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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Pl ease state
your nanme, and if you are with an organi zation or an
agency, please |let us know.

If you don't want to state that because you
are not with one, or you are not representing them
today, that's fine, too.

At the beginning here we would like to
of fer the Mayor, Bob Weinstein, the opportunity to
come up and speak, and then we will nove on and we
will start after Bob with Roland Stanton, foll owed by
John Burke, followed by Wayne Wei hi ng.

And | apologize if |I say your names w ong.
| am not nmeaning to. No disrespect.

MR. BOB WEI NSTEI N: You did a good
job on mne. Thank you.

My nane is Bob Weinstein. | amthe Mayor
of the City of Ketchikan, and | guess my conments are
directed to all agencies involved with this issue and
deci si on.

First of all I'd |like to thank you for
com ng here to discuss an issue of great inportance to
this community, to this area

VWile | don't have any expertise in this,
nmy coments will be |I'msure magnified by those on

both sides who do have a | ot of expertise on this
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subj ect .

It's nmy understanding that significant and
further reductions of the Al askan fish harvest will
have virtually no positive inpact on Snake River fish.

Those reductions, however, should a
deci sion be made to i nplenent them wll have mmjor
adverse inpacts on commercial and sports fisheries in
this area, and therefore significant adverse inpacts
upon the economy of this conmunity.

This area is already suffering economcally
due to federal policy changes with respect to tinber
harvests. W don't need another federal policy change
which will have a di sparate personal and econom c
i mpact upon this area

Deci si ons such as this should be based upon
sci ence, which ny understanding, that scientists
i nside Al aska and outside Al aska agree that restoring
Snake River fish will not be acconplished by further
harvest reductions in Al aska.

The question seens to be a sinple one.
Even though the answer may not be. The question is,
do you have Snake River fish, or do you have Snake
Ri ver dans?

In closing, Alaska and Al askans are not the

problem Therefore, we should not be the solution
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Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Bob.

Rol and Stanton, followed by John Burke,
fol | owed by Wayne Wi hi ng.

MR. ROLAND STANTON: | ama retired
engi neer and observer. | amnot a fishernman.

If you want to get birds off an island,
pigs. Two pigs will work fine. W use themon a
airport up north, an island in front of an airport.
Works great. They eat the eggs.

I"'mhere to tell you, really to coment on
the fisheries from Frazier R ver south and what's gone
wrong in the ocean and what you can do about it.

Wal Iy Hickel, when he was Secretary of the
Interior, he's a former Covernor of Alaska, made the
California sea lions sacred. Can't touch them Can't
talk to them Can't throw rocks at them Can't shoot
at them anynore.

So, one sea lion at Ballard in Seattle at
the mouth of the fish | adder managed to wi pe out a
total fish run all by hinmself, and now he has buddi es.
So they have finished them off.

And there's 200,000 of them now, courtesy

of Wally Hickel, who took them from 10,000 up to
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200,000 with a stroke of a pen, and now that years
have passed, and can you manage how nany sal non
200,000 sea lions can eat?

And now the solution. Recently, oh, ten
years ago there was a big die off of seals in the
north sea by England and Norway. Wen they checked it
out, they discovered that a dog di sease w ped out the
seals. Can't renenber whether it was distenper or
parvo, or sonething like that.

So the solution is really easy. Al we
need to do is take one dead dog, cut it up, put pieces

of it in herring and feed it to a sanple popul ation

like ten of sea lions, and we will have a nice
epi demi c, and your problemw ||l be sol ved
In about ten years you will be able to

overfish the nmouth of the Col unbia again.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thanks a | ot
Rol and.

John Burke, followed by Wayne Wi hi ng,

followed by Richard | think it's Schuerger

MR, JOHN BURKE: The 4-H paper. W
nane is John Burke. | have been professionally
involved with fisheries for the past 30 years.
worked with the Departnent for 20 years until |

retired two years ago.
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While | was working for the departnment the
| ast five years | was at Headquarters. At that time |
wor ked on the Chinook technical comittee for the
Paci fic Sal non Treaty. | was the state's expert
Wi tness on the harvest and distribution of mgratory
pat h Chi nook took for the U S. vs. Washi ngton case.

| drafted several of the state's Section 7
permt applications related to the incidental harvest
of Snake River fall Chinook. | also was the state's
alternative representative to the inplenmentation team
for a period of two years.

I amcurrently the General Manager of
sout hern sout heast regi onal aquacul ture association
and after all of that, | amhere to represent nyself.

These fish are very inportant to us. |
think you wanted to hear that, and | hope you will
t oni ght .

