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MS. JESSI PHELPS: We will begin by
allowing five of our elected officials a brief word.

Thank you in advance for your consideration
and assistance in making this a fair hearing for
everyone who has taken the tinme to be here and to
comment .

So, with that, we'll start with our elected
officials. Ted Smith, Barry Brackman, and Dave Beebe.
And you know who you are.

I would like to apologize. |If | say your
guys' name wong, please let me know | amtrying to
do ny best here.

MR, TED SMTH. M nane is Ted Smith
the Mayor of Petersburg. | thank you for the
opportunity to testify on behalf of Petersburg and
sout heast Al aska in general

I think ny comments will be a little nore
personal than your statistical ones that you just
presented to us.

| certainly do not profess to know the
solution to the Snake River Chinook sal non probl em

But 1'm a hundred percent sure that
attacking and effectively destroying the southeast
Al aska troll fishery is not your answer. This problem

was created by the federal governnment's decision al ong
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with the states of Washington and Idaho and Oregon to
drastically nmodify the Col unbia and Snake Rivers by
buil ding a series of dans at the expense of the sal non
species. | believe this happened as | ong ago as the
1930s.

VWi | e Al askan fishernmen, State of Al aska
Fi sh and Gane Departnment, southeast Al aska comrunities
have done an exceptional job at managing our wildlife
and wild salnon fisheries, it seens all the federa
government can offer is a fix for their Northwest
decreasi ng sal nmon population, is to limt Al aska
fisheries.

Starting in the early 1980s the sout heast
Al aska troll harvest has been drastically reduced to
protect salnon fromthe Col unbia and Snake Rivers. In
the early 1990s king sal non fishing was inplenented to
protect Snake Ri ver Chinook sal non.

The results of these reductions and quick
fi xes have produced no significant change in the
recovery of Snake River Chinooks.

In fact scientific studies indicate that of
all the southeast Al aska fisheries, they are
responsi ble for no nore than three-tenths of one
percent of the human-induced nortality of these Snake

Ri ver Chi nook while 95 percent of the nortality rate
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of these Chi nooks are caused by dans on these rivers.

Whoever believes that destroying the
sout heast Alaska troll fleet and disrupting the |ives
of thousands of southeastern Al askan fanilies that
depend on wild fish will save the Snake Ri ver Chi nook
sal non, despite scientific studies to the contrary in
nmy opi nion have proved once again there is no known
limt to the depth of human stupidity.

Thank you for your tinme and patience.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Ckay. | just
want as to remind you that the first bell you wll
hear will mnmean years a mnute |left, and then the
second bell will nean that your three minutes is up
So | have Barry Bracken.

MR. BARRY BRACKEN: Good eveni ng.
Thank you for the opportunity to coment.

My nane is Barry Bracken. |I'ma retired
fisheries biologist, as well as being a nenber of the
City Council. | will give you the short version.
think a lot of it has been said. | am kind of
preaching to the choir here.

As you all know in the 1930s residences of
the Northwest began a journey of no return,
sacrificing a natural river systemfor cheap power,

fl ood control, and irrigation.
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At Bonneville Dam the |lowest in the
Col unbia River, and the first to be conpleted, the
fish pass was an afterthought. That's just really
frightening to me.

Grand Coul ee, which was conmpleted in 1942,
bl ocked all upper river passage of salnonids to the
hundreds of miles of spawning habitat in the upper
Col unbi a Basi n.

Subsequent abuses, including industrial and
agricultural pollution, stream side grazing, |ogging
on tributary streans, filling and devel opnent of
critical estuary habitat and channelizati on have taned
the rivers, destroyed their natural ability to produce
sal mon.

After decades of warnings it has now becone
wi dely accepted and pai nfully obvious that hatchery
mtigation will never replace natural production.

Al aska shoul d be appl auded for its success
in conservative managenent, not puni shed because of
habi tat degradati on and managenent abuses further down
t he coast.

A quote | heard recently probably says it
best, it's a sad commentary in resource nmanagenent
when the safest way for salnon to travel down the

Snake River is by truck.
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And there again we've got salnon traveling
by truck so that we can have grain traveling by water
It seens to be pretty ironic.

And | don't believe that a few nonths of
political wangling or maneuvering is going to reverse
70 years of habitat abuse and m smanagenent of the
sal mon stocks in the Northwest.

If the federal agencies are really sincere
by a inmproving the status of the Sal nbn resources in
the Colunbia River system | suggest that you take
maj or steps to reverse the habitat degradation in that
system

And | just recently had an opportunity to
| ook at the H paper, but it looks to nme |ike fromjust
a prelimnary review, that Alternative A the dam
breachi ng, woul d probably be the nost effective. But
Al ternative C, aggressive nonbreach, appears to be the

nost political acceptable.

And that will end ny comments. Thank you.
MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Berry.
Next we will have Bill Trenbley and Sheil a
McFadden.
MR Bl LL TREMBLEY: | have nore
handouts to you. | amBill Trenbley, Councilmn here

in Petersburg, and | appreciate the opportunity to



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

speak to you.

In front of you this evening you will note
there was a McDowel | study group that was done for the
comunities of Ketchi kan and Rangal and | think sone
ot her local communities down there. These were just
provided to the council a short tine ago, and
t hought they were sonething you should consider in the
i mpacts or potential inmpacts to southeast conmunities
in the decisions that may affect further reductions to
our econonm c benefits here.

Along with that 1'm also providing you
anot her cause and effect kind of a thing, which is the
recent decision by Undersecretary Lyons on the Tongass
| and managenent plan.

I would not only advocate but | would
i nsist that you start with some of those studies to
work on the econom ¢ analysis and the inpacts that may
occur based on the alternatives that you are providing
here. You need to be specific.

Down south you have an opportunity where
you have di spl aced workers or a |longer distance to go,
you can go sonewhere, trail, road, whatever.

Up here, we are on an island, folks. If we
don't have the econony here, we have no place to go

except off this island, probably out of this state.
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You need to be specific with the inpacts of the |oca
economn es.

And in that, too, you know, we've seen not
only the reductions of, let ne go back, in 1990 we
were harvesting as nmuch as 350 million board feet off
of federal |ands.

This new plan says we nay be able to do up
to 150 million board feet. However, we still have the
wi | derness issue pendi ng, which would further degrade
the econom c basis of this system

Okay. Tongass national forest is the size
of New Jersey. Get that in your mind. Population, if
you know anyt hi ng about the Pacific Northwest, you're
fam liar with Husky stadium You could fit the entire
popul ation in Husky stadiumand invite quite a few
friends al ong, too.

Not many people, fragile econom cs, and we
need you to pay attention to them Part of the basis
of the analysis also points to the fact that you have
an increasing tourismand fishing, viable fishing
i ndustry to help sustain the econom cs here.

