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MODERATOR: Before we start, we will start
with public officials today, but let nme go over how
we'll deal with the testinony. |1'mgoing to call your
name and ask you to come up to the m crophone based on
the lottery sign-up sheet. |1'mgoing to call the nane
of the person who is up next. Then the person
following them and then the person who is on deck. So
"Il give three nanes. Wen you hear your nane, if you
could, junp up and take one of these seats up here.
|'"ve got 21 public officials and 75 folks on ny I|ist
fromthe public folks, so, if you can -- you can see
that it will be very difficult to get through those
nunbers by five, so your speed in getting to the
m crophone woul d be appreci at ed.

When you're ready to speak, watch the lights
in front of you. W have a green |light that neans
speak. We have a yellow |light that nmeans you have 60
seconds remaining. And then we have a red |ight which
guess what it neans? Stop. Also with the red |ight we
have a nice bell so if you' re reading sonething you
will know that it's time for you to stop. And | will
again work with you to stop at that point.

Because the neeting is being transcribed, if
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you could state your name for the record and the
organi zation that you m ght be with, please do that
when you begin. And also if you're tal king about the
Corp's Environnmental |npact Statenent or the Al-H
If you don't know which one or you're tal king about,
we' Il be able to siphon through those things and get
themto the proper agency.

Let's begin with the elected officials. |Is
everybody up there ready for public testinony to
begi n? Yes? Al right.

For -- let ne remnd you of the ground
rules. Treat each other with respect. Try not to --
no, don't interrupt folks and please don't clap so we
can get everybody up here.

So let's begin with your elected officials.
I'"d like to begin with Harold Bel nront. Nunber two,
Steve Ruben. Nunmber three, Thomas Joseph Seni or

So Harol d Bel nont, are you here? Coul d
ask you to cone up to the m crophone? |f anybody needs
help with the mcrophone, if you would like ne to bring
it to you | have a cordless | can bring to you. So
St eve Ruben and Thomas Joseph Senior, if you could be
ready to go on deck.

>> My nane is Harold Belnmont. |1'ma

regi stered nenber of the Suquam sh tribe. | work as a
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cultural specialist and spiritual advisor. | want to
thank the Colunbia River Intertribal Fish Commi ssion
for the respect |I've received from Steve Hudson. Cut
of respect for Chief Joseph let nme say -- (speaking in
tribal tongue). 1In the spirit of Raynond Yel |l ow
Thunder, Chief Sealth, and David So Happy, let ne offer
this expression. (Singing in tribal verse).

Wat ch out child. Wtch out child. Babylon
is falling down. Falling down. Renenber who you are.
Renmenber where you are. Renenber what you are. Watch
out child.

Remenber the struggle in the spirit of David
So Happy. He was tried and convicted; sentenced to
five years in a federal penitentiary. Edwi n Meese said
that if you promise not to fish again and you apol ogi ze
for what you've done, we'll let you go. He said, "No
way. "

Let's stop the rape and exploitation of our
Mot her Earth. Think about the people and the treaty
rights and the salnmon. | hope for ny relations.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Steve Ruben
foll ow by Thomas Joseph foll owed by Tom Davi s.

>>: (Speaking in tribal tongue) Steven
Rubin. Nez Perce tribal nenber. | nyself thank you

all for being here. And to nake the decision of which
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way to go. Just as the salnon travels. 1In the early
days we had wild salnon. But now the fish are dead.
They have netal inside of their head, just |ike we do.

As the elders said, we are |ike the sal non,
we are full-blooded Nez Perce. And as we go through
the century, we change. W mx with different bl ood.
And that is the same way with the fish. They are
hat chery fish. They are not wild any nore. There are
very few wild salnons, just as there is full bl ooded
I ndians. So today we make our decisions on the sal non,
how to live, which way to flowwith the water. W
deci de how the fish shall |ive. What they shall eat.
Thank you very much.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you very mnuch. Thomas
Joseph Senior followed by Tom Davis followed by John
McMahan.

>>: | want to thank ny brothers who have just
spoken to you for being here today. | also thank al
of those people who are putting out this nagnificent
effort and all this talk about the salmon and about
this beautiful country where we reside.

I want you to go back in your mnds to the
begi nning. | heard the story about these two people
cal l ed Adam and Eve. They had to nake a choice. They

made a good choice. And that choice was that we could
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be here today. Life, I knowlI'mnot talking to
children, is always full of choices. W have to nake
them every day.

Today | hope we seriously, and | know sone of
us are contenplating a great choice that involves ny
fellow creation, Brother Salnmon. |'m honored today to
talk on behalf of M. and Ms. Salnon that couldn't be
here today. But | hope that we will recognize the fact
as we are all made by the sane creator, as we are al
brot hers and sisters because of this great creation,
M. and Ms. Sal non have the sanme rights we do, and
that is to live

We do not have the right to act |ike a god.
We do not have the right to change things the way they
are. \When we do, this will upset the great spirit our
creator. \When your ancestors first came to this
country, ny ancestor said, conme, you're wel cone here.
"1l show you how to take care of yourself. 1'll show
you how to live here. Don't take too much. |If you
have to use sonething, put it back. Don't accumrul ate.
Do not waste. Wen you do this you're no |onger
wel come.

I know the great creator is watching us
today. | know he is concerned about what we do with

the water and what we do about the air we breathe. W
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have beconme so arrogant we think that we don't make
m stakes. W as human beings today find it hard to
change and to admt that nmaybe we are wrong.

You see dams are wrong. Dans do not bel ong
in a free river. You see, when sonebody takes your way

away, you're no longer free. You do not have ability

to choose. That is illegal. W are a free people.
The waters need to run free. | know that we are
polluting this earth. | know that we have to learn to

obey law. That there is a greater |aw above us all who
rules all and we have to learn to listen

THE MODERATOR:  Thonas - -

>>: \When we no longer listen, that's when we
beconme confused and that's when this metal my brother
tal ks about nessing up our thinking.

THE MODERATOR: | hate to interrupt you.

>>: Thank you for this time. | hope we al
make a good choice, because if we don't the creator
will choose to clean it up hinmself his way. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Tom Davis, followed by John
McMahan, foll owed by Richard Conlin.

>>: CGood afternoon. For the record, |I'm Tom
Davis. Research analyst with the Washi ngton State
House of Representatives, representing the 49 state

menbers. They requested that | present the follow ng
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letter to you.

(I NSERT TEXT. HARD COPY DELI VERED TO

COWM TTEE. )

THE MODERATOR: John McMahan, Richard Conlin,
and Steve Ruben.

>>: Thank you. M nanme is John McMahan. The
breachi ng of the four Snake River dans and the fl ow
augnment ati on have very little chance for success, and
it may destroy and not help the runs in question
These are huge expenses, and are risky experinents.
You nust remenber these are experinments. Don't be
msled. Don't believe the results are predictable.
know you have nodels, but | don't believe the results
are predictable, and neither do a | ot of people. They
nmust seem certain and they are not.

From past experience of the past twenty years
we' ve seen costs of mllions of dollars and very
m ni mal benefit for the dollars spent. Sone things
work. Some things don't work. Renenber it takes about
four years to verify the results of any experinents.
The past records of the agencies and the Corps of
Engi neers, the Power Pl anning Counsel and the tribes,

it is not a success story. The results do not justify
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the dollars spent in the past.

The science should be proven. This is
difficult because of the many variables. The dollar
costs are huge, and the social and econom c inpacts are
far greater than you' ve estimated in your data

The small cities of Eastern Washington will
be forced into a death spiral. You've heard that term
before. W have no industrial tax base. All of our
i nfrastructure and operating expenses are paid by
property and sales taxes. Qur residents are public
enpl oyees, service industry enployees, and retired
i ndi viduals. They count. They are the first to fee
econom ¢ downturn due to increased electric bills and
spending in the area.

The dans are our life blood. Any breachnent
of the dam studi es shoul d be stopped and the nonies
used to identify and verify solutions that are
technically and theoretically sound.

The paraneters involved in the inprovenent
are extrenely conplex. There are no shortcuts |ike
breachi ng the dans. Dam breaching is an unproven
shortcut. |If we've learned anything it nmust be that we
should rely on science to verify the data, and don't
expect quick fixes. Thank you.

>>: Richard Conlin, Dick Zinbel man, Joseph
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Bogaar d.

>>: Thank you. M name is Richard Conlin,
menber of the Seattle City Council

Twenty years ago Congress passed the Pacific
Nort hwest Energy Pl anning and Conservation Act. W
were pronised at that tinme that there would be a
restoration and revival of salnmon in the Col unbia
River. Twenty years later the runs are little better
off, in some cases worse. Wiy is that? Because we
haven't used the science that we know is correct.

Treat the river as an ecosystem and nmeke the
i nvestments that we need to nake.

Let nme tal k about that with another river,
the Skagit. City Light has three dams | ocated around
the places where natural barriers prevent mgration of
sal ron. Twenty years ago City Light began di scussions
about its inpact on sal non, devel oped a pl an,

i npl emented it cooperatively, and nmade mgj or

i nvestnments. We're still inplenmenting and maki ng

i nvestments, and we've had results. The healthiest
Chum stocks in the | ower 48. Back to near pre-contact

I evel s. Also a stable Chinook stock, although it needs
nore work in order to recover fully.

