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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG. \What | am going
to do, because in the past sessions that we have had,
we have only read the first three fol ks, and so people
had no clue when they were going to talk. So let ne
first go through the first 30 people that we are going
to hear, and you might want to wite down where you
hear your nanme conming up, or if you hear it, and it
will be three mnutes per person.

We will begin with Bill Burke. Followed by
Thomas Morning OM . Fol l owed by Bill Quaenpts.
Fol | owed by Bob Jensen. Followed by Bob Jepsen. They
are not brothers. Followed by Fred Bennett. Foll owed
by Dean Burton. Then Max Benitz. Edwin Thiele. Les

Wgen. Rella Reiman. Mark Booker. Joyce DeFel ece.

I think --

Let me apol ogi ze right now for
nm spronounci ng your nanmes. | will do that, | am sure,
today. | really apologize for doing that. | should

apol ogi ze, too, M ke Krouse for calling himBill
Krouse earlier.

So with that, let's keep going. John
Bar kl ey come after Joyce. Then Frank Harkenrider.
Foll owed by Sue MIler. George Hash. And LeRoy
Al lison. Then followed by Neil Toothaker. Brad

Casper. Ken Peterson. Kathleen Gordon. | think it
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is Lynne Health, Heath, Heal. Health. |'mnot sure
what that is. | think it is Lynne. You were nunber
two on the yellow sheet. TomFlint will be after
Lynne. Foll owed by Alanna Farrow. Followed by Victor
Moore. Followed by Cliff Whgsland. Followed by Leo
Hill. Then Leonard Ross. And Tom Cl yde.

Is that about 30 people? |Is that right?
We are going to start there.

So, with that, let ne turn to our first
speaker. The first folks are the elected officials.
That's exactly what it is.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | apol ogi ze.
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG: Thank you very
much. And thank you for raising that. |If people have
qguestions throughout today, please cone on up over to
me over to the side and | will try to answer
guesti ons.

I"'malso trying to keep you all right so
you get your chance here. So bear with ne on that.
And nmay we begin with Bill Burke, and again followed
by Thomas Moore -- Morning OM, I'msorry, and on deck
is Bill Quaenpts.

And if everyone could keep it down so our
court reporter could hear things.

Agai n, your name and your organi zation.
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Bill Burke.

MR. CHARLES KI LBURY: | am an el ected
official. | have a statenent. | have been in here
since we started, nuch before. | think | should be on
that |ist.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG ~ Okay. If |
could get your name, we will start with Bill, | wll
add you to the list.

MR, CHARLES KI LBURY: Okay.

Bl LL BURKE: Could we start?

DONNA SI LVERBERG.  Yes.

2 5 D

BILL BURKE: M nane is Bill,
WIlliamH Burke, Chief, one of the Chiefs of the
Walla Walla Tribe for the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla I ndian Reservati on.

I want to wel come you here to the honel and
of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Reservation and other reservations within the area.

I"mgrateful to be here today, and I am
grateful that you all are here today, grateful to know
that our Creator is here today, as well. And here to
speak to you about the environment. And the natura
resources, the salnmon in particular. The land, | am
tal king about, as well, the land and the water and

again the salnmon. And as the son wi tnesses what is
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sai d and done here today, | amgrateful for that, as
wel | .

We do have a witness, that's all of us
here. And | want to say that | have come to know in
my late years that there is a power nuch greater than
any of us here, and he had a vision, and | have cone
to learn that ny work today is to oversee, to
appreciate his skillful creations, and one of those
being the salnon. And | need to oversee the continued
exi stence of the salnon in the Colunbia River.

And that is nmy purpose for being here
today. And | think that | can recognize the fact that
many of you are here with a very close eye on the
purse strings, and | can appreciate that. But | would
like to say as well that we're here to consider an
ecosystem and not an egosystem That's very
i mportant to us. And we should keep that in mnd.

We need to open up our nminds, we need to
open up our hearts, and our very beings, and seriously
consi der breaching the four Lower Snake River dans.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Bill.

Thomas Morning OM, followed by Bil

Quaenpts, and then Bob Jensen
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MR, THOVAS MORNI NG OWL: My nanme is
Thomas Morning OM. | amon the general council
chai rman of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
I ndi an Reservati on.

I would like to thank all of you for
participating this afternoon.

I would Iike to express the policy and the
position that we as a nation, the Umatilla triba
nati on, the Confederated Tribes have taken, we would
like, we stand firmin the belief that the four Snake
Ri ver dans shoul d be breached.

And M. Mogren had spoke about that there
are 22 -- there are 12 stocks that are being affected.
However, that is erroneous.

We are tal king about four stocks that we
are trying to mtigate here on the Snake River system

I would Iike to say that the economc
benefit that would be a part of this conmunity is
sonet hing greater than all of us put together.

This ecosystem was devel oped over thousands
and thousands of years, which our people were a
witness to

Wthin the | ast decades, | tell you,
decades that we have brought forth our technol ogy onto

this reser- -- onto these systens, we have done
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not hi ng but corrupt the ecology that's involved with
any of these types around here.

And you tal k about the econom c benefit.
Well, who is benefiting? No one else but corporate
America. There are 13 corporate farms, not nom and
pop farns, not the farnms that you have as yourself,
but 13 corporate farnms.

Are we subsidi zing corporations here? Yes.
There are two barge lines that are being affected.

When you have the ability here that you
built with your own sweat and your own way of |ife,
your rail systemhere, the pride of this Inland
Nort hwest, that could take up the slack of those
bar ges.

| worked for the railroad at one tine, and
| know t hat .

I would Iike to say that there are
alternatives that we are putting forward in a spirit
of cooperation, will be sonething that will be an
econonic benefit in many ways, the restoration of the
natural ecosystem the benefits that you will receive
wor ki ng together, we propose that we can work together
to get this through, this much I say.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG: Thank you very

much, Thomas.
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Bill Quaenpts, followed by Bob Jensen,
foll oned by Bob Jepsen.

MR, Bl LL QUAEMPTS: Good afternoon.
My nane is Bill Quaenpts. |'ma nenber of the Board
of Trustees for the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla | ndian Reservation.

You peopl e are probably thinking this guy
doesn't | ook nuch Indian, but | have six bands, or
Tribes, in my blood, and | conpare ny |ooks to how we
| ost our |and.

Whil e these six Tribes and bands were
fighting over how | was going to | ook, ny quarter

German stepped in and took over.

However, | would |like to convey sone
feelings | have. The facts are all in front of us.
Everyone has their own decision. | would naybe |ike

to just give a part of ny feeling and maybe ny
lifestyle.
I married an al nost full bl ooded beautifu
I ndi an woman. We have two kids. We live in
Pendl eton. We |live on the Reservation. Qur kids go
to school in Pendleton. Both ny kids play sports.
And with our honel and, our ceded
boundaries, ny kids have to go travel to other towns

and listen to the racial slurs because they are the
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dar kest skins on the floor. Wagon burner, speer
chukar, go back where you cone from

This type of thing hurts. W are
foreigners in our own honel and anynore.

One coment that | always stick in my mnd
is to go back to where you canme from

This is where we came from This is our
home. We have no other home we call home. This whole
area we cover, we took care of this land. Sure we had
our Indians -- our differences anongst Tri bes.

By building these dans, you are basically
telling the sal non the same thing, you have no hone
here. They have no place to go back to either

We are just like the salnon. W have to
fight every day for our right to live, our rights that
are written in these treaties.

So | feel as one with the salnmon. | know
there's good people in this country that believe in
savi ng our environnment and these fish. Wrking
toget her, this can happen.

This is proof on our Umatilla River, we
m ght have 3,000 spring Chinook cone back this year

We're not greedy. W are going to share
that with you people. W are going to catch, when we

get a quota, we are going to catch half and we will
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gi ve you people half, sports fishernen.

Remenber, people, we are ruining this
envi ronnent for noney. Renenber, noney can't bring
these fish back when they are gone.

Sci ence has proved that the only way is to
take out these dans.

| can't tell you to go back where you cane
from This is your hone now, too. We have to work
t oget her, though.

If the sal non are gone extinct, the human

race is next. |It's not going to be Indians or white
guys or Asians or Chicanos or whatever. |[It's going to
be us.

If we can't take care of the species, we
are next. So, please, look within your heart, and
| ook to the future, not the next generation, not two
generations. Look, the next mllennium are we going
to be here? W know the salnmon aren't going to be
here if we conti nue.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Bill.

Bob Jensen, followed by Bob Jepsen,
foll owed by Fred Bennett.

MR. BOB JENSEN: Thank you. Are we
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on?

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG We are on.

MR. BOB JENSEN: Thank you. | would
like to congratul ate the panel and the Federal Caucus
for all of the work that they have done on this topic.
It has certainly taken a lot of tinme, a |lot of energy,
and we appreciate your efforts.

Though we certainly have at tines
di sagreed, and we reserve the right, if you please, in
the future, to disagree.

I would also like to thank all of the
peopl e who are here, people who have taken tinme out of
their day, out of their work schedule, with the
different views that you have to cone and share your
concerns and your opinions regarding this very
i mportant process that we are going through.

A few nonths ago | was at a simlar
nmeeting, not nearly as large a crowd, and
unfortunately it was jamed with attorneys. It was a
synposium at Lewis & Clark Coll ege of Law. The
di rector, Northwest Regional Director of Nationa
Marine Fisheries Service, WII Stelle, was there. He
gave a keynote speech during the lunch hour

And a nunber of things fromhis speech that

struck me, but one of them | want to nention today,
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was it really bothered him it really bothered him
when he came over to Eastern Oregon, or Eastern

Washi ngton, and the fol ks over here brought up the
subj ect of the caspian tern, as though the caspian
terns were the answer, the solution to the problem of
t he di m ni shed sal non runs.

And | renenber he said the sane thing then
that he said to us today, that the issue is it's
mul ti ple causation. One thing is not going to solve
the problem

| feel nmuch the same way when we tal k about
the dans. |If it is the dans, you know, that are going
to save, as though it were the dans that were going to
save, or the renoval was going to save the sal non.

It is anultiple problem and it is only
t hrough addressing all of the Hs, cooperatively, al
of us, working together, that we are going to restore
t hese precious species for us.

So | would urge the cooperation, | urge you
to look at all of the variabl es.

And t hank you very much

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch.

Bob Jepsen, followed by Fred Bennett,

foll owed by Dean Burton. And if you could say who you
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are wi th, Bob.

MR, BOB JEPSEN: Okay. Good
afternoon. M nanme is Bob Jepsen, spelled
J-e-p-s-e-n. And | amthe Mayor for the city of
Heppner.

| spent ny long life raising wheat and
barley. W worked hard at getting transportation up
and down the Colunbia River. W worked real hard to
get the John Day Dam i n because that was the m ssing
link to the total navigation. After that we could
fill a barge full of wheat or barley.

| appreciate the good comments. | would
say that a lot of things that we are tal ki ng about
today, and in the past, what we have read in the
papers, is hypothetically -- hypothetical. 1t refers
tome alot |ike those blind nen that were feeling the
el ephant, and trying to figure it out. One of them
said it's |like a piece of rope because he hit the tai
and so forth. They all canme up with different
concl usi ons.

Only if those blind people could have
opened their eyes after they stepped back and had
| ooked at the whole picture would they have been
surprised.

Well, these four dans that we are talking
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about breaching is really, we're only one person
taking one look at it, in order to recover the sal non
and also to keep the navigation.

VWhat |'d like to say is that no study has
been conplete in the lives of salnmon, the cycles and
the history and so forth.

How many of the snolts that hit the nouth
of the Colunbia River to go in the ocean, how many of
t hose survive?

What about water tenperatures? What about
food supply? How nany of themare harvested in the
ocean? How many of them neet up with predators? And
then how many of themreturn back to the river? And
how many of them actually get to their spawning
grounds?

We can learn a lot by studying this thing
further.

The coastal rivers that have no danms, fish
have been rel eased from hatcheries near the nouth of
many of those rivers. Believe it or not, less than 1
percent of those sal non ever come back. So they
di sappear out there sonewhere.

Last Monday in Heppner our City Council put
up a resolution that said that we feel that we could

have our sal nbn and we could al so have our dans.
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So we believe this big bang that was tal ked
about earlier can be achieved by all of us working
together. And | believe that is a good deci sion.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Bob.

Fred Bennett. Followed by Dean Burton,
foll owed by Max Benitz.

MR. FRED BENNETT: My name is Fred
Bennett, and as Commi ssioner of the Port of Walla
Walla, | amrepresenting 54,000 voters.

As a preface, our Conm ssion thinks that
the regi on needs a recovery plan with a clear vision
goals and priorities. W need a plan that rebuilds
healthy fish runs by nmintaining a healthy econony.

Qur area predom nantly opposes dam
breaching. This is not a fish versus econony issue.
Because both are inportant. Therefore, breaching the
danms is not the total answer.

Of the 34 runs listed under the ESA, only
four pass the Snake River danms. Therefore, again, dam
renoval is not the answer to the total problem of
saving salnon in the Northwest.

We should focus on the broader common

i ssues. Ten years ago the best scientific information
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said that only 10 to 30 percent of salnon snolts
survive the trip past the dans.

Today NMFS says the survival is as high as
it was in the 1960 and ' 70s before the dans were
built. G ven that the survival through the reservoirs
is as high as it nowis and was before the Snake River
dans were built, returning to pre-damconditions is

not the answer either.

Dam rempoval is not the silver bullet. It
is extreme and it's risky. It may not help the fish,
they say, but it will certainly hurt the econony.

Qur jobs and our Northwest way of life are
at stake. Dam breaching will create significant
negative environmental inpacts with the | oss of
habitat for resident fish and wildlife and increased
air pollution fromtrucks and fromfossil fuel burning
power pl ants.

In reference to the Corps' Snake River EIS,
we oppose Alternative 4, the breaching of the four
| ower Snake River dans.

The EI'S asks the wong question. Can we
breach dans? The question should be, what is the best
way to rebuild fish runs throughout the region? The
ElI S says that there are uncertain biological benefits

from breachi ng the dans.
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The EIS further shows that there is a
certainty for economic harm Qur jobs and our way of
life are at stake.

And we thank you for your concern

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch.

Dean Burton, followed by Max Benitz,
foll owed by Edwi n Thiele.

And if you can resist that desire to clap
I would really appreciate it. | knowit's tough, it's
t ough.

Dean Burton, are you out there? There you
are. Geat. Just go ahead

MR. DEAN BURTON: Okay. Fine. | am
Dean Burton, Garfield County Conmi ssioner and | am
here on behal f of the citizens of Garfield County.

And |' m appealing to you on behal f of those
citizens of Garfield County, this issue is sal non
recovery.

The possi bl e renoval of the four Lower
Snake River danms woul d have a devastating effect on
the economy of every person in this region. Garfield
County has -- or excuse ne.

Garfield County uses this waterway to get

our agriculture products to the Pacific Coast ports.
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The 1 oss of this inportant avenue of transportation
woul d devastate Garfield County residents and
busi nesses.

The United States Corps of Engineers has
spent over 21 million dollars on the feasibility study
of the danms. The Bonneville Power Administration has
spent countless dollars on how to neke these dans nore
fish friendly.

What we don't understand is why the four
danms on this port -- or on this part of the river was
pi cked to study when we all know that sal non spend
nost of their lives in the Pacific ocean.

We woul d like to suggest to you before any
danms are renoved or breached that we make a conplete
study of the ocean to namke sure that breaching is the
answer, and not sone quick fix that nmay not work.
Sonmetinmes it pays for all of us to get a second
opi ni on.

It is our view we can save the fish, the
dans, the jobs, if we all put our effort into
scientific proven -- inprovenent -- inprovenents, not
only on the rivers but also in the ocean that are
applied with common sense and patience.

On behal f of the citizens of Garfield

County | thank you for the chance to speak to you
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about the very inportant study, not only for the fish
but also for the residents of that county.
Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
Dean.

Max Benitz, followed by Edwi n Thiele,
foll owed by Les W gen.

MR, MAX BENI TZ: Good afternoon. My
nane is Max Benitz, Benton County Conmi ssioner. | am
representi ng about 140, 000 people in Benton County.

We have a statenment. The Board of
Conmmi ssioners offers the following corments for the
draft Snake River Mtigation EI'S, the All-H process.

The Board of Benton County Comr ssioners
vi gorously oppose any attenpt at renoval or breaching
of the dans | ocated on the | ower Snake or the Col unbia
system

Such proposal would cripple our regiona
econony which is highly dependent on hydropower
production, transportation, recreation, and
irrigation.

Even worse, breaching of the dams al ong the
Col unmbi a and the Snake woul d put thousands of lives
and property at risk because of the severe floods.

At this time we would like for the Corps of
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Engi neers to go back and take a | ook at a docunent you
put together that is the history of the Lower Snake
Ri ver devel opnent controversy and conproni se.

Thi s docunment | think puts things in
perspective, and | would urge each and every one of
you panelists to read that docunent so you can better
understand why the four river -- or four Snake River
dans were built.

The Draft Feasibility Report Environmenta
| npact Statenent includes appendi ces, main reports,
and sumuaries. This entire docunent is approxi mately
4,000 pages | ong.

The federal agencies ten-year focus on the
river and the drawdown or the breaching has inpaired
the credibility for the region's key stakehol ders.

M sal i gni ng of staff and resources and tens of
mllions of dollars have been used w thout any action
for sal mon recovery.

Sonme of the things that we see that's goi ng
to have a direct inpact on the economy here in our
region with renoval of the danms is that the system has
36 ports in three states and that serves over 40
states in the United States.

I f barge navigation was halted,

transportation services would be severely inpacted.
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An additional 12,000 new rail cars, 700,000 new sem
trucks that is on the road.

We can't afford that kind of inpact.

But we al so have sone other aspects. A
concern of the agricultural industry that plays a big
part in Benton County. And that is the inpairnment of
the existing water rights, decreased property val ues
and groundwater depletion. All of these need to be
figured into your formula.

In closing, | would like to say that the
Board of Benton County Conm ssioners have a new water
managenent alternative for the Col unbia River Basin.
W would like to send this to you and this would
resol ve our problens.

We al so support the Northwest Power
Pl anni ng Council as a legitimte and appropriate
authority to devel op the recomendati on neasures for a

regi onal sal non recovery.

Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Max.
Pl ease hol d your appl ause here so we can
get through everybody as fast as possible. | would

really appreciate that.

Edwin Thiele followed by Les Wgen foll owed
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by Rella Rei man.
| amnot trying to be problematic, just
trying to get you all up and speaking.
Edwi n Thi el e.
MR, EDW N THI ELE: Thank you. Am |
on?
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Yes
MR. EDW N THI ELE: | am Ed Thiele,
Bent on County Commi ssi oner --
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Hang on a
second. You're not on.
MR. EDW N THI ELE: | am Ed Thi el e,
Okanogan County Comnri ssioner.
| come fromthe area where | ast year the
federal agencies shut down all of our section 7
irrigation projects. These are projects that either
started fromor go through federal | ands.
| could be very, very strong m nded and
tell you about all the problens, but | would rather
take and read a letter from Senator Bob Mrton, our

State Senator fromthe seventh district, and | would

like to read that instead of nme saying somethi ng about

it.
Dear di stinguished group. W appreciate

our right to express ny appreciation for you
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conducting this public hearing and | apol ogi ze that |
am not here in person to attend due to the session of
voting responsibilities here in O ynpia.

| believe it is inperative before any
consi deration be given to breaching the Snake River
dans that nmore scientific data be gathered, especially
in reviewi ng of the Pacific Northwest cycle of warn ng
and cooling tenperatures and the occurrence of the
Paci fic Northwest coastal waters.

Recent reviews of this scientific data
reveal s that we have been in a warm ng cycle which
traditionally has caused the downturn in the Northwest
sal ron popul ati ons.

These 20 to 30 year historical cycles would
i ndicate that we are now heading into a cooler cycle
which will result in an upturn in the Northwest sal non
popul ati ons.

| also feel it is of utnopst inportance that
we address the known predation of sal non popul ati ons.
For exanple, we nust address the situation at Rice
Island in the nouth of the Col unmbia where it is known
that up to 30 percent of the total population of the
sal mon snolts is consunmed by caspian terns and
CUmer ans.

Of course the breaching of dams woul d
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greatly inpact our Northwest econonmy and
transportati on system

Thank you for your attention in these
serious matters. Cordially, Bob Mrton

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you.

Edwi n.

Les Wgen, followed by Rella Rei man,
foll omed be Mark Booker.

MR, LES W GEN: Yeah. | am Les

W gen, Whitman County Conm ssioner, representing
30,000 citizens, born and raised in Witmn County,
live 15 mles fromCentral Ferry.

| watched Little Goose come on line and
al so watched Central Ferry come on line, and that
became our Lake Washington on our side of the state.

| have here a 1961 brochure of the four
| oner Snake River dams that was put out to all the
citizens of Eastern Washington and it tal ks about the
dans and Snake River navigation, recreation,
hydroel ectric power, other benefits and safety rules
for swi mm ng, boating and skiing.

But I want to say, the Corps' done a good
job, they built a good system this is our |-5
corridor to the world. | say, |eave them al one, they

are the greatest asset that we have in the Pacific
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Nor t hwest .

| also was in Lew ston on the day they had
the drawdown to 60 feet or 80 feet, and Governor Ceci
Andrus got on his jet boat from Lew ston, went to the
base of Granite Dam and | was there that day, and he
cane back and said, |'mgoing to save the sal non.

And | was there and | saw that. And it's
bot hered me ever since.

So | want to tell you the rest of the
story, in nmy book. Let's hear the rest of the story
about the sal non versus dans argunment that has the
medi a presenting both sides which is crucial to the
econony of the Pacific Northwest.

Tell the whole truth, and |l et the people of
| daho, Washi ngton and Oregon know that the |daho
Department of Fish and Gane poi soned the Sockeye
salmon in lakes in |Idaho off the Salnmon River called
t he Stanl ey basin.

Yes, the |Idaho Departnent of Fish and Gane
poi soned and er adi cat ed Kokanee, Sockeye and yel | ow
boiley from Stanley | akes, all Sockeye producers in
t he upper Sal non Basin river to convert the |lakes to
trout production.

If you don't believe it, here are the

facts, and they are all public record. Sockeye sal non
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in ldaho were never a sought after sport fish. In
fact the ldaho Fish and Gane by bl ocki ng severa
Sockeye | akes purposely kept Sockeye sal non from
ent eri ng.

The runor was that Sockeye did not
contribute to the Idaho fishery. Yet Sockeye sal non
and ot her unwanted fish were elininated and repl aced
wi th rai nbow and cut throat trout.

The I daho Fish and Ganme prograns were
deliberate efforts to substitute trout fisheries for
Sockeye.

In 1992 retina got into the Sal non River
and killed adult hatchery, wild salnon and snolts.

Governor Cecil Andrews knew about this and
was very upset, and this is part of the public record
and it's in the Idaho Statesman, and | have asked for
that record, and | haven't been able to get it yet.

The National Marine Fisheries Service and
the environnmental community are using the Snake River
Sockeye as an excuse to breach the four Snake River
dans, in ny opinion.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Les, I'm
afraid your tinme's just up, if you could wap up rea
qui ck there.

MR, LES W CGEN: Okay. Al 1 wll
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say, let's work together, we can save the dans, we can
save the sal nbn, we can save the recreation, the
hydropower, the irrigation. |f we can put a man on

t he noon, we can save our sal non, we can save our
dans.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thank
you very nmuch, Les. Rella Reiman, followed by Mark
Booker, followed by Joyce DeFel ece.

MR. RELLA REI MAN: I am Rell a Rei man,
President of a family farm owned and operated by us
all operating out of the |Ice Harbor pool, and | have
been asked to read Senator Kaford's statenent.

I commrend each and every person that took
the tine out of his or her schedule to offer their
opi nion on this inportant subject.

By your presence you correctly recognize
that the federal government must be held accountabl e
for the policies it proposes to nake |aw over its
citizens.

My comrents will be general and directed
primarily toward the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers
Draft Lower Snake River Feasibility Study.

| can state that no federal proposal to

renove Snake or Colunbia River danms will see the |ight
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of day in Congress, at |least not while this Senator is
representing you.

The position against breaching the Snake
Ri ver dams is bolstered by evidence found in the
Corps's own feasibility study. The Corps found that
with existing dam conditions the average survival rate
through all four danms and reservoirs on the Snake
Ri ver for juvenile salnmon is over 80 percent, and for
adult salmon is 88 to 94 percent.

Yet in all the docunments | did not see any
concrete verifiable biological or scientific data
whi ch can prove that the renoving of even one inch of
t hese danms could restore sal non runs.

At the sanme time nmuch of the Corps’' own
evidence in a feasibility study verifies that the
econom ¢ and soci al checks caused by dam breaching
woul d be devastating to the region.

The annual cost for the region would be 745
mllion dollars, which would include | ost hydropower,
| onered farm val ues, punp nodification costs and
i ncreased nodifications to highway and rail to repl ace
bar gi ng.