That won't happen if we can't catch fish.
80 percent of the tourismthat we have in this area
are on the big boats that float through, |ook at

scenery, and |leave. That's not what generates an



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

econony. They have to stop here, spend sone tine,
spend sone noney. Looking at scenery won't generate
that nmoney. They need to stop and do sonething, which
fish will do.

As a part of any mitigation that you may
have to discuss or consider, while you're talking
hat cheri es down south, we have a | ocal hatchery here
produci ng Cohos and Chi nook.

You say we can't afford to have a fishery
here because we have to protect the Snake River
hat cheries and the fisheries down there, that's fine,
I woul d suggest that part of the nitigation would be
i ncludi ng the cost of running the operations here at
our local hatchery to provide us some service

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Bill.
Okay. And Sheila MFaden.
MR, SHEI LA McFADEN: Thank you very

much, and thank you for com ng

| don't know where you'll send this, but |
can only appreciate the wealth of your know edge and
the work that you have done for us. And you are the
ones that are going around doing this. | assune
you're doing it in Washington State, |daho, down

t here.
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We need sonething fromyou guys, and that's
that when you tal k about the people in the Tri-Cities,
Lewi ston, Walla Walla, you know, it's only an accident
of fate that what happened in Washington state and the
danms hasn't happened here. 1t's nothing we're al
personal |y responsi ble for

We lucked out. We did. And the history is
slow for things to change up here, that it wasn't for
down there. But Al aska has done its part, as you
know, seriously, fromthe get-go, on our fisheries,
and we need people like you to travel with this dog
and pony show on this very inportant subject, to |et
those people know that this isn't Alaska, this is the
United States of Anerica, a state called Al aska.

W're with them We have done our part and
seriously done our part. And | understand when a guy
goes to the stream where his grandfather fished and
can't get a salnmon and he | ooks at us, oh, they've got
zillions.

You know, the short picture doesn't | ook
good. But you are the people who are in the position
to be ambassadors for the reality of the situation for
us, and 1'd like to encourage you to do that for us.
It's what we need, really listening to this, nobst of

all, because, now, this is probably a 95 percent
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experts room these people here in Petersburg know
what they're tal king about.

But we're not going to be there in Walla
Wal | a when the B.S. conmes up or the instant solution
the knee jerk reaction as to the probl em between
Al aska and the fish and what's going on in the States
down there.

So, you could do this for us and we'd
really appreciate it, because we don't have the neans
to do it. And we have been doing as good as we can.
We still want to do as good as we can, you know. \When
it gets down to whether we breach or not, you know,
yes, | can see already you guys know fromthe way you
tal k, the nobst reasonable alternatives.

You know, this didn't happen overnight,
it's not going to be solved overnight. But we can't
conmuni cate our side, and it would be wonderful for us
if you would in your neetings.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Sheil a.

MR. RUTTER: Just as a matter of
interest to people, is that nessage will be carried in
a variety of ways, but Peter Burke has the distinction
of having the last of our 15 or 16 of these neetings.

So you' ve got our ear, the |ast.
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MR. WADDELL: So whoever's the |ast,
you're on the spot.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Are there any
other effected officials? Al right. Wth that, we
will start the public coments.

Al so, if you guys have your comments that
you've given orally in witten form we would |ike a
copy of those. That way the court reporter can, you
can pass themout to the court reporter and he can
make sure that it's all transcribed.

Okay. Wth that, we have Suzanne West, Kim

Bet zi na, and Dave MFaden.

Suzanne?
MS. SUZANNE WEST: Okay. | have
two, | have mne and | have that of Ed Wod, who is on

a fishing vessel, Tallen.
Hs is, | have salnon fished commercially

i n southeast Al aska since 1964. During this tinme |

have willingly accepted nunmerous cuts in nmy harvest in
t he name of conservation and will continue to do so as
needed.

Unfortunately sport fishernen and their
gui des in both Alaska and Canada have only
sporadically contributed a conservative effort.

Meanwhi | e the Col unbi a and Snake River dans have
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remai ned the only obstruction for both outm grating
snmolts and returni ng spawners.

Where is the rationale in renoving 50
percent to 75 percent, even 100 percent for that
matter, of our harvest so that 13 Chinook sal non can
spawn in |daho?

This is a very minor contribution to Snake
Ri ver conservation, but has an extrenely negative
i rpact on my incone and lifestyle. Should this
reducti on happen and the danms remain status quo, then
it would be totally unconscionable to not be
financially conpensat ed.

This is the first tine in nmy fishing career
that | have felt justified in taking this position for
conservation.

And ny comment is |'m considering the Snake
and Col unmbia River danms 95 percent fall Chinook sal non
nortality rate. It is beyond conprehension to even
consi der southeast Al aska for further reductions.

Sout heast Alaska is not the culprit as it is the
sout heast catch is to repeat Snake River Chinook
sal mon according to data fromthe O egon Departnent of
Fi sh and Game.
Reduci ng the sout heast Al aska harvest

| evel s 50 percent, 75 percent or even 100 percent for
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a period of up to ten years will not save the Snake
Ri ver Chi nook sal non.

Fish and dans are not environnmentally
conpati ble. Yes, attenpts have been nmade with barging
smolts and installing fish | adders. However, fish
need river current and habitat to survive. Hydropower
dans off neither. Reducing the southeast Chinook
sal ron quota 50 percent or 75 percent will unlesh
addi ti onal financial hardship on the comercia
fishing fleet and crew, their canneries and staff,
sout heast Al aska communities and the state of Al aska.

Bonnevil |l e Power authority and the federa
government shoul d be held accountable for conpensation
to sout heast Al aska conmercial fleet and the state of
Al aska for these |osses.

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Suzanne.
Ki m Bet zi na, Dave MFaden, and on deck is Al exander
Behdry.

MR. KI M BETZI NA: My nanme is Kim
Bet zina, and | represent nyself and ny famly. | just
wanted to cone and |l et you know that the trollers, |
have been trolling since 1983, and we've carried the
burden for many, nmany years, and nade a | ot of

sacrifices.
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It's hard sonetinmes to make a busi ness
deci si on whether or not you even can participate
wi t hout knowi ng whet her or not you're going to be able
to fish as nuch as 24 to 36 hours before our summer
season opens, and we've al so had seasons as short as
three and a half days.

So we've carried the burden, we've made the
sacrifices. So please make the proper choices for us.

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Kim
Dave M:Faden.
MR. DAVE M:FADEN: My nanme is David

McFaden, and | was a troller from 1980 to about 1993
when | started ny ship weck business. From being a
troller and being a active in troller's
or gani zati ons, .

| amwell aware of the conservation cuts
that the trollers have taken. [I'mnot going to
reiterate what we all know, the short seasons, the
smal | nunber of affected fish that are represented hy
our not catching thousands of fish.