What the Skagit proved is that it can be

done. It's possible with investnent, cooperation
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science, and commtnment. The same is true for the
Snake.

The Northwest can't afford to bypass these
four dams and not restore salnmon runs. W can't afford
the cost of extinction. Breaking tribal treaties, the
| oss of the synbol of the Northwest.

The cost is less than a dollar a nonth for
nost rate payers. Sone will have greater inpacts. The
farmers and nerchants of Eastern Washi ngton. W know
change is hard. This is about all of our futures and
that we nust commit to supporting the inpacts needed.

I think the inpacts are |ess than feared, but whatever
they are we need to address them

Ei ghty years ago we were able to fulfill a
dream but that dreamis at a price. Qur job nowis to
cover the cost of the m stakes of the dream nmake the
repairs, fulfill our responsibility, protect and
restore the web of life we're all part of. Future
generations will ask us whether we used barges or nuil
for grain. They won't ask us what it cost, but what we
acconpl i shed.

THE MODERATOR: Dick Zi nmbel man, Joseph
Bogaard, Deborah Moore.

>>: Thank you. |'m Mayor of the City of

Quincy. | feel I'mnot speaking just as a mayor but as
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an individual. By speaking to the comunity | find
that 90 percent feel much as | do. This is a drastic
nmeasure, to take out these dans. There are
alternatives out there.

I hear horror stories about how the sal non
are being killed and dunped into trenches because there
are only so much to do with those that mgrate. W've
proved we can get themup there. W have to |ook at
our jobs and communities when we're there.

Qui ncy was a desert when | was born there.
260 people, and it's a thriving conmunity now. Wthout
wat er and electricity, which these dans give us, Quincy
will beconme a desert. W're not talking about just a
few jobs on the Snake. This is not the end, if we take
out these danms, pretty quickly we woul dn't have any
water. |'mvery concerned about this.

And | hate to -- | think we have other
alternatives out there. W need to | ook at our sea
lion and seal populations. They're down there eating
our salnon. | know the Corps of Engineers is working
on this, and | appreciate this, but there are |ots of
other factors. W have rivers comng off of the ocean
just down in Oregon, there's no salnmon running up them
either. There are no dans. There are a lot of

causes. | think a lot is environmental, our
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tenperatures and so forth. W need to take a hard
| ook. We may do nore harmthan good by taking out
these dans, by the silt going down the river.

THE MODERATOR: Joseph Bogaard, Deborah
Moore, Dan McShane. Joseph Bogaard? Debor ah Moore,
foll owed by Dan McShane, followed by Mark Booker

>>. My nane is Deborah Moore. | live near
Moses Lake, Washington, and |'ma farnmer and a Grant
County Conmi ssioner. There are approxi mtely 70, 000
residents in Grant County that | represent.

Today | would like to go on record opposing
the breaching of the dams on the Snake River. | would
like you to know that not one of my constituents that |
have spoken with have been in favor of renoving the
dans. | amin favor of the All-H Papers' intent to
honestly | ook at inproving habitat, hydroelectric
power, and to aid in sal nobn recovery.

However there needs to be a conprehensive
pl an based on the best available science and not a
ri sky scheme. On a clear day | can | ook out the w ndow
of our farm house and see Mount Rainier. W have some
of the cleanest air and water in the Colunbia basin
The dans on the Snake and Col umbia Rivers provide a
cl ean and renewabl e green electricity, and efficient

transportation that allow us to enjoy our air and
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water. |If dams are removed we' |l need alternative
sources for electricity and transportati on which wll
have a damagi ng effect on the environnent.

It is estimated that 700,000 tons and 120, 000
nore railcars will be needed to transport our products
to market. Qur clean source of electrical energy wll
need to be replaced by burning toxic coal, gas, or
diesel. Wnd or solar power won't begin to make up the
| oss. Fossil fuels spew thousands of tons of carbon
di oxi de, sul phur di oxide and nitrogen oxide in the
air. These have been identified as the maj or sources
for acid rain.

The dol |l ars needed to i nprove would be better
spent by predation of birds and mari ne manmal s and
studying the inpact in the estuary and the ocean
especially since the Corps study doesn't contain any
verifiable biological or scientific data which can
prove that the renoval of the dans will restore sal non
runs.

Renoval of the danms will result in |oss of
jobs in an area already economically depressed. The
people | represent don't need another ploy to their way
of life sinply because the federal governnent is
| ooking for a quick fix to the salnon problem The

probl em can be acconplished wi thout sacrificing our
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econom ¢ future or way of life.

THE MODERATOR: Dan McShane foll owed by Mark
Booker followed by Raul Diaz. And if soneone in the
house can put the over head up for us we would
appreciate it.

>>: Thank you. Dan MShane, County Counci
menber from Whatcom county, about 90 miles north of
Seattl e.

I've witnessed over the years the slow but
steady erosion of our econom c base in the fishing
i ndustry, particularly in the Bellingham and Bl ai ne
areas. Many of ny constituents have been hurt
financially over many, many years. But | want to go
back over tinme and | think what you nentioned, Col onel
about a big picture is inportant.

| grew up in Eastern Washington. |In 1964 |
took a field trip. | was lowered into a cave and saw
some of the incredible forces that took place in those
turbines. | canme away from that, perhaps because ny
father was an engi neer at Hanford, back in the 40's and
50's, we thought with big ideas and we built sone
incredi bl e structures. The dans on the Snake certainly
fall under that category.

But | think we're faced with the same thing

today. What you alluded to is thinking in big terns.
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Thi nki ng of doing big things. So thinking about taking
out the dams on the lower Snake is thinking in big
terms. You need to | ook at the science and listen to
what it tells you and do the right thing. | believe
t hat nmeans taking the dams out. To take the courage to
do that and think big. Thank you very much.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Mark Booker, Raul
Diaz, followed by Sue Ml er

>>: |'m Mark Booker. [|I'mglad you' re here
today. |1'mone of 17 Colunbia irrigation directors.
There are ten thousand people that live in the district
| represent, all of them dependent upon Col unbia River
water. | amhere in the support of the Corps's EIS
alternate one or two with one caveat; all recovery
action nust have significant benefit. | repeat, nust
have significant benefit to sal non recovery. Wile
experiments are unacceptabl e.

In addition | oppose the breaching of the
Snake dans in both the Corps EIS and the All-H paper
And al so favor the ending of McNary Dam draw down
studies. No nore studies.

Back to the issue of wild experinents and the
reason we haven't made progress in sal non recovery.
The | argest single sal non recovery effort is flow

augnentation. It cones to the anopunt of 100 to 180
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mllion dollars each year. It accounts for about the
quarter of the total effort and there is no benefit.
Notice the overhead which will be handed in with ny
statenent. As the flow of areas in each of those
years, the survival rate stays the same. So there is
no benefit for salnmon recovery. You're wasting one
quarter of the sal non recovery effort. | don't know
how rmuch clearer it could be.

| believe it's really against the law to
waste resources. | knowit is in water in the state of
Washington. | think you should head down the road that
only shows prom se, proven areas of sal nobn recovery,
and forget the wild experinentation. The CRI | ndex
Paper that showed separate fromthe main pitfalls of
the past study, and that is based in |arge part upon
assunptions, not proven outconmes. The CRI is not worth
very rmuch at all, or maybe not worth anything as far as
maki ng decisions. It's sonmething you | ook at when
you' re thinking about going. Not when you go. You' ve
got a long ways to go.

I"'mreally disappointed in the Four-H paper
| feel that many portions of it are subprofessiona
standard. There needs to be a lot nore work in al
areas. Thank you for your tine.

THE MODERATOR: Raul Diaz, Sue MIler, Roy



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

Davis. W're doing the elected official testinony
right now. We're on nunber 12 of 21

>>: Raul Diaz. Wth the cost of the dans
bei ng breached we'll not have the opportunity to
transport our grain down the rivers. Wth farm

commodity prices already at all-tine |ow, now the cost

of transportation will even |ower the profit for our
farmers. It will affect our county, and smal
comunities. | see nore small and large farmers
failing and filing bankruptcy. There will be even nore

farmrel ated bankruptcies if the dans are breached.
Even worse is now the new congestion of our

county roads if the dans are breached to transport our

products. We're tal king about nunmbers. We'Il |ose
| i ves because of nmpre traffic, not fish. W'IlIl |ose
children, not fish. W'II|l |ose babies, not fish. A

two ton car with a full sem of grain doesn't stand a
chance on the roads. The nore traffic the nmore it will
affect Iife. Please stop fishing totally for the next
ten years for reproduction of the fish and don't close
t he dans.

This is the only scripture that our heavenly
father wote how fish were made for man, not man for
fish. Genesis one, chapter 23. And the evening and

the nmorning were the 5th day and God said let -- cattle
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and creeping things of the earth and God nanmed t he
beasts of the earth after his kind of and everything
that crept upon the earth after his kind and God saw
that it was good and God said |l et us nmake man in our

i mage and | et them have dom nati on over the fish of the
sea. And over the fow of the earth over the cattle
over all the earth and of every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth. So God created himin his

i mge and God bl essed himand God said under them-- ye
shal | have domination over the fish of the sea and over
the fow of the air and over every living thing upon
the earth.