At the level of long termdifficult life
hi story choices, these fish are here, that is why many
of us live here, period.

We canme here because of them we stay here
because of them | realize this is a |egal exercise
as nmuch as anything el se.

One solution would be to mninmally

forestall the extinction of these fish while others
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range to actually restoring the runs of Snake River
fall Chinook to the level of health that would support
some harvest in the river as well as at |east

i nci dental harvest el sewhere.

It is hard to inagi ne Al askan fishernmen or
per haps any fishernen anywhere that woul d support a
pl an that was designed to sinply prevent extinction
and not hing nore.

Most of us, including our own scientists,
only have a vague concept of exactly what that neans.
| think Larry tried to explain that today. |It's very
difficult to explain.

I would like to talk about two of the Hs
that have brought the fish where they are today.

Hydro and habitat.

In Al aska we manage our salnon fisheries in
a sustainable fashion. In fact the |ast several years
some of these fisheries have reached all tinme harvest
records.

And obviously nature has a ot to do with
t hat .

W try to do all the inportant things and
yet we certainly have made ni stakes managi ng our
fisheries. But sonehow these do not seemto

accurul ate over tinme and the stocks nobst often quickly
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recover. \Wy?

There is one reason for this and one reason
al one. The habitat utilized by these fish is largely
unaltered. The Pacific salnon is a very resilient
animal and if, and only if, they have an opportunity
to recover, they will, but wi thout habitat, regardless
of the neasures our nmanagers m ght take, they do not
have that opportunity.

I will skip to near the end. | would Iike
to tal k about hatchery shortly. W have a nunber of
successful programs in Al aska. W have run our
hat chery with serious constraints involving genetics,
pat hol ogy and fish culture.

We' ve al ways judged them based on adult
returns and the value of those returns, never on the
nunber of fish released. Sinply put, all hatcheries
are not the same. They should not be painted with the
same brush. There are probably things you could do
wi th innovative measures and enhancenent which coul d
hel p these fish cone back.

There is a strong prejudi ce agai nst
hat cheries on the Colunbia River. Perhaps if you
coul d I ook beyond these prejudices, do sone innovative
things, hatcheries mght actually help you nore than

you have thought.
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Just to summarize, a brief coment about
the economic analysis. |If the things you put forward
don't work, you really haven't put the other part in
the equation, the cost to these people here of the
failure. 1t's not there.

Finally I would think Alternative Nunber 1
woul d be the one | would nost generally support.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, John.

Wayne Wei hing, followed by Richard
Schuerger, followed by Nevin Muy.

MR, WAYNE WEI HI NG Thank you. For
the record nmy nane is Wayne Wei hing. | have been a
|l ong term resident of southeastern Al aska.

My background is | have comercial fished,
I continued to support fish. | have fished for
subsi stence. | have watched the changes in the
fisheries here in southeastern, ny friends in all the
peer groups. | have seen them taken sone real hits as
far as reductions, to save sone of the Snake River
sal non.

I would advocate for a real aggressive
approach in the nethods that you spoke on tonight,

tal ki ng about restoring those areas that are taking
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sal non away and not allowing themto get past either
the dans, and it's a very conplex issue, one of which
I would Iike to speak to a little bit tonight, is ny
experience with Eastern Oregon, Western Idaho, is a
habi tat issue.

When those farmers and ranchers got the
wat er that they never had before, and they got so nany
acre-feet of water, there was no real conservation
met hods put into place, such as settling ponds. They
flood irrigated.

If they had the water, they paid for it,
and it went right in the irrigation ditches, waste
wat er ditches, back into the rivers.

Wth that it carried a lot of the soil with
it, it silted over habitat, it carried agricultura
chemicals and fertilizers with it.

So when you | ook at dam breaching and you
| ook at restoring the run, | think a real inportant
conponent of that is when those fish have a free
chance to go soneplace, they will need inproved
spawni ng gravel .

And sone of the places you are talKking
about tonight doesn't include the areas that I'm
speaki ng of where the tributaries of the Snake, not

necessarily in that area that you are tal king about
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dam breaching, but | really believe that it needs to
be | ooked at in a larger scale to address many of
these issues of the destroyed habitat.

And | thank you for the opportunity tonight
to speak. | will followup with witten conments.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Wayne

Ri chard Schuerger, followed by Nevin My,
foll owed by Susan Wal sh.

Ri chard, am | saying your nane right?

MR. RI CHARD SCHUERCER: You got it
right. M nane is Rich Schuerger, and I am a 25 year
resi dent of Al aska here, been fishing here for 25
years.