Basically, I"'mjust going to cut to the
qui ck and say that you should consider Alternative A
very seriously, but | see a deficiency here, | do not

know why you don't nmaxim ze the inpact and in addition
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to the things you had here, instead of having you
continued currently plan hatchery program why don't
you increase your hatchery conservati on prograns? Wy
don't you take all these various things, other things
that you can do, sone of these options, increase this,
do alittle more of this? Wy not conbine all those
in addition to breaching the dans and nake a really
effective option. Okay?

Just forget about this one that asks, this
m nimal result and maxi mum i npact to the fishernmen and
the economi es of southeast Al aska.

This does affect everyone. This affects ny
busi ness, even though I'mnot a fisherman right now.
If they have a 50 percent reduction

Anyway, thank you very nuch.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Dave.
Al exander Behdry, Carl Cronme, and on deck will be Mark
Hof f man.
MR.  ALEXANDER BEHDRY: My nanme is

Al exander Behdry. | ama troller here in Petersburg.
| have to say first that | cane from Oregon, and
remenber how National Marine Fisheries treated us in
Or egon.

Their idea of conservation is there was

take the troll quota away, and let the | ake fishery
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use it as catch. So I'mfamliar with your procedures
in the past.

In 1995 | was here in Ketchikan, and you
peopl e cane to Ketchikan and told us you wanted to
take a hundred thousand of our kings then, so that we
could help the Snake River fish. The Governor at that
time said that was unacceptable, and it didn't happen

Well, after that point in time | wonder how
i mportant these Snake River fish are, because at that
point in time, in 1995 California, in their
commercial troll fishery, caught 679,000 kings. Up
here in Al aska we catch quite a few | ess than that,
because of our treaty and so forth.

So | have to ask, if it isn't necessarily
for California or Oregon, who have been catching quite
a few nore kings than we have in the past, and been
allowed to do so quite seenm ngly unrestrai ned, where
we have the treaty to go through and we're kept at
speci fic nunbers, and specific areas and | ocati ons
where we are allowed to fish so that we don't inpact
other treaty fish that we're allowed to catch, it
seens to me that if those people down there care as
little as they do, or their fishery nanagenent people
do, then it shouldn't be given to us as a solution

We should not be penalized for this state's
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ability to raise fish, to maintain stocks, and to do
the type of things that they've done in the past. W
shoul d not be held and given these fish down there so
that we solve the inequities of various states in
di fferent | ocations.

Thank you very much.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you,

Al exander .
Al right. Carl Crome, Mark Hoffman, and
Dan Hi ckman.
MR. CARL CRANE: | am Carl Crone.
I'"'m 41 years a fisherman this year. | started on the
tuna boats in San Diego in 1960. | have been here

since 1970. Most of ny salnon fishing is, well, 30
years of gill nets, 25 years as a seaner, and about
three or four years as a troller.

In response to the question that Dan had a
whil e ago when he said it's basically share the pain
inthe early "70s | trolled probably 250 days a year
In the sumer fishery at least, trollers are fishing
about 11 days now.

So | think we share considerable pain
al ready.

| started witing letters to politicians on

this issue at |east six or seven years ago. | see a
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terrible discrepancy this evening in sonme of the
figures years given ne and sone of the figures | get
in other publications. As to the amount of fish that
gets through the danms, as to what our contribution
woul d be or wouldn't be if we stopped fishing
altogether. And | don't know what to make of that.

Basically, as so many people already said,
I think we've suffered enough. Especially the
trollers. And | don't think it's reasonable to share
t he pai n approach

That's it.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Carl.

Mar k Hof f man, Dan Hi ckman, and Scott Fil e.

MR. RUTTER: | want to take a nonent
to clarify sonething. | did not suggest that cutting
Al aska's fishery was ny view, | haven't expressed such

a view, of what's fair as far as sharing the pain.

I was responding to the question, what
argunment woul d anybody use to cut, and that's the
argunent that sonebody el se woul d use.

MR, MARK HOFFMAN: My name is Mark
Hof fman, and |I'm here to represent myself and ny
famly, wife and children.

The first thing | would like to say is |

think it's totally socially irresponsible, whatever
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acti on happens, whether you cut our harvest or whether
you wi pe out the dans or whatever.

You know, the dams and stuff were built for
a purpose, starting, as people said here in the '30s
and it was for a reason; fighting a war, feeding the
country, so forth.

But no matter what happens, sonebody's not
going to get the fair end of the stick

But the whol e issue here is taking care of
the fish, is my understanding, ESA is to protect that
resource.

Currently there's mllions of dollars spent
to truck fish and to barge grain. To nme it kind of
makes sense that you go back and | et Mther Nature
take care of the fish, and we can take care of the
grain.

There were railroads and stuff built and a
| ot of those have been di sassenbl ed or, you know, not
used anynore, because it was cheaper to take the stuff
by water than it was to take it on the rails.

There's evidence, you know, those dans, the
last built dam was conpleted in 1976 or 1975.

You know, there was evidence way before
that that the stocks were being, you know, getting

weaker and weaker and weaker all up and down the
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Col unbi a system yet the dams kept being built.

I kind of get the feelings you guys realize
that taking it out of our hides isn't going to save
the fish, that something is going to have to be done
on that end.

| think everybody in southeast here, at
| east the mpjority say, we've done our part, Alaska's
got great fisheries managenent, and, you know, you can
take that to the bank as far as |'m concerned.

The Tri-Cities area, if you breach the
dans, it will be a redistribution, |like you guys were
tal king about. That's just all part of life. But
you're trying to protect these fish.

There's a lot of things that you guys have
di scussed. One of them was taking the dans out.
There's predators. There's sonmething | never heard
about here tonight, there's predators al ong that
system there's pike and bass, all of these other
stuff. These fish are getting sucked up not just by
the dans, but the other stuff that's created by the
dans.

In 1985 when the U. S. and Canada signed the
treaty, they said there would be a hundred thousand
nore king salnmon in our fish hulls by 1998. W have

seen continued reductions.
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| believe that if we're taking off the fish
for ten years, we will never see a chance to go out
and harvest king sal non agai n.

It happens tinme and time again. You take
stuff away and they say, oh, they're insignificant,
and you starve to death in the neantine.

I think Al aska should take no nore
concessions. W have done our part and it is tinme to
give the fish back their habitat.

Al askans won't stand for anything |ess.
Last thing | would |like to say is railroad the grain
and the feed, not Al askans.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Mark

Dan Hi ckman, Scott File, and Jay Dall

MR. DAN HI CKMAN: Ladi es and
gentlenen, ny nane is Dan Hicknman. | have been here
for 25 years as a conmi ssion fishernman.