Not one place in the scriptures does it say
the fish have donination over man. W need to work
together. As nations. W need to work together
Don't do this. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Sue MIler, Roy
Davi s.

>> | am Sue MIler, Board of Admi nistration
for Franklin County. M fellow comm ssioners and
represent over 45,000 people in the small agricultura
county bordered by the Col unbia and Snake rivers.
County residents are actively farm ng over 230, 000
acres of irrigated land. The residents will be

drastically affected if alternative four dam breaching
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is supported as a course of sal non.

The | oss of hydropower generation inpacts to
the farmi ng conmunity regarding irrigation, the
possi bl e increase in electrical rates, the inpacts on
transportati on systems and costs, and the |oss of |oca
enpl oynent opportunities nmake it inpossible for
Franklin County to support.

We do support the All-H paper which exani nes
the area of hatchery, hydrooperations, and habitat
conditions. In addition the federal governnent has
stated that strong neasures are needed in the near
future to reverse the decline of fish populations
t hroughout the region. \While there is no inmrediate or
sinple answer to this problem Franklin County supports
an approach that does not solely focus on dam breachi ng
but does focus on issues affecting the declining runs.

In additi on we encourage the continuing
eval uation of the stated alternatives one through three
and believe that four, dam breaching, would have a
di sastrous effect on |local residents. This would be a
tremendous step backwards. OQur preferred course of
action is a resolution that does not focus on the issue
of dam breaching. | appreciate this. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Roy Davis,

foll owed by Nick Licata, and Jerry WIIianson.
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>>: Good afternoon. |I'mRoy Davis. |1'ma
Port Conmmi ssioner with the Port of Royal Slope. And
I"'malso a farner east of the mountains. [|'m here
today to speak in opposition of the dam breaching.

The dans have continued to provide essentia
benefits today. |nexpensive, clean hydroelectric
power, slack water navigation capabilities, and water
storage are sone of the inportant factors that nust be
consi dered by the powers that be. Any thought of dam
breaching is ill advised. How can you naeke a good
argunent for such a stupid idea? There is little
evi dence to support such a notion. 1In fact it would
i kely have spawni ng beds buried by unrenpvabl e
sedi nent behi nd dans and woul d be washed down the
river. Thousands of acres would be effected by water
shortages, and that woul d devastate the |ives of
t housands of hard working farmfanmilies.

Qur efficient and econom cal barge
transportation system would no | onger be avail able for
use, and many commodities, including fuel, grain and
| unber products, would be nmoved by inefficient and the
nor e expensive ground transportation.

The | oss of cheap, clean, hydroelectric power
for our hones and industry would have to be repl aced

with environmentally unfriendly coal or nuclear power
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pl ants. The inpact would be far reaching and
di sastrous and nust not be an option.

If salnon recovery is the issue, ook to
factors that have conpleted the sal non nunbers. G|
netting, comercial and sport fishing using
t echnol ogi cal advances such as electronic fish finders
probably have had a nmuch | arger inpact on sal non runs.

' m not opposed to sal non recovery, but
bel i eve that breaching dams will not help the sal non
runs and would be a blow to the economc health of the
Nort hwest. Put the enphasis on logically proven
nmet hods or sal non recovery. Dam breachi ng nust be out
of the question.

>>: Thank you very nuch. Nick Licata, Jerry
W I lianson, Anthony Gonzales. And if | can rem nd you
about the rules of the side conversations and al so
respecting everybody.

>> |'mNick Licata of the Seattle City
Council. In favor of the renoval of the | ower Snake
dans.

First and forenost the liveability of our
conmunities. In the Northwest that includes sal mon and
clean water. The environnent we want our kids to grow
up in. Salnon would be part of our |ives and our kids

future.
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This is reflected in a survey we conduct ed.
W were surprised to see that all of the various
i ssues, including traffic and paved roads, saving
sal mon cane up nunber one. This secondly because of
t hat high concern there was a willingness to bear the
cost. We nentioned various costs and they all fel
within the rate that the BPA estimated. So there is
not just synpathy for the support, but willingness to
pay for those concerns.

Al so regarding the costs, we believe that
because of our |ower cost of electricity is part of the
deal of saving the salnon. This remains then that
basically there is a possibility that we could be
j eopardi zi ng our | ow econom c electrical rates.

Thirdly, we believe that basically we believe
that we're tal ki ng about sal nonids jobs. Recreationa
fishing provides thousands of jobs in large as well as
smal |l towns. We believe that restoring the Snake will
bring anywhere from91l million to 300 mllion
addi ti onal over the present econony in the form of
various activities.

And | astly we believe the scientific evidence
does support the rempoval of the danms, and that we have
the power to save the salnon in the state.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Jerry WIIliamson,
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Ant hony Gonzal es, Lee Ray.

>> |'mJerry WIlianson of the Grant County
Far m Bur eau.

Some surprising facts. The Col unbia River
enters the ocean at twice the size fromthe river.
However, all but two percent is discharged out of the
ocean, based on the U S.D.S study.

Many bel i eve based on reports calling for
full augnmentation. The reality is that the river has
doubled in size and delivers to the ocean. WAtersheds
wi t hout dans have -- (unintelligible) -- the Frazier
Ri ver and Puget Sound are two exanples. Wy all the
focus on danms?

This is an acknowl edged fact. To the
contrary there is evidence. The Ballard Locks
destroyed nmore fish than any other dans on the Snake
and Colunmbia. On those nore salnon are successfully
m grating than before they were constructed.

I daho Fish and Wldlife could establish other
sport fish industries counter to the health of sal non
runs. \What can we deduce fromthis? Salnmon efforts to
date have failed. The facts and statistics have
| argel y exonerated them

| daho Fish and Wldlife bears nore

responsibility for salnmon declining. The recognition
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of the nost significant cause is illustrated by the
foll owi ng exanples. Six are lost to ocean harvest, two
to tribal, one is by predator, and one left to spawn.
95 percent are exclusive of the dans.

It doesn't take rocket science to identify
the problem here. Comopn sense and good science were
the first casualties of the sal non debate. Analyses
based on certain wild stocks. Make up is acknow edged
and good science (inaudible) existing stocks conpared
to wild stocks. Hatchery sal nons found. The Methow
River was dammed in the early part of the 1900s. For
at least three life cycles of salnmon, they were not the
of fspring of the salnon originally spawning. This

hypocri sy by fishery agencies is unconsci onable. Thank

you.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you Jerry. Anthony,
Gonzal es.
>>: My nane is Anthony Gonzales, City of
Qui ncy.

We have approxi mately 4,000 people inside the
city limts and an additional 4,000 in Quincy Valley.
Recently there was an article in the Seattle paper that
our agricultural industry in the state of Washi ngton we
canme in number two export products in the state.

Quite frankly we have sone of the npst
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fertile ground |located not only in the United States,
but in the world, in the Columbia basin. Wheat, corn,
and all of this is supplied through irrigation water
fromthe dans along the Colunmbia River, as well as in
I daho and the Snake dams that you're studying.

The thought of breaching those dans and
|l osing that water is frightening not only to nyself but
to my constituents. Where is this going to be replaced
fronf? The City of Quincy was at one point just
scrubl and with not hing but weeds and sagebrush. After
the dans were put in sagebrush was replaced by good,
fertile ground and healthy crops.

My concern is that by elimnating this
irrigation water, nmuch of this land is going to go back
to sagebrush, and this irrigation for the crops would
be gone.

And at one point where are we? \What are
going to be the effects? Everybody in this roomis
touched by these comunities. Breachment of the dans
is a real concern.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you very nuch. Leroy
Al lison, Mke Conley, Manuel Ybarra.

>> My nane is Leroy Allison. Gant County
Conmi ssi oner and Secretary Treasurer of the Washi ngton

State Association of Counties representing all 39
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counties in Washi ngton.

Ladi es and gentl enen, esteened federal panel
thank you for the opportunity to coment. Today's
gquestion is should infrastructure built to neet new
needs be sacrificed before exploring sinple solutions,
that be at that tine enhancenment and run-specific
harvest limtations. | believe the answer is a very
cl ear no.

Your own studies to date point out that it
will be 50 years before we nay, and | repeat nay, see
an increase in fish populations if, and only if,
there's an actual inprovenment of fish returns bel ow
Bonnevil |l e dam

Thi s begs the question why are we not
focussing on the returns bel ow the Bonneville damin
the first place before such risky proposals such as dam
breachi ng?

The destruction and devastation to the
river's habitat and life along the established river
corridor, not just by the renobval of the dans in the
first year but each and every year thereafter by the
annual snow nelt event, is well remenbered by early
i nhabitants here in the Northwest, including the
tribes.

