will get out and survive and
make it back.

That's all | have to say. Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thanks,

Scott.
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LeeAnne Tryon.
MS. LEE ANNE TRYON: H. M nane is

LeeAnne Tryon, and | am a sal non advocate, and | favor
taki ng out the four dans on the Lower Snake River. |
didn't cone easy to this decision, though

| started out as a scientist. | went to
college in Walla Walla, saw the sane poor MII| Creek
stream that sone gentleman tal ked about earlier that
was channelized. Spent four years in the shadow of
t hose four dams, just a stone's throw away. And back
then | thought science would solve everything, and if
we just solved the science, it would take us where we
needed to go, and we would be able to restore fish.

| amwith a coalition of comercia
fishernen, sport fishermen and conservationists that
believe that taking out these dans is the best way to
save these fish

And | have the dubious distinction of
havi ng been all of those things, and as soneone said
earlier, not everyone in those canps tends to agree
wi th each other on many things, but we do agree on
this.

And | really urge you to start at the
begi nning, look at the science, talk to the fisheries

managenment, talk to the comrercial fishermen, and talk
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to the sal non advocates and do what is right and take
t hese dans out.

| really appreciate you |listening. Thank
you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks a | ot

LeeAnne.

LeeAnne was our |ast person signed up. So
| just wanted to doubl e-check

Is there anybody out here who wanted to
speak who hasn't had the opportunity to testify
toni ght?

Al right. | want to thank you all very,
very rmuch for coming out tonight and sharing your
t houghts with these folks on the panel. | want to
thank the panel for listening. | thank you all so
much for taking tinme to cone down tonight and share
Wi th us your thoughts.

COL. JI M WADDELL: I want to thank

you all for hanging with us for the whol e period here.
This is the 14th of the 15 of these hearings we have

been hol di ng around the region.

(10:30 p.m)
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