On top of that the governnent through your
t axpayer dollars would have to find an esti mated one

billion dollars just to acconplish the job of renpving
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of the dans.

I question the Corps' assertions that
comunities in Eastern WAashi ngton woul d recei ve any
nmeasur abl e econonic or recreational benefits if the
dans were in fact breached

| also note that throughout this study the
Cor ps acknow edges that breaching dans woul d have an
adverse effect on the environnment. Resident fish and
wildlife would be subjected to higher water
tenperatures along with 50 to 57 mllion cubic yards
of eroding sediment traveling down the river. Qur air
woul d have increased dust and enissions from repl aci ng
hydroel ectric power with natural gas and barging with
hi ghway and rail traffic.

This traffic would greatly increase annual
pol luti on and safety concerns.

| again call on the administration to nove
their focus away from dam breaching and to join ne in
advocating | ocal salnon recovery efforts put forth by
the citizens of the Pacific Northwest, that if proven
to be nore effective in their results and costs take
bureaucratic neasures from Washi ngton, D.C.

Copies are available in the | obby.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much, Rell a.
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Mar k Booker, Joyce DeFel ece and John
Barkley. And let nme rem nd you, you are cutting into
people's tine.

MR, MARK BOCKER: | am Mark Booker
I ama director, one of 17 directors in the Col unbia
Basin Irrigation Project. Wthin ny director
boundari es there are 10,000 citizens who depend on
water, or they wouldn't be there. Just about
virtually everyone.

I amhere in favor of Options 1 and 2, with
the caveat that there nust be significant benefit for
sal non recovery actions. | will repeat that again.
There nust be significant benefit for sal non recovery
actions.

My chart on the wall is National Marine
Fi sheries data, and there is a truckload of
i nformati on that backs up this chart in the basenent
of the National Marine Fisheries in Seattle.

There is no benefit to spring flow
augnentation. As you can see, on all these charts, on
all these different years, the flow increases
tremendously, survival rate stays the say.

This is the biggest single itemin sal non
recovery on the Colunbia and Snake River.

Each year 100 to 180 nmillion dollars is
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wasted on this effort. That is intolerable by the
citizens. It cannot be all owed.

Why cannot National Marine Fisheries and
t he agenci es hear that nessage? Wiy is there an
adm nistrative crisis over water on the Col unbi a
Ri ver? Flow augnentation could easily be reduced to a
nore than adequate four mllion acre-feet per year
instead of the up to 16 million acre-feet each year
And four mllion acre-feet nmay be nore than adequate
if you just | ook at the data.

Spring flow augnentation affects water from
Canada. Canadi ans put nutrients in their |akes and
rivers several tines, up to six mllion dollars,
Canadi an dollars of nutrients go into the river.

Qur river managers, who nust be the nopst
arrogant people in the world, demand that flushing for
spring flow augnmentation, that should be stopped al so.

We al so oppose any future study of draw
down on McNary Damreservoir as a waste of tinme, just
i ke Senator Gorton has said, and we oppose the
breachi ng of dans because that's going to steal our
future.

The Corps of Engineers presented a 217
mllion dollar electric costs addition. Talk with

Laurie Bordie. Those four danms provide 200 nmillion
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dol l ars of gross revenue to the BPA
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Mark.

Joyce DeFel ece, followed by John Barkl ey,
foll owed by Frank Harkenrider

MS. JOYCE DE FELECE: Good afternoon
Menbers of the panel and folks in the audi ence.

My nanme is Joyce DeFel ece, and | am
Congressman Doc Hastings' district director
Congressman Hastings represents the fourth district of
Washi ngton State. And he's in Washington, D.C
today, and he asked ne to attend this on his behalf
and read a statenent.

I have already provided a copy of the
signed statenent to the reporter, and | would like to
now read it verbatim

I would I'ike to thank each of you for
attending this hearing today. Whatever differences
may exi st anong people in the Pacific Northwest about
how to best protect salnon, clearly there is a
consensus that they nust be protected.

Unfortunately, in recent years too much
attention has been paid to proposals to breach the
four Lower Snake River dans.

Proponents of dam breachi ng overl ook a
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nunmber of inportant facts.

O the 34 West Coast sal non and steel head
runs |isted or proposed for listing under the
Endangered Species Act, only four pass through the
Lower Snake River dans.

Survival of migrating salnon is now as high
as it was before the Snake River dans were built.

Renmovi ng the four Snake River dans woul d

cost approximately one billion dollars, plus 300
mllion per year in |ost power revenues.
50 to 70 million cubic yards of sedinent

woul d be rel eased into the Snake and Col unbia Rivers.

Dam breaching would result in a | oss of
cl ean and renewabl e hydropower, which would have to be
repl aced by sources that adversely inpact air quality.

Breachi ng the Snake River dans woul d end
navi gati on above the Tri-Cities and would result in
120,000 nore rail cars and 700,000 nore trucks on our
hi ghways.

It would take nearly half a century before
we coul d expect to see any potential benefits from dam
breachi ng for sal non.

Most inportantly, the proponents of dam
breachi ng overl ook the fact that any plan to renove

danms woul d have to be approved by Congress, which is
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hi ghly unlikely.

We nust focus our efforts in the future on
those options that provide an i nmedi ate benefit to
restore our salnon. Rather than focusing on options
whose benefits are unknown and not supported by the
avai |l abl e sci ence.

Al t hough the agencies' All-H paper appears
to be a step in the right direction, nore needs to be
done.

For exanple, additional research is needed
into the inpact of ocean conditions, and serious steps
need to be taken to address predation by birds and
mari ne manmal s.

The region nmust also continue its work to
address harvest by inplenenting the Pacific Sal non
Treaty, inproving spawning and estuary habitat, and
i mprove hatchery practices through technology to
support recovery efforts.

The people of the Pacific Northwest can and
will save the salnon, and they will do it without
sacrificing their economic future or way of life.

I ook forward to reading the coments from
the series of public hearings and thank everyone for
taking this opportunity to participate in this

deci si on.
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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG. Thank you very

much, Joyce

John Barkl ey, followed by Frank
Har kenri der, followed by Sue MIler

MR. JOHN BARKLEY: Good afternoon.

John Barkl ey, Conmi ssioner, Tribal Water Conm ssion
for the Confederated Tribes of Umatill a.

Not long ago there were a nultitude of
m grating sal non seeking their birthplace in the
headwat ers of the Snake River and its tributaries,
seeking to repeat a harnoni ous cerenony of rebirth
frominstructions fromour Creator

This is a national fishery nunbered so
great that they were provided anple subsistence to the
native people of this region. So inpressive and
endeared to the natives that they are revered in our
religion, our culture and tradition

The significant inportance was
acknow edgi ng our treaty of 1855 between ny people and
the U S. federal government. |n which ancestors
received the right to harvest these fish and the
abundance that was there.

Since then we have suffered greatly. W
have made many sacrifices. So much so that we could

preserve for the future these awe inspiring creatures.
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So nmuch sacrifice happened that those that cry to save
the dans cannot begin to fathomthe price that we have
paid in lives and discrimnation and in the way of
life.

For what? For land, for grain, today for
stocks, bonds, new Cadillacs, trucks or SUV, and al so
for pollution, degradation of a ecosystemthat is so
fragile and sensitive to cheap electricity, clean
bar gi ng, and cheap | abor

What may seem so clean to those corporate
benefactors and political purveyors is realistically
very costly to the environnment and especially to the
lives of salnmon, and to ny people fromny elders to ny
chi | dren.

These young sal non, these juvenile
creatures, called snmolts, nust attenpt to swimin
essence in a cesspool from Clarkston to Pasco, with
predati on, chem cals and four inauspicious nmonoliths.
My ancestors and yours agreed for us to maintain our
religious ties to sal non.

To do otherwise is a formof religious
discrimnation. And | don't think you would accept
that if it was done to you.

Is there any honor in upholding the

agreenent between our ancestors? W can afford to
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adapt to our own needs, no matter how detrinmental it
can be to Mother Earth, or so we think.

But these beautiful creatures cannot adapt
to our actions, nor are they able to speak on their
behal f today.

| inplore upon behalf of ny fellow
creatures for you to visualize and sense their
predi canent. Feeling of putrid waters perneated with
nitrates trying to evade bi gger voraci ous predators
t henmsel ves.

Hear the whine of killer turbine blades as
they swmin these warm waters, pools of death.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG John, could |
ask you to wrap up, please.

MR, JOHN BARKLEY: | just want to say
in wapping up that in our own Umtilla River basin we
have restored salnon, and in the fish | adder baling
roomat Three Mle Dam we see salnon snolts migrate
down stream and they swi m backwards to feel that
oxygenat ed water come through their gills.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thank
you very mruch, John.

Frank Harkenrider, followed by Sue MI|er,
foll owed by George Hash.

MR. JOHN HARKENRI DER: Am | on?
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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG You are on.

MR, JOHN HARKENRI DER: Thank you. |
am Frank Harkenrider, Mayor of Herniston, popul ation,
12,165 people. | have a resolution number 1581
Resol uti on opposing all dam breaching and river
drawdowns on the Snake and Col unbia River.

Wher eas, environnental and econonic reviews
for sal mon recovery have been conducted by the Corps
of Engi neers, the Bonneville Power, the U S. Bureau of
Recl amati on, the National Marine Fisheries and U. S.
Fish & Wldlife Service, and,

Whereas, the federal agencies, ten-year
focus on river drawdown and dam breaching of the
Col unbia River Basin has inpaired the credibility with
the region's key stockhol ders, m sallocating staff
resources and tens of millions of dollars that could
have been in use for neani ngful sal non recovery
actions, and,

Wher eas, the federal agencies have failed
to provide conpelling biological and economc
information to pursue river drawdowns or dam breaching
proposal s, identifying minimal or speculating
envi ronnental benefits but costing the regions
hundreds of mllions of dollars annually, and,

Whereas, the river drawdowns and dam
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breachi ng i ssues are now t he single greatest
i mpedi ment to the review and inpl enentation of
meani ngf ul sal non recovery neasures.

Now t herefore be it resolved that the
Herm ston City Council unequivocally opposes any
breachi ng of dans and river drawdowns on the Snake and
t he Col unmbia Rivers, and,

Further, the Northwest Congressiona
del egation should renove fromall federal agency
budgets any funding that allows for further review or
i mpl enentation of river drawdowns or dam breachi ng
nmeasures, and ,

Further, for regional salnon recovery the
federal agencies should direct their efforts towards
i mprovi ng existing project bypass and fish
transportation facilities, restructuring the existing
fl ow augnentati on program inproving water nanagenent
wi thin the region, by inplenenting the new water
managenent opportunity. And, in giving priority
measures that will protect and enhance tribal fishing
rights.

And | ast, further, the regional governors
shoul d support the Northwest Power Planning Council as
a legitimte and appropriate authority to devel op and

recommend neasures for regional sal non recovery.
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One other coment. If you breach these

dans, which have been the greatest inpact on our

econonies, fromLew ston to the Portland area, you are

going to flush all the econony down the toilet.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Frank.

Sue MIler. Followed by George Hash.

Fol | owed by Charles Kilbury.

M5. SUE M LLER  CGood afternoon. |
Sue Ml ler.

M5. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Excuse nme,
everybody. Go ahead, Sue.

M5. SUE M LLER: Good afternoon. |
am Sue M| ler, Franklin County Conmi ssioner

My fell ow Conmi ssioners and | represent

al nost 45,000 people. Franklin County appreciates the

opportunity to comment on the recently devel oped All-H

paper as well as the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers
Lower Snake River Juvenile Sal non Recovery M gration
Draft Feasibility Report or EIS.

Franklin County, which boarders the | ower
Snake River, has many concerns regardi ng the sal non
recovery issue currently being debated for the Lower
Snake River and the possible inpacts and effects on

the river's four dans; |ce Harbor, Lower Monunent al
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Littl e Goose and Granite. The Corps of Engineers
started Alternatives 1 through 3, the county does not
support Alternative 4, which is dam breaching. The
| oss of hydropower generation, the possible increase
in electric rates, the inpacts on transportation
systens, the inpacts on the farm ng community, in
addition to the short and | ong range | oss of |oca
i mprovenent opportunities makes Alternative Nunber 4
i npossi ble for Franklin County to support.

Franklin County does not -- does support a
holistic braced evaluation of the sal non recovery
i ssue. The All-H paper exans the areas of hatchery
operations, harvesting policies, hydro operations, and
habitat conditions. 1In addition the federa
governnment has stated that strong neasures are needed
in the next -- in the near future to reverse the
decline of fish population throughout this region

VWhile there is no i mediate or sinple
answer to this very conplex problem Franklin County
supports a common sense approach to this biologica
anal ysis that does not solely focus on dam breachi ng,
but does holistically exam ne the hatchery issues
affecting the declining sal nmon runs.

Dam breachi ng and actively pursuing a

recovery alternative that focuses on dam breaching is
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not an approach to the sal non recovery process that
woul d be supported by Franklin County. The social and
econonic effects that result fromthis process would
have a negative inpact on the local county residents
and woul d be a trenendous step backward in the
progress and stability of the county's agricultura
community.

Franklin County's preferred course of
action is to utilize a conmon sense resolution to this
very conpl ex problem a resolution that does not focus
solely on the issue of dam breaching.

Once again Franklin County appreciates the
opportunity to comment on these docunents.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Sue.

George Nash, followed by Charles Kil bury,

foll omed by LeRoy Allison.
MR, GEORGE HASH. | am CGeorge Hash
Mayor of Umatilla, and on behalf of the people of
Umatilla, let nme present two conpelling reasons why we
shoul d never breach any of the four danms on the Snake
Ri ver.
First is the econonm c devastation that

would result in such drastic neasures. These dans



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

were built to provide navigation, flood control
recreation, and irrigation and power. Wth the
assurance fromour federal government that these
benefits would be in place, the people of Eastern
Oregon and Eastern Washington invested nmillions of
dollars inirrigation and ag related industries as
wel | as nuch needed el ectrical power.

And | don't think there's a one of us here
that want to go back to the cold oil |antern days
agai n.

Many of us renenber the flood of '48 and
'"49 is very clear in my nenory. |t washed away the
entire conmunity of Vanport just outside or on the
edge of Portl and.

Had these dans been in place at that tine,
this never woul d have happened.

This winter, if it were not for these dans,
Portl and woul d agai n be experienci ng sonme devastating
f1 oodi ng.

Thi s does not even address the trenmendous
| oss of revenue fromrecreation and boating and
hunting and fishing and the other related recreation
opportunities that are served by those dans.

And this, when we | ook at the

transportation |loss, and the transferring of this
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transportation fromthe barges to trucks and rail, we
have not even addressed the additional cost for roads
and road construction. And the cost for road repair
that would go on forever.

Now | et me present a second conpelling
reason never to breach these dans. |If all of these
dans were renoved today it would have very, just a
very mnimal effect on the restoration of our sal non
runs.

Danms are only one factor in a very
conplicated problem And it is clear that these dans
do need sone attention. W do need to nmke them nore
fish friendly.

But where are the studies on the effects of
t he thousands of tons of salnon that are taken in the
ocean every year. And these with sophisticated
fishing nethods that were not even heard of a hundred
years ago. What about the terns and the sea |lions and
the other predators that take mllions of our fish not
only on the way to the oceans but also as they are
returning to our rivers again.

Has any study been nade of the effects of
the gillnetters and the set nets that cover the entire
river fromthe nouth of the Colunbia to McNary Danf

We are a nation that can put nen on the
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moon, |I'msure that we have the ability and we have
the scientific know how that we can restore the sal non
runs without destroying our econony.

You know, the greatest environmentalists in
our country today, it's the nen and wonen who put
bread and neat and potatoes on your table. W
theori ze and we fund studi es, and they are doing
sonet hi ng about it.

Qur area is the show case for efficient
managenent of water. And these farners and these
ranchers are doing nore than anyone else in restoring
our streanbeds and the habitat there to ensure that we
have salnon. Not only in the Colunbia River, but al
of the other rivers along the coast that do not have
dans.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG | hate to cut
you of f, GCeorge

MR, GEORCGE HASH: Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch.

Charles Kilbury, followed by LeRoy Allison,
foll owed by Neil Toot haker.

MR. CHARLES KI LBURY: Thank you. |
am Charles Kilbury, Councilmn for the city of Pasco.

In the over ten years the federal agencies
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have | ooked at the sal non and steel head problemthey
have cone up with a nunber of proposals which have
largely failed to inprove the fisheries.

And now t he Corps of Engi neers has proposed
that the John Day reservoir should not be | owered, for
there is too much cost and inpacts to the Northwest of
the |l owering of John Day reservoir

Now we are seeing a proposal to breach the
four Snake River danms in Washi ngton without affecting
t he 1 daho dams on the Snake River which have no neans
of passage for sal non and steel head.

Even those who favor breaching these
days -- danms agree that it would take 30 years before
any positive results will show.

In the neantinme, barging salnon all these
years woul d have delivered a huge majority of those
salmon to the sea without breaching the dans.

In the nmeantinme, by breaching the dans,
barging traffic would be elim nated above passi ng.

And consequently, would cost 25 mllion dollars in
additional transportation cost.

This woul d add 700,000 trucks to our
hi ghways and woul d destroy nost of them There would
be no transfer of any consequence by rail because it

woul d be inpossible to obtain a hundred thousand rai
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cars and they woul d not be supplied by the railroad.

Modi fication of private and nunici pa
punpi ng stations and agricultural intake pipes would
add mllions to the cost of the water delivery
program Repl acing the | ost manpower to hydropower
generated by hi gher cost power would amount to al npst
300 mllion dollars per year

Worst of all, loss of 3,000 jobs, or a
hundred thousand i n wages, and additional |oss of
22,500 j obs because of the increased power rates.

Therefore, the City Council of the city of
Pasco by resol uti on opposes the breaching of the four
Snake River dams and drawdown of John Day Dam

Thank you for letting ne present ny
testi nony.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you

very much, Charl es.

LeRoy Allison, followed by Neil Toothaker,
foll owed by Brad Carper.

MR. LeROY ALLI SON: Yes. M nane is

LeRoy Allison. And | ama Grant County Conmi ssioner
from Grant County, Washington. It is a population of
70, 000 peopl e.

| testified in Spokane, and gave nore

techni cal comrent there
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I am here today to bring you a sinple
message from our 70,000 citizens from Grant County,
and that is, |eave the dans al one.

The greater issue of concern to ne is that
it appears a vocal minority is driving public policy.
And that vocal mnority has caught the ear or heart of
the Clinton/ Gore adm nistration.

It is obvious when we | ook, we the public,
| ook at this panel and support staff, and we realize
we are seeing over a mllion dollars worth of salaries
represented, of taxpayers dollars, dollars squandered
on this politically driven destruction proposal
That's right. Destruction. Destruction of necessary
human infrastructure, built to neet human needs.

The irony of the federal governnent saying
one thing and doi ng another concerns my constituents.
I"mnot surprised that the Clinton/Gore adm nistration
is sending foot soldiers to talk about this
destruction proposal. Wiile continuing to espouse
preservation and conservation from Capitol Hll. Even
in the Presidential canpaign.

It should be no surprise to the Anmerican
public when we renmenber recent history, with
adm nistration while wagging its finger at the canera,

made statenments |ike, quote, | never had rel ations,
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and you know the rest of that story.

The public understands that perjury in a

court of lawis perjury to the Anerican people.

t ake real

Ladi es and gentl enmen of the panel, it wll

eadership on your part to do the right

thing and to take our nessage back up the steps of

capital hi

| to the White House.

Ladi es and gentl enen of the silent

maj ority, speak now, get vocal, take your point of

view all the way to Washi ngton, D.C

Toot haker,

Pet er son.

Thank you.
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Nei

foll owed by Brad Carper, foll owed by Ken

MR, NEI L TOOTHAKER: For point of

order, that's Neil Toothaker, if that will help you

out .

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG ["msorry.

Thank you very nuch.

MR, NEI L TOOTHAKER: And | apol ogi ze

for raising ny voice, but | ama little concerned in

the matter,

| ook at the crowd of people you have here,

and | respect our politicians, but there's many of

t hese peopl

and hours,

e that stood out there for hours and hours

are not going to be able to speak today,
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because of so many | guess so-called politicians that
were given the respect over the taxpayers of this
ar ea.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG  Thank you very
much for meking that conment.

MR, NEI L TOOTHAKER: My questi on,
excuse ne, Colonel, and Col onel, | respect your
uni form and these aren't addressed to you, because
honor the mlitary uniform they are addressed to the
Cor ps of Engi neers.

I am from Cl arkston, Washington, and it
wasn't that many years ago that the Corps of Engineers
came, selling us on a bill of goods of the dans, the
sl ack water, the navigation, the recreation, the
irrigation, all of these fine features that we would
enjoy out of a new way of |ife. W accepted this new
way of life.

Now we have this new way of lie, and due to
sonme |lawsuits and so forth, extrem sts, now we are
battling again to take this new way of life away from
us. And we don't understand this up in ny country.

I"man individual, as | say, a taxpayer,

and an individual. | guess, | don't have any fancy
degrees, | guess just kind of conmpbn sense. | don't
know where the mllions and mllions of dollars have
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conme for you individuals that stand up there, and have
gone through your studies, because the studies that |
have read, just between you individuals up there,

your sel ves do not agree.

And so that confuses ne, that we're relying
on your reports for us to change our way of |ife when
you cannot get al ong yourselves on your final reports.

And ny question is, as far as the dans that
we have on the Snake River, | question the manager of
Dwor shak fish hatchery, which is in Oofino, |daho.
asked hi m about the fall Chinook run.

He said, "Neil," he says, "we had
approximately 8,000 fish back." He said, "but
sonmepl ace bel ow the Lower Granite pool we |ost about
40 to 45,000 fish."

So, we know they are coming up through
three dans. So it's your responsibility, not our
responsibility, to take care of the problem

Your panel there, and especially the Corps
of Engi neers, you owe us the responsibility of taking
care of what you sold us, and take care of our life,
and don't put us through the burden and the stress
that you are trying to do now. We are taxpayers of
this area.

Thank you.
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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very nuch, Neil
Brad Carper, followed by Ken Peterson,
foll owed by Kathl een Gordon
MR. BRAD CASPER: I am Brad Casper
not Brad Car per.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Sorry, Brad.

MR. BRAD CASPER: I"ma | ocal farmer
in the Basin city area. | own a farmng -- a famly
farmin that area. | amalso a native of this region.

| disagree and strongly oppose breachi ng as
an option. | believe the dans are not one of the nmain
i ssues to the declining sal non popul ation

Many ot her reasons can be pointed at, as
the problem for the decline of these fish popul ations.
The terns, sea lions, drag nets in the ocean, and
gillnets in the river are what | feel are sonme of the
mai n problems that need to be | ooked at.

| feel that we should put forth effort to
i mprove the sal non popul ati ons, but not put our
livelihoods at risk to do that. W are putting the
expense at the total -- on the shoulders of the
citizens of this region, and | totally oppose renoving
the dans, that it will benefit the fish popul ations.

Lastly, | would like to say that | am
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totally opposed, or excuse ne, | am appalled that we
live in a society today that values fish over human
life.

And | thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you

very nuch, Brad.

Ken Peterson, followed by Kathl een Gordon,
foll owed by Levi Holt.

MR. KEN PETERSON: I am Ken Peterson.

First, no disrespect to any organizations
or agencies, group of people or individuals, but I'm
not with the Sierra group and I'"mnot, | don't
represent -- | amwi th thousands of people that really
believe in saving our danms and our salnon. |It's
i mportant and can be done.

It's in ny opinion, as well as nany
t housands of others, taxpayers, that our tax dollars
be renoved from fundi ngs that allow any further review
and study of river drawdowns or breachi ng of the dams.

| feel the agencies need to be refocused,
spend the energy that has been put into the drawdowns
and breaching into other areas.

' m sure that other things have been
t hought of, but all has been stopped short of any rea

st udi es.
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It also seens we have many committees with
not hi ng better to do than focus on only the dans. |
know if | spend ny noney on sonething, | would rather
seek a nmore inexpensive way to do something first.

But it looks Iike a typical governnment
nove, to just spend the taxpayers' nobney, Ww thout
| ooki ng at the bigger pictures.

Doesn't it make sense -- excuse me, nore
sense to do all other options first, such as stop
fishing in the river? Stop netting in the river?
It's the year 2000, and tinme to revisit the triba
rights agreenent. Stop netting in the oceans. Line
out a few mles, get ahold of Canada, Japan, Russia,
and, yes, even the U. S. fishing conpanies to stop
netting until at |east a nore thorough study can be
done.

Let's | ook at the whal es and the dol phins
for example. They were becoming rare, and | ook at
what ' s happened. They have made a big coneback. And
a |l ot of people got together and said, hey, stop
netting. And stop hunting for these fascinating
creatures. They are meking a big coneback, but stil
need our hel p.

Pl ease stop fishing, netting, and netting

t he sal non.
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And finally, if the above nmenti oned doesn't
work, then and only then, | ook at other options.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thank

you, Ken.