It's hard to believe that we're even talking
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about, | et alone considering, what nost woul d consider
a mgj or step backwards. | believe we need to focus on
positive steps built on sound, proven, and tested
science. Especially on the magnitude of this scale.

| believe the public deserves a nmuch nore
common sense approach to the sal non survival issue. |If
we have the technol ogy to deliver 97 percent to the
poi nt bel ow the |last salnmon on the river with a clear
shot at the ocean, then shouldn't we be asking the
si npl e question why? Common sense woul d suggest that
we face the river involved in the river estuary and the
ocean. Not turning our backs and spending tine and
efforts looking mles up river at hydropower
elimnation and transportation destruction.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | believe tine is of
the essence and we nust address sinple | ess destructive
issues first. Not actions based on unproven hypot heses
whi ch see exanples of flow augmentation which has not
proven its hypothesis.

Pl ease don't | et damrenoval be another
federal fiasco. Wth that | would like to subnit the
resolution of the Washington State Association of
Counties in favor of suspending action on breaching or
drawi ng down dans on the Col unbia and Snake.

THE MODERATOR: M ke Conl ey, Manuel Ybarra,
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Ti m Snead.

>>: Thank you di stingui shed panel. 1'm M ke
Conl ey, an el ected Conmi ssioner with the Grant County
Public Utility District Nunber Two. | live in Mses
Lake. We're hydro-operators oursel ves.

And the health and abundance of sal non that
we have in the Col unbia basin has been a primary
concern for us. For decades we've been working to
protect salnon runs for the use and enjoynment of future
generations. As | said, PUDis a public owned utility
that operates two dans on the Colunbia River. Together
these projects provide alnmpst 10 billion kilowatt hours
of energy during an average year. Mbre than enough to
supply the Seattle area

We acknow edged | ong ago that our projects do
create hazards to fish and have worked to mitigate
those problens. Each year our utility invests nearly
$50 million on sal non protection enhancenent. W're
particularly proud of the part we've played to keep the
Chi nook anong the healthiest in the basin.

Their turn-around has been acconplished
t hrough a cooperative effort through all projects,
wor ki ng with concerned federal and state agencies, and
Indian tribes. W' ve had great success using this

approach to solving sal non problens. This is one
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exanple. The effects of these processes is that
they're based on good science and willingness of all to
wor k toget her.

In contrast surrounding the Snake is
contentious, adversarial, and adrift in poor, and
often, conflicting science. This fragnmentation has |ed
to polarized positions.

W would like to go on record as being
stewards of our environment, to being successful in
enhanci ng sal non runs, supporting the use of the best
scientific information avail able, and urgi ng decision
makers to act responsibly by believing they nust choose
si des.

We oppose the breachment of the dams. This
is a radical proposal which serves as a conveni ent
di straction.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you M ke. Manue
Ybarra, followed by Tim Snead. And Timis our fina
public official. And Josephine Wight will be next.

>>: Manuel Ybarra, City Councilman for the
City of Quincy.

When | started out this whole thing | had a
speech witten up. |'mnot a public speaker. [|'mjust
an average guy, elected by people to represent them

So I"'mjust going to conme up and say what | feel
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I"I'l tell you right now, it's funny that we
use electricity up here for the lights there, we go
home and watch TV, people fromthe other side watching
TV with electricity being used -- produced by dans that
we' re considering breaching. | don't see how that
wor ks.

Now, there's sone other things | don't
understand as well. Here we call sal non an endangered
speci es yet the President, Governors, ourselves are
goi ng out and ordering salnon for dinner. Again,
somet hing beyond ne. | don't understand how this
goes.

I"mup here to tell you guys that we in the
comunity of Quincy are opposed to dam breaching. Al
of the study that the U S. Corps of Engi neers has done,
| ooki ng at the dam breachi ng aspect of the option
nunber four of dam breaching, all the facts relate to
an adverse result for everybody. People, environnent,
life styles, including fish.

When you tal k about sedinents that are going
to be com ng down the river. For five to ten years
possibly there will not be enough food so sal non can
eat and reproduce. W're going to destroy sal mon for
five to ten years. Indians who want to fish won't have

fish in five to ten years. W' re nmeking the wong
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deci si ons based on your facts. U S. Corps of
Engi neers.

Pl ease, please, | urge you, think of the
facts that you've come up with. That other people have
come up with. So that we have a win-win situation. So
we have sal nmon, clean air, and clean power. Pl ease,
urge you for the City of Quincy and the conmunity of
Qui ncy, don't take out these dans. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you very nmuch. Tim
Snead, Josephine Wi ght, Dougl as Fl etcher

>>: Good afternoon. Thank you. M nane is
Ti m Snead.

Talking to my constituents, it's very clear
to me that they're opposed to dam breaching. GCenerally
when | ask about this issue their response is are they
crazy?

I'"'mnot going to talk about the devastation
to the econony or the infrastructure to Washi ngton
State, but the damage to the environnment. To our clean
i ndustry. They produce electricity through the use of
a renewabl e resource, water

Presi dent Clinton, your boss, in the State of
the Uni on Address expressed great concern for gl oba
war m ng. Renoving dans woul d only encourage gl oba

warm ng. The | oss can be nmade up only by coal, gas, or
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nucl ear generation. It would be totally irresponsible
for the U S. Governnent to destroy dans and repl ace
themw th industries that are not a renewabl e resource
and will also contribute to gl obal warm ng

The increase with truck/rail traffic will
al so contribute to global warm ng. Wnter solar
generation will not nmake up the difference in |ost
power. Also conservation will not.

The popul ati on of the Pacific Northwest will
continue to grow. W need all the power generation we
can get. W nust consider the long-term over-al
effects. Destroying dans woul d have a negative i npact
on our environment. The governnment shoul d channe
their efforts to turbines, reduced harvest on nontriba
| ands, and working with, not dictating to, |oca
governnment on habitat restoration

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. We're going to
start with the public testinobny in just a mnute.
have one thing I need to discuss with the Col onel very
qui ckly.

Due to sone exigent circunstances here,
Joseph Bogaard who was a no-show earlier was a no-show
because his wife was giving birth and has asked for
speci al dispensation to speak now. So if you would

step up. Thank you all
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For folks in the back I know we have a | ot of
folks in the back. W have a |lot of seats up front.
For those of you back there, if you can please keep
your chatter down we woul d appreciate it.

>>: Thank you. And she was 7 pounds 1 ounce
born at ten am yesterday. (Applause) I'll be Ieaving
soon after.

My nane i s Joseph Bogaard. | represent a
Comunity on Vashon Island. |'m el ected Comr ssioner
of King County Water District Nunber 19.

It is ny believe that governnent exists to
sol ve problens. | urge you to get on with the
busi ness. As we've seen with other issues here in the
Nort hwest and el sewhere, del aying proffers greater harm
for the resource and the people.

Let me outline a few of the problens.

Probl ems you're aware of, but the audience wll
benefit. We have Snake sal mon extinct or on the edge
of extinction. W' ve spent huge anounts of dollars.
We have tried raising the antes. Abrogating treaty
obligations eight to twelve billion dollars.

I ndependent fami |y owned busi nesses, tackle shops,
commercial fishing outfits on the Colunbia River clear
to Canada and Al aska

Qur Northwest |ow cost energy is in peril
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We have |l awsuits piling up. Challenging in one case,
for exanple, farners access to water in |Idaho. And
another the violation of the Clean Water Act on the

| ower Snake itself.

We find ourselves today on a Northwest
crossroads. A synbol of healthy forest, clean water
free-flowing clean rivers, a synbol of our hone,
teeters on the edge. As a result part of us teeters
there as well.

We' ve got sone problens, but we have a
solution. No one views damrenpval as a silver
bullet. However this lies at the heart of any
effective | east costly salnon program | recognize the
transitions are difficult. Wile nmany people will
benefit, sonme will be adversely effected. Keep in view
the big picture and damrenoval wi |l nake sense.

Large trappings jobs can be replaced with
truck and rail jobs. Government has to hel p that
transition occur. But to continue to delay this
because soneone is hurt ignores all those who have
al ready been, and continue to be, hurt by this delay
and this failure of this government to solve problem
Del ay, denial, and further study doesn't make sense.
We need sal non, those dans don't neke sense.

Get on with the business of good governnent
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and of renoving the four dams, assisting people through
the transition and building a healther econony and
envi ronnent .

THE MODERATOR: Thank you everybody. That
wraps up the end of the public official, elected
official, testinmony. W'I|l begin the public
testi nony.

I"d like to take a minute to renmind fol ks
that in order to nove through this if you can keep your
clapping to no clapping. That would help very nuch.

This is the first tine we've done a lottery.
And you' ve seen them passing sone notes up here.
Apparently there's sone confusion. |[|f you have a
nunmber assi gned and you have another speaker that you
want to get in this afternoon instead of yourself you
need to let nme know that. A couple of you have this is
going to be the only session where we're going to all ow
that switching. So sone of that has al ready happened.
If you work with the neeting coordinators to nake those
changes.

Again, let me remind you. Please keep the
talking levels down. It's difficult to hear up here
when you're all talking in the back. Most inportantly,
if you're next on deck, once you hear your nane called

pl ease cone to the front so you can be in tine for the
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m crophone. No cl apping and pl ease treat each ot her
with respect.

Wth that, of course I'mhaving a hard tine
heari ng myself over the tal king. Josephine Wight,
Dougl as Fl etcher, Captain M ke Simenson.