Most of the comments of ny ideas have
al ready been made.

Al aska has very responsibly managed
fishery, and we have gone through a | ot of
conservation, and it's cost peopl e noney, sone people
nore than others, different fisheries.

But once again, | think the habitat is the
key to the answer here rather than further reductions
of Alaska's fisheries.

Unfortunately, being in Al aska here, after



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

wat chi ng many of our friends go through the Pacific
Sal non Treaty process there and how Al aska gets
treated a lot of tinmes, one feels like you live in a
resource col ony, because there is so nmuch nore
pressure from down bel ow, from | arger popul ati ons, and
it seens |ike everybody in the whole country has got
to tell Al aska howto do stuff.

You know, whereas you woul d never think of
telling Florida howto do anything, fromliving up in
Al aska

But living up in Alaska, everywhere el se
has an opinion on how Al aska shoul d be run.

I think there was a tradeoff nmade, starting
30, 50 years ago with the dans. They decided to trade
their habitat and build their lifestyle with
electricity and farm ng, and that's good.

Now the result is what you have now is very
poor runs in the rivers there. You're looking to us |
think as one of the solutions to pay for sonebody
el se's problens. And | don't think -- | think it
shoul d be | ooked at in that |ight, then.

There is al so one comment nade about the
farmers bl am ng the ocean runs, or the lack of the
runs on the wild fisheries.

I think you guys should al so present the
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real viable and good fishery we have got going on here
in Al aska, because those people don't know.

I know you have al ready been there, gotten
conments fromthem Those fol ks haven't got a clue of
what's going on. Because they don't really know.

They just get their ideas fromwhat they read in the
newspapers and the nedia, that the oceans are al
dead, and that's not the case in Al aska.

And they don't realize, |Iike the Canadi ans
didn't, that we don't take that many of their fish,
conpared to our whole harvest that we do.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very nmuch, Rich

Nevin May, followed by Susan Wl sh,
foll owed by Gary Souza.

MR. NEVI N MAY: My name is Nevin My,
and | am | guess a 34, 35 year resident of Ketchikan

I make nmy living comrercial fishing and
have all the time that | have been here. And | would
like to be in opposition of any option that would
decrease our harvest of salnmon in any way.

We have been getting decreased here it
seens |i ke every year, we have been getting cut back

| think it was '95, '94 we got cut back 34,000
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Chi nook, for trying to save the Snake River fish.

And | don't think that we can have a viable
fishery if we are cut back any further. It's gotten
to the point now where it's pretty tough. And our
i npact on those stocks seens to be so mniml, our
cutting back any further wouldn't do a great deal of
good.

And we al so don't have any inpact on the
steel head which are in trouble there. And we have no
i npact on the bull trout which are in trouble.

So | think it's time to |l ook at the habitat
and sone of these other things that may or nmay not
sol ve your problens.

But | don't think that anybody here thinks
that we can, including you guys. | just don't think
there's a way that we can solve those problens with
further reductions here.

And it's a shame that you're not -- you're
only going to four cities here, instead of sonme of the
rural communities that are a hundred percent dependent
on fisheries to make a living, what nmniml one it may
be.

And any further cutbacks would destroy, it
woul d be just hard to tell how many people's lives and

i velihood.
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So | would just like to say that | woul d
oppose in any manner that | could any further
reductions in our harvest rates here.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you for
your comments, Nevin.

Susan Wal sh, followed by Gary Souza,
foll owed by Jack Lee.

MS. SUSAN WAL SH: Good evening. MW
name i s Susan Wal sh, and ny comments address both the
Corps draft environmental statenent and the Federa
Caucus, All-H paper.

And | am here to support the renoval of the
four | ower Snake River danms as the best way to restore
the salmon runs in the Colunbia River Basin.

As a nurse | understand all too well that
we can treat a child with asthma with all the
state-of-the-art nedicine in the energency room as
you poi nted out, but until we restore the environnment
to a healthy environnent, that child will continue to
have probl ens.

Your own science shows that no other option
has as high a chance of restoring those runs as taking
out these dams. Current harvest and further limting

Al askan fishermen won't bring the sal non back
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You are asking Alaskans to linmt the
child' s exposure to a canary while the dans represent
a snoke filled roomfull of dust mites, cats and dogs.

It istine to | ook at the real problens,
and as our Governor has stated, the hydro systemis a
killing field for these fish, causing nore than 80
percent human cause nortality.

I would also like to applaud those efforts
in looking in your caucus information here, to | ook at
the recovery actions and changes in ecol ogica
condi tions, and thus the status of the fish and
wildlife.