I don't have a prepared statenent. And
just wanted to take the tack of urging you people to
realize that generally speaking, and |I'm sure you've
al ready picked this up in the neetings you have
al ready attended, that no matter what Al aska fisheries
do, there is a consensus that w thout conplete
restoration of the habitat, ecosystens, damrenoval,

whatever it takes, we're not going to solve the
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pr obl em

| urge you people to nmake recomendati ons
in all your neetings, upcom ng neetings with the
federal agencies, various federal agencies involved,
to not get involved in Band-Aid nmanagenent. Because
it's not going to solve anything.

We' ve been through this hundreds of tines,
in the treaty process, as Larry can renenber, we've
done this and studied it and kicked it and stonped on
it and noved it around from agency to agency, from
state to state, and we've solved nothing. Alaska's
al ready made contributions to the Snake River falls,
in reductions in their fisheries, and we've sol ved
not hi ng, because we don't have the cooperation

Al we did was reallocate fish, between
either state, province or Tribes or whatever. | guess
my total statenment is, do not get involved in trying
to make short-termdecisions. This is going to cost a
| ot of noney. It's going to affect a lot of people in
the areas down there where the systens have been
dest royed.

Trying to solve the problem by taking a
bl anket -- making a bl anket policy that affects people
whose total survival depends on natural resource based

econony is not responsible.
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Thanks.
MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Dan
Scott File, Jay Dall, and again,
apologize if | don't get your |ast nanme right, and
Stan Hjort.

MR JERRY DALL: | think Scott
left. But I'mJerry Dall. | don't want to
regurgitate a whol e bunch of information you just
heard, but | just want to put emphasis on that, you
know, the nortality rate, 90 percent of the outgoing
salmon are killed in the dams, 66 percent of the
returning adults.

| mean, the nunmbers are there. |It's
pretty obvious. | just hope you put those nunbers
into effect when you hel p make a deci sion
Thank you.
MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you.
Okay. W have Stan Hort, John Kiazer, and
Wendel G | bert.
MR, STAN HJORT: | am Stan Hjort.
Thank you for being here. | have observed with
interest for years the haggling and | ack of
cooperation of state and federal agencies and various
ot her entities regarding the enhancenent of the

Chi nook sal non traveling up the Colunbia River to
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spawn in various tributaries, including the Snake and
WIllanette Rivers.

The one thing lacking |I've noted is that
everyone involved gives |lip service to enhancenent but
not hi ng positive gets done except to want to further
restrict Al aska's Chinook harvest.

Havi ng spent tine in Washi ngton and Oregon
the opinion |I've heard in Eastern Washington in 1994
when there was hearings about barging sal non or
drawdowns, | believe it was drawdowns, if we want a
fish, we will go to the store and buy a fish.

Has all possible in-stream enhancenent been
achi eved before using Al aska as a scapegoat? | think
not .

What about the dredge spoil island, Rice
I sl and, bel ow Astoria or Bonneville, wherever it is,
where the sea birds are decimating the juvenile
sal mon.

And | have been readi ng about this in other
sport fish nmmgazi nes. The upper Snake River sal non
right there, that would be our share probably going to
t hose sea birds.

Anyhow, solve this problemfirst before
bl am ng Al aska

Thank you.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

25

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Stan

John Ki azer or Kaiser, Wendel G| bert, and
| can't renmenber the first nane but the last name is
Coon.

MR. WENDEL G LBERT: Hello. | am
Wendel G lbert. [I'mthe plant manager of Tongass Sea
Foods near in Petersburg. W are a custom processor
of conmercial product and al so sport caught product.

And a reduction in the sport catch and al so
of the comercial troll king salnmon in this whole area
here would really inpact nmy business trenendously.

Just custom processing of sport caught fish
attributes to about 60 percent of ny business.

Anot her big portion of ny business,
probably another 10 percent anyway of ny business, is
directly related to comercially caught troll caught
ki ng sal non.

If we lose the ability to catch this kind
of fish, it would inpact ny business trenendously.

And conmercially, not just nyself but ny
enpl oyees as well, because | will not have the nunber
of enployees that | do now. And because the king
salmon is sonmething that is the earliest fishery here,
nost of that is hatchery fish that are com ng back

and it will, you know, not being able to fish them at
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all, that does nothing for our hatchery fish.

That means those aren't going to be able to
be caught either. That nmakes a big difference.

It sounds like you've done a | ot of studies
al ready on the problems down there. You' ve already
identified the problens. And it seens to ne by
listening to this that the | east of your problens is
the fishery in Alaska. And inpacting Al askan's |ike
nmysel f, having small businesses, would cl ose nme down,
basi cal ly.

We' re not making any noney now, but cutting
of f another leg would really topple the whol e thing.

So, | encourage you to use those reports
that you've already got to identify your problems and
sol ve them in-house, stop fishing in the rivers.

One of the statenents that you nmde, the
Nati onal Marine Fisheries agency, that if you stop
fishing those fish conpletely in the river, it would
sol ve nost of the your problens, including bypassing
the dans, would al so conpensate for that, by just stop
fishing.

We | earned that a long time ago in Al aska.
You don't fish themin the river unless you've got
nore than you can handl e.

But that doesn't seemto be the case down
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t here.

| know there's a lot of issues with the
natives involved down there. | think sonme
negoti ations are in order, though. |If they want to

save what fish are there, they need to start taking
that into consideration.

Catching fish down there in the river for
your own use is one thing, but catching fish and
selling them for your own personal gain is sonething
el se entirely.

Thank you very much.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you,
Wendel

Okay. We have John Kiazer, TimBristol and
Cerry Morrigan.

MR, JOHN Kl AZER: My name is John
Kiazer. | have been involved in the troll fishery for
50 years now. Everybody's pretty much said what |
woul d say, | was going to say.

But when we get all done and said here, you
get your fish out of the rivers, you've got a predator
problem and it's very large, it's getting |larger by
the day, and that's the sea lions. Those fish aren't
going to get out of the river, aren't going to get out

of basins down there, and they aren't going to survive
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anypl ace, until you answer that one.

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, John.

Is the gentleman with the | ast name Coon
present ?

MR D. A COON: Howdie. | amD. A
Coon. | have been an old troller for 60 years, nore
or less, and I'd like to read a letter that's in the
Pet ersburg Pilot today. And just sort of start in
with the second paragraph because you have a copy of
the whole letter.

How did the Al aska fishernmen get into this
pl ace i s because the people in Washi ngton, Oregon and
| daho during the past 50 or 60 years or so decided
cheap hydroel ectric power and irrigation water was
nore inportant than fish on the Col unbia and Snake
Rivers and the tributaries.

This tri-state area, besides getting cheap
electricity, sells it to California and the mllions
of dollars earned and saved is kept in this tri-state
area.