>>: Hello. M nanme is Josephine Wight and
I"'ma Nez Perce tribal nmenber.

|'ve attended two ot her neetings discussing
wild salnon, and | enphasize wild salnon. 1've
listened to peopl e speak of |oopholes and other natura
solutions. | agree we can not solve all of our
probl enms by breaching the four |ower danms, but |
believe it's a very inportant first step that must be
t aken.

You say be certain before you make a decision
and this is only an experinent and you've told ny
people that the fishing would be protected if we agreed
to the danms. Obviously these don't work. The sal non
popul ati on continues to decline. Some concerns were
j obs, recreation, and economy. These things can be
replaced. | know it may not always be the nost
i nexpensive route to take, but if the salnmon are | ost
forever all the nmoney in the world will not bring them
back.

It is proven that breaching is not
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tremendously costly. It would be one third the amunt
for the up keep of the dans. We're still trying to pay
for the dams. There are treaties between the Nez Perce
and the U S. governnment that the fish would not becomne
extinct, and if they did we would receive

conpensation. |If you asked any Native Anmerican which
they'd rather have, it would be the salnon. They're
part of ourselves, our heritage, ancestry, and our
pride. They've been nmigrating to the ocean for
centuries. The tenperature and the current of the

wat ers guide themto the ocean waters.

But these dans slow the current and back up
rivers for mles in which these young fish can get
lost. A journey that once took two weeks now takes up
to three nonths, severely affecting the ability to
adapt to the salt water. They beconme confused and | ost
and are ease prey. | believe in the efficiency to get
to the ocean for adequate survival rates. Taking
nmont hs makes them suscepti ble to death.

The conbi ned effects to reservoirs kil
between five to fifteen percent young fish. NMbst
Col unbi a and Snake sal non must survive four to eight
dans. These will kill 80 to 95 percent of the fish
whi ch have to face all eight of them

I would also like to say that no one in the
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world can imtate Mother Nature, no matter how hard
they try. WId salnmon need their natural environment.
THE MODERATOR: Dougl as Fletcher, Capt. M ke

Si nensen, Boots Fischer.

>>: |'m Dougl as Fletcher. [|'m not
representing any organization. |I'ma retired fish
biologist. | spent 36 years in the fish business, the

last 27 with the Washington State Departnent of Fish
and Wldlife.

This is of interest because of the amount of
controversy and conflict that it's generated. Doesn't
seemthat it generated nmuch understandi ng of the
issue. This is caused mainly because of one of the
options breaching the dans.

I would like to address the issue of what's
going on with survival of the juveniles. Right now the
Corps says that between |oss to the cost of fish trying
to mgrate through the dams and fish marched past the
danms, 95 percent of each survive the Snake, and 45 to
60 percent get through all eight.

If the dans were breached, the survival is
estimated to increase fromthe previous 95 percent up
to 99 percent past the point where each damincrease
has been. This is where it gets conplicated, and

think people are losing track of what's the actua
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i npact. There no | onger would be any transportation of
t he Snake fish around the Col unbia River dans.

In other words, 100 percent would be forced
t hrough the four |ower dams on the Col unbia River.
That's some of the nost deadly area for snolts,
particularly the John Day pool. It's a bad one. So
what would the | oss rates be? You can extrapol ate
fromsome of the Corps's information. Looks |ike that
| oss woul d be around 20 to 35 percent. That's when the
fish are barged around the dam half of them So it
tells us that the best chance for recovery -- however
there's a couple of flaws in the prenise.

For one thing, two nodels used to nake the
prescriptions were based on so many assunptions that |
don't think they have nuch good ability. Also they
were based on ol der data. Using these artificially
I egal high estimates for fish nortality nakes a case
for breaching stronger and other options weaker. \What
the Corps said on this, they said the draft -- | asked,
the nodel s generated very uncertain outcones. They
also said it's unlikely that even breaching will allow
spring and sumer Chinook to recover in the fall and
Wi nter, increases by 20 percent over what it is now
Is that time?

THE MODERATOR: Yes.
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>>: (kay. That's good.

THE MODERATOR: Captain M ke Sinensen --

>>. My nane is Captain M ke Sinensen, the
Nat ural Organi zati on of Mates and Master. | amthe
voi ce of labor on the Colunbia River system These
are federally authorized channels and | know t hat
everybody knows the facts regarding this issue.
Brothers and -- Colonel may |? Brot hers and sisters
this is an enotional issue. It doesn't matter who you
are. M great grandfather was a keeper of the
Till ampok |ight house. M grandfather was allowed to
fish 265 days a year. Now we conme to this. . This
there is a mgjor canpaign snear tactics. There is a
free E-mail service. It's paid by advisors. You click
on to the TV screen. This is what | saw in the |ast
two weeks. Save our wild salnon. Little billboard.
Cl ean Water, Healthy Rivers, Help Save the Pacific
Sal non. Then there's a tab that says Free. | clicked
on it. Help Save the Northwest WId Sal non.

As you read this the fate of sal nmobn hangs in
t he bal ance. Today every run through the Snake River
i s endangered or already extinct. There is hope.
Scientists say that sal non have 99 percent chance of
full recovery. Luckily, this is affordable.

Af f or dabl e? ["I'l tell you what, | start out
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as a deck hand and I am |l abor. M negotiations put me
in this position. W sold one negawatt during peak
times of power needed by the State of California by the
Uni ted Power Trades Organization, when | listened to
Doc Casey explain his view W sold one nmegawatt for
800 dollars. How nmuch can we buy that back? What we
generated was for 21 to 26 dollars. That's a 700
percent gain. That's a good business. Salnon is an
issue and | amin course with the sal non and our
Nort hwest heritage. Let's continue onto this
m sl eadi ng bil | board.

So, now you get the big picture. And there's
a letter with nmy name because | signed on with this
advertising, has my address right there. 1It's going to
send a letter to Gore, federal agencies, we need
sal non, those dans don't nmake sense, | urge you to
renmove four danms, .

THE MODERATOR: Tine's up. Thank you very

nmuch.

>>: Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Boots Fischer Fischer, Steven
Bassett, Eric Espenhorst, | knowit's -- | have

synpathy for our reporter here and also it's hard for
us to hear.

>>: Thank you very much for allowing nme to
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talk to you. |1'm Boots Fischer, representing the
Washi ngton Grange. The Director of the Legislative
Department asked ne to cone today.

The policies of the Washington State Grange
is in opposition to breaching the dans on the Col unbia
Ri ver or the Snake. Agriculture is the |argest
i ndustry in the state of Washi ngton

The Washi ngton State Grange has approxi nately
40, 000 members. A good many of those live in Eastern
Washi ngt on depend on the water fromthe dans to provide
their farmng. It would be devastating to the
menber ship of Washington State Grange. It would be a
serious inmpact on the finances of the State of
Washi ngton and the localities that you' ve heard from so
many ot her people. | won't go into a whole |ot of
peopl e.

Anot her thing the Grange is concerned about
is the inexpensive clean power that we get fromthose
danms. It's enabled the farnmers to have access to the
supernet and have all of the things they need in this
information era to properly work on their farnms and to
conduct their business. It is a major business. It is
sonmething that's very inportant to the state of
Washi ngt on.

| think every person in here is very
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concerned about saving the salnmon. But to the

Washi ngton State are Grange and nme especially,
breaching the dans, is a knee-jerk reaction. | think
it should be a last resort if there's nothing else that
can be done. | think everything else should be tried
first.

|'ve been around the corner a couple of
times. Wth we first came in 1936, | was from Kansas,

I had never seen a salmon in ny life. Alittle town we
lived in there was a streamand in the fall it was ful
of salmon. | was in awe. They're not there now and
there are no dans ahead of it. So there's sonething
else. | don't know what it is. But there is something
el se that is causing the decline of the salnon. Thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Sara Patton? For
those of you who didn't hear, there is a tape recording
booth in the other room Please feel free to utilize
t hat .

>>. My nane is Sara Patton, head of the
Nort hwest Energy Coalition; 90 groups, including
utilities, consumer groups, renewabl e devel opers.

We're a regional coalition. W care about the regiona
envi ronnent and the econony.

Both are at risk if we | et Snake Ri ver sal non



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

and steel head go extinct. W don't know what changes
the I oss of salmon will reek on bears, small creatures,
and plants. But we know if we lose the nutrients from
the sea which salnmon bring to the Northwest, if we |ose
t hat ocean, that life, that | ook, we'll be nuch nuch
poorer.

For a much shorter period of tine the
Col unmbi a and the Snake have been affording the
Nort hwest anot her great gift -- cheap electricity.

That cheap power has been a mmin driver of our regiona
econony. It is one of our hones. It has powered our
factories and kept our stores hummi ng.

It's due -- but the good news fromthe Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers econonic analysis is that we can
afford to restore by renoving the four dans and stil
have the | ow power fromthe Bonneville Power
Administration to keep our econony thriving along with
t he sal non, trees and bears. But if we fail to save
the sal mon, other areas will have what we need to take
away our Northwest details.