M. Wiite did go ahead and reiterate the
pesticide used in the rural Idaho area and the
degradation stated in here when the river returns to
hi gh velocity streans, and the degradati on of the
gravel beds for spawning.

And | appl aud your efforts of |ooking at
all of the ram fications of human inpact.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Susan.

Gary Souza, followed by Jack Lee, followed
by Kay Andrew.

MR, GARY SOUZA: My name is Gry
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Souza. | amrepresenting Tongass Sport Fishing
Association. And | have been a resident of Ketchikan
for 15 years.

VWhen the National Marine Fisheries Service
was in this same forumfive years ago to take public
conment on related issues, their own docunents
summari zed in other ways clearly stated that the
deni se of the Snake River and Col unmbi a Basi n sal noni ds
was due to dams. Up to 95 percent nortality rates on
sonme years.

At the sanme tinme there was a bl ockage of up
to 40 percent historic spawni ng habitat.

The dans are beyond a shadow of the doubt
the problem And all night you have been hearing
things that we as a conmunity are against.

I"'mgoing to tell you sonething we're for
We're for every proposal to breach those dans.

Secondly. Further harvest restrictions to
deal with this problemfly directly in the face of
conservation nmeasures recently reached. In 1999 the
state of Al aska signed the Pacific Salnmon Treaty with
Oregon, Washington, Canada to neet, anobng ot her
subj ects, as well as allocation, the Endangered
Speci es Act.

Thirdly. Resident sport fishernen, the
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gui ded sport group, and conmercial fishernen, al
these three user groups would all suffer by the
potential further restrictions to harvest.

In conclusion, | want to say this. That
resi dents of the Northwest have clearly, historically
made poor sacrificial choices in favor of power and
agriculture to the neglect of fisheries.

We believe strongly that it is conpletely
unfair and inequitable to cause Al askans and visitors
to Alaska to suffer nore for a problem not caused by
anyone who fishes here.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Gary.

Jack Lee, followed by Kay Andrew, followed
by Eric Hummel .

MR. JACK LEE: My nanme is Jack Lee.
| am about a 20 year resident up here. | amprimarily
a sport fisherman, although I have commercial fished
al so.

Pretty nmuch everything | had to say has
been sai d.

If you want my blessing to take out the
dans, take themout (indicating). But don't think

your problemis going to stop there, gentlenen.
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I was born and raised in Northeast
Washi ngton, | know the problens on those rivers start
on the Colunbia up in Canada where you've got pulp
mlls, refineries, continues on downstream through
agriculture, nmore mlls, the fish get nuked at
Hanf or d.

You nane it. They've got a tough road to
hoe there. You go up the Snake. You've got a paper
mll that's how many nillions of gallons of heated
wat er does it dunp into the Snake?

Take them out, but don't stop. Don't cone
back to Al aska and ask us to quit catching fish unti
you have taken care of all of those problens, because
peopl e of the Northwest have benefited from being able
to have cheap power, being able to raise crops in a
virtual desert, which is basically what benefits your
agriculture.

That's not real wet country down there
wi t hout the water com ng out of that river.

So, clean it up, get rid of the pollution,

get rid of the agricultural runoff.

And, | don't know, |'ve seen the Col unbia
when they let the water down behind it. [It's not the
same as it used to be, you know. You are going to

have a | ot of work there to restore that habitat.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

19

So, let's not just say, oh, yeah, we took
out the dams and we did our part, nowit's up to
Al aska, because it's not.

You' ve got a tough road to hoe ahead of you
there, and it's going to take a |lot nore than pulling
those dans out before ne and a | ot of other Al askans
are going to be willing to sacrifice our fish for
you.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Jack.

Kay Andrew, followed by Thomas -- no,

followed by Eric Hummel, followed by Thomas Fi sher.

MS. KAY ANDREW Good evening. W
name is Kay Andrew. | ama life-long resident of
Ket chi kan.

In my opinion Alaska has gi ven enough.
It's time the federal government hel d Washi ngton and
Oregon responsi ble for their problens.

If they want cheap power, then they wll
have to live and accept the fish problens that they
are having.

Qur comunity has taken a huge econonica
hit in the last two years in the |oss of our pulp

mll. A lot of the side tinber industries that went
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with that.

We can't take another hit. W can't afford
it. W won't be able to live in this conmunity. W
provide the pristine waters to raise the fish that
come fromall over the Northwest. It's not up to us
to save the poor fishery managenent practices of
Washi ngton and Oregon.

The feds. ruined the fisheries in Al aska
when it was a territory. Wen we becane a state and
the state took over the managenent of the resource of
the fisheries, they have rebuilt the fisheries to
record nunbers.