Kat hl een Gordon, followed by Levi Holt,
foll owed by Tom Flint.

M5. KATHLEEN GORDON: | am Kat hl een

Gordon, fromthe Confederated Tribes with the Umatilla
I ndi an Reservation. And |I'mone of the elders there.
I'"'ma grandnmot her, a nother, a great grandnother.

I"'mnot a scientist, but I'mhere to just
gi ve you sonme of nmy concerns about our sal non.

The sal mon was given to us by our Creator,
a sacred gift for our subsistence, and for our
exi stence here on this earth. And we have cone here
t oday because we have lived off of those resources
that our Creator gave us. W wouldn't be alive today
if it wasn't for the salnon and the gifts fromthe
Mot her Earth that we survive on

And since time imenorial we have been
taught by our ancestors to preserve our resources
given to us as a gift fromour Creator, for
subsi stence and survival, and for the preservation and

protection of our water. The source of all life. And
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our foods, for generations to cone after us.

We are here today because of the w sdom of
our elders, their teachings and their practices. And
we urge you to assist us in the protection and
preservation of these sacred resources.

That's all that we are here for. To try to
get you to understand that we believe in our hearts
about all of creation, and the salnon is a part of
that creation. To destroy the salmon is to destroy
the future lives of future generations.

And as the man said a while ago, that
sal mon is superseding human life. Well, wthout
sal mon, there won't be a human life. W need to
protect all of our resources so that the future
generations will have food and resources when they
cone into this world.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Kathl een.

Levi Holt, then Tom Flint, and then Al anna
Far r ow.

MR, LEVI HOLT: Yes. Levi Holt, Nez
Perce Tribal nenber, also known as Bl ack Beaver.
I'"'m here today to speak on behalf of the

salmon. It seens that again the humans have a very
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overwhel m ng voice, and logically so. It is us as
humans who are left here today to speak and it is the
sal ron who are m ssing.

Long before these dams went up many of your
ancestors and your elders enjoyed the fisheries off of
the Colunbia, the Clearwater and the Snake Rivers.
Many of your |ivelihoods were brought in to this world
based on an old lifestyle and an ol d resource called
t he sal non.

Fromthe first day the stones went into the
Col unbi a and on the Snake, we knew as | ndian people
that salnon would die. It didn't take very many
generations for this to becone true. Yet we had |ived
with those animals for hundreds and perhaps thousands
of years.

Where are we today? The hydro systens nust
come out, particularly these |ower four Snake River
danms. |If you have ever toured those danms and | ooked
what the fish passage is |ike, you woul d be appall ed.
To think that any animal could get through a small one
and a half foot pipe with water pressures exceedi ng
many tons perhaps per inch, square inch that is, and
to |l ook at the conditions of the hydro, the turbines
t hensel ves, and to expect that the low nortality that

is being pointed to is insignificant, is insane.
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We have to change. And the power
generation that's represented with the four Lower
Snake River dams is, |I'mtold, is less than 6 percent.
That is retained in this region.

Where are those dollars going? Where is
that power being farned out to? Wiy are we being
based and harnessed with this burden? The bureaucrats
understand where this noney is going. And yet we're
bei ng poised with struggling anongst each other to
find an answer.

I would say the 4-H paper is not your
savior. You will need the 4-H paper and you will need
t hese dans breached in order to maintain and to
recover the salnon as we believe they should be.

And it's a farce in nmany ways that |ndian
peopl e have sat back and watched the many dollars go
by, down the river, with studies that are neaningless,
when the Corps and NMFS | ook at the Col unbia drai nage
and approve dredging at a tinme when we're facing
extinction.

This is illogical. 1t makes ne wonder what
sort of thought process is there. The Tribes have
their own recovery plans. And we shoul d consider them
as well. "Cosiata" for today.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
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much.

Tom Flint, Alanna Farrow, and then Victor
Moor e.

MR, TOM FLI NT: Thank you for this
opportunity to speak with you today.

I'"'mTomFlint. I'ma fifth generation
farmer. We are a famly farmfanmly that come from
Nebr aska

We cane out here because there was water
so we could irrigate. There was electricity.
represent the Sierra dans coalition. It's a
grassroots group of residents in the Pacific
Nor t hwest .

Today we physically delivered 85, 000
signatures to the Corps and the board here for public
support of our position.

Specifically, my comments go for the 4-H
paper and al so the EIS.

And what the people of the Pacific
Nort hwest are saying is, we oppose dam breachi ng, we
oppose reservoir drawdowns, and that we al so believe
that this will negatively inmpact our economny and it
won't save fish.

So, I'"'mhere to try and | ook at the big

picture. And |I'd like to echo some of the things that
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a |lot of people have said today, and that is, that
there are a lot of other conditions and factors that
need to be studied.

And specifically, | kind of like to go into
the triple whano of salnmon. And ny thought is,
essentially we have sone very rough predator
situations that we need to actively take care of. |
mean, this has been going on since 1990. That's
al nost ten years. And we've spent like half a mllion
dollars here this |last year, and, you know, nobst any
farmer will tell you you can put a herd of pigs out
there and there will be no problem

So there's sonme commn sense things that we
ought to be seriously considering.

One of the other things is ocean
conditions, and probably one of the big factors is why
we're all here today in sonme sense, is egos, agendas,
and politics.

And it's a hard thing really to focus al
these different entities into a positive solution
But | think we need to I et you know that's what we
expect of you. And through this process we have to
realize what's this physically going to cost us?

| mean, we know right now through the

| at est surveys we're going to be facing a power
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shortage in that we need

to be | ooking at our clean

hydr opower for our future.

So | would Iike us to protect all the

different interests for our famlies and our futures.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Tom

Al anna Farr ow,

foll owed by Victor Moore,

followed by Ciff Wogsl and.

MS. ALANNA FARROW Al anna Farr ow,

Umtilla tribal menber.

The federal governnent has never kept its

prom se to Indians or nonlndi ans.

It's tinme for

all the humans of the Pacific

Nort hwest to nake the governnent work for all of us.

Currently the federal governnent is using us agai nst

each other.

The people in

this roomare not stupid. |

hope the feds.' ugly tactics of pitting us again each

other will not continue to work.

There is not an alternative for the people

currently. Except the a

ourselves while the feds.

ternative to fight anongst

do not hi ng.

The Umatilla Tribes appreciate all cultures

and societies within our

Paci fi c Nort hwest and denand
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that the governnent stop forcing us to choose between
sal ron and agriculture.

Sal non people and ag people |live here
together. Let's make the government work for all of
us.

| attended the hearing in Astoria earlier
this week. | heard everyone demand that you fol ks up
there on your pedestal honor ny treaty right.

If you really want to talk to the people,
M. Stelle and M. Mgren, you need to step down from
your pedestal you created and talk to all of us
eye-to-eye. The feds. can breach dans to save sal non,
whi | e keepi ng ag fol ks whol e.

Breach the danms, restore the sal non, and
protect the farns. |t can be done.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch.

Victor Moore, followed by Cliff Wgsl and,
foll owed by Leo Hill.

MR. VI CTOR MOORE: ' m Victor Moore.
I"'m 73 years old. MW wife and | have lived along the
Col unbi a and Snake Rivers all our lives. In fact we
are third and fourth generation people |living al ong

the river.
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We have seen the rivers before they were
damaged. We have picked fruit along the Snake River.
We have fished along the river. Recreated along the
river.

We now live in the Tri-Cities near the
Col unbi a River Hanford Reach. That 51 mile reach is
the only free-flowing section left in the entire
river. It is the largest sal non spawni ng gravel s area
left in the entire system

| want to credit a friend, Rich Steal, for
calling to ny attention that renoval of the four Snake

Ri ver danms woul d be l|ike providing four nore Hanford

Reach spawni ng grounds. | believe that would go a
| ong way towards saving the salmon. | hope we stil
have tine.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch.

ciff Wgsland, followed by Leo Hill,
foll owed by Leonard Ross.

MR Ciff WOGSLAND: Thank you. My
name is Ciff Wgsland. | amfrom d arkston. And
didn't get the opportunity to speak last tine you were
there. And | felt it was inportant that | cone here
and tal k.

I wanted to agree with your first speaker
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Bob Jensen, and Slade CGorton's folks, and I wanted to
el aborate on that.

First of all, it's not really rocket
scientists. W have to stop the slaughter, stop the
harvest of fish. That doesn't mean just one person
That means everybody. |[|f you're going to get them
back, there's only one way to do it. That's stop
killing them

Real easy. We do have enough el ectronic
sci ence now that we can find out where these fish are
being lost. To ne it's in the ocean. 90 sone percent
are going out, 2 percent are comng back. |It's not
real tough.

Okay. You have the deflectors in the dams
for one year. | do analytical science. And one year
isn't long enough for any kind of study. How can we
just throw those in?

| saw them being built right where | |ived,
just down the street. How can we even have a | ogica
study in one year? On deflectors? You haven't seen
anyt hing on them yet.

Okay. The tribe, Nez Perce Tribe. |
didn't hear them say anything about the PPRC, the Pulp
and Paper Resource Council, and them being together

We put stream side incubators in place, we do have
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runs com ng back

W are working with them | don't see any
conservation group, and | challenge the conservation
groups to stand up, quit whining, get off your duffs,
get with these Tribes, and work on it. You're not
going to do anything by throwing | awsuits at
everyt hing and at each ot her.

The only way you are going to get this
thing done is to get out there and do it. Actually,
physically, do it.

And | haven't seen any conservation groups
doing that. Were are you, |Idaho Rivers United,
Conservation League, Sierra Cl ub?

VWhere are they? They just file |lawsuits.
Okay.

There's going to be too nuch truck traffic.
We just need to use |ogical, reasonable things to get
these runs back. Stop the slaughter. Can't kill them
and have them conme back, too.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
aiff.

Leo HIl, followed by Leonard Ross,
foll owed by Tom Cl yde.

MR, LEO HI LL: Good afternoon. My

nane is Leo Hill. Il livein Walla Wlla. And I'ma
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20 year enployee at the Boise Cascade paper m Il at
Wal | ul a.

Medi a reports tell us that you have heard
an overwhel m ng amount of pro-breaching comments at
ot her public neetings.

Per haps breaching the danms is a val uabl e
| ast step to save the salnon. But it is certainly not
a sensible first step.

First, steps need to be taken down river
and in the ocean.

One. The caspian terns that nest at the
nout h of the Col unbia River need to be dealt with.
Every | ocation of the colony or other nmeasures to
di scourage their nesting and breedi ng nmust be
i medi ately acted upon to reduce their predation on
the mgrating snolts.

Two. Congress nust imediately nodify the
Nati onal Marine Mammal s Protection Act so that these
predators could be managed in a manner that protects
both the salnon and the long-termviability of these
wonder ful marine manmel s.

Three. Commercial fishing in the ocean off
our coasts nust be drastically curtailed. Mle |ong
drift nets that strip mne the sea of all life nust be

conpl etely banned within our national econom c zone.
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Did this go off?

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG You are stil
goi ng.

MR LEO HI LL: Congr ess nust
aut horize and allocate staff resources for the Coast
Guard to vigorously enforce this ban.

Four. An agreenent nust be reached in the
Native Americans of the various Tribes to nmarkedly
reduce the nunber of nets allowed in the Col unbia and
the Snake River systemat any tine during the year

Five. Sport fisheries nust also do their
share. An indefinite noratoriumon fishing for all
and | tried this word, anadromous fish in the Col unbia
and Snake Rivers nust be i medi ately enacted.

One point that seens to be overlooked in
this debate is the need for adult fish returning from
the ocean portion of their life cycle. Wthout
massi ve nunbers of adult fish surviving the
predati ons, both natural and manmade, there is little
point in renoving four dans that |lie over 300 niles
from the ocean.

Assuni ng we have sufficient nunmbers of
adult fish returning upstream and in conjunction with
the downriver and ocean steps | have just outlined,

habi tat i nprovenent nust take place in the many snal
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tributaries of the Col unbi a- Snake Ri ver system

The fish nmust have a place to spawn.

To use an analogy, if this situation were a
patient in the hospital, no reasonable person would
expect that doctors to anputate both legs to cure a
br oken ankl e.

Breachi ng the Snake River dans is too
drastic of a nmeasure to take before addressing the
ot her issues that any reasonabl e person could see
woul d have a nore i mredi ate i nmpact on sal non survival.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Leo

Leonard Ross, followed by Tom Cl yde,
fol |l oned by Karen Al exander

MR, LEONARD ROCSS: My nanme is Leonard
Ross.

I belong to an ad hoc organi zation in the
Lewi ston Cl arkston valley called the advocates for
sal mon, steel head and comerce.

We have come to the realization that the
I ong term environnental quality of life and econom c
wel | - bei ng of our region hinges on restoring the Snake
Ri ver sal non and st eel head.

W owe it to our children and grandchil dren
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and to the Northwest children to make this happen.

We al so accept the fact that the four Lower
Snake River dams shoul d be breached soon if we are to
recover these val uabl e resources.

Breaching is necessary and it may be
sufficient.

| am especially concerned that this won't
happen because quasi science has been used by the
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service to delay admitting
the failing hydro systemis now driving the fish to
extinction.

You can read several critiques of the DEIS,
i ncluding the indices, and you will cone up with this
same i nescapabl e concl usi on

There is one out there fromthe |Idaho
Department of Fish and Gane, there is another critique
fromthe Path team nenbers fromthe States Fish and
Wldlife and the Tribes and U. S. Fish and Wldlife,
but not NMFS and the others. There's the critique by
t he i ndependent Sci ence Advi sory Board.

And finally there's a recent one out called
Seven Questions About the Accurnul ative Risk Initiative
recently published for Trout Unlimted. These reports
show that, one, NMFS broke Director Stelle's

commi t rent and Judge Marsh's nmandate to col |l aborate



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

with state and tribal scientists and avoi ded any
revi ew before they rel eased their anadronous fish
appendi x to the DEIS.

And NMFS has managed the snolt pit tag data
in order to discredit the Path findings that breaching
is the best way to recover the sal non.

NMFS scientists grouped and ignored data
that is needed to get the results they wanted in order
to give the opinion that transportati on options could
possi bly recover salnmon as well as the natural river.

NMFS has created this new process CRI, even
though the tinme required to get scientific certainty
results probably doomed sonme of the populations to
extinction.

NMFS cane up with optim stic determi nations
of salnmon. And now they have juggled scientific
anal yses to focus attention away fromthe hydro
systems as the best way to inprove survival.

| have trouble accepting the legitimcy of
the All-H process since the very scientific foundation
is so flawed.

The Federal Caucus should plan on for rocky
road consensus until NMFS corrects their
unpr of essi onal perfornmance.

And by the way, Senator CGorton is still nad
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about 1 osing the boat deci sion.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch.

Tom Cl yde, followed by Karen Al exander, and
we'll take a break, and before the break | will read
the next 30 people so you have a sense of where you
are going to cone up.

Tom Cl yde

MR, TOM CLYDE: Tom Clyde. As a
farmer, |I'mdisturbed by the fact that it appears nost
of the enphasis on restoring fish runs is being
focused on upstream habitat. And of course that
shifts a disproportionate econoni c burden on those of
us that make our living off the |and and the natura
resources in this region.

I think it also raises sone serious
guestions about the sincerity of those who profess to
be committed to restoring fish.

For exanple, many of the things, many of
t hose have been cited today, the poor fishing
conditions within the 200 mile restricted zone of U. S
wat ers.

The predator situation which is responsible

between the terns and the seals for literally mllions
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of snpblts every year in our river system

I can't understand al so why any nets are
still permitted on the river.

These inconsistencies really raise sone
concerns about just how sincere everyone is about
solving this problem

If this regionis to get the blame, or the
primary bl ane, for causing the problem there ought to
be sufficient evidence to support those accusations.
And to date we have seen no conclusive scientific
evidence that will state that taking out the dans wl |
bring back the fish.

And | think it would be tragic to destroy
the efficient production and commerce of this region
si nmply because sonebody had a theory that was
unt est ed.

As | analyze all of this information, it
| eaves ne to conclude that the agenda here, the issue,
is not really fish. | don't believe that the agenda
is to bring the fish back

I think the agenda is to expand the
i ntrusi ve power of government into the |ives of our
citizens.

As the war continues against those of us in

the natural resource industries, sone day this nation
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will regret the danage that it has done to property
rights and individual liberties in the nane of
environnental extrem sm

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Kar en
Al exander. Karen Al exander, are you out there?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She has
submtted a witten report.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Al right. So
we will nove to a break. But let me quickly run
t hrough the next 30 folks that will be up after the
br eak.

W will begin with Don Pratt, followed by
Nanette Wal kl ey, followed by Lester Snyder, followed
by Ron Wse, followed by Kent Hansen, followed by
Frank WIllianms, followed by Jerry Mattoon | believe it
is, Pat Kenny after Jerry, Ral ph Hodge, Clint Didier I
think it is, followed by David Cl ose, followed by
M chel e Rounds, followed by Brenda Alford, followed by
Jim Kuntz, followed by Lauri Dayton, followed by Nat
Webb | think it is, Nat Webb, followed by Mert
Stanply, followed by Eric Cochran, followed by Larry
Hagen, followed by Ladd Mtchell, John Grant, Roger
Hays, George Boice, and that's about it.
So let's, those folks will be up after the

break. So, ten minutes, we will be right back here
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with Don Pratt.
(Short recess).
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much for hel ping us take a break here.

I would I'ike to announce sone changes we
are going to make this afternoon.

G ven how frustrated we all are with the
fact that there have not been that nmany nenbers of the
public that have spoken as yet, | have talked with the
panel nmenbers and they have agreed to work through
their dinner hour, and we will spell themw th some of
their other staff who are here.

So now | amgoing to really need your help
on this, and | know fol ks that cane in late didn't
hear the ground rules earlier, didn't hear that | ama
noderator here, | amnot a menber of one of the
agencies, | amtrying to help you all get heard in a
way that is as quick and efficient, and you all need
to get to your m ke and we just need to nove right on
with the next person.

So, holding your clapping is what's going
to help us get to all of you.

So with that, would you |like to say
anyt hi ng?

COL. ERIC MOGREN: You have cone up
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and told nme about your frustration over being able to
get to speak tonight.

A couple points. Number one, | have got 78
people or so that are signed up yet still to speak
and | understand there is sone frustration over nmny
decision to let the public elected officials go
first.

Understand, our viewis that that's out of
deference for respect for their office, and you heard
a lot of them are speaking for several thousand folks.
So please bear with ne on that.

Having said that, by ny count, we have
about 16 or 17 public officials, so even if we hadn't
done that, we'd still have 65 folks to go, which is
going to be really tough to get through in the tine
we' ve got.

So | want to rem nd you of sonething Donna
said early on, that there are other ways to submt
your testinmony. Either through witten testinony or
recorded testinony, and | would urge you to use those
ot her options as well, because in the final analysis,
all the comments that will receive equal weight,
regardl ess of how they are subnmitted.

So now !l will turn it over to Donna so we

can get back to testinony here.
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Thank you.

DONNA S| LVERBERG: Those of you who
want to scratch your nane off the list, conme on up
whil e soneone is talking, and | will get you scratched
of f.

In the neantinme let's get started right
here with Don Pratt, followed by Nanette Wl Kkl ey,
foll owed by Lester Snyder. And if Nanette and Lester
can get up and close to a microphone now we will just
keep rolling right along.

Thank you.

MR. DON PRATT: | don't come here
representing any special interest group, and no one
has asked ne to speak. |In fact | detest speaking in
public, but today | do feel conpelled to speak up

My parents noved their little famly to
Kennewi ck in the sunmer of 1960 when they canme here
for opportunity. For ny dad it was a chance to get
away from 16 hour days and a dusty m Il and using his
col | ege education in chem stry to work on the Hanford
Reservati on.

My parents envisioned the day when their
three small children woul d be grown and step out into
the world to raise their only little famlies, they

were hopeful that this area would still provide
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opportunity for those children so they could enjoy
their grandkids in their retirenment years. And today
six of my parents' seven children live in Kennew ck
with a total of 22 grandchildren and one great
grandchi | d.

We enjoy a sinple, enviable lifestyle which
is probably only realized in the i magi nati ons of a | ot
of people across this country and through the world.

| enjoy the small town atnosphere, with no
traffic gridlock every day. And | fear that that may
eventual |y change since nore and nore people find out
about our great comrunity as this controversy
continues to be stirred up nationally over fish and
dans.

| enjoy cleaner air because of safe,
reliable and | ess expensive electricity fromdans. |
enjoy all kinds of uncrowded water recreating because
of dans.

I enjoy all types of fresh grown food
literally in ny own back yard because of dans. |
enj oy not having nmy hone fl ooded each year from spring
runof f because of dams. | am pleased that these dans
are the key ingredient for life sustaining grain to
feed the world's hungry.

So, when | hear soneone voice the notion
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t hat one of these nodern marvel s of engineering genius
have been rendered useless, | consider that to be an
attack on ny hone.

If it were an attack by another nation, it
woul d be considered an act of war. |If it was an
attack fromw thin our own nation, it should be
consi dered an act of treason. |f any group or
i ndividual in this great nation wants to reroute a
river or route a damor even blow up a dam let them
go join forces with any nunber of mlitary or
terrorist operations throughout the world that appear
to enjoy tearing things down, blow ng things up

| believe it is a sad cormentary on the
state of affairs of this nation when the nmainstream
tax payi ng, working public has to take tine out of
their busy work week to attend sonething like this

just to defend our dans.

COL. ERIC MOGREN: | just had a
t hought that could speed this up. | amgoing to put
this to you all
And the question is, would you be willing

to go to two mnutes and get everybody through faster?
Now, if you think that's a bad idea, if you
think it's a bad idea to go to two m nutes so we could

get nore people up here speaking, please show your
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hands.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you think
the lady that's taking the records could keep up
because we will talk faster, it's not --

COL. ERIC MOGREN: It is enough hands

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you think it
is fair for a guy to cone eight hours to --

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG We are going
to stick with the three m nutes. Appreciate that.

We are going to go right on to Nanette
Wal kl ey, followed by Lester Snyder and Ron W se.

MS. NANETTE WALKLEY: Thank you. My
nane is Nanette Wal kley. | represent the Wl kl ey
Farms | ocated east of Burbank in Walla Walla County.

Qur farmis a third generation famly farm
W irrigate 2,200 acres with water drawn fromthe
Snake River upstreamfrom|lce Harbor Dam W also
have anot her 2800 acres of dryland ground. W enpl oy
three full-tinme and two part-tine enpl oyees.

The | and al so provi des enpl oynent for
ot hers who work on other famly farms who | ease sone
of our ground.

It's been said that breaching the Snake

River danms will not inpact small famly farmers and
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that only large corporate farns irrigate with water
fromthe Snake River.

I"'mhere to tell you that our farmw |l be
severely inpacted by breaching these dans. Breaching
t hese danms could signal the end of our famly farm and
our way of life.

Wt hout irrigation our farm woul d have been
bankrupt long ago. The irrigation water reuse is a
necessity. W need that to raise our crops. |It's not
a luxury. The water already costs us between 70 and a
hundred dollars an acre just for the electricity to
nove the water fromthe river to the sprinklers and
onto the crop

In 1999 this cost of effect of electricity
for the irrigation systemwas 30 percent of our tota
operating expenses. This does not include the cost of
the irrigation systemitself or the water delivery
system

Therefore, the cost of converting our
irrigation facilities due to dam breachi ng woul d be
prohi bitive.

It's also been said that alternatives to
transporting the farners' grain by truck instead of
barge will only be a few cents nore per bushel

However, without irrigation water our farm
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won't have many bushels to transport.

The negative inpact will not just be to our
farm The loss of irrigation water fromthe Snake
River will drastically affect our neighboring farns as
well. These farmers do not just generate incone for
thensel ves. They pay real estate taxes to support the
school systens. They enploy workers to support
famlies who al so pay taxes. They purchase equi pnment,
services and supplies from area merchants, they
provi de a safe product that goes to area processors
who al so enpl oy workers.

Breachi ng these danms is being proposed as a
solution to save the Snake River sal non and steel head.

If there's no agreenent, this drastic
measure will not result in recovery of these fish.
Thi s proposal has placed a cloud over the future of
agriculture as well as the future of the genera
econony in this area.

To sunmari ze, the Walkley farmis opposed
to breaching the Snake River dans. The environnental,
econoni ¢ and social inpacts fromthis action will be
overwhel m ngly negati ve.

We support inprovement to fish passage
facilities and transportation. It's tine to nove on

with real solutions that will recover the sal nbn runs
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Wi

ou

Sn

t hout destroying the regiona

econony and quality of

r life.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you.
MR. LESTER SNYDER: | am Lester
yder. | amrepresenting the Washington State G ange

whi ch has 40, 000 nenbers.

be

We want to save the sal non, but we do not

lieve that breaching the danms is the way to save the

sal non.

We do believe that we can live with

possibly the first three things that you have |isted

in

your H program

i mpl enent ed.