Congress nenbers have al ready nade good
progress in convincing their fellows that Bonneville
shoul d sell not at cost but at nmarket rates. They'l
make failure of salnon restoration the snoking gun. So

if we fail to take effective action to save fish, we'l



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

46

| ose not only the sal non but also the cheap hydropower
on which our region econony dependents. Governor
Kitzhaber said in Septenber, if the Northwest does not
propose a regional solution, these issues will be

gui des for us. They'll be decided by a Congress that's
nore interested in the value of power than in the

heal th of our environnment.

Two concl usi ons; we need damm ng, and those
dans don't neke sense.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you Sara. Jereny
Brown, Jim Milligan and a ten m nute break.

>> |'ma comrercial fisherman. | have to
ask nyself, first off, what the survival rate is of
federal officials in this process. Salnon, apart from
all the other things, salnon nean jobs. M job. And
the nenbers of the organization fromwhich | bel ong and
ot her comercial fisherman up and down the coast from
small jobs like Morrow Bay up to Alaska. It's an
i nternational issue that affects Canadian fishermen as
wel | .

We' ve been under Endangered Species Act
managenent for ten years now. Severe conservation
management for three or four times as |ong as based on
t he best available science. W feel that the

commitment we've made is an act of faith that the rest
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of the process will continue and sal non can be
restored. And also believe that the science, the best
avail abl e science, | think the path process and the

i ndependence -- | can't renenber the nane of all the
acronyns we've seen, but it's pretty incredible
science. It's not bogus. It points in one direction

If we're going to uphold the |aw, and the
Endangered Species Act is pretty clear. |f we're going
to uphold that law, then it's time to take sonme serious
steps, see some serious |eadership. And unfortunately
for sone people, breaching the damis not an attractive
solution but we feel it is the |ast best hope we have.

I was born on a farmand |I've worked in
mari ne transportation and | have a | ot of synpathy for
the changes that those people are facing today. |
think it's i ncunbent upon us to address those issues
and nmake sure that whatever changes take place will
have a m ni mum soci al inpact so their way of life can
be mai ntai ned. Just as people on the coast can have
some hope of a future too.

The Endangered Species Act train weck has
not been averted. And what | see today is that a | ot
of the agencies that still have tried to slow the train
down are frozen like deer in the headlights. And we're

just going to wind up as road kill. Thank you.
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THE MODERATOR: Jim Mulligan? Fol | owed by a
break and after the break we'll have LeeAnne Tryon and

James Rouch and Don G ebb.

>> |'mJimMilligan. Executive Director of
Earth Mnistry based in Seattle. 1t's a Christian
ecuneni cal environnental mnistry. W represent -- we

work with constituents fromfifteen Protestant

denom nations and Roman Catholics. About 2,500 in
Washi ngton state and an additional 2,000 fromthe rest
of the United States.

My expertise is not in science. Nor is ny
expertise in economcs. | would like to go in
probably, nost closely with our Native Anerican
brothers in speaking on behalf of the salnmon in terns
of its religious significance. As a spiritua
conponent of Anerican life.

Havi ng announced nyself as a novi ce about
econonics and pragmatics, | would say on behal f of our
constituents the inpression is clear that both
economically and scientifically, the evidence points in
favor of breaching the dans if salnon are to survive

O her speakers have been much nore
know edgeabl e about that. Qur constituents are
particularly touched by nature. And here in the

Nort hwest a nunber of species, a nunmber of elenents of
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the natural environment particularly touch people's
lives. The rain forest, the seas, the whales, the
eagl es, the whole variety of icons which represent the
fecundity of nature, of the gift of life. Centra
among those are the salnon. The sal non have been an
icon of life in the Northwest for generations.
Generations of us white people and generations upon
generations of the native inhabitants.

If this passes and we weigh only the econom c
i nfl uences, only the pragmatic influences, and we | ose
forever salnon, we will not only have | ost another
species that took nmillennia to develop, we will have
| ost a resource that nourished us all

THE MODERATOR: Thank you very much. At this
poi nt we've heard from 30 fol ks. Take a ten mnute
break right now. | want to thank you very much. W'l
start LeeAnn Tryon, Janes Rauth, right after the

br eak.

(Ten minute break taken).

THE MODERATOR: Al right. We'Il start out
wi th LeeAnne Tryon, James Rauch and Tom G ebb
Rem nd you of no interruptions, treating each

other with respect, no signs in the neeting room
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keepi ng your aside conversations and coming right up to
the m crophone to get ready. Thank you. So, LeeAnne
Tryon, followed by James Rauch, followed by Tom

>> My nanme is LeeAnne Tryon. |'mthe
Associ ate Director for the Save the WId Sal non
Coalition. W're glad to have a chance to cone to this
urgent critical decision, whether to renove four dans
or to share the Col unbi a basin.

We urge the federal agencies to nove forward
with alternative four and alternative three. Save the
WIld Salnon is a coalition of nore than 50 different
organi zati ons, commercial fishing organizations,
busi ness associ ati ons, environnental groups, and energy
activists. W cone with many different perspectives.

As broad and diverse as our coalition is, it
doesn't overcone the 700 organi zations, businesses, and
prom nent individuals across the nation who support
removing four dams. | couldn't list all of those
i ndustries but a few -- the Alaska Trollers
Associ ation, American Rivers, The Association of
Nort hwest Steel heads, Colunbia River, Earth Justice
Legal Defense Fund, Earth Mnistry, Friends of the
Earth, Idaho Rivers United, I|daho Steel head, The
Mount ai neers, The National Resource Defense Counsel

The National WIdlife Federation, Northwest Ecosystem
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Al li ance, Northwest Sport Fishing Organization, O egon
Nati onal Desert Organi zation, Oregon National Resource
Council, Pacific Rivers Council, Pacific Coast

Fi sheri es Organi zation, Herd Chapters Across the

Nati on, Puget Sound G llnetters, Salnmon for All, Save a
W | d Sal non, Spokane Audi bon, Taxpayers for Conmopn
Sense, Trout Unlimted, The Washi ngton Environnent al
Council, Washington Wldlife Federation, and The

Washi ngton Troll ers Association.

Just these groups al one represent over siXx
mllion Anericans that support this issue. But that's
not all. Individuals fromall over have been naking
phone calls, witing letters, signing post cards, and
sending E-mails. The signatures on these bl ue banners
represent |less than 6 percent of the 100,000 peopl e who
say we need salnon. Let's not forget Governor John
Kit zhaber from Oregon who has endorsed taking up this
stance. More and nore people are meking their voices
heard every day. Thank you for your tine.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you very nuch.

For those of you who are seeing the signs in
the room and wondering why they're here when | said
they couldn't be, | thought that we weren't allowed to
have themin because of the fire marshal rules.

Apparently that's okay. As long as there's no sticks
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in themyou can bring themin and out when it's over.
So | apol ogi ze for the m sconmunication that | had.

James Rauch foll owed by Tom Grebb by Alice Parker

>>: Thank you. My name is Janmes Rauch. |'m
a resident of Mercer Island, Washington. |'ma
retiree. |'m an outdoorsman. A sal non advocate. And

| believe |'"'ma pretty good conservationist. However,

| amin opposition to option four, the damrenoval. |
amfor a strong and conpetitive econony for our Pacific
Nort hwest regi on and people who |live here.

Last week | read an article about how the
huge increase in productivity in agriculture has been
overshadowed by the spotlight being on the high tech
busi nesses, et cetera.

The article went on to say that over 50
percent of our nation's agricultural products go to
mar ket s overseas. And the areas drai ned by the Snake
and the Colunbia are a huge part of that activity and
we participate largely in export markets. Barging now
is, nost everyone knows, one of the npbst conpetitive
met hods of noving agricultural products destined for
overseas markets. The renoval of the dams in question
will elimnate barging on the Snake as | understand
it.

Now t hese agricultural conmmodities are very
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price-sensitive products. And losing any of this
conpetitive edge, which is provided by the barging, is
going to have a negative affect on this vast
agricultural area and the people that live or are
supported by that.

Now, you know, the dans are here. If they
weren't that would be another story. The renoval as |
understand will al so have no guarantee that the four
t hreatened species involved will be restored. That's
not a given. Wy should we destroy these facilities
that provide daily a conpetitive edge to our conmittee
and for the people living this this area?

The dans al so provi de reasonabl e
hydroel ectric power for other industries. | just can't
see why we would give all this up on the hopes that the
dam renoval is going to rejuvenate these four runs.
Thank you very much.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you James. Tom Grebb,
followed by Alice Parker. [If you re wondering where we
are, we're on number ten.

>> |'m Tom Grebb from Quincy. You' ve had a
nunber of people from Grant County and el ected
officials up here speak. There will be several nore
' m sure.

It's obviously a very |arge concern.
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What ever happens to the river is the life blood of what
happens to us there. Quincy is only eight niles from
the Colunbia River. | played in that. It was cold
before the Daniels and still cold. W have a nunber of
i ssues along with harvest. | think that in |ooking at
All-H | think that's a concern to many of us. Looking
at what goes on in international waters.