Maybe what you fol ks ought to do is talk to
our fisheries experts and see what they think, what
their opinions are of rebuilding your stocks.

Fi x your habitat. Renobve the dans.

Predator problens. And all the other problens that
you have. And then conme and talk to Alaska if you are
still having problens.

A | ot of people here tonight have a | ot of
personal feelings on this, because this is how we nake
our living. This is why we choose to raise our
famlies in this comunity.

So we are asking you, not to give us

another hit. W really can't help you.
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Thanks.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Kay.

Eric Humrel, followed by Thomas Fisher,
foll owed by TimBristol.

MR. ERI C HUMMEL: My nane is Eric
Hunmmel . | amthe director of the Tongass Conservation
Society. | have lived here in Ketchikan for 20 years.

To me what seens very obvious is that what
we've got is in the Colunbia Basin is an ecol ogi ca
melt down. The fact that it has accel erated, that we
have had |isted of four species in the Snake River, is
where it started and now we have 19 species that |
count on the handout that you gave to us.

It is plain that this -- the trend is very
definitely going in the wong direction. And that's
obvi ous al so from your presentation.

A catastrophe, if you want to go to that
extreme, is sonething, in this case, has happened
because of sone decisions that were nade, both by the
agencies and basically at a regional |level, as to what
the priorities were.

The problemwi th that is that the situation
has becone where the econonic costs and benefits are

not shared equally by the sanme people.
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In other words, the costs go to one party
and the benefit goes to sonebody else. And that's
certainly what's driven the econom ¢ boon in the
Paci fic Northwest.

The probl em when we start talking about the
analysis of it is that the sane probl em happens in the
econonic analysis. It shows the costs or the benefits
to -- it's very easy for exanple to say how much power
is lost by the dans.

But when we tal k about all the different
peopl e who are affected at a | ocal |evel here in
Ket chi kan and Sitka, Juneau, et cetera, it's very
difficult to quantify.

Because |I'mnot a fisherman, and yet this
has an enornmous effect on ne. And there are |ots of
people in Al aska and throughout the Northwest who are
goi ng to experience this.

But the fact is, what's happened is that
the costs have been di spersed out over a broad enough
base that until finally the economc -- until the
ecol ogi cal system has now nelted down and we can no
| onger avoid a redistribution of those costs and
benefits back to where they bel ong.

And the way in which to do that is to

breach the dans, return the habitat for the sal non,
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not to put further costs on the Al aska fishernen.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks a | ot
Eric.
Tom Fi sher, Thomas Fisher, followed by Tim
Bristol, followed by Bruce Wall ace.

MR, THOVAS F| SHER: H. M nane is

Thomas Fisher. | ama 40 year resident of Ketchikan
Al aska. Yes, | ama salnon troller. | have trolled
my own boats since | was 13 years old. | have al so

been on the sout hern southeast regional agriculture
Board of Directors for alnost 12 years.
| appreciate the opportunity to testify in

something so vital to ny very existence as the

Col unbi a Ri ver Chinook and would like to thank you for

your tinme.

Let's tal k about the nmagnificent creature
call ed the Chinook for a mnute. As you well know,
Chi nooks are the | argest of the sal non species, and
the reason that that is, is because when they enter
fresh water to spawn, they have a | ong and arduous
journey upriver in which they eat nothing.

Chi nook prepare themselves all of their
lives for this trip up the river, and all the

hardshi ps that a fast running and free river
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gener at es.

If they were to swimup a placid canal I|ike
the Col unbia River has been turned into, they would be
the size of pink sal non.

They have evolved into a creature that
needs a wild and long running river to conplete their
life cycles.

As | have thought about and watched the
debate over the Colunbia River Chinook, | have
marvel ed at how peopl e cannot accept responsibility
for choices made years ago

Whet her the people who built these dans on
the Colunbia River realized it or not, they nmade sone
clear choices as to what was inportant to the Pacific
Nor t hwest .

These choi ces were cheap el ectrical power,
irrigation for farnms, and a port for shipping in
| daho. These choi ces were made over the freedom of
the Col unbi a River drainage and Chi nook sal non. And
SO we sit.

So here we sit, trying to act as Cod,
wanting to bring back the Chinook runs that were
witten off years ago, whether anyone realized it or
not .

But still witten off when the dans were
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constructed.

There seens to be a group of people and
interest out there that still don't want to face up to
the fact that they can't have their cake and eat it,
too. This group would nuch rather point their fingers
at the Alaskan troll fleet and say elimnate them not
t he dans.