And we would |like to see that

And | have spent a |ot of

time on the

Tucannon Ri ver which is above sone of the dans, and

know t hat sal non have conme up through those dans and

have spawned in that

Wi

we

th ny owm eyes, after

river, because

| have been on the river

nt in and | was on the river after

in.

have been al ready said,

| have seen it

the dans went in.

bef ore the dans

t he dans went

But many things that | have here to say

would like to tel

you,

and |

because |

have a little story that

have a better way
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of expressing nyself in that manner.

We are of the land. The |and everyone is
trying to save. W are of the land, fromthe cradle
to the grave. W are the plankton in the ocean, we
are the grass upon the plankton. W are the lichen in
the tundra. We are the levis in the chain.

Dust to dust we are committed to this earth
on which we stand. W are farners by our birth right,
we are stewards of the |and.

Now, there are those who sit in towers who
pretend to know what's best. They pontificate, they
protest. And they rail with the current of a person
who's wel |l fed.

Mot her Earth can be forgiving when in
i gnorance we err, but she can die of good intention
she needs soneone who will care. Not with platitudes
of poets touting blood and sweat and toil, but the
care of soneone with his hand upon the soil

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Ron W se
foll owed by Kent Hansen, followed by Frank WIIians.
MR, RON W SE: Good afternoon. My
nane is Ron Wse, and | live in Lew ston, |daho, where
| am a nmenber of a group of local citizens called
advocates for steel head and salnmon. | support

Alternative 4 because fish biologists of Path concl ude



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

t hat dam renoval has the best chance for the recovery
of steel head and sal non.

Alternatives 1, 2 and 3 will certainly
finish driving the wild steel head and sal non to
extinction.

This would be a tragedy for not only the
fish but also for us humans and for nmany ot her
associ ated speci es that are dependent upon the fish
for existence.

The question | want to address today is,
why is there so nmuch m sinformation about
transportation of grain by barge? | think it's

because there is an automatic assunption that barge

transport is cheaper and nore efficient than any ot her

met hod.

On page 31 of the Corps' summary it says,
gquote, transportation cost would increase because
barge transport is |less costly, unquote.

The Corps says that is a fact, so | guess

Here is another exanple. In yesterday's
Lewi ston Morning OM Tribune Jeff Barnard of the
Associ ated Press wites that, "Opponents argue that
the Lew ston econony woul d be devastated by the

elimnation of cheap barge transportation."”
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Let's | ook beyond these assunptions for the
truth.

First, taxpayers pay about $11 of the $13
cost per ton of shipping grain fromLew ston to
Por t| and.

Second, the Drew Committee uncovered
evi dence that the barge conpanies are making a profit
of between 70 to 200 percent on their operations.

Third, and nost interesting, is a report
fromthe Transportation Energy Data Book, Edition 18,
1996, fromthe Cak Ridge National Laboratory. The
results are rail transport is nore efficient than
either barge or truck. On page 2-17 rail Btu per ton
mle is 368 and water borne commerce is 412.

So nmuch for the assuned efficiency of barge
transport. | amenclosing a copy of this report.

Is it cheaper? Last sumrer a 73 car unit
grain train left Lewiston for Portland and the
shi ppi ng cost per ton was the sane as for barging. So
much for the assuned | ower cost of barging.

The Corps needs to redo their analysis of
shi pping efficiency and cost. For starters they
shoul d read the recent study by Dr. Ken Casavan from
WBU done for the Washi ngton Transportati on Board.

Finally, a few concluding observations by
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the taxpayers for the port of Lew ston.

The port was approved by the voters of Nez
Perce County in 1968, and becane a barge shi pping port
in 1976.

24 years later the port has yet to get its
budget into the black. The taxpayers of the county

provi de about $500,000 to their annual budget.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Ron?
MR. RON W SE: Yes?
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG: | need to ask

you to wap it right now.
MR, RON W SE: Thank you. W at
Lewi ston have been bonbarded year after year. The
port is inproving the econony of Lew ston.
If so, why are we still underwriting it?
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thank
you very rmuch.
Kent Hansen, followed by Frank WIIli amns,
foll owed by Jerry Mattoon.
MR, KENT HANSEN: I am Kent Hansen.
I manage Connell Grain Growers and live in Connell,
Washington. | am also the President of the Northwest
Managers Associ ati on of the grange which represents 28
grai n handling cooperatives.

Qur conpany operates two terninals on the
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river. And we do that because barge transportation is
the nost efficient and best way to get the grain to
t he market.

Qur group of managers recently, it was
actually two years ago, took a tour of a couple of
these dans, and we appl aud the Corps of Engineers
i ngenuity and engineering in increasing the ability of
fish passage through the dans and past the dans, and
believe that the Corps has the ability as these
studi es go, learn nore about fish, be able to make
nodi ficati ons necessary to the dans to allow the fish
passage wi thout taking away all of the benefits from
t he dans that we have heard.

So we woul d support Alternative 2 and 3 of
maxi mal fish transportation, and nodification of the
dans, and we woul d oppose Alternative 4.

We al so oppose Alternative 1, doing
not hi ng, because we would |like to save the fish.

We encourage the National Marine Fisheries
Association to do all they can in each of the H areas
to inmprove fish environment.

Since | have got just a second, | would
also like to speak, people talk about how many people
| represent. | want to speak in behalf of the two

billion people that live in the Pacific Ri mthat
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depend on the Pacific Northwest to deliver thema
consistent and reliable high quality food source, and
they appreciate that, and they depend on this river
systemto get that to them

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Kent .
Frank WIllianms, Jerry Mattoon and Pat
Kenny.
MR, FRANK W LLI AMS: | am Frank
Wllians. | am from Coos Bay, Oregon. Longshorenan
Aucti oneer. Rancher. And hi, WIIl. W have tal ked

bef ore, haven't we.

Okay. | amwith the Step Programin Coos
Bay, or Sal non Trout Enhancenment Program And it's a
nat ural enhancenent program just about as close as you
can get to Mother Nature. |It's the npbst successfu
program on the west coast we are told by our
bi ol ogi sts.

Yet we are the top secret in the Northwest.
Because nobody wants to go on with these hatchery
fish. Even though we are not really truly hatchery.
Li ke | said, we are natural enhancenent. W have
al ways taken wild stock and brought themin, and put

themin with our hatchery returns.
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A lot of our hatchery returns is not fin
clipped, by the way, WIIl. So you don't know which
ones they are.

This is happening all over. There are a
| ot of things going on that you don't know. The
i nfluence on the West Coast was the sal non that you
don't know about. And | ain't going to tell you where
it happened. You are going to have to get off your
chair and go out, quit having these neetings. Ten
Mle Waits in our area was 80 percent Coho for the
whol e state of Oregon at one tine, but the ODF&W cane
in and poisoned it, put in bass.

You was tal king earlier about 12 to 24
percent on your survival on your Chinook com ng back
Well, the Japanese outdo us in everything, and the
nost they have go is 3 or 4 percent.

But | do know they had up to 12 percent
return, and people from Canada conme down there, wanted
to | ook at that.

Anyway, if you take honme nothing with you
today but this one fact, we can raise salnon for |ess
than a half a cent apiece, ODF&Win Oregon costs
$3. 00.

Now, | know that's awful cheap, and it's

not going to cost mllions of dollars, and a | ot of
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you guys won't be able to do your studies, you m ght
be able to retire early. But that's just too bad.

The studies, you say would, could and
likely could, would and likely. What about that?
They don't tell you it's going to happen.

The farmers used to go out and used to dig
out all the beaches. Entrances to the streams. W
can't do that no nore. That's a no no, because they
control that.

So the salnon can't get up, sal non can't
get in. The fish, the seals and sea |lions are having
a picnic out there on them beaches, eating the sal non.
This is all Oregon's fish.

Some of them stray, they come right up the
Col umbia. As a matter of fact, sone of our fish are
fromthe Colunbia. That's where they come from W
do not have wild fish. You guys are lucky. If you
think there's a wild fish.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thank
you. Your tinme's up.

MR. FRANK WLLIAMS that's an awfu
short tine.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Frank.

Jerry Mattoon, followed by Pat Kenny,
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foll owed by Ral ph Hodge.

MR, JERRY MATTOON. My nane is Jerry
Mattoon, and | am from Cl arkston, Washington. And
during the break I was advised that 107,000 people
around the Northwest have signed petitions supporting
dam breaching. Not during the break, they didn't sign
it. But | was advised.

Sal non are inportant to ne, so these four
| ower Snake River dams don't make any sense. | think
the Corps' analysis exaggerates the cause of partia
renoval of the four |ower Snake Rive dams, by ignoring
the huge cost of dammge retention and sal non
extinction.

Letting the sal non go extent abrogate 19
century treaties with the sovereign Anerican Tri bes.
This will result in costs running into tens of
billions of dollars.

And al so don't forget about |lost jobs in
West ern Washi ngton and Oregon and California if the
sal non are allowed to go extinct.

It is nuch nore affordable to partially
renove the four dans on the Lower Snake River.
Scientists participating in the NMFS All -H paper, the
vast mpjority appears that partial renmoval of the

Lower Snake River dans is the essential foundation for
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savi ng endanger ed sal non and steel head in the
wat er shed.

This is alone not enough but it is a start.

The big fish also need protection and
restoration of habitat on public and private |ands
t hroughout the Col unbi a Basin.

The Al -H science paper correctly finds
that partial damrenoval is the only action that helps
all salnon runs in the Snake basin which can restore
the big fish to harvestabl e nunbers.

Because t he Snake Basin sal non are so
dangerously close to extinction, action needs to be
taken i mredi ately.

In conclusion, | would like to read an
excerpt froma recent publication by Al en Pingham
entitled salmon and his people, fish and fishing in
the Nez Perce country.

Sonmetimes | try to get people to conpare
pl ant and ani mal species with their own body parts.
For instance, the buffalo could be a finger. The
paracon fal con, another finger. The wist could be
t he Sockeye sal non.

If you elimnate -- if you relate these
body parts to these species, how nmany woul d you

elimnate before you would say, stop, you can get
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along pretty well if you lose a finger, but if you
keep doing that, we lose it enough. Allen Pingham
Nez Perce.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very nmuch, Jerry.

Pat Kenny, followed by Ral ph Hodge,
followed by Clint Didier

MR. PAT KENNY: My name is Pat Kenny,
and | am addressing the Lower Snake River juvenile
sal non migration feasibility study.

I"'man avid sports fisherman, a biol ogi st
by training. | have lived in the M d-Col unbi a basin.
I have been involved in agriculture for the past 26
years.

In this time | have watched this area
transformitself from sand dunes to one of the nost
di verse and productive agricultural areas in the
United States.

Qur conpany that | work for, Cargill, Inc.
is one of the leading grain marketing and exporting
conpanies in the Pacific Northwest. Qur role is to
link |ocal producers with the best markets around the
world. We buy grain fromfarners in Washi ngton,
| daho, Oregon and Montana. And we transport it by

barge to Portland for export to the Asian narket.
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Asi a has becone the npbst inportant export
mar ket for the Anerican farmers, representing about 40
percent of the total United States grain exports. Qur
farmer custoners in this region are ideally situated
to serve that market.

But make no mistake, this is an intensely
conpetitive global market. Overseas buyers don't
really care who produces the wheat and the other
product they buy. They don't care whether the wheat
is produced by farnmers in Washi ngton, Al berta,
Australia or Argentina.

What they do care about is cost and
quality, and transportation cost can make the
di fference between getting the business or standing on
t he sidelines.

Transportation costs al so nmake the
difference to Washington farmfanilies.

Ri ver transportation on the Snake and
Col unbi a River systemis a critical asset for this
region. Renoval of the Lower Snake River dans woul d
cause severe econonic stress for the |daho, Mntana,
Eastern Washi ngton and Eastern Oregon farmfanilies
who rely on efficient barge transportation to deliver
their products to narkets.

If this inmportant transportation channel is
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closed, it could very well signal the end of globally
conpetitive agricultural production in this region,
forcing many of these farmfamlies into the heart
braki ng decision as to whether to | eave the land their
fam lies have farmed for generations.

Unfortunately for Washington farners, there
are very few alternatives. The rail system has been
effectively dismantled in this region, and road
transportation i s inadequate.

Today barge transportation saves farners
about 25 to 30 cents per bushel over other nodes of
transportation.

That may not nmean nuch to you, but it can
mean the difference between profit and loss for |oca
farmers, and in a global marketplace it will not be
possible to pass an additional 25 to 30 cents along to
forei gn buyers.

Buyers can go el sewhere, so does our
Washi ngton farmers who will bear the econonm c burden.
But even if Washington farnmers could bear that
additional cost, they face an even nore fundanenta
chal | enge, because wi thout barge transportati on we
don't have adequate transportation capacity in any
other node. It sinply doesn't exist.

Taxpayers will be asked to invest an
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estimated quarter of a mllion to half billion dollars
to equate the infrastructure needed to replace barge
transportation.

Let me make our position very clear. W
favor an adequate solution that addresses the need for
sal non recovery, the environment, the farners,
commerci al navigation, and | ocal businesses, without
t he renoval of the damns.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thanks
so much, Pat.

Ral ph Hodge, followed by Clint Didier
foll owed by David Cl ose.

MR. RALPH HODGE: I am Ral ph Hodge.
| am a nmenber of the Paper Allied Industry Chenica
Energy Workers in Richland, Washi ngton.

I want to preface nmy remarks, | have worked
for Tidewater also. And one barge equals 35 rai
cars. O 154 trucks. So, our tows are four barges,
so you could do the math. That's as far as the
cost, for what it costs to get the grain down to
Port | and.

Labor opposes any breaching of the Snake
Ri ver dams. We consider any such solution to the
sal non problemto be premature and based on i nproper

eval uati ons.
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Loss of power, irrigation, transportation
woul d cost thousands of jobs, and may not rectify the
problem We can think of no other circunstance where
a species is declared endangered that we have to run
the gauntlet of fishing nets all the way fromthe
coast of Alaska to the river's nouth.

Havi ng made that part of their journey
safely, the ever dwindling supply faces an obstacle
course of seals, birds, tribal nets, all the way up
the river to their spawni ng ground.

This type of predation on an endangered
species is unheard of. Appropriate regulations over
harvest have to be made

We synpat hize with the Tribes' cultura
rights. However, times change, and we have to change
with them Hopefully with a proper care, the runs
will be restored, and with restoration, the Tribes
ability for their appropriate harvest.

We often hear the statenent that a few
barge workers' jobs would be affected by breaching the
dans.

Not hi ng could be further fromthe truth.
The loss of jobs in the agricultural sector would be
extrene. Cheap power fuels our alum num production

facilities in the region as well, as countless other
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i ndustries all the way down the coast of California.

Anyone currently |ooking at rising fue
costs can see the replacenent of gas, oil or coa
woul d not be cheap. That type of replacement woul d
pour tons of hydrocarbons into our already sick
at nosphere.

The rul e of thunmb neasurenent for job |oss
is one fam |y wage job creates three jobs in the
service sector. This trickle down effect from dam
breachi ng woul d have a di sastrous economni c effect
t hroughout our region.

Labor feels that with the proper studies
and harvest restraint, we can save jobs, the dans and
t he sal non.

Thank you very much.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Ral ph.

Cint Didier, David Close, and M chele
Rounds.

MR. CLINT DI DI ER: | am Clint Didier
and | ama proud farner. Qur United States of Anerica
is rapidly changing into a social denocracy.

We have progressed from being the freest
nation in the world to becom ng unfree. W as a

peopl e have forgotten that government can and does
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pose a threat to our individual rights and |iberties.
Too many of us have given governnment the power to
regul ate, dictate and manage our lives. The sal non
issue is a perfect exanple of political manipulation

The renoval of the dams on the Snake River
is being proposed as a cure-all for the dinmnishing
runs on the Colunbia and the Snake Rivers. Yet the
government's own National Marine Fisheries Service has
consistently inplenented and nmanaged prograns proven
to be destructive to the sal non recovery.

My question is why are all of the other
proposals to strengthen the fish runs being pushed to
the rear of the bus?

And sal non, breaching the dans is the
mracle solution. Wy are we not strongly enforcing a
200 mile Iimt elimnating all foreign vessels fishing
in our waters? Wy are we not pernitting --
permanently renoving the caspian tern problem at the
mout h of the Col unbi a?

Why do we continue to protect seals and sea
lions that double their popul ati on every ei ght years?
Why do we continue to spend mllions of dollars on
fish studies when those mllions could have al ready
installed fish friendly turbines on all of our danms?

How does $2.00 a pound sal non sal es by Indians have
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any bearing on their right to fish for cerenoni al
pur poses?

Do we have | ess honmes to power or |ess
people to feed? Do we ignore the fact that hydro
power is the cleanest source of energy?

Victinms of flood disasters recognize the
val ue of the damintervention. Wuld support of dam
breachi ng have been so vocal in the recent Portland
area hearings if Vanport flooding just occurred? Wy
did the Oregon Departnent of Fisheries and Wldlife
director admt that clubbing to death of 6,000 fal
creek hatchery run actions were taken after
consultation with the federal government?

How do we explain the dimnishing runs on
the rivers such as the Cowmitz and the Nastucka that
have no dans.

Do we continue to be a world | eader who
provi des a standard of living unparalleled in history
or do we reduce ourselves to second class status, no
| onger a builder but a destroyer of our own assets,
revi sionari es that desi gned our hydropower system
benefits unduplicated in the nation

Do we destroy that | egacy on assunptions?
Dans are not anchored on sand, ny friend. They are

anchored on rock
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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay.

MR. CLINT DI DI ER: Let us not
stand -- let not sand be our foundation, but |et us
stand as a rock against the flow

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you,
cint.

David Cl ose, followed by Mchel e Rounds,
foll owed by Brenda Alfred.

MR. DAVI D CLOSE: My nane is Dave
Close. | ama Umatilla Tribal menber. | amalso a
bi ol ogi st for ny tribe.

| am here to testify about the issues here,
two issues, the John Day drawdown and the breaching
and ot her options of the danms on the Snake.

Currently I'mworking on a recovery plan
for Pacific | anprey, and what we have found in the
analysis is that the dans pose a very big problemfor
adult mgrant | anprey.

The | adders were not built for these fish.
Last year NMFS's study shows that 60 percent of the
fish that tried to negotiate Bonneville Dam coul d not
make it through.

So if that's any indication of the
situation, it's not just salnmon, we have Pacific

| anprey on the verge of listing, we have sturgeon
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probl enms, we have a nyriad of problens with native
fish in these reservoirs.

My first point, the John Day, the Corps
study, | think NVFS, WII Stelle, you should have
credi bl e, independent fisheries scientists do the
study. You don't have the fox guarding the hen house.
The Corps should not be the ones who are studying this
with their consultant, hand picked consultant.

I think you are going to get tore up on
these results that you have on the John Day drawdown
once they get released, nore infornmation is rel eased.
| think that the John Day drawdown, the Corps is
saying that it wouldn't help fall Chinook

Well, that's a lie. |If you get this back
to nore of a normal river system you will see that
these fish can recolonize this area, just like on the
Hanford Reach, 30 miles of free flowing river would
greatly help, and it would help the Snake River fish,
too. It would also help other fish, sturgeon, Pacific
| anpr ey, steel head.

We need to breach the four dans on the
Snake. Breaching the dans woul d hel p spring Chinook
in sumrer and fall

Pacific |anprey's last year, there were

only 550 [ anpreys nmake it over lce Harbor. That is
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di sgusting. W need to breach those dans to hel p al
t hose fi sh.

And | think we can do this together, and
mtigate for sone of the problenms with the farning
comunity. But we need to take serious action to do
something for our fish, and also for the Federa
Caucus to recogni ze and honor their trust
responsibilities.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG. Thank you,

Davi d.

M chel e Rounds, followed by Brenda Al ford,
foll owed by JimKuntz.

MS. M CHELE ROUNDS: I amthe
executive director of the honebuilders association in
the Tri-Cities, but today | amhere to speak on behal f
of a very, very broad coalition of civic and busi ness
| eaders and ot her groups throughout the Col unbia
Basi n.

Fromthe Tri-Cities to Hernmiston to
Boardman to Moses Lake to Walla Walla to Cl arkston,
the whol e area, we had a |l arge group of people
involved in the effort that |'m about to tell you
about .

And first | would like to say we are very
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aware and respectable of the regulations that you have
here regardi ng signs. However, the signs we have here
are a part of the testinony here.

Earlier today our group of people had a
press conference where we presented the Tri-Cities and
Herm ston | eadership statenent, and with that we
presented 77 signatures fromlocal and el ected
of ficials and business | eaders fromthese comrunities.

And | would like to read part of that here
today and hopefully I will have time to read the
statenment before | run out of tine.

We believe it is possible to have both dans
and sal non. The science devel oped through the years
of research by members of the Federal Caucus supports
this concept.

The npbst recent studies suggest that
breachi ng danms woul d cost hundreds of nillions of
dol l ars and di srupt the econony of the region while
returning only mniml or specul ative benefits for
sal nron over the nonbreaching alternatives.

The sane studi es suggest that breaching
danms coul d have an overall negative effect on the
environnent. As in the release of silt, the need to
repl ace | ost power generation through the use of

fossil fuels, increased truck and rail transportation,
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and the | oss of habitat for other species.

The river drawdown and dam breachi ng issue
is now the single greatest inpedinent to the review
and i npl enentation of neaningful sal non recovery.

Renoving this issue fromfurther discussion
woul d renove one of the npbst contentious and divisive
i ssues regardi ng sal non recovery and allow the
Nort hwest to nove forward with meani ngful sal non
recovery measures.

The Federal Caucus should nove beyond this
destructive debate over dams and direct their efforts
toward i nprovi ng existing project bypass and fish
transportation facilities.

Restructuring the existing NWS fl ow
augnentati on program and i nprovi ng wat er managenent
within the region by inplenenting a water nanagenent
alternative which has been devel oped by the | oca
wat er right hol ders.

And | would like to present to you the
| eadership statenents here that have been signed by
the 77 people representing our |egislative del egation
City Councils, County Conm ssioners, TRIDEC, which is
our econom ¢ devel opnent council, Southwest Washi ngton
Hone Buil ders Association, the Farm Bureau, the |oca

clean air authority, and many, many nore civic and
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busi ness | eaders fromthe area.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, M chele.
Brenda Alford, followed by Ji mKuntz,
foll owed by Lauri Dayton.

MS. BRENDA ALFORD: My nane i s Brenda

Al ford. | am Vice-President of Alford Farms, Inc., a
famly farm | ama native of the Col unbia Basin.
God in the book of Genesis gave ne a free will and

domi ni on over all the animals in the earth.

My ancestors were around at that tine, but
| amstill here, so are my children, and next nonth |
too, will be a grandma.

| am speaking to the ridiculous idea of
actual ly renoving our dans, and | represent al
passi onate |i ke m nded peopl e.

For the enpl oyees up here who are enpl oyees
of the federal governnent, nobody voted for you. Bil
Clinton is your boss.

Federal agencies nust begin to listen to
| ocal citizens or face the consequences of civi
di sobedi ence.

We the people, the locals, and the private

property owners, will not allow the federal governnent
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and its agency drones to take away or even
situationally alter our way of life.

The Tenth Amendment of our Constitution
says, and | quote, the powers not delegated to the
United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by
it to the States, are reserved to the states
respectively over to the people. That's the end of
t he quote.

You and your boss are not this state. You
are not the people. You and the President have not
been del egated the power to breach or renove our dans.
You don't have the right. You don't have the power.
Regar dl ess of how rmuch of the taxpayers' noney Cinton
gives to you to breach or renove our dans.

This United States of Anmerica, this
Republic, cannot afford to effectively w pe out our
established way of life and our culture. You and your
boss are threatening our very lives. You have pushed
us as a law abiding and freedomloving citizens to the
poi nt of pushing back.

I f you ever thought these ridicul ous
actions concerning our dans woul d ever happen, you
were wong. |f you East Coast Yankees and others
think for one minute that the South put up a fight,

you ain't seen nothing yet. This is the West, we are
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Westerners. You are not going to take away our way of
life any nore than you are going to fly to the noon on
eagl es' wi ngs.

Consider this fight your own persona
Vietnam You cause i s unpopul ar, unfounded,
unsupported, and futile. You will not win. Because
you are threatening us, you can now consi der
yourselves officially threatened, too.

As the old west saying goes, whiskey is for
drinking and water is for fighting, you can drink to
t hat .

| and others are realizing nore and nore
just how inmportant our second amendnment rights are.

And by the way, George W Bush is the only
Presi dential candi date who has cone out agai nst
renoval of the damns.

I n conclusion, dam breaching or renoval is
not an option, and | suggest to you and your boss just
stop tal king about it.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks
Br enda.

JimKuntz, followed by Lauri Dayton,

foll owed by Nat Webb.

Remenber, you are cutting into their tine
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when you clap. | know it is hard to contro
yourselves. It's good stuff you are tal king about
here.

Ji m Kunt z, pl ease.