They have turned a deaf ear to any
conmpl aint regarding fishing as if the dams had not hing
to do with the decrease in fish runs and this lie told

over the years has becone the truth in this area.
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They, having to bl ame soneone for the
decrease of fish in the Colunmbia and Snhake River,
zeroed in on the Alaska trollers who were catching al
the Colunbia and Snake River fish and where the whole
caused a catastrophe. They don't nention that
hundreds of |ndians and who knows, sone whites, gil
nets the whole river between the dans and actually
catch king salnmon that alludes the predators in the
open ocean. Especially seals and sea lions that are
carefully protected by our federal governnent.

That doesn't give a damm about the dans or
the fish. Four dans in |Idaho being renoved isn't
going to solve any problens at all as the mgjority of
the spawners are caught en route or killed by the dans
before they even find the Snake River.

Interestingly enough, the failed denocratic
candidate, Bill Bradley, |ast week was even trying to
get votes by elimnating the El waw Dam as a vote
getter. This probably won't happen as the lake is
surrounded by many sumer homes and by people with
political ties.

The only way the Col unbi a and Snake Rivers
are going to have sal non runs again of any
significance is to remove all the dans in both the

Col unmbi a and Snake Rivers and get |ots of hatcheries
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going to replenish the lost runs of fish.

And we all know that this is not going to
happen.

So the Col unbi a and Snake River problens
are theirs and the Al aska king and coho runs belong to
us in Al aska, and we shoul d nmanage them wi t hout any
i nput by Washington State, Oregon and Idaho fisheries
experts. They made their own bed and we should | et
themlie in it.

| really have a solution or two to the
problem | think that you ought to charge the power
users in Washi ngton, Oregon, ldaho and California a
hi gher rate so they are paying |like we pay here, |ike
ten cents a kilowatt.

And with the mllions of dollars generated
fromthat, they can fund all these hatcheries.
Actually, they can fund hatcheries in Al aska so they
can get eggs to use in all these hatcheries.

And | was thinking that it would only be
bel ow the first dam But actually if you can
transport the fry anywhere along the river, you should
have hatcheries all the way up and down the Col unbi a
and Snake and transport the fry bel ow the | owest dam
and then you woul d have the problem solved for getting

killed during their transit to the ocean
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MS. JESSI PHELPS: Woul d you
pl ease - -

MR, COON: Is ny tine autopsy?

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Yes.

MR, COON: The second bell run?

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Yes.

MR. COON: | can't hear it. |I'm
deaf, too. | want to read three nore itenms here. |'m

ol d and deaf.

We should elimnate the seals and sea |ions
in the river as any salnon that gets as far as Astoria
probably is going to nake it all it all the way up
And it's an interesting thing. Qur representatives,
Representative Young was saying he didn't think the
dans had anything to do with the decrease in the
fisheries.

Now, | think that's a strange thing for him
to say. But that was on the Tuesday news.

The dans are the problem and nothing el se.
And the bureaucrats should start to see what the
situation really is.

And | thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you.

TimBristol, Jerry Mrrigan, and foll owed

by a ten m nute break.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

32

MR, TI M BRI STOL: My name is Tim
Bristol, and | am here fromthe Save Qur WIld Sal non
Coalition. |It's a coalition of conmrercial fishing
organi zations, |ower 48 and up here in Al aska.
Supporting Alternative 1, or Alternative A the
i medi ate breach option. | think it has the best
chance of success for bringing back in particular the
fall run of Chinook, the ones that Al askans are on the
hook for so to speak

I think people need to keep in mnd that
the reason we're here is because the other options,
these technol ogi cal fixes, hatcheries, they just have
not worked.

One thing when you are tal king about the
econonics of these thing, you need to incorporate the
three billion dollars that's already been spent over
the last 25 years, nmoving fish around danms. | think
it"s really nore to use history as a guide here. And
that it's dans and habitat degradation, and buil ding
these ineffective technol ogical fixes have got us to
this point now.

I think alternative ones makes the nore
sense, and | don't think those dans do anynore.

Al aska recently signed the Pacific Sal non

Treaty, and we gave up fish, and in exchange for us
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giving up fish, the Northwest agreed to safe passage
of fish, and right now the Northwest is not living up
to their end of the bargain.

And | would just ask the Northwest to do
so, and guarantee safe passage, and that neans
renoving, at least starting with the renoving the
earthen portion of four dans on the Snake.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Tim
Jerry.

MR, GERRY MORRI GAN: My nanme is Cerry
Morrigan and | am speaki ng on behal f of Petersburg
Vessel Owners Association with 62 conmercia
fishernen and 18 associ ated busi nesses.

Mostly comrenting on the Col unmbia Basin
Al l -H paper. | only |ooked at the fact sheets for the
Draft EIS and | was a little over awe'd when | saw the
tabl e of contents was 31 pages | ong.

And | would like to ask for an extension on
the draft study on the drawdown for John Day, because
| think there is nore nerit to that, particularly the
negati ve val ue on fish production

I find that a little suspect, and | think
havi ng an extinction on that period, that would be
hel pful .

Most of the comments will be on Snake River
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fall Chinook but | can think Al askan fishermen should
be aware, and nmmybe nobre threatened in the future by
the other ESA listing, the upper Wl lanmette spring
Chi nook in the future.

In ny mind it is questionable whether that
is an evolutionally significant unit because part of
it is at risk because of extensive genetic dilution
from nonl ocal hatchery stock

In other words, if it's not a distinct
stock, I'mnot sure howit can be an ESU. It is like
cleaning up your famly tree

I would Iike to thank you for coming to
Petersburg and holding this hearing. | rmnust recognize
this hearing was schedul ed after the request by the
Governor. But nonethel ess, we thank you for coning
here.

Five years ago there was a crew of people
here with a recovery plan that at that tinme was
proposi ng a reduction of 75 percent, and got a |ot of
pl ay, and the idea was to study the dans for five nore
years.

| guess that's where we are now. And in
that testinmony Governor Knowl es said, well, he put it
best when he conpared recovery plan approach at that

time to a sign in a bar in Anchorage which said, we
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screwed the other guy and passed the savings on to
you.

Well, nowit looks like five years |ater
the major change in the alternatives is including the
dam renoval that we are breaching fromthe | ower
Snake, so we have broadened the field of who gets
screwed, harvest or hydropower.

In the past five years harvest has been
further reduced and the savings seemto have gone into
increased interdamadult loss. | really don't think
savings relate to the spawning ground. Tinme's running
out .

W will also consider to do our part
proportional to our harvest, but these alternatives
fly in the face of the recent ten-year agreenent of
the Pacific Salnon Treaty. W are for the continued
health of the wild salnmon, but | think you have
touched on it, the real neasure is,are you going to
save these fish?