This seens totally idiotic. The trol
fl eet has been in existence for a hundred years, and
t he sal non have continued to thrive in Alaska, as |ong
as they have free rivers to swi mup.

It is always easier to point your fingers
at sonebody el se than accept responsibilities for
choi ces made and |ifestyles you live.

| read sonewhere a year or so ago that a
billion dollars had been spent on the Col unbia River
Chi nook and was amazed at how foolishly nmoney can be
spent.

I wonder why this noney was not spent on
sal mon runs that are still healthy enough that they
woul d generate sone returns for the nonies spent.

As | think about the Endangered Species
Act, | am amazed at man and how he thinks he can stop
evol ution and act a God.

I think there cones a tinme when we nust
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realize that as humans, we've nmessed up. And not
t hrow good noney after bad.

We should | ook at species that we can
actually do sonme good at protecting, whether it be
fish or sone little bug. Spend money there and not
try to reverse tine and elimnate lifestyles that had
no voi ces in choices made.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Tom | am
going to have to ask you as to wap up.

MR, THOMAS FI SHER: Well, 1 know.
One of the things that | really resent about this is
you cone to town, and you give us three m nutes, you
know, to say, talk about this, and this is the only
chance 1'mgoing to get to say ny piece, and |'ve got
six mnutes on this testinmony.

| tried to shorten it.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Well, | wll
tell you will what, we have allowed three mnutes for
everybody in the region.

What | would like you to do is ask that you
turn that in for us. The witten testinony is going
to be very inportant to us.

MR RI CHARD POLLEN: | give you ny
three mnutes. | have signed up

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Does that work



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

for what you have for the Corps?

MR, WADDELL: It don't nmess up
anything. W do want your testinony.

MR THOVAS F| SHER: I will present it
witten, but would I like --

MR, WADDELL: It's on record if you
gi ve us the paper.

MR. THOVAS FI SHER: | don't believe
t here are enough salnon in the Colunbia River to
regenerate the runs of yesterday.

Even if we could turn back tinme and destroy
the dans, which is the only thing that m ght work.

| fear, though, that the easier choice is
to tell the Alaskan troller that he can no | onger work
at his chosen profession; harvesting healthy sal non
runs.

| have considerabl e noney and sweat equity
wrapped up in ny fishing business, and a 75 percent
reduction in the Chinook quota in Alaska puts ne out
of business and nmaking nmy investnent worthl ess.

If the federal governnent should decide to
restrict the Chinook catch in Alaska as drastically as
proposed to protect a few hundred Chi nook, then we the
harvesters of this great resource should be

conpensat ed.
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When trolling | have operated responsibly,
when running ny gear, when | have been in areas of
hi gh Chi nook abundance to avoid catching them

And now if the federal governnent is going
to put me out of business, it is tine for the federa
governnent to act responsibly.

I woul d consider fair conpensation
sonmewhere in the nei ghborhood of $900,000 to not catch
anot her Chinook for the rest of ny life.

You laugh. [I'mnot. The way | arrive at
this figure is | average $30,000 for a season's
fishing. | have a hundred thousand dollars invested
in my fishing operation. | figure | have 30 years of
fishing left in this body.

So if you do the math, you can see |I'm
still losing a hundred thousand dollars. The funny
thing is, there is still not a chance of the Col unbia
Ri ver Chinook surviving even with the elimnation of
the Alaska troll fleet.

I woul d advocate breaching of the dans.
However, | feel this is not really going to happen,
and not sure that Chinook runs are too far gone to do
any good anyhow. This would again probably just throw
nore good nmoney after bad.

| ask that you consider the fish and the
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peopl e of Alaska and the Pacific Northwest in your
determ nation as to what to do about the Chi nook of
t he Col unbi a River.

Per haps you could | ook at other river
systens and sal non runs that are not yet extinct and
see if they are not a better choice to concentrate
effort and noney rather than a few hundred Chi nook
t hat have no chance of surviving no matter what we
do.

It is said we have net -- It is sad we have
messed up sonething as magnificent as the Col unbia
Ri ver Chi nook. However, the reality of the situation
is we have. And nowit is tinme we |learn from our
m st akes and not allow it to happen again. W should
spend our noney and resources in areas that wll
actually benefit and protect what we have |eft of
heal t hy sal non resources.

Let's wake up to reality and put our
efforts into what we actually have |eft, rather than
destroy people's way of |ife over sonmething we | ost 50
years ago

I thank you for your tine.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very nuch, Thonmas.

TimBristol, followed by Bruce Wall ace,
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followed by F. N Herff.