MR, JI'M KUNTZ: My nane is Ji mKuntz.
| am Executive Director of the Port of Walla \Wall a.
We serve 54,000 citizens in our port district.

| am also a Senior Vice-President of the
Paci fic Northwest WAterways Associ ation

I thank you for being here today and to
listening to these conments. Not all of it
particularly to your liking |'m sure

My comrents is as follows. Damrenoval is
not the silver bullet. It is extreme and it is risky.

The big issue, it may not help fish. But
it certainly will hurt the econony. Qur jobs and our
Nort hwest way of |ife are at stake.

Dam breaching will create significant
negative environnental inpacts with the | oss of
habitat for resident fish and wildlife, and increase
air pollution fromtrucks and fromfossil fue
bur ni ng.

The port has a unique view to share with
you today that you have not heard yet today from any

of the testinmony. And this is as follows: |If the
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dans are breached, it's our port district at the
confl uence of the Col unmbia and Snake Rivers that wl|
be i nundated by the sedinment.

According to the Arny Corps of Engineers
report, the east bank the Col unbia River between its
confl uence of the Snake River and Walla Walla Rivers
will be inpacted with sedi nent deposits if the dans
are breached.

The fact sheet that the Corps put together
speaks of a hundred to 150 mllion cubic yards of
sedi nent currently deposited behind the four Snake
Ri ver danms. The Corps predicts half of that total, 50
to 75 mllion cubic yards, will be carried down river
shortly after dam breaching. Mich of it deposited in
the Lake Wallula. A lot of it deposited at the Port
of Walla Walla.

It's likely it will put the Port of Walla
Wal | a out of business with this sedinent deposit.

It may jeopardize the econonmic viability of
the Boi se Cascade pulp and paper mll. They nust have
clean water to run the plant. |In addition to all the
jobs that they create, for Walla Walla County, Boise
Cascade pays 8 percent of all the property taxes in
Wal la Wall a County.

We al so have a paper recycling plant that's
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environnentally friendly that would be jeopardized.

Thi s sedi nent danage also | think violates
the National Marine Fisheries prohibition of a taking.

It just doesn't make sense for us to
basically take out the dans and destroy habitat for
our fish. It just doesn't nmke sense.

The port district, for instance, is
prohi bited fromtaking any action that woul d
negatively inpact or threaten an endangered species.
Why doesn't that sanme provision apply to breachi ng of
the dans if it is going to destroy habitat for our
fish?

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much.

Lauri Dayton, followed by Nat Webb
foll owed by Mert Stanply.

MR. LAURI DAYTON: My nane is Laur

Dayton, and I am a resident of Grant County. | am an
orchardist. | ama farnmer. | fish. | amalso an
engi neer.

| oppose dam breaching, the FR EI' S
Alternative 4. | favor a conbination of barging and
system i nprovenents. The Alternative 2 and 3 is the

nost efficient and supportable option for sustaining
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and recovering the fish in the Lower Snake River. For
the foll owi ng reasons.

First, the salnon mgration problemw I
continue to escape solution because we are addressing
only the dans. This is but a small part of the
cal cul us.

Harvest, habitat, oceanographic situations
make up the bal ance.

I ndeed the assunptions heretofore
masquer aded as sci ence have been recently inpacted by
the pit tag studies which produced data, and the pit
tags are beginning to expose the assunption as w shfu
t hi nki ng.

Second point. The FR EIS subsections of
t he appendi ces are worse than others currently so
fraught with deficiency that it disqualifies itself as
a platformfor public policy making. Statistica
significance is inconsistently treated.

Information fromthe ancestral documents is
i gnored or obviously omitted fromthe draft, the one
that you have now, appendix | and A, when it did not
support the thesis.

And the thesis of the body of the EISis
that danms kill fish directly, and those that survive

are killed by delayed nortality, and those that stil
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survive die of other nortality in the ocean, due from
some unknown nechani sms. Most obviously, due to dans.

Yet the ocean is inplicated as a ngjor
factor, again in quotations, because it is feared
sal mon stocks do not pass any dams, conpany from any
rivers that you have heard before, and also in
gquotations, it is unlikely that any single factor is
responsi bl e for sal non decli nes.

Three m nutes is not very long tine to take
up many issues in depth. But |I want to just touch on
a coupl e.

The del ayed nortality value. Devel oped
fromthe recent pit study -- pit tag studies are
significantly higher than the nodels show, barging is
much nore effective.

Why doesn't the study wait for the
devel opnents here since the outconme and
recommendati ons are highly dependent upon the val ues?

Lastly, buried in the appendices is the
i nformati on on sedimentation, and it indicates that it
may wel |l exceed | ethal exposure for adults in the
McNary pool. This is ignored in appendix A

No, ny problemhere is the sedinent would
ri sk damage to the healthy Colunbia fish runs that

out-mgrate during the sanme years.
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Wul d you pl ease explain why that is
i gnored, why this environmental issue is ignored in
the report? Sone estimates of the legality in your

own report followed at 25 percent.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Lauri ?

MR. LAURI DAYTON: ' m done. Thank
you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Okay. Thanks
very rmuch.

Nat Webb, followed by Mert Stanply,
foll owed by Eric Cochran.
MR. NAT WEBB: My nane is Nat Webb

| ama farnmer in Walla Walla County, and | amalso a

t axpayer.

My great grandfather honesteaded near
Prescott in the late 1880s. | applaud his sacrifice,
but if we still farmthe way he farmed we woul d be out

of business, and there would be a I ot of hungry people
in the world.

The advocates for renoving the dans say
that we can haul our wheat to market using rail and
trucks. The marketing cooperative that serves ny area
has three port facilities.

The one that | use is Shefler, which is on

t he Snake River.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

My transportati on costs would double if |
didn't have the barge alternative available to ne.

Those that use the highways will find about
700, 000 nmore senis on the roads if the dans are
renoved

Contrary to what renpval advocates are
sayi ng, the econony of this region is closely tied to
the dans along the river. Recreation already plays a

large role in the river, because of the dams, and to

think that recreation will pass -- will increase from
the damrenoval is little nore than ill-conceived pipe
dream

Qur Native Anerican nei ghbors are strong
advocates of habitat restoration and damrenoval to
save the sal non. However, those sane individuals
support an unaccountabl e harvest and that includes
hauling their daily catch to the Tri-Cities in pickups
and selling it for $2.00 a pound.

This activity brings new nmeaning to the
ternms religion and heritage, and for that matter,
savi ng sal non.

It is interesting to watch the fishernen
and so-called environmentalists point to dam renoval
as the main reason for the decline of fish nunbers.

I have read several articles by credible
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scientists who equate the real problemto a change in
the ocean tenperatures which causes a shift in the
ocean food source.

They say that accounts for the decline in
runs on west side rivers that have no danms and it al so
accounts for the increased runs from Al aska.

It is odd that we have those that want to
turn the clock back a hundred years when we have a
world that is moving forward at break neck speed.

Si npl e sol utions concei ved outsi de of
reality won't provide a viable solution. About the
only thing certain in this world is change.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch.

Mert Stanply, followed by Eric Cochran,
foll owed by Larry Hagen.

MR. MERT STAMPLY: Well, it's been a
long day and I'Il try to go through a few things
feel are inportant.

I hope all these comments, and there have
been so many good coments here today, and | hope they
get passed back to Washington, D.C., and are dealt
with in an honest and satisfactory manner.

To start out with, by increasing stream
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flows, there's been no proof that it's hel ped the
sal non recovery.

And | have anot her comment on governnment
taking. You know, | put the best years of my life
into farm ng and ranching in Ellensburg, | amthird
generation, my sons are fourth, and if you are going
to take fromus, we need either better, you know, sone
conpensation so it can be live and let live. And
think that's very inportant.

When you irrigate, you build up a soil bank
of water that's inportant for the area, the soil bank
of water is inportant for everybody that |ives there,
all the homes, the communities, and when the water
returns to the streanms, it inproves the quality in the
streans and rivers.

And many, many people here have nentioned
the value of agriculture, and all the many rel ated
support businesses that are tied to agriculture.

Let's see.

I think the solution is, you know,
nodi fication, or noderation, conpromise. W need, in
some cases, maybe all the foreign ships can be out
there, if there's a big run of fish. That | don't
know. | think they need to be toned down sone.

Maybe some of the gillnets need to be
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| eased and set aside and naybe not, depending on the
situation.

We need to |l ook at the ocean tenperature.
That's been mentioned. And the predators.

And kind of to sumit all up, | neet a |ot
of people all over, people that aren't farnmers, are
not fishermen, are not this or that, and, you know,
they want to live and let live, and they are tired of
fish being nore inportant than people.

I think in summary we need to al
constructively work together, and there is a solution,
we can have a better life, but we need to all work
together for a constructive bal ance.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,

Eri ¢ Cochran, followed by Larry Hagen or

Haugen, followed by Ladd Mtchell
MR. ERI C COCHRAN: | ama farmer from
Walla Walla, and fourth generation farnmer there.

The thing that's bothered nme about this
debate fromthe very beginning is a |lot of these fish
have been |listed as endangered, yet we still sanction
the killing of them They are the only endangered

species that | amaware of that is legal to kill. In
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fact if 1 kill a -- another endangered species, even
by accident, | can go to jail, or be heavily fined.

So | don't understand how you can be
endangered, yet enough of themto harvest. That
confuses ne. | would like to have that defined sone
day for ne.

And so | would say, these Hs, |'m agai nst
breachi ng the dans, and in the area of harvest, |
think it should be stopped i medi ately, unequivocally,
100 percent, nobody can kill these sal non until they
conme back

And if you will do that and they don't cone
back in ten years, | will go out and help you tear the
dams down.

But until then, until then, until we give
the fish a chance, anybody that knows anythi ng about
ani mal husbandry understands that if you kill the
brood stock, you are not going to have any production

We kill the fish before they spawn and then
we go, gee, we don't have any fish.

| also happen to be a sport fisherman, and
when the Bold decision cane in and the nets went into
the river, our steel head runs went to heck. | watched
it. | experienced it. So, -- and sonebody w |l say,

okay, we get the fish, we have fish farnms that right
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now are already in existence producing nore fish than
all the runs in the Northwest right here off our
coast. And they are so successful that they have
driven the market price of salnon down to the point
where conmercial fishernmen are conpl aining they can't
make any noney.

So we're spending hundreds of millions up
here to produce nore fish for the conmercial fishery,
and yet they conplain that the farns are putting them
out of business.

The only thing | would like to point out,
about a hundred years ago we banned market hunting in
this country because the resource couldn't protect it.
I think it is tine we protect all our sea |life, not
just salnon, but all our sea life that is being
over - harvest ed.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Eric.

Larry Hagen, Haugen. Larry, are you there?

Okay. Ladd Mtchell. Followed by John
Grant, followed by Cecilia Bearchum followed by Roger
Hays.

MR. LADD M TCHELL: Good afternoon

It is great to be here and have an opportunity to
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visit with everybody.

| ama retired ag educator, a proud
grandpa, a taxpayer, and a sal non taxpayer. 20
percent of my power bill, or about $300 a year, go to
sal mon recovery. Also a part of the salnon -- or the
save our dams team

Okay. Enough said. Okay. | put together
a paper that some of you have, and we will talk about
that just a bit later

First as we tackle this problem we have
got to kind of set the Endangered Species Act aside
and focus on the real property. Radical actions do
not solve the problem

We nust approach it froma holistic or big
pi cture.

My paper, which is in peach color, | like
peaches and cream and of course | like sal non, too.
It is nice on the dinner table. Anyway, and that
point, if you didn't get a copy of this, it's entitled
The Sal non and Steel head Chall enge From the Save Qur
Dans Table. There is a signup list there for you.

| amonly going to hit a few bits and
pi eces out of this, and | amgoing to try to talk
about things that aren't generally tal ked about

extensively in this discussion. That | think are
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extremely inportant, and | hopefully will be able to
tell you that.

It's much bigger than the -- the problemis
much bi gger than salnmon or all our Hs. The holistic
goal, of course, we need to | ook at the whol e
el ephant, as the gentleman said earlier

I'"'mgoing to junp on down here. Let's
avoi d radical actions, dam breaching. [|If we | ook at
the power part of dam breachi ng, the hydropower, the
wasting of sustainable, environnental friendly,
annual |y renewabl e natural resources.

Hydropower. And | underlined those words
because | think they are extrenely inportant. The
four Lower Snake River dams produce enough electricity
to -- electrical energy to provide the average power

needs for 250,000 hones, famlies of four homes. And

that's with eight point -- or | mnmean, 848 negawatts of
power .

Junping on here. [If the Bonneville Power
goes out, people in 43 states will be affected with a

brownout, not just the Northwest.

The figures | have put together here
include a primary figure and then I'musing a
nmultiplier of five to try to get to the ripple effect,

the effect on our econony, which is part of the areas
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that are really not tal ked about, trying to put those
into dollars.

We tal ked about the hydropower |oss and the
sal e of power fromthose four Snake River dans.

The primary cost at the national average
price is about 445 million. |If you |look at the

secondary, or ripple effects, that junps up to about

2 -- excuse nme, I'msorry, 2.6 billion. GCkay?
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Ladd?
MR, LADD M TCHELL: Yes.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG | am afraid

the time ran out.

MR. LADD M TCHELL: Oh, geez.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG If you want to
turn that in, we will put that in.

MR. LADD M TCHELL: | have turned it
in.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks very
much.

John Grant, followed by Cecilia Bearchum
foll owed by Roger Hays.
MR, JOHN GRANT: I am John Grant. |
farmfromWlla Walla County.
I would like to thank everyone for the

opportunity for me to be here and to speak. | also



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

woul d like to thank our political |eaders,
particularly Senator Gorton and Representative
Hastings for their input at this neeting.

My ancestors, my great grandfather, settled
in the Walla Walla County out in the Prescott area in
1858. M brothers still farmthat farm and I'm
farmng with my son, a farmthat was established by ny
wife's great grandfather in 1885. So our history runs
pretty strong in Walla Walla County.

There isn't too nuch | think I can add that
has been said to the farm ng industry, but | would ask
that as an absolute | ast resort, that we consider
breachi ng those dans. It really means our livelihood,
and we have been in business for an awful long tine
out there, and | certainly don't want to see that
di sappear.

The one thing, an earlier speaker referred
to a divide and conquer attitude, and | would tend to
agree with her on that, that the radica
environnental ists, it seens to nme, have tried that,
but I would suggest to the Native Anericans that after
they get us out of business, they will be after them
next .

| would forewarn themthat that's a

di stinct possibility.
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The other thing I would like to tal k about
alittle bit is that in the dam study they state that
one of the econom c benefits of breaching the dans
woul d be 82 million dollars per year, and as a kid
growing out in the area of the Snake River, | can say
that, that there's an awful |lot nore recreationa
activity right now than there was 30 years ago, bhefore
the dans, or 40 years ago. There was absolutely no
one out there.

And | have a friend that wote a letter to
the editor of the Walla Walla Union-Bulletin not too
| ong ago, and he was from Dayton, | was from Prescott,
we used to play each other in basketball, but what he
said in his letter was, he thought there m ght be
about $5, 000 per year additional inconme and it would
come from Snake bite kits, bologna sandwi ches. But
basically how many Big Gul ps are they going to sell to

raise that two mllion? That's a mllion and a half

away.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
John.
Cecilia Bearchum Roger Hays and George
Boi ce.

MS. CECI LI A BEARCHUM (Speaking in
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native | anguage). M nane is Cecilia Bearchum M
real nane is Cut Nye. | amfrom N ck Ayow Way. You
fol ks know it as Confederated Tri bes.

| amthe ninth generation of people that
lived on the river. | have watched the change in the
river. | am 76 years old.

| am not going to tal k about the dans. |
am not going to talk about the fish.

| amgoing to tal k about nature. \hen we
were put on this earth everything was made for a
purpose. And we are all chained together. Wen we
renove one of them we break the cycle. W, | say we,
I am not saying they, we are very greedy, we are very
vai n, and very thoughtless. Because our God given
gifts to us to live with, we have really did wong by
it.

Sure, you have a good |iving, you nove
here, you blane us for this, you blanme us for that.
But, you know, nature, you cannot, to quote you fol ks,
you cannot fool nature.

If we don't change our way of living, the
old saying is, we are going to be thrown off of this
earth.

There is a lot of things that have been

said by elders that has conme true. And | thank you



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

for letting nme speak a few words
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Cecili a.

Roger Hays, followed by George Boice,
fol |l owed by Pearson Berk maybe, Union el evator

Roger ?

MR. ROGER HAYS: | belong to the
United Power Trades Organi zation, which is the union
that represents the workers of the dans. And | had a
point letter I was going to read, but | would kind of
like to address sone of the things | have heard today.

One of the things that | didn't hear
tal ked, though, was history, and the Col unbia River
fishery was in trouble long before the Snake River
dams were built.

As a matter of fact, the harvest got to the
point in the early 1900s, it was al nost fished out.
The fish wheels that they used took tons and tons of,
t housands of tons actually out of the river.

In 1938 the harvest was half of what it was
in 1884.

So that had nothing to do with any dans.
And actually when the first fish counts were taken in
1938, at Bonneville, there was only 500,000 fish, and

only seven tinmes in all the years since then has it
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ever dropped bel ow that.

A couple other things. | have received
this earlier today. But this nmorning as of 0700, the
four Snake River danms were producing 700,000 negawatts
per hour. That's enough for Seattle and all |daho.

So that's a pretty good hunk of change there.

Anot her thing that was di scussed earlier
was flow augnentation. And | really hadn't thought
much about it until today, but we |ose 280 negawatts
every day, every mnute, every hour from March 15th to
Decenber 15th at McNary Dam al one.

| don't know what the other dams are
losing. So | don't know what it is in power cost, but
it's pretty healthy. Let's see.

Anot her one | thought was real good, was in
1938 the fishernen were up in arns against the
Japanese fleet for coming in and taking the fish off
the West Coast.

So, again, it's been overfishing for years
and years and years. It didn't happen just in the
| ast 60 or 20 years or 40 years.

Let's see. | amranbling a little bit
here.

Ch. There was a comment earlier about the

Paci fic | anprey, the nunbers not com ng back up. And
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the sturgeon being in trouble. Sturgeon weren't in
trouble until they started being netted. And that's
when the nunbers started dwi ndling, that's when the
regul ations started getting tighter, tighter, tighter
So, again, it goes back to overfishing.

Anot her thing that was brought up earlier
was the cost of barging. And this was froma letter
that was put out by Lieutenant General Ballard. The
nunbers of miles, one ton of commerce can be carried
per gallon of fuel is 514 mles of inland barges, 202
mles of railroad and only 59 mles for trucks.

Anot her conment that this gentleman just
now addressed was the 82 million dollars in
recreation. That's going to be coming. I'ma white
water rafter. Maupin and Hal fway are not grow ng.
Intel is not nmoving in.

As far as that gentleman up there in the
green shirt, you made a conmment, we lose a lot of fish
com ng up through the hydro system

W lose a lot of fish coming up through the
nets, and it |ooks like the Banfield freeway in front
of the Deschutes.

So we are losing a lot of fish there, too.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay, Roger.

MR. ROGER HAYS: My main thing, is
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it's the fishing is too good.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Roger .

George Boice, followed by I think it's
Pearson Berk, followed by | believe it's Nancy
DeLor enzo.

Roger, if you have anything that you want
to turnin to us, we would be happy to put it into the
record. Thanks.

Ceor ge.

MR, GEORGE BO CE: Thank you. |
represent SSNG, stands for stop stupidity in
gover nment .

In 1843 the first predecessors of the white
fol ks that cone to what would be the Oregon country
established a predator control system by bounty, and
the bounty system of predator control worked very
well. It started out with bounties on bears, wolves,
and predators on farmanimals. It was extended to
seal s, sea lions and sal non predators.

This continued until 1972 with the Manmm
Protection Act. After which time the salnon runs have
been com ng down. They cane down in the Snake River,
the Col unbia River.

It has nothing to do with the dams. The
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decline of the salnon, they are declining in the
Frazier River in Canada. So you can't blane it on the
dans.

And | want to see a noratorium on dam
breaching until you can stop the decline of the sal non
runs in rivers that have no dans.

Thank you very much.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you.

Pearson Anber, Nancy DelLorenzo, | hope
that's who you are, and Dean Boyer.

MR, PEARSON BERK: You are getting
closer. [It's Pearson Berk from Union El evator in
Li nd, Washi ngt on.

| have lived in Ritzville for 20 years now,
and | just want to comment a little bit about the Path
report as an indication of this process in general

You know, we have all heard the concl usions
in the Path report saying that the only way that the
sal non are going to recover is to breach the dans.
That's the conclusion of the mpjority of the
scientists in the report.

However, if you look at the actual data,
it's not very conplicated. There's only four sets of
data in that Path report. The first is the percentage

of salnmon that survive traveling in transit down the
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river. 1t's been nentioned before. It's between 50
and 60 percent.

The second set of data is the ratio of
survi val of salnmon, juvenile sal non that are barged,
versus there is the ones that travel in-river, they
cone back as adults, it is two to one. Meaning tw ce
as many of the barge sal non survive and conme back as
adults as the ones that travel in-river.

The third set is the percentage of sal non
that come back as adults that is less than 1 percent.
It is actually less than one-half of 1 percent.

And the fourth set of data is the fish
counts of the adult salnobn as they go up

As it has been nentioned before, it doesn't
take a rocket scientist to figure out, we know how
many fish are nmaking it out into the ocean, we know
how many fish are com ng back

There's where the problemis. W don't
have any research going on to find out what's going on
out in the ocean.

And until we come to that conclusion, unti
we find out what's going on in the ocean, how can we
responsi bly meke the decision to breach the danms? In
the report how do they get, use these four sets of

data to conme to the conclusion that dam breaching is
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the only way to bring them back?

It's with the theory of delayed nortality.
| enphasize the theory. There is no proof, there is
no scientific evidence, they haven't done the research
to back it up. [It's a theory.

How did the mapjority of scientists cone to
this theory? Through the use of the FLUSH conmuter
nodel . This FLUSH conputer nodel is used to estimte
what the inpact is 50 years from now and 100 years
from now.

It's very interesting to note, this
conputer nodel that they're using to figure out what's
goi ng to happen in 100 years, it can't tell you
accurately what happened | ast year

I'"'mnot nmaking this up. And they have the
audacity to print this in the conclusions and say,
this is the justification for breaching the dans.

This isn't responsible | eadership. This
isn"t why we have a governnent that's supposed to
protect our rights and work in the best interest of
all the people.

This is a travesty. That's all |'ve got to
say. Save the danms and save the sal non.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
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very much, Pearson.

Nancy DelLorenzo. Good. Followed by Dean

Boyer, followed by David G essner

MS. NANCY DeLORENZO It's actually
Nancy DelLorenzo, and I am from Ri chland, and I am al so
speaki ng about not breaching the dans.

| recently travelled to Egypt, and over
there | becane aware of how nuch the Nile is the
l'ifeblood of the country. |If you look at it, it has
stopped all the cycle of drought and floods that they
had all the years, the Nashwall dam| amreferring to,
and, you know, all along when you | ook down fromthe
pl ane you see green on either side, and then just as
far as the eye can see, desert beyond that.

And | think that if you breach our dams we
are going to see that again.

And | would hate also to see the fact that
our great natural resource, the water, which we use
for power and irrigation, would just be dunping itself
into the Pacific Ocean and not being utilized at all

That's a real great waste to ne.

| also have a problemw th one of the
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenents, when they tal ked
about inpact studies and mitigation costs, and they

said, they nmade the fal se assunption, or | think the
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i ncorrect assunption, that there were only seven farns
that are affected. And I don't think this is all that
woul d be affected.

If you | ooked at everyone who depends upon
power for irrigation, agriculture, and then you | ook
at the ripple effect of two and a half tinmes that, you
see it is a lot nore.

Also if you just think in terns of when
they are tal king about transportati on as opposed to
barge, if you put fragil produce or any kind of
produce in trucks, carry it over roads, it is going to
badly damage it before the tinme it reaches its market,
plus the extra cost, it will make it nore expensive,
plus it will arrive in worse condition, that doesn't
make very good sense.

Never mind the lifestyle | think that would
be affected for everyone.

As far as al so power sources, you know, if
you are | ooking at gas or coal fired, they pollute. |1
won't even nmention nucl ear power.

Wher eas we have the hydroel ectric power and
| ook at all of the benefits we have. |It's already
there in place. It's cheap. |It's safe. It's clean
And provides irrigation, transportation, and

recreation. | think it's a win-win situation.
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The dans have been there for over 30 years.
And | gather the salnon crisis has not occurred unti
recently.

"' mwondering why, after 30 years the dans
is all of a sudden a problem Is it the terns?
keep hearing people talk about the terns, or problens
in the oceans, or sone gentleman tal ks about the
poi son that |Idaho put into some of their |akes and
streans. | don't know what.