It doesn't al nmbst seem practical, but then
you have to wite the ESA or your native trust
responsibility. |If you are going to save them you're
going to have to increase in-stream passage. | don't
think harvest is the answer, and | amtal king for

harvest for all sectors.
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We gave at the office. The |logica
concl usion may be to, you know, go for the breaching,
and it's a hard decision to nake.

| really don't like being put in that
position. It's kind of a Hobson's choice. So if you
are going to save it, it seens like that's the
breaching. But that's a really ugly decision as to
causi ng hardshi ps for communities down south as well

But if the choice is the dams or us, |
suppose that's one we have to make. But it al npost
seens a very difficult one.

Just in conclusion, naybe you can
reconsi der what you take out for strays. It seens
like at that point, straying is a natural part of
sal non biology. The renoval of strays as they go over
the dans, it always seenmed problematic to us in
Al aska

MS. JESSI PHELPS: We are going to
take a ten mnute break to let the panelists stretch
| just wanted to |l et you know, when we cone back, we
have ni ne nore people signed up for conments.

We will have Any Skilbred, Ed Jones and
Kris Sharpsteen well be up next. Thank you.

(Short recess).

MS. JESSI PHELPS: We have ten people
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left to give comments. So we will start with Any
Ski |l bred, Ed Jones and Kris Sharpsteen.

MS. AMY SKI LLBRED: H. M nanme is
Amy Skillbred and | amwith the Department of Fish and
Gane, and | would first like to say that Commi ssioner
Frank Rew apol ogi zes that he isn't able to nake it
here tonight and | am going to submt his conments for
the record, and then make sone brief comments.

First of all, welconme to Alaska, and Fish
and Ganme supports the fishernmen and fi shing
communities of southeast Al aska and believes that they
have made significant sacrifices to the recovery of
t he Snake River fall Chinook

We have coments on specific -- specific
coments on the different studies, and first on the
John Day drawdown. We're also asking that the comment
deadl i ne be extended on that, as the conpl ete docunent
is not yet avail able.

Furt her when this summary was revi ewed by
Fi sh and Gane biol ogists, they cane to a vastly
di fferent conclusion than the Corps, and believe that
the Corps has greatly underesti mated the possible
bi ol ogi cal benefits of a drawdown and woul d recomend
that a Phase |l study be undertaken.

Secondly, on the DEIS for the Lower Snake
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Ri ver, Fish and Gane, based on its review of the
docunents on the Corps' own assessnent and on the U. S
Fish and Wldlife Service recomendati ons believes
that Alternative 4 will provide the best benefits for
endangered sal non and offers the best chance of
restoring fish populations. That's the natural river
dr awdown.

And third, on the Al-H paper, Fish and
Gane believes that alternative B, the harvest
reductions alternative, will not recover Snake River
sal ron but would greatly affect all southeast Al aska
fishernen, conmercial, charter and sport fishernen.

Furthermore, that this cut fromb50 -- of 50
to 75 percent would not recover the fall Chinook and
woul d doi ng nothing for the spring and summer Chi nook
and st eel head.

Furthermore, Fish and Game backs the
scientific findings denonstrating that the best option
for recovery of Snake River sal non includes renoving
the earthen portions of the four Lower Snake River
dans, restoring the habitat, and increasing the water
flow.

Thanks.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Any.

Okay. We have Ed Jones, Becky Knight, and Kris
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Sharpsteen. We wi Il have Becky Knight, Kris
Shar psteen and Marilyn George.

MS. BECKY KNI GHT: H there. M nane
is Becky knight. 1'ma southeast Al aska comercia
sal mon fishing permit holder, and ny famly's incone
relies heavily on salnon fishing in southeast Al aska
and the economc vitality of our small fishing town is
directly dependent on this as well

I won't quote the statistics in great
detail, but as you know, out of 10,000 juvenile Snake
Ri ver fall run Chinook 8,000 die on downstream
m gration at the dans, or by natural causes | eaving
only 2,000, a neager two Snake River fall run Chinook
are caught in southeast waters out of those 10, 000.
The two proposed Federal Caucus

alternatives to drastically curtail harvest of king
sal mon i n sout heast Al aska are a nere Band-Ai d
solution for the massive henorrhage created by
construction and operation of the Snake Ri ver dans.
These proposals are also an affront to the
conservation measures Al aska fishermen have been asked
to endure for three decades. Not to nmention the
tireless efforts of those who have sought habit at
protection in their own watersheds.

Sinply stated, laws of the Pacific
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Nort hwest sal non runs are the price of hydropower

devel opnent there. A conscious and costly choice. 15
years and three billion dollars have been spent on

sal mon recovery efforts that did not work

The single nost inportant step you can take
now in order to restore PNWsal non run is renoval of
the dans. Not only do they degrade habitat but they
al so violate the Clean Water Act by el evating water
tenperature, and the reservoirs behind the danms, and
i ncreasi ng dissolved gases to levels intolerable for
sal mon and trout.

As you know, the |ethal tenperatures
experienced in recent years in the Colunbia and Snake
Ri ver have resulted in documented fish kills of
di sastrous proportions.

I am further not convinced that power
generation is the issue. These dans only supply about
5 percent of regional power needs and with the rapid
advent of individual fuel cells, hydropower is sure to
be a relic of bygone days in the near future.

G ven that Al aska fishernmen stand to | ose
yet nore than they already have, it |eaves ne
wondering just who the Alaskan politicians
constituency is.

And |' m di sappoi nted that the ful
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conpliment of the Federal Caucus panel was not present
at our public hearing, only NMFS, Corps of ENngineers
and Bonneville Power Adnministration were available to
hear our comment.

An addendum al so is that support of dam
renoval, |ower 48 as been overwhelmng in rural as
wel |l as urban. This point was not made during your
presentati on tonight.

And | would like to list a few of the
groups that have endorsed renoval of the four Lower
Snake River danms. Alaska trollers, Alaska Long Line
Fi shermen's Associ ation, M dnight Sun Chapter of Trout
Unlimted, State Council of Trout Unlimted, 500
Al aska fishernmen, who have al so signed on as support
of danmmge renopval, Tongass Sport Fishing Association
Al aska Marine Conservation Council, ADF&G and the port
of Al exander.

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Becky.

Okay. We have Kris Sharpsteen,

Marilyn George and Mack Holt zi nger.

MR. KRI S SHARPSTEEN: My nane is Kris
Sharpsteen, | ama troller, | live here in Petersburg,
| amrepresenting nmyself and ny famly.

Si nce Becky just nentioned Port Al exander
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Port Al exander in the 1930s was a thriving trolling
community down on the tip of Paranot Island.

That community went in decline as soon as
the dans were put on the Col unbia River.

It just so happens that was the fish that
they were basically fishing on. And they were fishing
with antiquated trolling technique.

The dans are the problem The dans and the
habi t at degradation that resulted, that is the
pr obl em

And the decision that has to be nade, are
you going to fix the problemor are you going to keep
massagi ng the situation. | have taken hits in ny
commercial fishery since the 1980s. And that has not
resulted in any increased escapenent for these fal
Snake Ri ver Chinook.