MR. TI M BRI STOL: My nanme is Tim
Bristol. | amhere fromthe Save Qur WId Sal non
Coalition, a group made up of conmercial, sport, and
recreational fishing interests, and conservation
groups and citizens fromall walks of Iife down in the
Nort hwest and up here in Al aska.

| just want to thank the Federal Caucus for
com ng here and listening to what we have to say and
al so thank the Federal Caucus for actually com ng up
with an issue that | think just about all southeast
Al askans can agree upon. From a conservation
standpoint, it's not that often that that happens
here.

I would just like to reiterate the support
for Alternative A, which is damrenoval. | think the
reason we are actually going through this exercise
right now i s because authorities have spent 25 years
and about three billion dollars on technical fixes
associated with these dans, that just don't sinply
wor K.

The dans don't mmke sense anynore.
Breaching these four dans on the Snake is clearly in
the best interests of Alaska, commercial, sport,

subsi stence fisheries.
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And one of the things | was |ooking at the
paper here tonight, breaching the four |ower Snake
Ri ver dams, it says, is it sufficient, and then it
says in bold type, probably not. But if you go down
under neath here, one of the sub heads, it says, likely
to be sufficient for Snake River fall Chinook and
st eel head.

And fall Snake River Chinook is the one
that we are on the hook so to speak for here. | would
have liked to have seen that in bigger type. | think
that is a really inportant point.

And just to follow up on what nobst people
have said here, it is pretty clear that Al aska
commercial fishing interests and sport fishing
interests just are not the cause of the problem here
and | would like to see themheld harmess in this
process.

We just went through the Pacific sal non
treaty. A lot of tough choices were made here,
sacrifices were nade, fish were given up. And the
Paci fic Northwest is now facing a very difficult
choice, a very tough choice, but it's one that they
have to make, it's their problem and the solution has
to be -- has to evolve down there, and clearly the

best first step is to breach these four dans on the
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Snhake.
Thanks again for coming and listening to

what | had to say and what everybody el se had to say

t oni ght .
MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you,
Tim
Bruce Wal |l ace, followed by F. W Herff.
MR. BRUCE WALLACE: Good evening. W
name is Bruce Wallace. | ama commercial fishernen

and | have been down the road that you guys are on
nore times than | care to think about.

I think | amgoing to speak to the Federa
Caucus paper, try to be a little bit specific. Except
that much |i ke Jack Lee and John Burke, | think the
question really, you've got four elements here, but
you only really have one singular elenment, and that's
habi t at .

And |'ve | ooked all the way through the
Path program the rest of it. There's been a very
clear political structure that never el evates habitat
to where it should be.

The scientists go run the papers, and then
the policy and the political and the dollars that are
i nvol ved dimnish it

Quite frankly, you've got a hundred year
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pl anni ng event in habitat. You' ve got sonething |ess
than that in hydro. You've got a five-year m ninmm
pl anni ng event in hatcheries. And then in harvest
you' ve got an i mrediate, you can turn it off if you
have to.

| mean, we do that here on an E.O basis
regularly. | understand across jurisdictions it would
not be that easy. But the practical inpact of harvest
is that you can do it very quickly.

I think that maybe nobody really understood
in the Colunbia River Basin what they did, but we have
changed the Basin, it is not and never will be what it
was. The runs that were there, the systems that were
there are gone.

And | think the fact is, we have the
Endangered Species Act that is targeted and has
hi ghl i ghted certain stocks, but the real clear
situation is that the systemis failing. It's failing
or adjusting, you can use either term and | think
under the endangered species you say failing.

If you look at it froma practical rea
time, it's probably adjusting. You' ve got new
speci es, you've got dom nances com ng up that weren't
there at all a hundred years ago, and are only, you

know, now showi ng a real strong position in the
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bi ostructure.

So | guess, you've heard a lot of not in ny
own back yard. | think it's legitimte. | don't
think that there's a thing that quite frankly we can
do here that has any substantive effect. | think
Larry's 200 fish, you got down to 70, and | think we
got himdown to |lower than that when we did it with a
real cal cul ator.

But the fact of the matter is, we can't
pass enough savings out of this fishery with anything
near reasonable controls to do anything for that run
as it stands.

So | guess as it relates to the caucus, 1'd
like Alternative A, but | would take the first two in
harvest and hydro, and then |I'd nove that
significantly inproved habitat over and put it in that
first Alternative A and take the |anguage under
hat cheries that say increased conservation hatchery
progranms, nove that into that colum, and that would
be what | think m ght be the best road, although
t hi nk, as many peopl e have said, --

There's got to be a standard set. | did
not hear you say where we were going to, what we were
trying to achieve or what this group is trying to

achi eve.
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VWere is the bench mark? Because | think
wi t hout that bench mark clearly identified, all the
deci si ons are somewhat noot.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks very
much, Bruce.