But | know that that one fell ow was taking
about hatching wild salnon and putting theminto
streans and they are surviving. | also heard severa
years ago about the two big male sea lions that sat at
the mouth of the Colunbia River and they ate hundreds
and hundreds of pounds, just of two of them
t hemsel ves, never nmind the rest of them Yet no one
can kill them

We kill elk to thin the herds out. Yet we
woul dn't kill them And we think of all of the sal non
they eat. |f you took those sal non, added those

upstream t hrough a government programthat cost

mllions, everyone | auded you.

But they wouldn't kill those two. Are they
nore val uabl e or nore endangered than salnon? | don't
t hi nk so.
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I have two questions for you to ponder. |
don't expect an answer.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG If you could
wrap up.

MS. NANCY DeLORENZO Yes. \hen
whal es were endangered, they suspended | ndian hunting
rights of the whal es.

Well, if salnmon are such a crisis that you
are tal king about tearing down the dams, why don't you
maybe suspend their fishing rights on them

Anot her thing. |If Idaho had poi soned the
sal non, why is Washi ngton bei ng asked to bear the
brunt, economically, and lifestyle-w se, of the
probl enf?

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Ckay.

MS. NANCY DeLORENZO | really think
it is ridiculous.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks very
much, Nancy.

Dean Boyer, followed by David d essner
foll owed by Dan Coul son.

MR. DEAN BOYER: | am Dean Boyer. |
am here today representing the Washi ngton Farm Bureau
and its 20,000 nenbers.

Let me start by enphasizing that our
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menbers support efforts to strengthen sal non runs.
Many of our nenbers are already engaged in

on-t he-ground conservation efforts. Efforts | m ght
add that they often go unrecogni zed and unrewar ded.

But we al so believe that dans are essentia
to the econony of Eastern Washi ngton. Dans provide
cl ean, affordabl e power generation, clean, affordable
transportation that goes to and from nmarket,
irrepl aceable water for the recreation and irrigation
and flood control. And we believe that it is possible
to have both danms and sal non.

The Washi ngton Farm Bureau urges the
Federal Caucus to reject alternatives in the All-H
paper that call for breaching dans or draw ng down
reservoirs and to pursue options that will strengthen
sal non runs wit hout destroying dans.

As M chel e Reynol ds nentioned earlier, the
sci ence devel oped by the nenbers of the Federal Caucus
and ot hers support the concept that we can have both
fish and damns.

The Federal Caucus has to its credit
acknow edged that there is no silver bullet when it
comes to sal non recovery. The caucus al so
acknow edges that there are nore issues, including

overfishing, predation by marine mamual s and fi sh
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eating birds and ocean conditions.

And while there has been some criticism of
the Federal Caucus for not noving fast enough to nake
a deci sion, the Washi ngton Farm Bureau bel i eves that
you have acted wisely in waiting for the conpletion of
critical scientific and econom c studies. Studies
t hat now suggest there are nore prudent ways to
proceed than breachi ng dans.

We have, however, been di sappointed with
some memnbers of the Federal Caucus.

The National Marine Fisheries Service, for
exanpl e, has blatantly denied water to irrigators in
the Metow Vall ey before issuing a biological opinion
that is required by the Endangered Species Act.

The sane agency has said publicly that it
only cares about fish, not about people. And that
same agency has indicated that public hearings are a
waste of time. They called it at a hearing in Lacey
recently and then called out the police to turn people
around so they could not get to the hearing site.

Finally I would like to introduce sone new
term nol ogy into the discussion. That termis the
agriculturally significant unit. W hear a |ot about
the evolutionally significant unit, a termthat |

m ght add appears nowhere in the Endangered Species
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Act .

But what about the agriculturally
significant unit, the farner.

On average, every farmer in the United
St at es produces enough food to feed 129 people. Less
than 2 percent of the population in this country feeds
the other 98 percent. And each of those farmers and
farmfamlies is significant.

Wthin 100 mles of this hearing roomis
sone of the nobst productive farmand in the world, but
many of those farners depend on water fromthe
reservoirs and other benefits nmade possible by the
system of dans, and other people, nost of them from
out side the region, want to destroy that.

The Washi ngton Farm Bureau urges the
Federal Caucus to bal ance the needs of the
agriculturally significant unit with the needs of the
evolutionally significant unit, to |look at the
scientific evidence that says we can have both fish
and dans, and to take breaching off the table.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Dean.

David G essner, followed by Don Coul son
foll owed by Steve Price, and then | will read the |ist

fromthere on.
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MR, DAVI D GLESSNER: Thank you for
com ng. Thank you for caring. Thank you for
commitnment. Thank you for continuing.

My nane is David Gessner. | work at an
i ndustrial manufacturing facility. | amelected Water
Conmi ssioner in the city of Wallula.

Breachi ng the Snake River dans is as
beneficial as trying to bring back the horse and
carriage for public transportation

Danms are part of our culture. W all enjoy
the benefits of electricity provided by the pollution
free turbines. Irrigation water has turned a desert
into an oasis for boaters, fishermen, sw mrers,
canpers, hikers, water skiers. All enjoy the
recreation provided by the design of the dans.

In 1996 the flow control provided by the
dans reduced the destructive consequences of the
tremendous runoff water. The dans are critical to
the life we all enjoy. Hones, work, recreation
tourismall depend on the dans.

The fish don't care about the dams. In
1899 an article was witten stressing concern that the
sal mon were di sappearing. There were no dans at that
dat e.

The fish count is higher now than it's been
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for decades. Breaching the dans is as beneficial as
elimnating the flush toilet. |Is a trip back in tine
to the horse and buggy beneficial? Wuld trips to the
out house i nmprove our culture?

Special interest groups with |arge bank
accounts are trying to roll back the clock. Don't
destroy the danms. Don't wash away fertile, productive
farm ground and | eave behind a barren dust bow .

Don't jam our crowded hi ghways wi th hundreds of nore
big trucks. Don't short circuit our electrica
supply. Don't nuddy our fish and water with years of
silt. Don't breach the dans.

Now | have three questions that | would
like you to think about. 1t cones fromthe
t echni graphs aspect.

I would Iike you to explain the firm energy
effect, trickle down effect that elinmnating 5 percent
of the grid generation will initiate.

Vol tage stability. Wuld you pl ease
comment on that. How taking out 5 percent of the
generating power will affect the voltage stability on
the entire grid.

And pl ease comrent on the federal energy
regul ati ng Conmi ssion, and their trying to deregul ate

power .
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Are we going to end up with the sane things
as we did when they deregul ated AT&T?
Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,

Davi d.
Dan Coul son and Steve Price, and then
will read the list.
MR. DAN COULSON: My nane is Dan
Coul son. | am from Mattawa, Washington. | ama
co-owner of a manufacturing conpany there. | ama
taxpayer. | ama true environmentalist. And one heck

of a nice guy.

First I have a couple of questions of ny
own. This is not the first neeting |I have been to,
but it's the first one |I have been able to speak at,
because so many people conme to these neetings who are
bussed in from places that are nowhere near here.

Most of them are on public assistance and have nothing
better to do. They cone here and they clog up the
lines so the people who live around here can't talk,
you can't hear our testinony. I1t's happening right
now.

I think people should testify one tine,
state who they are, where they are from say their

piece and there's it. To hear the sane ones over and
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over again, to exclude the people who live here, is no
way to get a true feeling of the pulse of this region.

Like I say, | aman environnentalist, and
the thought of replacing totally clean, efficient
power with gas turbines or coal fired turbines to nme
i s insane.

Fish nortality through danms as we know
through the studies are extrenely low. They are a | ot
| ower than nost people think

Hydroel ectric turbines do not kill hardly
any fish. Blade strike and the blender effect is
al nost non-existent. In fact there is no effect. The
hydroel ectric turbines does not stretch water, it does
not stretch, it does not conpress. The turbines run
the exact sane speed as the water

Urge your Senators, these neetings are one
thing, but call your Senators, call your Congressman,
make sure they understand that you are concerned, not
just sheep being led to slaughter, that you will take
an active role in saving the dans.

That's all | have to say.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks

Steve Price, are you there? Ckay.

Steve, while you are wal king up, let ne

just read the next five that are going to conme up
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after you. Robert Mann, Jim Gonross, Jim Tooney,
Bruce Stenp, Kim Mason, and Don Newby. Actually those
are the next six.

St eve.

MR. STEVE PRI CE: Thank you. It's
been a | ong day.

You know, |life is certainly changed. What
was wrong years ago now seens to be right. Wat used
to be right nowis wong. |It's a little discouraging.

As | read the Capitol Press each Saturday,
and | see how agriculture is being attacked by
government agencies, it's discouraging, and you wonder
if you really want to go on.

As | listened to the Indian people here
today, and | have a trenendous |ove for the Indian
people, and | know they have injected their religion
into this thing, the salnmon are not ny brother, but
you are ny brother.

And as we tal k about the | and and the earth,
I would Iike to say to the Indian people, there is
probably not a greater group of people than the
farmers in here who have a respect for the land and a
respect for nature and a respect for Cod.

More so than the Departnent of Ecol ogy,

nore so than the Marine Fisheries people.
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| am afraid maybe that you have aligned
yourself with a group of people that if they were to
be effective, would be out of a job.

I conmend you on what you have done on the
Umtilla River. | happen to know that there's a
little creek upflow ng al ongside the highway there
going froml think it's 26 up towards Vantage, it's
drain water fromthose evil, vial farmers out there.

But the sal non have di scovered that they
can spawn in that river.

You know, | think the salnmon are trying to
tell us sonething. If we have to pull the dans out
and try to go back the way that it was, we can't do
that. If you think we can do that, |ook behind the
Teton Dam and see what that |ooks |iKke.

But, | adies and gentlenen, | think with the
expertise we have, that we could build bel ow each of
these dams, we could build channels, and even if it
took a whole dam river clear to the ocean, we could
do that.

But | don't think we operate under that
prem se.

The farmers are on the side of the Indian.
And we are the ones you need to be working with. W

want the sal nron back. W don't want to just spend
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money in an effort that will fail.

Thank you. Leave the dans in.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
St eve.
Robert Mann, Jim Gronross, and Ji m Tooney.
And then we will follow those with Bruce Stenp, Kim

Mason, Don Newby, Arnold Hudl oom Kim Mason, Vic
Irish, Ann Moore, Robert Petersen, Harry Yamanot o,
James Mbore, Kevin Bouchey, Marcus LuRett, Greg
Morgan, Ed Long, and Ron, | think it is Reimnn.
I think that will take us to about six
o' clock, and we will check in there.
So with that, Robert.
MR. ROBERT MANN: Yes. M name is
Robert Mann. | am a concerned citizen.
And all the concerns that | have had have
al ready been brought up and dealt with.
I would just like to state that I am
agai nst breachi ng the dans.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
nmuch.
Jim Gonross. Are you still here?
Jim Tooney, are you still here? Ckay.

Bruce Stenp. W are nmking good progress.
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Bruce?

MR. BRUCE STEMP: My nane is Bruce
Stenp, and | am here to address a rapidly dw ndling
cromd it |ooks I|ike.

| represent the Lanpson compani es here
headquartered in the Tri-Cities, and we are here to
strongly oppose the renoval of the | ower Snake River
dans.

These dans are the economic |ife blood of
our region, providing us with clean hydroelectric
power, |ow inpact barge transportation, abundant
irrigation for agricultural production, and many types
of recreational opportunities. They are in fact such
an integral part of our lives here that the renoval of
t hem seens too absurd, so comical, so liberal, that it
is hard to believe that this very issue is actually at
st ake here today.

VWhat will we gain with damrenoval ? Do we
get nore sal non? Doubt f ul

The science offered on this subject is so
skewed that no one truly knows.

Do a small percentage of regional Native
Americans returned to a way of |life which has been
lost to then? They may, but | for one doubt it

As much as they try to hold onto a fast
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di sappeari ng past remanence that seenms out of dances
with wolves, they now are nodern Americans. They
depend upon cheap electricity to power their Casino,
for their canned and store bought goods grown by area
farmers for their subsistence

| don't see any neasurable gain there.

VWhat do we lose? | think it's better said

what don't we |l ose. No single person, either for or

agai nst damrenoval, will go unscathed. Farnms wll
turn to dust, businesses will fail or |eave, and
famlies will be destroyed. The cost will be not only

in human suffering but also in real dollars.

At a time when federal and |ocal budgets
are becoming increasingly tight, it seens incredul ous
that so nmuch noney be spent not on prograns to inprove
our lives and our children's lives, but on an
unscientific pie in the sky effort to possibly save a
fish, a fish that could likely and legally end up on
your dinner table many tines this year

Years after, as we | ook back on the
devastation that would be caused by our renmpval of
these danms, | trust not one of those responsible wll
have the courage to stand up and say that they have
made the right decision

| stand here today not to ask but to denmand
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that you make the right decision. A decision

predi cated sinply on the prem se that any decision
affecting the people nmust be nmade in a manner that
benefits the majority. VWhile we sonetinmes may not be
as vocal as our opposition, we are many. Wat we seek
is to preserve our way of life, these pseudo sal non
savers seek to preserve a synbol.

When we seek a suggestion, sal non, they
seek no common ground. And when all is said and done,
we will be left to seek solutions to the econom c and
soci al upheaval caused by dam breaching.

These dans nust not be breached. Qur way
of life rmust not be thrown upon a dry riverbank to rot
in the sun. Today you have the power to meke the
ri ght decision. Tonorrow that power will be | ost
forever.

To those vested with this authority, the
stakes are high and you nust not fail the people of
this region. One-sided decisions will not be
accept abl e.

The right decision, in fact the only
decision, is a commpbn sense approach that both saves
danms and preserves sal non.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Great. Thanks
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a lot. KimMson, followed by Don Newby, followed by,

| can't tell if that is Arnold or not, and also | have

been asked by our court

reporter if you could please

remenber to say your nanme so if | slaughter it, you

can say it right. Thank you.

Ki m Mason, are you here? Don Newby?

MR. DON NEWVBY: | am Don Newby,

representing nyself. |

for many, many years.

live in Kennew ck, and | have

I have seen unbelievabl e changes in ny

lifetime. And a good share of them have been great,

but this is one that's pathetic, as far as I'm

concerned. Even thinking of breaching the dans. It's

al nost unbel i evabl e t hat

a government entity is

seriously considering river dam renoval

It's no longer a science issue, it's a

political issue. Plus Al CGore |eading the pack

If you saw the news on New Engl and here a

few weeks back, with Gore there and big smles and

that little damthat he was canoei ng down, or going

across | should say, it gives us sonme idea of what

woul d happen if that bird ever got el ected President

of the United States.

think he'd do it by Slick

WIlly's nethod of Presidential order

At any rate,

a few years ago we used to
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read that the Soviet Union couldn't feed thensel ves.

If the dams were renoved, our nation will
have started on that sane path.

| believe everyone wants to save the
sal mon. But we should not destroy tens of thousands
of our acres of our farmland and a | arge portion of
the Northwest power to do so.

The sane Corps of Engineers that's talking
about dam destroying is already planning to dredge the
Col unmbia River fromAstoria to its nouth.

| wonder what that will do to the fish.

At the sanme tinme we are tal king about
destroying danms, we are going to tare up the river
down below. The people that are affected by this
deci sion should actually have a vote and a say in what
really happens. And | think what we really need is an
| 695 like the citizens, voters of Washi ngton
approved, that would be binding on the federa
government, and also on all its bureaucracies to
foll ow such an edict.

And | suspect if it was put to a vote of
our people in the state of Washington, it may be a
different story than we are hearing in the nedia that
the damrenoval is favored by nost.

Thank you.
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MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thank
you, Don. | think it's Arid, Arid, is that right,
Arid Hudl oom

MR, ARNOLD HUDLOOM My nane is

Arnold Hudl oom Sorry about that. M witing is not

that great.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG | tried to
read it and | just couldn't read it.

MR. ARNOLD HUDLOOM It is getting

late in the day and I won't take nmuch of your tine,
since nost of what | have to say has already been
sai d.

My nane is Arnold Hudloom | ama food
producer in the north end of Franklin County.

I haul ny product to a barge on the Snake
Ri ver above Lower Monunmental Dam from where it goes
to your supernmarket shelves.

| obviously oppose taking out the dans.

One observation, | agree with al nost
everyt hing that has been said on ny side of the issue,
but | think the Rice Island thing would be very easy
to sol ve.

Al you will need to do is release two or
three pairs of weasels on the island. It would solve

the problem very cheaply.
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It's al so been nentioned that ocean
tenperature may have sonmething to do with the problem
and | would like to, if I may, read a couple of
sentences. This is froma journal witten by a man
nanmed John Werks in 1828. John was an enpl oyee of the
Hudson Bay Conpany. He and a group of men were taking
supplies from Fort Vancouver up the Colunbia River. |
quote fromhis journal. W encanped in the evening at
VWite Blanks. There are few Indians on the river, and
these are starving. They are taking no sal non.

The next day. Continued our journey at an
early hour, and encanped in the evening at the end of
the Priest Rapids. W found a | odge of Indians, from
whom a few dried sal nron were obtained. They seened
very scarce in the river. 1828.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Arnold.

Ken Puzey, or Puzen, followed by Vic Irish,
foll owed by Ann Moore. Kinf? Vic Irish?

MR. VIC | Rl SH: Yes.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Vic. Geat.
Fol | owed by Ann Moore, followed by Robert Petersen

MR. VIC IRl SH: Vel l, | have been
here since a quarter to nine, and | don't really have

anything to say that hasn't been said better already.
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But | would like to ask, in the future, if
you could kind of change the format a little bit,
because like while | was waiting in line to cone in
and give ny say, there was a neeting going on where
you guys were all answering the questions that |1'd
like to hear the answers to. | nean, just in the
future. Thanks.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
very rmuch.

MR VIC | RI SH: Ch. I'mnot quite
done.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Ch, | am
sorry. Go ahead, please

MR VIC | RI SH: I would just like to
say, | kind of like Alternative 2 and 3.

And there was one other thing. ©h. Yeah.
Big dittos on Slade Gorton, on what he said.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG All right
Thank you, Vic.

COL. ERIC MOGREN: Just a conment on
your point about the questions and answers. |
understand that those al so appear don't have
necessarily all of the detailed information that you

m ght be interested in, but in the open house next
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door we have a nunber of staff who are technica
experts on these areas.

If you have questions and you don't fee
t hey have been answered, go over there and get them
answered before you | eave. And they will be happy to
hel p you.

M5. DONNA S| LVERBERG Ann Moor e,
foll owed by Robert Petersen, followed by Henry
Yamanot o.

Ann, are you here? Ann's not here.
Robert Petersen, followed by Harry
Yamanot o, foll owed by Janes Moore.

MR, ROBERT PETERSEN: Thank you.
don't give up easy. | have been here a while.

t hank you people for staying here, and | thank nore
the peopl e who years ago put together our system
river systemthat takes care of our floods, provides
water for irrigation, and provides the water for slack
wat er for our barges.

| cane here in '65. | got a piece of
ground out of Burbank. That's about ten nmles down
the river here. And the water that we use on that
farm comes fromthe McNary pool backed up by Ice
Har bor Dam and of course the electricity that we

punped it with the irrigation district punps which
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comes from our dans.

| raised nmy four children there. And ny
two sons farmthat place now. And their fanilies are
al nost raised. |It's been a great place to be.

I've had the pleasure of serving as a
County Conmissioner in Walla Walla County a couple of
terms and as a Court Conmmi ssioner. |'m aware of the
probl enms that we have in the river. | hate to see
even think about taking the dans out on the Snake
River. | really don't think that's going to solve
anyt hi ng.

It's going to set a precedent, and as sure
as |'mstanding here, MNary Dam John Day Dam the
rest of themw |l go, because it just didn't quite do
the job and we've got to take out sone nore dans.

But anyhow, | did prepare sonmething. To
renove the dans, it would create nore problens than it
sol ves.

As has been stated before, the trucks, the
railroads can't handle the traffic, are not nmade to
handl e that kind of traffic. OQur railroads, we don't
have enough railroads to carry all the produce that
goes through this area, to Seattle right now

And the silt would cone down fromthe

river, that JimKuntz nentioned, would come in around
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on the east side of the river, the punping stations
fromthe South Colunbia Irrigation District, Warden
Farms, for the McG ow Farms, for the Boise Cascade,

whi ch incidentally they enpl oy about 350 people, would
be a major problemfor all of this, even if they could
overcone it.

To | ower the Snake River up above, our
nei ghbor up there with the big orchard, Broetje, how
is he going to get water out of that river if you
[ower it that nmuch, and he needs a |lot of water. It's
going to ruin one of the finest orchards in the world.

| am sure there is sone way we can have
fish without destroying the river. This is the year
2000, not 1800. We live in the age of technology. |If
our farns and factories were to revert back to produce
only what they could w thout hybrid and i nproved seeds
or without inproved breeds of cattle, we would not
enjoy the standard of l|iving we have today.

Fish can be raised in a controlled
environnent resulting in better, cheaper products than
we have today.

It's absurd to think that we can live as
our ancestors did hundreds of years ago. And | thank
you very rmuch.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
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Robert.

Harry Yamanoto, followed by Janes Mbore,
foll owed by Marcus LuRett.

MR, HARRY YAMAMOTO: Harry Yamanot o.
I want to first reiterate, that | have a ful
statement here, and | am going to abbreviate it,
because | think it's necessary.

I want to also thank you as panelists to
allow me to speak here today and to extend the period.
| feel kind of responsible for that, and I do
appreciate it very mnuch.

I guess | owe you guys di nner or sonething.

COL. ERIC MOGREN: I'Il take it.
MR, HARRY YAMAMOTO: Got to cone to
ny house, though.

Thank you for allowing ne to testify at
this hearing. |'ma veteran entonol ogi st and a
farmer.

Qur farm boarders on Linn Coul ee. You
know, | really believe that we nust separate our wants
fromour needs. Especially we need to try to
under stand ot her viewpoints. W may not be
scientific. W may not be sophisticated. You know,
just listen to us, please.

We have to work together to solve conpl ex
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i ssues. We need to find common grounds over such

di visive issues that we are tal king about today.
cannot scientifically or even anecdotally profess any
solution for the salnon recovery. Not all the cards
are on the table.

Where is the proof that the Snake River dam
renoval would reestablish primtive habitat for
greater salnon recovery? 1s it proof positive that
all the alleged endangered Pacific sal non woul d
benefit fromthis flushing the Snake? How would the
flushing of the Snake affect the rest of the Colunbia
Ri ver?

| amalarmed that item 15 in the | SAB
report where the committee states, quote, the high
probabilities of extension that the CRI show for many
of the stocks raise the sense of urgency about the
managenent deci sion bearing the hydro system
operation's possi bl e dam breachi ng and ot her
i nterventions as well

If extension is of such high probability,
then why -- then we need to i mmedi ately preserve gene
pool stock.

A friend and nei ghbor asked nme yesterday,
why are we still eating salnon if they are beconi ng

extent?
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I don't know. But if it will help, I wll
stop catching themand | will stop eating them Who's
risk analysis, |ISAB, the Umtillas, who's correct?

Can sal non, Pacific sal non, reproduce what
ot her salmon of the world? Are they really extinct?
Are we really going to have themall extinct or are
t hey separate species?

Is there a different way to nmanage the
fisheries to allow sufficient return of propagating
adul ts?

We have tal ked about the predators. W are
going to skip over that part.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG I will --

MR. HARRY YAMAMOTO Hel p the ESA
targeted stocks. | think not. Are we PST and
GATT' ing ourselves in the foot, allow ng other nations
to take our fisheries wthout taking the
responsi bility of |eaving enough return stock for
future runs? Can we produce and rel ease nore
juveniles? Wth GBA narked fish for harvest?

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Harry?

MR. HARRY YAMAMOTO Let ne do one
nore and then be done. If you turn ne off | wll just
hol | er.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG | know.
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MR, HARRY YAMAMOTO: Ckay. Can the
spotted owm live in other trees? Oh, yeah, they can.
I guess | will skip over that.

We nust reduce the footprint of the man's
endeavors whenever it causes irreparabl e damages and
suffering to sociological as well as environmental
settings.

New dams and hydraulic systens are being
constructed in China as we speak today to utilize
their resources to neet future feeds, or is it to
suppl ant the proposed di smantling of our river basin
systenms? Let's not let this happen.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks, Harry.

James Moore. |Is Janes Moore still here?

Harry, if you have a | onger statenent,
let's turnit in, we will get it on the record.

I s James Moore here? Janes Moore. No.

Marcus, and | think it is actually LuRett
or LuPett. Marcus?

Okay. Greg Morgan? Greg Mdrgan, Ed Long,
and Ron Rei mann.

Greg, is that you?

MR, GREG MORGAN: I am Greg Mbrgan.
| amrepresenting nmyself. Though | am an anbassador

of Christ, who is both the Creator and the princi pal
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of peace, and | think | have a proposal that is a
peaceful, though partial solution. |It's been
described a little bit before by sonme other people.

| propose that we allow the sport fishermen
in a voluntary effort to collect the eggs and the mlk
fromtheir fish, put themin buckets of water right
there where they are fishing, and deliver themto a
collection station at the end of the day.