And when | hear that the Hells Canyon dans
elim nated 80 percent of the spawning habitat without
any fish passage, and the G and Coul ee Dam has
el i m nated over 50 percent of another species spawning
habitat, | think it's time to start |ooking at what
the real problemhere is, and | hope that you
seriously consider option number A as a start anyway
to bringing back some habitat for these fish.

Thank you.
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MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Kris.
Okay. Marilyn George, Max Holtzinger and George
Ment el

MS. MARI LYN GEORGE: I am
Marilyn George. A lot of the people have said a | ot
of the things that | was going to say. And | think
they said themvery well

| came to Alaska in 1946 as a troller. W
bel i eved the biol ogist when they said that it is nore
efficient to grow sal non in hatcheries where we have
96 percent survival fromthe eggs as conpared to 6
percent in the wld.

Then | noved to lIdaho in the 1960s. |
lived along the Snake River. Everyone said, we had
many sal non until they all owed |Idaho Power to build
Hel | s Canyon, Oxbow and Brownl ee dans, which had no
fish | adders.

I was happy to hear tonight that maybe they
are going to redo those agreenents and maybe t hey
coul d remake them have sone | adders on them

Anot her fell ow who worked on the dans told
how t housands of salnmon tried to get over Hells Canyon
Dam and they had to dig holes and bury them

Then | worked on the Nez Perce Reservation

when they dedicated the three dams on the Snake that
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they are proposing to rempve.

Now t he ocean goi ng tugs could come to
Lewi ston, and they could ship out all the wheat from
Mont ana, Eastern Washi ngton and Northern |daho
cheaply. They built mamoth grain elevators to hold
it until the tugs could take it out.

An ol d Indian said, we used to catch many
sal mon for ourselves, our famlies, and could even
sell or barter sone. Now we aren't allowed to catch
enough for our famlies. We' Il be put injail if we
sel |l any.

My husband |ived near Kettle Falls. His
famly went there and bought sal mon fromthe Indians
who fished there until Grand Coul ee Dam was built
wi thout a fish |adder. Then the Indians could catch
no nore sal mon. Dwarshach Dam out of Orofino, Idaho,
was going to raise salnon, but now they converted it
to steel head. The agreement was that no dans woul d be
put on the Sal non River, but now outfits are proposing
to put dams on it.

Wth the exception of the 12 years | was
south I trolled for salnmon from 1946 to '86. Al aska
has handled its sal non resource conservatively. The
Al askan trollers and sport fishernen should not be

penal i zed for the m stakes made i n Washi ngton and
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Oregon, nostly by the federal government.

I just returned from Astoria, the Corps of
Engi neers is proposing to dredge the Colunbia fromits
mouth to Portland so that even | arger barges can be
brought up to | oad grain and other supplies.

The fishermen are fighting it. This wll
be even nore -- there will be even nobre pressure to
keep the dans on the Snake to ship even nore grain
cheaper.

Renmenber the sal non.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you,
Marilyn.

Okay. We have Max Hol t zi nger, George
Mant el Paul Bowen.

MR, MAX HOLTZI NGER: I am Max
Holtzinger. I'ma troller, have been for 20 years.
But | grew up in Washington next to the Yaki ma River.
And | watched that river be depleted by irrigation
danms and smal|l power dams, some which aren't even
over, say, six foot high, just because there was no
| adders and there was diversions around themthat went
back into the rivers, that the fish tended to fall
with no screens, which now they have changed.

But | look at that situation, and as sinple

as it was to fix, and it's been that way for years,
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kept blam ng the fishernmen, and they blaned the
I ndi ans, they blaned the commercial fishernen, they
bl amed everythi ng but what the problem was.

And | look at that situation, and | ook at
the dans on the Snake River, which are trenmendously
| arger, financially a much huger project, | |ook at
the public even afraid to | ook at a snaller situation
afraid to fix that, and wonder how they're going to be
convinced to fix something that's going to cost
mllions and nmillions and nmillions nore.

And | think what we need is good press from
you guys. They will listen to you. You represent
them If you show them our side of the story, we
aren't the problem the dans are. | think we have a
| ot better chance at solving the situation

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Max.

Okay. George Mentel, Paul Bowen and
Ri chard Van Trunp.

Paul ?

MR. PAUL BOWEN: My nane is Pau
Bowen. | have been a conmercial fisherman, troller,
since 1967 to the present here in Petersburg.

| concur with the statements that were made

previously this evening, the testinony, including the
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opportunity for us to be able to testify to you.

Thanks for coming. |'mnot going to take
any nore tinme because | would be repeating nmany of the
statements here tonight.

I would like to give ny time to sonme of the
bell ringers.

I would like to say, though, in closing,
that | urge you to take south with you the concern

that you have heard tonight, and that to protect and

to restore the habitat, I mght call it the dam
habi t at .
Thank you.
MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Paul

Was George not here? Okay. Then we have

Ri chard Van Trunp, Jim Schranmek | believe, okay, and

Stacy Hjort.
MR. RI CHARD VAN TRUMP: | am Ri chard
Van Trump. |'mhere representing myself. Just a few
t hought s.
I"'ma sport fisherman. |'m a deck hand.
I'"'ma cannery worker. |'man Al askan who relies on

subsi stence fishing. And I'm |l ooking at a hand trol
permit to try to break into that fishery. 1It's an
entry level permt.

Al aska has given up a |lot of rights and
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fish to Canada, and the world. They screw up the
habi tat and such. You can pick your fisheries and
Al askans give in an effort to save their stocks.

Now this tinme it's not another country
that's attacking the state, this tine it's our own
countrynen. |'mnot sure, but it seens that the nopst
common perception that | see is Alaska is the |and of
exhaustible resources, that it's okay to take from us
since there's so nuch.

Well, I"'mhere to tell you it's not
i nexhausti ble. Look around. Fishernen grouse about
guotas and junk, but for the nost part they're willing
tolive with it so they can pass on, they can nmake a
living and they can pass on to their kids their way of
life.

Now, in the early days of Al aska, Seattle
ruled. Laws were passed, they were enacted for the
good of a few at the expense of Alaskans. | have only
been here for a couple years, but it really kind of
feels like that's happeni ng again.

Once upon a tine the people of this nation
faced simlar circunstances, with others inmposing, you
know, their will, their taxes, their whatever, and not
allowing thema whole |ot of say in their governing.

At that tinme they had a tea party. This
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time what does it take, a fish fry?

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you,

Ri chard.
Jim Schranmek, followed by Stacy Hjort.
MR, JI M SCHRAMEK: H. M nanme is
Jim Schramek. | have been an Al askan for 24 years

now, sport fished for king salnmon for 24 years. And
I'"'mnot going to repeat a | ot of what | have heard
toni ght because there were a | ot of good conments.