F. W Herff. And | don't have anybody el se
signed up, so if anybody else is going to want to
testify, come on up and give ne your nane and | will
get you on the list.

MR, F. W HERFF: Good evening. W
name is WIlly Herff. | have lived here 29 years, and
| just happened to work for Water Fall Resort.

| got a grin out of sonmebody. That's good.

The policies by the federal governnent is
di vide and concur. This old Gernan guy who inm grated
here 29 years ago could tell you sonething about that.

They done it with the tinber industry.
There was anpl e opportunities, hundreds of neetings,
and | went to them and we were told that our inport
was very inportant, because people's livelihoods
depended on it.

And it was very inportant that Washington,
whoever was in charge, everybody said, | have nothing

to dowith it, it was sonebody above ne, they wll
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listen, they will take it in consideration

Excuse nme. There is no nore tinber
i ndustry.

They di vided Al askans. They pitted al
fi shermen agai nst the tinber, and they achieved their
goal, with the help of environnentalists that
infiltrated the Forest Service, and that's been going
on since the '70s. That is how they achieved it.

Now you are coming to the fish.

Years ago | cautioned people, they are
going to try to divide us.

So here's what | would like to tel
everybody. |If we're commercial, sport, guided,
what ever, canneries, native rights, if you like this
state, and you care about it, anybody that's
listening, if we don't forman organi zation that speak
with one voice, protect all of us, against the
predator, which is the federal governnment, because you
have no clue, you have no plan, you have a cost
estimate.

Well, that was cute. How nuch did it cost
to shoot the state of Al aska down? Your nunbers are
not hi ng conmpared to that. More people noving out.
Jobs are lost. You have no nunbers for that. There

are no nunbers. It's real life.
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So get a life, get a grip. You make your
own bed down there. Sleep init. Don't take anything
away. We gave all we had to give

Thank you very much for listening to ne.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very
much, WIlly.

We have one nore signature, so George
Wnter, would you like to conme on up

MR GEORCGE W NTER: H . | am George
Wnter. And | have been around here a while.

| disagree with my brother who just spoke.
| don't think the environnentalists did this. And
hear, we didn't do it down there.

I think what's being bypassed, and | think
with sone intention, is a toxic cesspool has
devel oped.

We had one of my brothers -- | agree with
nost of the people that tal ked about things comning
fromthe tributaries. Pulp mlls and so forth further
up. |'ve got neighbors, we're getting refugees now
fromthe farmland of Washington State, Colunbia
Basi n.

They are meking the m stake of drinking the
wat er that conmes fromthe irrigation. It goes back in

their wells.
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That's what the fish have to cone through

Now, | don't mnd breaching the dans and
doi ng sone things you are tal king about. But the
federal governnent, and in particular the EPA, is
bypassi ng some of their main responsibilities.

And we're expected to take up for the
| osses that the toxic waste along with the rest of the
habi tat probl ens were causing for the fish.

And | think one of the things we need to
know is that we're not going to solve this problem
t hrough the governnent. | do agree with ny previous
brother, they listen, but not for the purposes that
are spoken to us.

And sone of these people are very wel
i ntentioned.

I think fromPrince Rupert, we night |earn
alittle lesson. | amnot sure it's exactly the thing
to do.

But if you want to affect what happens in
your life, what happens to your comunity, then you
have to conme together as environnentalists, fishernen,
and start doing things in terns of direct action.

Start affecting the econony. Stop a few
cruise ships for a while. Do sonething that nmakes us

noticed. We'll be listened to, just like the |abor
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movenment was |istened to when there was enough people
who would take to the street, sit down on the jobs,
and then they had to | egalize unions.

But it took that kind of thing, and it's
going to take it fromus, it's going to take the sane
thing fromny brothers and sisters.

We the people who are bel ow the busi ness
| evel, the governnent |evel, have to cone together
once again. And we can do it.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Ceor ge.

That's the | ast person who signed up to
testify. So | think with that, is there anybody el se
who wants to testify who's not on the list?

Al right. Then with that, | want to thank
you all very, very nmuch. |f you have questions you
want to ask folks up front, please cone on up and ask
t hem

Thank you so rmuch for your attention
toni ght and for your participation. You have been a
wonderful group to be with and it has been a pl easure

to have you testifying. Thank you for having us.

(8:30 p.m)
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