Gover nment enpl oyees, whether it be
federal, state or tribal, would then pick those up and
deliver themto the headquarters.

The survival rate for those eggs wll
probably be | ower than the naturally spawni ng sal non.

It's certainly not a total solution. But
it would significantly increase the nunber of fish
that do return four years later. And for those who do
think that -- well, whichever view you have, whether
you want to breach the dans or not, you need to | ook
at the facts.

One of the facts is that in order to breach
the dam first you have to get it through the
bureaucracy, which | respect, | ama nmenber of a
bureaucracy, | won't say which one. Once you get it
t hrough the bureaucracy, you have to get it through

the legislature. And if you are successful there,
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then several of the people in this roomare going to
file a lawsuit.

So you have to get it through both the
state and federal courts before any dans actually get
breached. By that tinme the salnmon are likely to be
extinct.

So sonet hing needs to be done soon, for
those who don't |ike dam breaching, if sonething isn't
done soon, and sal non popul ations remai n about where
they are.

Sonewher e around ei ght years fromnow, this
wi |l have all been through the | egislature and through
the courts, and the dans may be breached, whether we
like it or not.

Sonet hi ng needs to be done in the near
term and | would reconmend that all of us wite to
our legislatures and get the |laws changed so that we
can have a voluntary program of bringing the eggs and
the mlk up to the headwaters and bringing them not
into the hatcheries but into the streans where they
bel ong.

We can al so use possibly through coercion
but hopefully voluntarily, gillnetters and other
commercial fishermen should also participate in that,

and for themthere should be sone scientific standards
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for how they collect them and how they keep the eggs
viable until they put themin the headwaters.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
G eg.

Ed Long, and then Ron Rei mann, and then
Carol Craig.

MR, ED LONG My nane is Ed Long. If
you can't be first, you might as well be one of the
I ast.

Thank God that we live in a denocracy where
we can sit through these kinds of ordeals and |et
everybody express their opinion, because | guaranty
you, in China, they are just building the dam

["mretired. It seems to me that nost of
the informati on we have been hearing and reading
about, the benefits of breaching the Snake River dans,
| acks a certain amount of valid scientific facts.

We have all heard about the ocean
conditions, terns, overfishing by commercia
fisheries, Native Anerican gillnets in the river, dans
and many other factors concerning the decline of the
sal mon runs.

Peopl e throw nunbers around |ike confetti.
The nore nunbers people cone up with, the nore

confusing the i ssue becones.
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Most people have a difficult tinme relating
nunbers to actual in your face facts. However, I,
too, have sone nunbers to put into the pot. However,
these nunbers are pretty factual

The nunbers are for the year 1998. And
they originated fromlce Harbor Dam |In 1998 1, 306
barges went through Ice Harbor Dam They carried
4,571,000 tons of cargo. This equals 45,710 hopper
cars, or 457,100 car trains. O 175,808 |arge seni
trucks. That's for this area al one.

Here again, these are nunbers, and if these
dans are breached, we will be seeing these trucks and
trains on our highway and overl oading the rail system

| believe that the conditions of the
hi ghways and rail systemas they are at this tine
sinmply cannot handle the increased traffic. Hi ghway
and rail safety would certainly npbst be a concern for
all people living and traveling in through this area.

And we are not even tal ki ng about the |oss
of irrigation systens and what it will do to our
agricultural econony.

| also believe that the people who want the
Snake River danms breached, if they get their way, they
will then go off after Colunbia River dans. It's a

nat ural progression for these people.
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I do not believe that breaching the Snake
Ri ver danms is the answer we are |ooking for. W nust
use common sense and hard facts to solve the sal non
probl em

Presently at $30 per negawatt hour in the
| ast 24 hours, |ce Harbor Dam produced enough power to
generate $265,770. That's for one 24 hour period for
just one dam for one day of this year. That's a |ot
of power and noney bei ng generated.

The noney goes God knows where, but we do
know that the water is a renewabl e source going from
dam to dam produci ng power, and irrigating our crops
as it travels through the oceans.

And that's basically all I've got to say.
Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Well, I'mso
gl ad, and thanks so nuch for sharing with us.

Ron Rei mann, are you still here? Okay.

Ron, followed by Carol Craig, followed by Henry

Johnson.

MR, RON REI MANN: Still here. (%%
nanme is Ron Reimann. |'ma diversified irrigated
farmer pumpi ng out of the lce Harbor pool. W're a

famly farm And we're probably the ultinmate river

user.
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I spend the winters fishing for steel head
on the river, we ship our produce down the river, we
use it to irrigate our crops, we boat on it, and we
spend a lot of time just sitting along the river.

And rat her than you hearing any nore
testinmony, | would like to thank the panel. | realize
it's your job. But | would like to thank you all for
sitting up here and listening to this venting process
for this |ong.

The other thing I would like to thank you
for, and I will thank the Colonel, | would like to
t hank the Corps of Engineers for the hydroelectric
system they have built on the Snake River that is
unequal ed by anything else in the world. It allows ne
and other farmers like ne to be the highest producers
of any crops anywhere in the world.

You wi Il find out that the Pacific
Nor t hwest probably has the hi ghest yields in potatoes,
sweet corn, anything. And | would like to thank the
Corps of Engineers for providing that for us.

The hydroel ectric system the dans that we
are tal king about, is sonething that we should be very
proud of. And it's ridicul ous, absolutely ridicul ous
we could spend this much tinme actually thinking about

tearing down sonething that great.
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Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Ron.

Carol Craig. |Is Carol Craig here? Okay.
Henry Johnston, followed by Neil Norman, followed by
Naom Stacy. |Is that the right nanme? Henry Johnson.

MR. HENRY JOHNSON: Hello. My nane
is Henry Johnson.

| just want to say, common sense, sound
| ogi ¢ and good science, not |like the nentality of
taking control of the region's nobst priceless natura
resource, water.

What has sprung up in the place of comon
sense and good science? The noisy clanor of politica
positions and endl ess debate.

Why has this happened? Because for the
recovery industries, science does not work. |t keeps
coming up with the wong answers all the tine.

Science is boring. Instead you have to be
colorful, dress up in a salnmon costunme, sit in a tree
for several days, block traffic, hang from bridges.

Maybe some us here in the Md-Colunbia are
alittle boring, too. Right now nost of us have sone
kind of a job to attend to. W have never been very

good at making mischief. Spiking trees, or staging
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boycotts. And it's darn hard to find tine to sit in
trees |l ong enough for the tel evision caneras to get
excited about us.

Just for a minute, breathe the Iife back
into the silent remains of good science and reflect on
the neons of questions and past acconplishnents.

For every endangered species successfully
recl ai med, what has been the nost fundanmental recovery
strategy?

They stopped stanpedi ng buffalo over cliffs
and st opped the shooting.

When the great whal es were nearly depl eted,
what happened first? Did their protectors |ower
em ssi ons on boat notors or a five-year study? No.
They stopped harpooni ng whal es.

Now, the lingcod and the rock fish off the
Paci fic Coast are being depleted. Wat dans will be
destroyed to save then? None. | hear they are
pl anning to curtail harvest instead.

What a concept. Their detractors have
call ed the Snake River dans immral. An immoral danf
Now, there's a sound scientific concept.

Let me tell you what's immoral, obscene
even. It's obscene to perpetuate a policy that would

deprive the citizens of the -- require the citizens to
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dip their cup into the Colunbia River for a drink of
wat er .

Do you think that's farfetched? Think
again. We're not that far away fromit.

When the Snake River dans are reduced to
rubbl e and the dans are replaced with fossil fuel, the
dam breachers will feel really good about thenselves.

There won't be any nore sal non than before.
But the main thing is feeling really good about
your sel ves.

If I'"'mwong, and the salnon do return in
countless mllions, what will happen to all those
fish?

| hear nost of themw Il be killed. What
el se do you do with sal non?

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks very
much.

Nei |l Norman. Are you here?

Naom Stacy. Followed by Ji m Vance,
foll owed by Al an Rogers.

MS. NAOM STACY: Good eveni ng.
Thank you for everyone being here. | know that this
is an inportant cause for all of us. W all have a
| ot at stake here.

My nanme is Naomi Stacy. | ama Triba
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menber of the Confederated Tribes of the Umtilla
I ndi an Reservation, also consider nyself a resident of
Umatilla County, and | pay a | ot of taxes.

As some of the people nmentioned before that
spoke here fromny tribe, you are sitting in the ceded

| ands. Qur hone |ands here. W signed a treaty in

1855 that said we will give this to you, and we will
stay on our Reservation, and we will live there. And
you will have your life here. And our life will go
on.

And at the time that the treaty was signed,
this was a nation of people who had a very nice and
wonderful life, was able to protect what we thought
was inportant in a way that we could live with for
generations and generations, and had been |lived for
generations before, and we thought we were able to
gi ve you sonething that was good.

And |I'm here today because | am obviously a
nm xed person, too, and | have famly who has a view on
one side or the other, and | think how can we make
this right for all of us?

And | don't think any of us are going to be
happy with whatever answer we cone up wth.

Getting back to when we tal k about our

governments com ng together. Qur understandi ng when
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we gave this land away is we would retain our treaty
rights, and that you would have yours.

We kept our word. W have never taken that
back fromyou. W have not taken away your resources
fromyou. In the neantine, you flourished, and that's
a good thing.

We should all have a good life. And | want
that for all of us.

In the nmeantinme al so, we began to bear a
| ot of burdens, and burdens that didn't exactly keep
us as a citizenry that we had. W started to suffer
and it's not because we are victins that we are here
today. That's because that's what we agreed to, that
we woul d keep our lives and you coul d have yours.

Well, the tinme has cone where we have
started to argue. | see that this governnent, this
government that we have, none of us are happy with at
this time, the federal governnent, has put us in a
pl ace where one of ny brothers, Al anna Farrow who
spoke here before said, we are fighting agai nst each
ot her.

We have these restrictions that we had to
abide by, and it's not working out with our federa
governnent and we are fighting each other

So what does that nean today? What burdens
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do you bear? | amnot asking us to point the finger
I am asking how can we nake this right? Do we want to
put you in a position where you have to fight? No.
Do | think that you should have to becone a
second class citizen? No.
We have had that, and | don't want that for

you.

But what | do want to see is for us to find

a way to work together. Qur tribe has worked in the
Umtilla Basin. W had no salnon there a few years
ago. And now we have thousands. W have sol utions.
And | would like you to |look at that.
Thank you for your time, and thanks for
com ng.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Ji m Nance
foll owed by Al an Rogers, foll owed by Rosenda
Shi ppent ower .
MR, JI' M VANCE: My nane is Ji m Vance.
I am 54 years old. | aman irrigator for a famly
farmthat punps water out of the Snake River, and we
will lose our water of course if the dans go out.
Ni ne years ago when the Governor of |daho
started so-called fish recovery, | believe he sold
everybody a bill of goods by getting focused on the

renoval of the four dams. | thought back then that
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common sense would prevail and sonething fair would be
wor ked out for all

But common sense has nothing to do with it.

| believe the fish are just an excuse for
control of the water. So if the breaching of the dans
take place, coupled with the economic inpact on this
area, and nmy age, it will be hard for me to find other
enpl oynent. We probably | ose everything, including
t he roof over our head, and would have to relocate
agai n.

My wife's a nental health counselor in the
area, who will also |ose her job.

We left an economically depressed area in
the northern part of the state 14 years ago and noved
to Walla Walla so we could go to college. | went to
Wal la Wal la Community Col | ege and she went to Wit nman.

| have been on ny present job | have now

for the past 12 years, and | don't want to start over

again. | have a son in college that | help support, a
daughter will be in college. If nmy wife and | both
become unenpl oyed, we will not be able to help our

ki ds through college, and that is their future, and
they don't even live in this area.
| believe that this is really about fish

recovery.
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Sonme of the things that would be done first
are the renmoval of the dans in the upper Snake River.
Not the | ower Snake. This would reopen spawni ng
grounds, close Sal non, Payette, others, Owmhee, do not
have | adders. Renoval of all the nets in the Colunbia
Ri ver, whether they are Indian or nonlndian.

Renmoval of Rice Island. It is a mannade
island. | see no reason why we can't renove that.
There is 8,000 pairs of terns that nest on that island
a year and consune 20 percent of the snolt that cone
down the river. And that is according to Oregon State
Uni versity.

And nore of the fishing for sal non and
steelhead -- | lost ny place -- more control of the
fishing for sal non and steel head in the open ocean.
They can't do anything about these nets, and | don't
believe that's true.

| believe they take some of ny rights every
day, and this is an exanple of NMFS, basically telling
people in the Nepow Valley that you will do our way or
we will do it our way w thout you, it makes no
di fference.

Soneone had a vision not |ong ago and said
that they want the fish runs returned to what they

were in 1855.
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Come on. Wake up. Be realistic. The
t housands of miles of nets in the ocean, hundreds of
nets in the river, renoval of dans and returning the
fish runs as they were in 1855 are inpossible.

I don't know of anything that has been put
on the endangered fish list and still continue to be
harvested at 50 percent a year

What about the pheasants and others that
are there now?

The farm | work on supports hundreds of
pheasants. | believe those will disappear. And
t housands of geese, we have had estimated up to 10, 000
geese on our farmin one year

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Time is up.
MR. JI M VANCE: In the fall and
wi nter we have thousands of geese feeding on the
fields. They won't use a fast noving river. And
wi thout irrigation, the crops they feed on won't be
t here.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Jim

Al an Rogers. Followed by Carol Craig,
foll owed by Reid Rukman.

MR. ALAN ROGERS: Thank you. M nane

is Alan Rogers. | ama corporate farmer on the Ice
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Har bor pool .

One thing nost people don't realize is we
can be a corporate farner and, hey, |I'mit, other than
three nonths during the sunmer, |I'mthe crew

Several people have nentioned before, two,
that we count the fish going out to sea and we count
the fish com ng back fromsea, and there is a big |oss
somewher e

I think one of our main areas of research
that needs to happen is in the ocean and in the
estuaries. \Where are all of these fish going? | have
a suspicion that they are winding up on a boat
somewher e

I went into the open house roonms and they
show a nunmber of fish caught, and | am assuning this
isin the river, but that doesn't number that fish
that is caught fromthe ocean, because those two
graphs go different directions.

There is less fish caught in the river now
but there is a lot nore fish caught in the ocean

Taki ng out the danms. | have read sone
nunbers, that that would increase habitat on the Snake
Ri ver by 70 percent. Sounds |ike a nice nunber. But
both the |l ength of the Snake River, that is a 3

percent increase. Basically, |ocked out, a |ot of
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habitat at the Hells Canyon danms, and the rest of the
private ones that have no fish |adders, the fish
cannot get by. Also, another gill

The fish need a 12 percent rise in
basically returns, as | get it, to not beconme extinct.
As | get it fromsone of the literature that | have
read, taking out the dans will increase returns about
4 percent. So taking out the dans is not the panacea.
It will nove you part way there, but it will not solve
the problem

I think science will solve the problem It
will just take a while. Also there is a fellow that
wrote an article that's in Weat Life, its February
issue, it's called Under the Influence. | think
have got that right. What it does is docunent
sonmet hing that | have al ways thought all along. Bruce
Babbitt is a good exanple of a bureaucrat, he is open
about it. | think we have bureaucrats enbedded in the
system that their goal is an environmental agenda.

This article also chronol oges -- or
subst anti at es how noney goes from private foundations
to environmentalists and then wi nds up being public
policy.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
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very much, Al an.

Carol Craig, followed by Reid Reimann,
followed by Bill Ingalls.

MS. CAROL CRAI G Good eveni ng, and
wel come to the ceded portion of the Yakama Nation

Through the tribal generations and since
the beginning of tinme traditional environnental
know edge has taught us that econom c activities and
natural systens should further conservation and/or
restoration at the sanme tinme resources are being
extract ed.

There is no doubt in our ninds about the
need for harnoni ous exi stence between humans and
nature. Since the arrival of nontribal people, our
mai n resource and way of |ife, sal non, have been
decimated frommnllions to nmere thousands today.

As a Yakama Tribal nenber | urge you to
hel p us restore the salnon runs. Mdst here today are
very nervous about breaching the danms and say many
lives will be disrupted.

As a Yakima tribal nmenber | can understand
how they feel. Nothing stays the sane for ever, and
there have been many tinmes people's |lives have been
di srupted continual ly.

Today now nore than ever there needs to be
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a change if the salnon are to survive fromthis harsh
world. If the fish are continually degraded and
become extinct, then what we were taught as children
will prevail, and that's what the Umatilla Triba

el der was referring to.

When we were placed here on this part of
the earth, the Creator told us to take care of the
resources, and as long as we did that, they would take
care of us. But if the salnmon or any of the other
resources di sappear, then we too as a people wll
di sappear.

And it's difficult for nontribal people to
understand that sonmetimes. And | am not surprised,
because not hi ng about tribal history is required in
the public school system But salnon is central to
the way of our lives. Required cerenpnies to express
our response to benevol ent Creator

| urge you today to help the sal non and the
i nportant considerati on of breaching the four Lower
Snake River dams.

Treaty rights are absolute in describing
the values Tribes attach to natural resources. W
have practiced a natural sustaining yield conservation
system si nce the beginning of tine.

There has to be understandi ng and, after
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all, we are still here as a people. Tribal people are
here today to represent a cultural history. Sone are
here to represent a contenporary story. Qur economc
goal s and practice know edge places on the threshold
of prosperity or poverty.

Who shal |l prosper? Wo has prospered?

Tri bes have reacted responsi bly, taken the technol ogy
devel oped by nontribal people and with natura

phi |l osophy, pragmatic approach to habitat restoration
and natural production of species.

We are actively working for the last two
years, fall Chinook and coho have returned to the
Yaki ma Ri ver for everyone to fish, not just triba
peopl e.

But these are tough tinmes today. And that

requires gifted mnds and great hearts.

Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you
Car ol
Rei d Rukman.
MR, REID RUKMAN. Yes. M nane is
Rei d Rukman. | don't have much el se new to say, but |
have waited this long, | would like to put two

comments in.

| also irrigate out of the Ice Harbor poo
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with my father and uncle, ny nother, and ny wife is
al so invol ved.

A few peopl e have tal ked about just the
corporate farnms that are on Ice Harbor pool. | don't
know anyt hi ng about that. W are incorporated.

guess on paper you could say we are a corporate farm

But all it isis just a small fanmly farmtrying to
survive.

I was 19 when this all started. | just
turned 30 this summer. It seens |like | have grown up

with this problem

| can't believe that in 11 years this is
t he best solution that has come up with, the thing
that we will breach the dans, that's the only thing we
could conme up with.

In | ooking around today, there is not many
people left, but if you notice, nost of the farmers
you are going to find are 40, 50.

We nake up maybe 2 percent of the
popul ation of the United States. W are also one of
the few areas, businesses that people are getting
older in. W are not getting any younger. Situations
like this make it kind of hard for people wanting to
start their own business in the agricultural field.

| just hope that whatever decision is
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decided, that there is a future in it for nme and ny
famly.

Thank you your tine.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much.

Bill Ingalls, followed by I think it's
Audi e Huber. Followed by Skip, I"'mafraid | can't
read the last nane, | think it is Mead.

MR BILL | NGALLS: Thank you very
much. | would like to put a little pitch on this
whol e thing.

Who is going to make all the electricity
when these dans are all breached?

Question. Do the high cost of heating oi
and gas -- Excuse ne. Do you like the high cost of
heating oil and gas? You haven't seen anything yet,
when these people get their way.

I have got a list right in here, these same
people in the news nedia, in the banks, the oi
conpani es, in the Pentagon, you can go on and on.

| have got anot her magazi ne here, tells
about the big corporation foundation, back in New
York, gave mllions of grants in just about a
t hree-year period, environmental groups from 1993 to

1995.
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What about those years before and after
this debate? How nuch are they nmnipul ating these
peopl e.

Question. Are the corporations
mani pul ating the environmentalists for the agenda of
breaching the dans so they can control nore electric
produci ng capacity and et cetera?

| also notice some of the WAashington State
politicians have ties to the big corporate crowd and
they hel p shut down our unfinished nuclear plants in
Washi ngton. There is quite a story on that.

Was that so the big corporations could
control nore electricity production?

In the Tri-City Herald a few weeks ago it
told about a gas exploration which has been going on
i n Eastern Washi ngton.

A nunber of years back in the Tri-City

Heral d there was an article saying an oil conpany was

drilling sonmething in the Ice Harbor Dam
Question. Is the underground water
pressure fromthe reservoir a problemin drilling for

gas and oil?
Question. | noticed in the Tri-City Herald
the farmers could be paid for their | osses when the

dans are renmoved. Wuld this be for their |and al so?
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A nunber of years back an article in the
Tri-City Herald said a shipnent could go no further
than the Tri-Cities because of its draft. |t was not
known who this ship bel onged to.

There was a pronotion to dredge the
Col unbi a Ri ver deeper and the channel was deepened to
the | ce Harbor Dam

Question. Was this done to see if large
oil tankers could haul oil and gas fromthis area?

Questi on.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Bill, your
time ended a couple seconds ago.

MR BILL | NGALLS: The question. Are
the Indian Tribes being manipul ated |ike the rest of
us? There are many books and magazi nes out there
telling us how the jet streamis now bei ng nani pul at ed
to control the weather.

A few years back other areas were fl ooded.

Question. What is going to happen to our
 and and other small cities when the dans are
breached? And the question goes on.

But | want to thank you very mnuch.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Thank
you very nuch, Bill.

COL. ERIC MOGREN: Thank you. Just to
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get a quick check here, we are about 20 mi nutes before
the next hearing starts.
Coul d we have a show of hands of how many
people are waiting to talk here?
Oh, boy. GCkay. Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Okay. Audie
Huber. Skip M nd. Pardon nme?
MR. SKI P MEAD: | think it is Skip
Mead, but | will pass.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Ski p Mead.
Tim Stearns. Followed by Jack DeWtt.
MR. TI M STEARNS: | am ready when you
are.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG We are ready.
Go ahead.
MR. TI M STEARNS: My name is Tim
Stearns, and | amthe regional director for the
Nati onal WIldlife Federation
I have spent the last ten years trying to
crystallize this choice that we need to make. | am
one of the people who have pushed dam renoval. And
pushed dam renoval because we have | ooked at the
sci ence and econonics for ten years, and in my heart
of hearts, that is the best option.

Well, let nme talk about why today has been
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frustrating. | think we are discussing a very false
choice, which is do we have dans or do we not have
dans.

It's much harder than that. W attack each
ot her, our values, and our notives. W attack
governnent. And our regional neighbors. And that
really makes ne sad

| grewup in rural Montana in a rura
comunity. M family's in agriculture. |[|'ve gotten a
nunmber of cousins that are still in agriculture.

The last thing | want to do is destroy
agriculture. | want healthy rural comrunities,
whet her they are agricultural conmunities or coasta
conmunities, or tribal communities. And this system
does not work now. W have a tough set of transitions
to go through

Ri ght now we are spending about 300 million
dollars a year and we are not getting much for it.

And frankly we are the stewards of the systemthat
gives us electric rates that are half the nationa
aver age.

And we are not conplying with multiple
federal laws in nmultiple treaties. And | frankly
don't think that the country's going to |l et us get

away with it all that nuch | onger
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We clearly need to do sone things
differently. W need to work together to sol ve
probl ems. W need to focus on what we need to
acconplish. Not what it acconplishes them

Danms are just tools. Not all dans are bad.
These ones happen to be a problem W need to water
crops. We need to nove conmodities to market. W
need to provide energy. W need to live up to those
| aws and treaties.

We are a nation of people in a nation of
laws. Things | want to teach ny son and ny fanily,
and it's real hard to watch them attack government and
the notives of government.

But we are stewards of this system and of
this nation, and we built this systemw th the nation
It's not our system We didn't pay for it. These
aren't our rivers. These are America's rivers.

Now, we have picked on harvest pretty hard
today and seals and terns. | spent the l|last year
wor king with hatchery people in how to inprove
hat cheries. W know we can inprove hatcheries. |
participate in harvest coast wide, and | can tell you
harvest managenment is not easy.

There are peopl e naking choices now and we

have cut harvest coast w de and we are working on
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better nethods of harvest year after year. So it's
really hard when people cone up and say, let's have
the easy noratorium let's shut the harvest.

It's not that sinple, folks. Because if
we're going to start using noratoriuns, | can just as
easily put a noratorium on your water use, on you
getting your crops out of the buffers. It doesn't
make sense

Let me close. | work on salnmon |istings
t hroughout this region. There is not one easy place.
These dans, taking out these dans isn't going to solve
it for every population in this region. But | can
tell you in the Puget Sound or every river | work on
nobody |i kes new buffers, nobody |likes to change water
managenent. Everybody thinks their dam s okay.

We have got to get beyond this inpasse.

And the people at the front of the room have got to
make tough choices, and finally get us inplenenting a
pl an that actually has a chance of working.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG | amgoing to
have to ask you wap it up, Tim

MR. TI M STEARNS: Let's work together
and nove forward

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you.
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Jack DeWtt, Byrdeen Worley, Christ Kleist,
and J.D. WIlians.