But what | see, | didn't get the chance to
see all of the reports, but in |ooking over the
witten docunmentation | see a rather limted |ist of
alternatives to be considered that | feel like there's
been nore detail that's not expressed, and that's
difficult to comunicate to people.

But one thing that occurred to me is it
woul d be good to | ook at, instead of renmoving all four
at once, you might think about the downstreamthree,
if there's nost of the sedi ment behind the upstream
one, and try to get nore recovery goi ng, because you
may | ose a |ot of fish because of sedi nent problens,
just disturbance that's going on while you have so few
fish around to tolerate it.

I al so wonder if anyone's considered sone

sort of a condoor type stock backup, where, you know,
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it's not generally considered a good idea to nove
stocks very far for a hatchery program but maybe | ook
at sonepl ace where you could go where there's no
possibility of dilution, and either farmrai se sonme of
these stocks that are in jeopardy and try to preserve
that stock, regardl ess of what m ght happen during the
recovery period.

It's kind of breaking some of the rules,
but if you can find a site where you can have a
hat chery where you're not mngling with other stocks,
it mght be the kind of backup that it would take to
make it work.

Definitely you' ve got to | ook at other ways
to reduce the in-stream harvest in terns of lifestyle
maybe for a period of time transportation could be
paid for these people to enjoy their lifestyle in
anot her | ocati on.

It was nentioned here about Point Baker
but I think it's worth consi dering, that southeast
Al aska has already |ost so nuch by the construction of
t hese dans.

There's a 134 pound ki ng sal nron nmount ed
down there. That entire race that used to cone by
here is lost to us. But the comments by G A Coon

think are probably appropriate.
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Look at raising the power cost down there
to match ours, and use sonme of that noney to pay for
some of the things you mght do to increase the supply
of fish.

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Jim

And our | ast person signed up for coments
is Stacey Hort.

MR. STACEY HJORT:  Thank you. M

name is Stacey Hort. | don't have a prepared
statement, but | am-- | have lived in Petersburg for
many, many years, | have a small business, bed and

breakfast, which depends a | ot on people that conme to
our town for the sport fishing activities, and al so
actually | occasionally have fishernen staying with
me.

But | just want to say that | amin support
of the alternative for the dam breach, or other
met hods like that in restoring habitat, as opposed to
further cutting into our comrercial fishernmen's way of
life, and also for, like the other guys have said
before, the fish, Alaskans have given up a lot on the
fish in the past, and | think it's tinme that we face
what the problemis for those fish there, and that we

need to seriously consider the dam breaches is the
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first step in the restoring habitat for those fish.

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Stacey.

Okay. We're through with all of the people
who have signed up.

Is there anybody el se who didn't sign up
that would like to testify?

MR, WADDELL: It's your |ast chance.

MS. JUDY BEHARY: I would like to.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Okay.

MS. JUDY BEHARY: My nanme is Judy
Behary, representing ny famly. Relatively newto
Al aska, six year resident, here because we technically
went broke on the Oregon coast.

We know nany peopl e that have | ost hones,
boats, everything that they have had, worked for many
years for.

What we felt happened down there was by the
time things got to the point that we are here, and we
spent many, many days, not just hours, but nany days
in nmeetings, we felt that the decisions had already
been made as to what was going to happen, and that the
public comrent neetings were just a formality, a |lega
formality.

| sawin a nmeeting a nman as big as Tiny Van
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Trunp on his hands and knees, begging for sonebody to
do sonething to help us not lose all of our fisheries,
which we did, and that's why we're here now.

And | personally don't ever want to see
t hat happen agai n.

Peopl e tal k about |osing their incones,
rel ocating, and learning new trades. That sounds
good, you know.

They of fered conputer school to people down
there. You know, well, you'll just have to relocate,
relearn. Well, you know, when you're 50 years old,
nore than 50 years old, those things are not so easy
to do.

And | think that at this point here, | know
everybody's looking at this really seriously, but I
t hi nk when you' ve seen happen what we saw happen, you
see how really serious it can be and how quick it can
turn very, very serious. And in a small town |ike
this, if we lose the fishery here like we did there,
it will be totally devastating.

And |'m not tal king about just
econonmically. Enotionally, physically. It is just
somet hing that we can't |et happen.

So we all need to spread the word through

the state sonehow, and absolutely put our foot down
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and not |et these things happen to anyone el se.

Thank you.

MS. JESSI PHELPS: Thank you, Judy.

Is there anybody el se who would like to
give a coment? Ckay. Jinf

MR, WADDELL: | really appreciate
you folks com ng. W have had sonme great comments
here. Got a |ot of good input.

I can say that, because this is the | ast
meeting and | personally have listened to 833 people
testify, and, yeah, there's basically overwhel m ng
support for breaching dans, but, you know, this isn't
an outright referendumor vote, but that is an
i nportant statenent of value that is part of this
public process.

And | think just for your information, we
wi |l probably receive another 100 to 200, 000 coments
in the formof a card signed, you know, stating a
preferred alternative or a course of action or
sonmething |ike that.

So, there's an enornous anount of interest
and input into this public process, and the neat part
about it, it's all public record, it's all part of the
docunent ed process, it doesn't go away, it doesn't get

lost, and it's going to be there for all the decision
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makers to use.

And even at ny level of the district where
I"'mthe first person that has to say sonethi ng about
what the Corps of Engineers does, it is part of that
process. But it also will be used, |like we said, this
ultimately will end up in Congress, it will be part of
that input to that process.

So anyway, | just want to conclude by
sayi ng that you guys have followed quite, severa
t housand peopl e before you at these public neetings,
and it's been a trenmendous turnout, and | think it's
reflective of the national inportance of this issue.
This particular issue, the Snake River dams, and the
sal mon in general, but especially these dans, has
beconme kind of a bell weather environmental issue of
this new nillennium and so there's a |lot of attention

focused on it, and | think that what the public says

will have a lot to do with the way this goes.
Larry?
MR, RUTTER: Ch, | just also want to

t hank everybody for comng. This has been an
extraordi nary four days of neetings that we have
attended, starting in Ketchikan, then in Sitka, Juneau
| ast night, and finally here. | amnore than anything

i mpressed with the quality of the testinony that we
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have received, very conpelling argunents, both based
in scientific understanding of things that the
fishermen in southeast Al aska have, and also just the
enotional tie, the cultural tie, and | can assure you
of at least one thing, that the very clear nessage
that we heard in southeast Alaska will be carried
sout h.

You won't be surprised to know that Jim and
I don't have the authority to make this decision, but
the people who do will certainly hear your message,
and it won't be diluted with anything but a very
si ngl e and resoundi ng nessage that we have heard over
the [ ast four days.

For that | really appreciate your coni ng

out, and wi sh you well. Thank you.

(10:30 p.m)
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