I would Iike to see fromny standpoint even
working with the Indian tribes as they are all owed
under law to harvest | think they need to be | ooked at
for their benefit and everyone's benefit as well
Looking at the hatcheries, | believe they need to be
kept going as they have been. Fromwhat | see, our
public utility district, which has two dans on the
Col unbi a, we've had people speak to that here, they're
trying to work with hatcheries and we need to keep
those fish who are going to live if the area that we
have now. That the environment has changed somewhat.
So we need to work with that and deal with the ones
that are adaptable to the systemthat we have.

The hydroi ssue, |'m against the breachi ng of
the four dans. They are -- | do not feel that it shows
enough prom se for what's there. There's also a
concern. | think the concern why so many people from

Grant County are here is that that could be a



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

55

precedent-setting thing for anything that happens al ong
the Colunbia River. Agriculture is a very big part of
what we do. There are surpluses in the world, granted,
but the Northwest agriculture neans a lot to the
nation. 80 percent of the french fries come out of the
Nort hwest. 60 percent from Washington State. So any
time you need a french fry, think of Washington State.
We could get them fromother states. Oher states
fluctuate a lot. The irrigation in the Northwest does
not. Currently we have surpluses because the other
states have had good years.

At any rate, | appreciate the coment that
you have. Any decision you make will affect us in

life. Currently a good chunk of it goes to sal non

recovery.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you Tom Alice Parker?
>>: Thank you, panel nenbers, and |'m very
pl eased to be here today. |1'm Alice Parker, the

Executive Secretary for the Col unbi a Basi n Devel opnent
League.

My husband Ivan and | are retired farners at
t he Col unbia Basin Project. CQur menbership is
conprised of individuals, businesses, and entities who
have interests in the basin project. W have an

i nvested interest in any policy that inpacts the
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Col unbi a Snake system

We're very concerned with the policy that
addresses flow target and augnentation. The Bureau of
Recl amation currently is enforcing the noratorium on
the Col unbia Basin Project. Water would serve
additional agricultural, mnunicipal and other project
wat er uses. This water is also authorized by
consi sting contractual authorities. Therefore we fee
t he noratorium should be ended.

The need for that noratoriumis based on
excessive flow augnentations that are hydrol ogically
unachi evabl e and bi ol ogically unnecessary. The annua
quantity of water allocated to the Col unbia flow
augnent should be reduced to 4 mllion acre feet or
| ess. Consideration should be given to using this
water for late sumrer or early fall augnentation

I have attached a paper witten by Dr. De
A son and ot her people who are in the know to
suppl enent that information. And will confirmwhat |I'm
sayi ng.

Just a week ago a lawsuit was filed in the
U.S. District Court under the Endangered Species Act
asking that the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers in the
U.S. of Reclamation are not neeting the m ninum fl ow

set by the national fisheries. There is no significant
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evi dence that shows this is necessary. And | just
don't understand why we still have to keep filing

| awsuits and spending val uable tinme and noney which
think could be much better spent in |ooking at what
really would hel p sal non and sal non recovery.

And that includes All-H s plus the 5th H, the
human el ement. We hear so nuch about the triba
entities and how they nust be honored. But we as
i ndi vi dual s and busi nesses and entities have contracts
with the federal government also and | think they
shoul d be honored also. | will give you a copy of ny
testinmony and | thank you for having this hearing.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you very nmuch. Jean
Gerny (phonetic).

>>: Thank you |'m Jean Gerny (phonetic) from
Seattle. | have testinony which | will share with
you. But | also wanted to bring with ne my grandson
Arron Strom ng (phonetic) has sonething he would |ike
to say first.

>>. |n our library at school we read a book
about an Indian that said if the other Indian said
this, if you told me to the sal non would not exist he
woul d break his bow and arrow. Now it's our job to
make sure he's right.

>>: Thank you. |It's the future and the
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past. | found a quotation fromLewi s and Cl ark.
Wlliam Cark's journal, Cctober 17, 1805. The nunber
of dead sal non on the shores, this is the | ower Snhake
-- the nunber floating on the river is incredible to
say and at this season the Indians have only to coll ect
the fish, dry themon the scaffolds of which they have
great nunbers. The journals go on about the great
nunber of fish. WIIl there be great nunmbers of fish in
20057 We nmust do all we can to make sure they
recover. Individuals and society sonmetines make

m st akes.

In the 60's sone of us were not convinced
that Lew ston needed to be a seaport. But when we find
we' ve made a m stake, the correct thing is to correct
it. These areas have sone value but at a price that
was not recognized at the time. W nust acknow edge
and correct that before the renmining areas of the
Snake sal nmon will becone exextinct.

Also we need to nonitor fishing and farm ng
practices, and our pollution fromcity people. 1|'mnot
a scientist. You have many studies like this. But
there can be no guarantees. But we will nust correct
past m stakes. Choose actions with the highest
success. Undoing those danms will allow salnon to

navigate to streans. Please help us save our sal non.
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THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Jacoba Johnson

John.

>>: Good afternoon. Thank you for hearing ne
speak. |'m Jacoba Johnson, a resident of the Pacific
Northwest. [|'mhere in support of the renoval of the
four danms. |I'mhere to testify that those dam

structures have a direct relationship to the decline in
t he Snake sal non stocks.

This testinmony is nothing new. W have a
| egacy of 70 years of scientific observation in the
Nort hwest that recognizes that dans kill fish and
significantly inpact the decline of the species.

Somet hi ng many peopl e may not know, but as
long as 75 years ago in the 1920's the Washington State
Department of fisheries recognize dans as a significant
killer of fish population. | quote fromthe 1924
report of the WAashington State Supervisory Fisheries,
guot e the damm ng of our |arger streanms, the ones nost
frequented by the natural fish, is rapidly beconm ng a
problemto the existence of the fish.

Again in 1931 the Washi ngton State Departnent
of Fisheries quote practically all established power
and irrigation projects have already taken a | arge tol
on fish life. No matter how carefully any fish-saving

devi ce may be, damm ng changes the natural conditions
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of any stream and depletes the fish |life contained
t herei n.

Since the 20's we've had numerous scientific
studi es that show that dans kill fish and have a
significant decline to our sal mon popul ations. This
suggests that this is no | onger about having scientific
evi dence, but rather political

The dans on the | ower Snake River do not
of fer flood control benefits. They offer irrigation
for thirteen farnms along the | ower part of the river
and navigation for barge transport. There is a win/wn
situation in this. W know that we can |ower the
irrigation pipes for those thirteen farns. There are
rail lines that -- what is currently being barged al ong
can switch over to rail. There is a win/win situation
inthis. W're putting a |lot of noney into stocks
where we can provide subsidies for the farners and the
barge traffickers to nove the traffic over to rail

I think what we're seeing is people who are
afraid of changing tinmes and what the future may
bring. But we can work together and | believe conme up
with a win/win situation. | think we're at a
hi storical decision making point. W have a choice to
make now, which is to forever see the extinct of our

sal mon stocks or make a decision to retain wild sal non
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for future generations.

THE MODERATOR: Shawn Cantrell, Norm W nn,
and then Kay Thode.

>>: |'m Shawn Cantrell, Northwest Regi ona
Director for Friends of the Earth.

I want to point out a couple of things for
you today. Few human actions have as significant
i npact as the presence of a dam As you deci de how
best to restore Snake sal non and the ecosystens, they
depend on you to need to keep in mnd our nation's
hi story of dam renoval

Sonme dans just don't nmeke sense. Friends of
the Earth and Travel Unlimted American Rivers have
done research. We'll provide you with a copy of the
report. That report identifies nore than 465 dans
across the country that have been renpved successfully,
including 36 here in the Northwest. The results of
those renoval s are very prom sing as you | ook to nmake
your deci sion about the Snake dams. Those past
renoval s have provided significant ecosystem
restoration, fish and wildlife benefits, particularly
salmon.  Also nmjor water quality inprovenents and cost
savi ngs over nmintaining the dans and econonic
community devel opment for the conmunities around the

restored river.
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One, the Arny Corps of Engi neers was
responsi ble for the dam | have the expl osion of
Lewi ston Dam |I'll be happy to give you a copy of this
vi deo. Sone fol ks today have suggested that dam
removal is a risky or experinmental or untested idea
But the nore than 46 a dans that have been renopved
denpnstrate that such concerns are not founded in
fact. The reality is that damrenoval is a tine
tested, biologically sound, cost effective nethod for
dealing with danms that don't make sense.

The question for you as you decide the future
of our salmon in the lower river is will you help
restore some bal ance to that system while renoving four
danms and | eaving in place the hundreds of other dans?
We can have sal non, we can have dans, but some don't
make sense

>>: This normfoll owed by Kay Thode and David
Otman. Two reminders. Please don't clap. And there
are booths in the other room So if you get tired and
want to testify in the m crophone.

>>. |'m Kay Thode with the Muntaineers, a
conservation organi zation with fifteen thousand
menbers. W are sensitive to the econonic repast of
the Corps' decision. W're aware that it will have

i mpact on agriculture, barging, rail, and truck
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traffic.

As a personal note, let ne nention that |
grew up in a small farm ng community in |Iowa dom nated
by corn elevators. So I'mfamliar with some of the
aspects of agriculture and transportation. W' re also
aware that these dans do not soil water, they do zero
fl ood control, and provide five percent of the regiona
power. We're aware that the irrigation punps near the
i ce harbor serve only a small nunber of farms and those
can be extended so the irrigation can continue. All of
the acts of renoval we believe can be covered by
bargi ng costs. But npbst inportant, general scientific
agreenent that partial damrenoval is necessary to
preserve the sal non runs.