Jack DeWtt? Okay. Byrdeen Wrley.

Christ Kleist. J.D. WIIlians.

Are the fol ks that raised their hands, are
you on ny list for this afternoon? How many of you
that rai sed your hands were signed up on the |ist
earlier?

Okay. Al right. 1'mjust going to have
to roll on through these here. Rick George. Marlo
Booker. Gary Janes. Stacey Martin. Stacey Martin
here?

Good. Gary Janes is here, too.

MR, GARY JAMES: I am Gary Janes.
Hi storically the Colunbia River had a run of 15
mllion salnon. That was fornmerly one of the npst
productive sal non producers in the world. The lion's
share of those fish were destined for the Snake River.

Now t he Snake's got extinct runs or many
that are nearly so. Things are obviously badly
broken. Any solution that maintains the status quo
won't work. We've got to get tough with solutions,
and we've got to get tough with defining our goals.

First there's a mmjor oversight of the

goal. Because the CRI nodel that was spoken of



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

earlier used to predict outcones is based on
preventing extension.

That is really a flaw. Wat is preventing
extension? NMS defines that as having. Wat did you
do with one or nore fish? It depends on how many nore
than ones you have. Wth ten fish you can't have
much, and ten fish wouldn't nmeet a prevention goal

It won't seek the habitat, you wouldn't go
fi shing.

The federal governnent nust be nore honest
in what they say, in what they are |eading the people
to believe when the option has, let's say, a 95
percent chance of neeting an extinction prevention
goal

|"msure an athletic coach wouldn't tel
his teachers, okay, guys, our goal this year is to win
nore than one game.

I"m sure our investnent accounts for
retirement wouldn't be focused at having nore than one
dol l ar when we retire. Preventing extension is a
start. W nust shoot for meaningful |arger goals and
sel ect options accordingly.

How do we sel ect those options?

First I think we have to apply fixes

conprehensively across all the broken areas, all the
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ages, address all the problens, and we have to apply
the fixes in proportion to the |evel of brokenness.
That's conmmon sense

We' ve done this in the Umtilla. |'ve
worked with the Umatillas for nearly 20 years. To
start with we have no salnmon and nearly no water

VWhat did we do? We focused the nost fix
effort on the fish passage and fl ow enhancenent.
That's because that's what was nost broken. We did it
in a way without losses to the ag community, and we
canme up with win-win solutions with mtigative
measur es.

Certainly mtigative nmeasures weren't a
probl em when dans went in, when you noved towns such
as Arlington and Boardman.

So what's broken in the big picture? Is it
harvest? Well, take spring and sunmer Chinook in the
Snake River, and it clearly is not. There's
i nsignificant ocean and Col unbi a harvest for those
species. | work with those. They're not there. The
Tri bes stopped comercial fishing for those species in
the '60s and ' 70s.

Is it hatcheries? No. They are a key
solution. The tribes are | eading the way in hatchery

reform and suppl enentation. W are doing it in the
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Umatil | a.

But by itself are hatchery sufficient to
cover all the other broken ages? No. |It's going to
t ake nore.

Is it the tributary habitat? 1s that
broken? No. It needs some help, lion's share of

| daho's habitat is in pristine wlderness and those

wi | derness areas have sonme extinct or very little

fish.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Gary?

MR GARY JAMES: Yeah?

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Time's up,
Gary.

MR, GARY JAMES: Time's up. Thank
you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you.
We'd love to take your conments up here if you have
those in witing, Gary.

St acey Martin.

MR. STACEY MARTI N: Hello. | am
Stacey Martin. | amenployed at PNR Farns | ocated on
the Snake River, irrigating out of the |Ice Harbor
pool

| worry about ny job if the dans are

breached, leaving no irrigation. | have two kids that
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are in high school and will be starting college in a
few years. MW wife is enployed locally.

If we have to relocate because of the |oss
of ny enploynment, the people and change, the upheava
and change of our life sonmetinme is unwarranted.

Ten years ago, | thought that commpn sense
woul d prevail, but politics prevents this from
happeni ng.

If the dams are detrinental to the fish,
why didn't the ecol ogi st begin these talks after
initial construction?

What about the rivers with no dans on thenf
Their nunbers are decreasing also. Does this tell you
sonmet hi ng? You don't need to be a scientist to figure
t hat one out.

What are the benefits of pulling the | ower
dans? How long will the river be too nuddy for the
fish to survive in? |If it's nore than four years, you
have already wi ped out all returning fish, plus the
snol t.

How much habitat would you gain for
spawni ng? How many tributaries are there on the four
| ower dans that fish can't get to? None.

How many dans in |Idaho have fish | adders on

then? These dans killed a hundred percent and bl ocked
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of f habitat for spawning. The worldw de fishing

i ndustry expl oded after 1970 to 1990. One fishery
bi ol ogi st estimated that this finally achieved tw ce
the capacity than what the ocean coul d produce.

VWhat about the nets in the river? The
I ndi ans say they are entitled to half of the returning
fish. Let's say next season two fish return. One
female, one male. WII you still take your half? How
much fish does it take for your cerenonies?

It is inpossible to restore the runs to
where they were in the 1800 yesterday. Irrigating --
irrigation along the Snake River has greatly inproved
the wildlife.

Renenber Lewis & Clark, they ate dog

Maybe it is time to see that there is a
problemw th overfishing. Let's set up our conmercia
fishernen, save our salnmon from other countries, |et
the Indians have a few for their cerenonies, open up
i nprove our fish hatcheries, fish bypasses and
hat cheri es.

Maybe one day we will again be able to net
fish in the ocean and begin on the Snake River.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much.
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Now what | would like to do, | think we
have about three or four nore people who had signed up
this afternoon. Can | see your hands again?

Okay. Can | just ask you to line up at the
m crophones. | have got nanmes here, if you could just
line up and state your nanme, just tell us who you are,
and | will scratch you off.

MR. LARRY COCHRAN:. Larry Cochran.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG: Thank you

MR. LARRY COCHRAN: I am now t he
presi dent of the Washi ngton Associ ation of
Conservation Districts, and while we have been sitting
here at this neeting today | have producers at
districts that have been devel oping riparian plans to
i ncrease sal non habitat in the Snake River system

Those people are up and running. They
don't need neetings. They don't need hearings. W
are doing habitat restoration as we speak. W have
t hree nodel watersheds in the Snake River system
Silvey Creek, Tucannon, and the Touchet watershed
nodel wat ersheds.

We are increasing salnon habitat. W are
maki ng sal mon producers, cattlemen, agricultura
producers, working together, doing both. W are

seei ng nunbers of Reds increasing in those sal non
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habi tat, spawning beds. So | would like to tell you
that district people, producers, conservation
producers, farnmers, are out there, we are working to
i ncrease nunbers of sal non that spawn naturally.

I commrend you for doing the 4-Hs because we
have to | ook at the whole, total life cycle, just like
anyt hi ng el se.

And all | can talk about is habitat,
because that is what our association works with. But
I would Iike to say that we are doing things, and we
don't need hearings, we don't need -- we are just out
there getting the job done, and I would say that |
will submt sonme nmore written conment on how we shoul d
be able to comend those producers that have their
conservation plans in place, increasing the spawni ng
habitat and still producing food and fiber for al
those that need to be.

And when you are out there, | realize you
have to do what the |aw says, and as you do those
things, | hope we can commend those and make those
that do the right things now, | hate neetings and
whatnot, to be able to have a |l eg up.

And our association also believes that we
can have dans and fish. And we believe in enpowering

people to go out and do the things that they need to
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do. We don't need -- we need a little nonetary

assi stance, we need a little guidance, we need the
scientific data, but turn the people |oose, let us do
what we need to do, and we can increase the sal non,
keep our agriculture, and keep those danms, too.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Larry.

For those of you that are left to speak
this afternoon, if I can ask you to, | know you have
waited a long time for your three mnutes, if you can
be brief, we'd really appreciate it. Because now the

fol ks outside are waiting to cone in for the 6:30

show.
Thanks.
MR. STEWART LLOYD: | am Stewart
Lloyd. I'ma retired teacher, nmilitary, farner, and a

trained geneticist with special training in population
geneti cs.

And | am appal |l ed at sone of the things
that you renmenber assum ng, and claimng as fact, and
hoping that it is going to inprove your problem

You are maintaining an attitude that
there's a difference between hatchery and wild sal non.

There is no difference. | have wat ched the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

collection of wild -- of salnmon for use in the

hat chery, and they go to great pain to nmake absolutely
certain that they are presenting no pressure, no
genetic pressure on the animal -- or on the sal non
that they collect. They can collect a trenmendous
amobunt of eggs, there are thousands of sal non that are
sl aughtered every year at the hatcheries, because they
filled their traps, they have to get rid of them they
kill them haul themoff, if the Indians won't go and
come and pick themup, they go for fertilizers. Eggs,
there's no problem They can collect mllions nore
eggs than they need.

| do want to caution you about the idea of
bargi ng the young sal non being a solution. Wen you
barge sal non, you take them out of the water close to
where they were hatched out, and haul ed them down to
the mouth of the river and turn them | oose and expect
themto get back to where they started.

It won't happen. \When they migrate down
the river, they taste the water as they go and they
develop an inprint in their brain that lets them
follow the sanme trail back when they reach maturity.

You break the trail when they hit the end,
they don't know where to go. They may end up in

coastal rivers, they may end up in rivers bel ow the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

danms, they don't know that they need to go above
because it doesn't taste right.

I have watched salnmon pile up in streans,
waiting to go up a tributary, to the point where they
| ook Iike they are coloring the water. They wait
until the water tastes right and then they go.

It is just like if soneone fired a gun and
the marathon race is on. Up they go. W have reached
the point where a lot of the controls and so forth are
necessary.

You need to inplenent an escapenent plan a
whole lot like they had in Al aska, where they don't
fish until a certain nunber of fish have gone up, and
they review that every week to determ ne whether they
are going to fish nore that week or not.

One touch on the silt. Lots of silt behind
those four dams. You turn |oose those four dans, silt
into the McNary pool, and you will have no sal non runs
above the McNary Dam

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Stewart .

I"mgoing to go to the back mnicrophone and

then the side mcrophone and then back to you guys.

MR. DEAN STRAWN: Thank you very
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much. M nanme is Dean Strawn. M wife Sandi and
own the Scanifor Service in the Tri-Cities.

Qur business is a fam |y owned busi ness and
we have been actually involved in local, state and
regi onal policy issues nost of our lives.

| am al so a menber of the Board of
Directors of the Association of Washi ngton Busi ness,
and | have been asked by the association to represent
it here today.

More than 85 percent of the Association of
Washi ngt on Busi ness nenbers are small busi ness owners
like ne. We have joined forces under the banner of
AVWB, our state's ol dest and | argest business
organi zati on, to oppose the breaching of the four
| ower Snake River dans.

We adopted that position nore than three
years ago and have not wavered a bit in our resolve to
keep these dans in place, generating power, providing
water for irrigation, and recreation, flood control
and transportation.

It was just one year ago that | joined with
others to organi ze the save our danms rally here in the
Tri-Cities. Thousands of supporters for our Snake
Ri ver dans cane fromall over the Northwest, including

farmers, union workers, elected officials, and
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enpl oyers. These denonstrators clearly showed the
ki nd of resolve that we have to keep these dans in
pl ace.

Since last year we have | earned a great
deal about the Snake and Col unbi a Ri ver systens. But
one of the nobst alarm ng things we have | earned just
cane to light in a recent Northwest Power Pl anning
Council report. The report states, quote, over each
of the next five years if no additional resources are
added to the system the probability of being unable
to fully serve our electrical demand during the wi nter
nmonths is relatively high, end quote.

The report says that by 2003 there is a one
in four chance that electrical outages of sonme kind
could occur. CQur federal agencies cannot place at
risk the dans' ability to serve the citizens of this
regi on.

Hydroel ectric powers is a renewable
resource. It is clean and safe. W are not going to
be able to replace it with solar panels, wind mlls or
conservation as sone dam renoval proponents have
st at ed.

The only short-term practical replacenent
woul d be burning fossil fuels, which are not renewabl e

resources and pollute the environnment. W know there
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are alternatives to dam breaching that can help
restore sal non runs. Barging young sal non around dans
shows a great deal of promise at a fraction of the
cost of breaching.

VWhy don't we barge those fish, contro
predators, and wait for the science on the ocean
conditions to be analyzed. Wy are we so hasty to
rush to a sinple solution that in all |ikelihood won't
restore Lewis & Clark |evel runs.

Theref ore on behalf of nyself and the 3700
menbers of the Association of Washi ngton Busi nesses,
who enpl oy over 600,000 workers in this state, we ask
you to stop wasting our taxpayers noney w th study
after study about dam breaching.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you,
Dean.

This microphone. | would like to ask you
to hold your applause. We really want to get through
the | ast couple of speakers so we can start with the
6: 30 neeting. Thank you very nuch for your
cooperation.

MR. BI LL MARTI N: Thank you. | am
nunber 40 on one of your lists. M nane is Bil
Martin.

| represent the Tri-Cities Industria
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Devel opnment Council. TRIDEC is made up of 300 public
agenci es and private conpani es dedicated to the
creation of new jobs and the retention of existing
jobs in Benton and Franklin Counties.

We are very concerned about the negative
i mpacts that dam breaching woul d have on job creation
inthis area. And | know you have heard nost of this
before so | will just summarize. Three key issues.

First of all, the loss of hydropower. The
clean reliable power provided by hydroelectric dans
has been a key to job creation in the Pacific
Nort hwest for the past number of years.

We are al so very concerned about the | oss
of barge transportation. We don't think our highways
and railroad systens can handle the increased traffic
caused by the |l oss of that barge transportation.

We are al so extrenely concerned about the
effects of dam breaching on irrigated agriculture and
rel ated busi nesses. 60 percent of the people enpl oyed
in manufacturing in our two counties are in the food
process industries. It is the fastest grow ng
i ndustry in our area. W had a 12 percent increase in
food processing jobs during the past year al one.

There are over a hundred conpanies in

Benton and Franklin Counties that are directly rel ated
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to the agriculture industry. And we are spending
t housands of dollars each year to try to attract new
food processing conpanies to this area.

Some people say that fish are nore
i nportant than the economy. We think both are
i mportant, and we certainly feel that we can't have
good jobs if we take drastic neasures that are al so
irreversible.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much. Thank you for summari zi ng.

MR. DW GHT ROPP: Thank you for being
able to share. | just wanted it to be known that | am
agai nst -- Dwi ght Ropp

I want it to be known that | am agai nst the
breachi ng of the dans on the Snake River. | amfrom
the farm comunity north of Pasco.

Pastoring a church in this community gives
me the opportunity to visit with many people.

It is hard to understand the drive behind
the breaching of the dams. The information reported
in the daily newspaper is enough to nake one
suspi ci ous about the real purpose of the breaching.

The facts are stated about the trucks and
the trains which will be needed to replace the barge

traffic, the anpunt of alternate power supply system
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to replace the dans' hydropower, and the agricultura
changes which will be needed.

Then there is the other wildlife and fish
speci es whi ch have been adopted to the existing
conditions. The inpact of breaching the dams would
definitely make an econonmic hardship in this region

On the other side, if the dans are breached
we hear it would take approxinately 16 to 20 years to
see any increase in salnmon, if any. It is rather
uncertain whether it would even help the situation

If the noney spent on this issue could be
directed to enhancing hatchery fish and inproving
facilities already in place at the dans, it seens we
could use our dollars nore efficiently.

I wonder why sone groups are so eager to
spend so much noney and risk so much on the hope or
chance of building back the sal non that used to be.

Any tinme facts and figures are set aside
and there's a push for a goal at any cost, the issue
takes on a religious flavor.

| believe this issue is one of religious
nature. Animsm or the worship of gia, Mther Earth,
seeks to return the earth to its natural state.

My question, why should our governnent

spend tine, energy and dollars to support this belief
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syst enf?

| don't think the salnmon is the issue here.
We are sinply trying to return the river back to its
wild state, and | think you're going to have a
difficult tine, you can state all the facts in the
worl d, and nobody wants to hear them because it is
sonmething deep, it is a belief system

| believe in Jesus Christ. He's alittle
bit higher than just to return the earth to its
natural state.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much.
Ot her m crophone over there.
MR. DAVE DI CKINSON: My nane is Dave
Di cki nson. | have been a resident of Richland for 42
years.

Many previ ous speakers have stated severa
good reasons not to breach the | ower Snake River dans.

| would like to add a consideration which
don't believe has been previously discussed.

Why is our consideration being limted to
the four danms of the Lower Snake River? 1'mnot aware
of anything uni que about the four Snake River dans.

The sal non problem extends to the entire Col unbi a
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Basin. |If we should decide to rempve four Lower Snake
Ri ver dams, will this not be taken as a precedent for

the renoval of all of the dams in the entire Col unmbia

basi n?

If so, the final result would be disastrous
for the entire Pacific Northwest since our dans are
essential to our supply of cheap electricity, of
irrigation water, and of flood control. The cost of
just the renoval of the dans in the Lower Snake River
woul d be quite |arge as so many previ ous speakers have
poi nted out.

However, the cost of renoval of all of the
dans, or even nost of them on the entire Col unbia
Basi n, would be econom c catastrophe.

Are we really willing to pay such an
enornous price for renoving dans when this would have
such an uncertain effect on sal non recovery?

| thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Dave.

And | think this is our last afternoon
speaker. Two left. Okay. Geat. State your nane,
pl ease.

MR, ROSS HUGHES: My nane i s Ross

Hughes. | live in Richland, Wshi ngton.
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I am standing here before the agency that
built the four Snake River dans to speak against the
proposal to now destroy these sane dans.

This has to be one of the nobst idiotic
environnental proposals raised during ny lifetine.

If this were only an exercise in silly
rhetoric, conducted for their own amusenent by the
sel f - appoi nted environnental zeal ots, that would be
one thing.

Thi s proposal has already gone far beyond
the bounds of rationality. A whole econony based on
farm transportation, power, and recreation, has been
built upon the prem se that the benefits derived from
t hese Snake River dams would be avail able for many
years to cone.

Now we have a bunch of self-appointed
envi ronnental zeal ots proposed to destroy this
econony. \Why? Allegedly to save some fish. W nust
save the fish, they say. W nust renove the dans to
save the fish, they say.

At the same tinme these self-appointed
envi ronnental zeal ots cannot provide any guaranty that
removi ng the damages will save any one damm fish.
These sel f-appoi nted environmental zeal ots selectively

tout argunents, if unsupported, allegations that



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

breaching the dans will save the fish.

At the same time they totally ignore any
evi dence to the contrary.

We supposedly have an endangered speci es.
Unli ke protecting all other endangered species for
commercial and tribal purposes. |If that is not
stupid, than what is it?

We actually have an endangered speci es.
It doesn't take a nuclear scientist to figure this
out. W have commercial fishing fleets | ooking,
wor ki ng of f the coast using the npbst nodern
devastatingly efficient equi pment who are raking in
tons of supposedly endangered fish. And we do
absol utely nothing about it. That is unbelievable.

We have already heard the testinony from
the enlightened rebel rousers on the left side
supporting the breaching of the danms. They al so know
that their electricity comes fromthe wall outlet and
their bread cones fromthe grocery store shel ves.

It's obvious that there are many ot her
i mportant factors besides the dans that should be
entered into this discussion. Unfortunately the
sel f - appoi nted environmental zeal ots are conveniently
choosing to ignore all these other factors,

particularly the ocean conditions and overfishing by
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the Native Anericans and others using many gillnets on
t he Col unbi a River.

And | have been here all day and I am
getting a little sarcastic in ny thinking, so | mnust
have been a little bit in advance when | wote this
the other night, if the dans are actually breached,
and the fish species die off anyway.

I want to extract a painful retribution
fromall of those who supported dam breaching. | wll
at least figuratively want to see the defected brains
pi ckl ed in fornmal dehyde. At |east some m ght cone out
of this ridiculous fiasco.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thanks a | ot

Russ.
Qur | ast speaker, and we will break
MR JAY WALLMAN, JR.: My nane is Jay
wallman, Jr. | ama farner in the Colunbia Basin. |

wi sh to make an observation that seens to have escaped
some of us. And that is that the Enperor has no
cl ot hes.

The endangered species as it now stands
does not work. In attenpting to save the species, it
ri sks endangeri ng others.

Breachi ng of the dans is not an option.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Ch, | know that powers that be will decide, and the
dans will probably be breached, but it is still not an
opti on.

It is clained that changes to the river
system are undesirable, and that construction of the
dans have caused the change in the Snake River system
And danmge to certain sal non species.

Breachi ng of the dans will again cause the
change in the river system and therefore again cause
damage. This tine also to other species.

How does it follow that tw ce as nuch
damage to the river systemis the better option? The
Chi nook sal non, the subject of folk son

VWich will you choose? Which deserves to
live and which deserves to die?

What about the other species that you don't
yet know about? While you are driving home tonight on
those mles of asphalt and concrete, think about the
i npact those urban waste drains have on the species,
washing its toxins into the river every tinme it rains.

Thi nk about what life will be like after
t he Endangered Species Act has forced you to tear out
the freeways and bridges to save the species. And if
you are real quiet while you contenplate these things,

you nmay be able to hear the sighs of relief of al
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t hose other species that surely would be pushed
towards extension if you insist on playing around sone
nore with the river system

Thank you for the opportunity to comrent.

MS. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Jake

Were you on this afternoon's sign-up sheet?

MR LOU KNESEK: | have been here
si nce noon.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG ~ Cone on up.
Sorry. | thought he was the |ast one.

MR. LOU KNESEK: | name is Lou Knesek,
and | have been a resident in Washington since 1963.

I have had a pretty extensive thing to
present but | would like to reduce it and in hopes
that what | give you, you all will read it in addition
to what | say.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG That's a deal
Lou.

MR, LOU KNESEK: When you drive to
Portland, during the salnon harvest tine, you can
al nrost wal k fromone back float to the next and not
get your feet wet.

If fish are so scarce, why are we stil

taki ng so many of then?
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There has been an island nmade in the | ower
end of the Colunbia River which is apparently a
nesting place for birds that |ike to eat our sal non.
Why is that still there?

The dans undoubtedly cause a few sal non

to -- or small salnon to be killed going through
turbines. | would like to address sonething that |
believe is a solution to this. | amjust one poor guy

in the mdst of lots. And | say, how can this fish
mess we find ourselves in be resolved?

I have a few suggestions. Revisit the
treaties with our Indian neighbors concerning fish
harvest. Let themtake all the sal non they can eat
but not sell to others. Reduce commercial and sport
fishing in the Colunbia R ver and Snake Rivers to a
sufficient time until the salnmon runs increase to
rebui | dabl e | evel

Elimnate all foreign fishing within a
t housand m | es of our shores. Renbve nmannmade nesti ng
sites al ong our Col unbi a- Snake Rivers whi ch harvest
predators to our juvenile salnon. |nprove the
collection and transportation of salnon snolt down the
river. Inprove screening initial diversion of the
fish, discourage them from going through them

| as a small business owner woul d be
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hesitant to spend huge anmobunts of noney on ny farmfor
i mprovenent which the people | would get it fromcould
not guaranty it would work. And so far | have not
heard anybody guaranty that taking the danms out is
goi ng to nmake this work.

I would Iike to propose that the people who
are advocating this, special interest groups, the
Friends of the Earth, the Audubon Society and all the
ot hers, and our Indian neighbors, take their hones and
tribal |ands and put themin an escrow account, that
if this operation goes through and they don't work
that we get reinbursed for our |and which we will not
be able to have any use for.

Thank you all

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much.

I want to thank everybody that cane today
at noon and joined us for the entire afternoon. You
really hung in there with us. | want to thank you for
your cooperation in helping nme help everybody to get
t hrough the process today.

We realize that we are 20 m nutes beyond
6:30 at this point for the folks that have cone for
t he eveni ng session.

I think we mght need to take a ten mnute
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break here for the folks on the panel who have not
been able to have a break for many hours now. So we
are going to run off into the adjoining roomfor a
monment, and we will start back pronptly at seven
o'clock, so | amsorry to delay it a little, and thank

you for your understanding.

(6:50 p.m)
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STATE OF OREGON )
) ss.
County of Umatilla )

I, WlliamJ. Bridges, do hereby certify
that at the tine and place heretofore nmentioned in the
caption of the foregoing matter, | was a Certified
Short hand Reporter for the State of Oregon; that at
said time and place | reported in stenotype al
testi mony adduced and proceedi ngs had in the foregoing
matter; that thereafter nmy notes were reduced to
typewiting and that the foregoing transcript
consisting, of 217 typewitten pages is a true and
correct transcript of all such testinony adduced and
proceedi ngs had and of the whol e thereof.

Wtness ny hand at Pendl eton, Oregon, on

this day of April, 2000.

WlliamJ. Bridges

Certified Shorthand Reporter
Certificate No. 91-0244

My certificate expires: 10-31-01
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