The Yaki ma and Snake clearly indicate the
ef fect of Snake dans on salnon returns. W're aware
that there are other factors that effect the decline of
sal mon harvest. Wth curtail ment of comercia
harvest, and an action to protect sal non throughout
the basin. These actions do not mitigate against
action along the dans. W've been talking for twenty
years. Now is the tine for action. Do the right
thing. Support partial renoval of the Snake damns.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you Norm Kay Thode
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foll owed by David Otmn, Dewey Canpbell.

>> |'mnot -- we're not really quintuplets.
There are many valid reasons to breach these dans.
We'l|l give you our take on it in song.

(Si nging).

Oh, we're radical environnentists, we're
radi cal environnentalists, we like clean air and cl ean
waters just like the farmers daughters, we're radica
environnental i sts.

We like our river without all those stands.
W t hout those awful jans. We like policies that help
our fish, we're radical environmentalists.

So, we're radical environmentalists who say
get rid of all those awful dams, lets set up a standard
system one salnon can exist in. W're radica
envi ronnent al i sts.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

>>: ((CONTI NUED SI NG NG) .

Swi mring out in the ocean, in the nice open
sea, swam a school of fishys as happy as can be, we're
going up the river where we began. But wait a mnute,
t hey' ve got another plan boom boom di ddy di ddy oom oom
shoo, you'll never nake it up the river to spawn.

It's happening to the herring and the cod,

it's happening to the salnon, don't blame it all on
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God. The danms are killing sal non, and they've got to
go before the salnon go extinct and we have to go.
Boom boom oom oom shoo, boom boom di ddy di ddy oom .
We' ve got to save those fish, renove the dammed dans
before the sal non go squi sh.
Spawn sal non spawn! Spawn sal non spawn!

Spawn!

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. David Otnan.
Follow that up if you will. Followed by Dewey Canpbel
and Katie MCrea.

>>: That's a tough act to follow

>> My nane is David Ortnman. |'m Executive
Director of the Wse Use Movenent supported by private
property owners, on the use of public and private
| ands. We support events to protect endanger species.

| reviewed the Corps of Engineers report and
ElI'S. The followi ng corments are the views of our
nmovenment. W support the breaching of the four | ower
dans and recovery of salnmon in the Col unbi a basin.

At a Congressional hearing | ast week,
testi mony and evidence fromthe U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers that cooked his books and lied to
(unintelligible) -- we now know t he Corps very
exception is alive and wel |

In February 7th, 1999, for exanple, a front
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page article ran docunenting the firing of a wetland
speci al i st who objected to the Corps' filling wetland
permits. This is another exanple of the Corps ignoring
(unintelligible).

Yesterday the Walla Walla Corps district put
an ad in the paper announcing a public neeting.
Reviewing this, we cane across an anmmzi ng nunber of
outright lies. First it says the roles in this study
is (unintelligible) -- under the Corps's, the entirely
Col unbi a River system has becomnme broker and broker

Next, the Walla Walla Corps web site says
that historically the runs have been inpacted by over
fishing, general habitat depletion, poor ocean
conditions. Nowhere is there any mention on this web
site that upstream or downstream sal non mgration
through or around the danms is in any way part of the
design. In fact, getting salnmon up and over has been
sol ved successful ly.

Systens fish programare in place at all four
of the |ower Snake danms. And this indicates how best
to assist fish in their passage. But the Corps of
Engi neers are (unintelligible) I -- the salnon | ove
fish | adders.

The Corps of Engi neers approaches the excess,

what then is the purpose of the study except to cook
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t he books and what better way to doctor the books and
deceive the public than by falsifying the web site so
the public is led to believe nunber three. How does
the Corps do this?

Well, look at their web site and find out.
They do it by incorporating the alternative three for
coment it is made referred there and not attributed to
what. | think this is a scandal that the Corps should
correct soon on your web site. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Very nuch.
David. Dewey Canpbell, Katy McCrea. Tom Flint.

I would like to invite the folks in the back
to come on up front and have a seat.

>> |'ma Nez Perce tribal nenber. | would
like to point out that over 200 natural triba
fisheries, practical renmoval of the four dans is the
best bi ol ogical option for the fish. They predict that
bypassing the dans will restore salnmon within 24
years. That's a long tine, but at |east my kids and ny
grand kids can enjoy fishing. | would |like to read
it's a scientific no brainer. If we |like to follow the
recommendati ons of science, we have to be prepared to
ook in the mirror and accept the consequences. Thank
you sal non.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. All right. So
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Katy McCrea, Tom Flint, Georgia Ann Hale.

>>: Good afternoon. M nane is Katy MCrea
I"'man intern for Washi ngton Conservati on Voters, as
wel | as a student at Seattle Pacific University.

I just want to say that | amrepresenting WCC
as well as all students, including nyself, who support
the renoval of the four danms on the | ower Snake. W
need sal nron and these danms are a huge hindrance to the
wi | d sal non popul ati on.

Sal nron are part of the spirit of the
Nort hwest. Please do what is right for the region,
these fish, and our conmunities. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Tom Flint, Georgia Ann Hal e,
Bill Arthur.

>>: Thank you for this opportunity. M nane
is TomFlint.

I"'ma farmer fromCentral. | wanted to kind
of put sonme perspective to this. Today we've heard
about icons, we've heard about the tribal. Ilcon we've
heard about the salmon icon. And | also want to remnind
you of the fact the icon of the famly farner. And
want to |l et you know that dams do count and they should
not -- you should not cut off the armthat feeds you.

Specifically I want to |let you know that |

represent the Save OQur Danms Coalition. W' ve provided
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85,000 signatures in support of saving our dams. |
want to | et you know that support, none of them has
conme across as not hel ping sal non restoration. They
bel i eve that we can have sal non and dans. And also I'd
i ke ny comments to be addressed to the Endangered
Species Act. |I'd like to let you know that we oppose
dam breaching. W oppose reservoir draw downs and
river flow augnentation. And we do support econom cal
conmon sense sal non restoration

I think today we've heard of a |ot of
different alternatives. Wat | think we mght want to
do is put things in perspective. |If you support dam
breachi ng, what does that nean? That neans
specifically that you have to come up with an
alternative power source to power all of Seattle or al
of Idaho and Montana, and the nost |ogical replacenent
pod for that would be either coal fire generation or
natural gas generation.

If this was coal fire generation, it would
take a coal drain 1.2 mles long every day to fuel the
generators. That woul d produce 14,500 tons of
hydrocarbon gases annually. W have the safest and
cl eanest, and it's also natural resource based, free
energy that we can have. And why should we jeopardize

that? We have to give credit to the Corps for doing an
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extrenely good job and being able to get 95 percent of
the fish safely downstream

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

>> |'"m Dorothy Ann Hale. |'ma dairy
farmer and a geologist. | work with scientific
methods. | work with statistics.

The science pronoted by the dam breachi ng
advocates is filled with prejudice. Let nme define.
Prejudice is an opinion beforehand w thout know edge of
the fact. Pathology is to adapt from nornal
conditions. Their science is this. | amfor the fish
and | want their recovery. W need to do this by
devel opi ng a conprehensive plan based on facts. The
devel opnent nodel is to define the problem The
problemis the risk of extinction of the sal non and
ot her fish. Wat about buffalo? Any way, then we need
to research the problem Salnon aren't the only U.S.
probl em

| asked what about the Canadian fish? What
about the rivers with declining popul ations? But they
don't have dams. Could Snake and Col unbi a dans be
their problen? How about our ocean conditions? Again
you have a dam problem O ten, six are caught in
nets, two are it taken by tribes, one by prey and one

is left. But of course, it's the dans. W need to
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consi der science.

Why don't we hear about Ji m Anderson
Uni versity of Washington? 1In Anmerican we're fair and
we have law. Due process. | put for you the case of
the hatchery buffalo again. Wy are they acceptable
but not hatchery salnmon? |Is this a dual standard?

Hat chery fish all came fromwld fish.
Anot her anal ogy: The Nazi concentration canps.
Sonetinmes a German of ficer would shoot out people.
These people aren't guilty. Qur dans or nethofarnmers
are like those prisoners. Breaching the danms and
taking away water rights will not recover the sal non
popul ation. | want the popul ation recovered and | want
the dans. W need a bal anced sol ution

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

>> |'mBill Arthur. The Sierra Club's
Nort hwest director. | represent the 30,000 nmenmbers in
t he Northwest and 600 thousand nenmbers nationally.

| appreciate the opportunity for nmany people
to testify. As we near the closing dates of these
hearings, | want to focus on a couple of key points.
One is the delay as it is deadly for the sal non and
danger for the econony. W' ve delayed and ducked the
i ssues for many years and it's time to take strong

actions. The process effects are real and nediate.
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The CRI and path processes indicate that
we're on a critical path if we don't take changes to
address it. Bypassing or partial renpval is a
fundamental action necessary for recovery. Fol ks have
said it's not a silver bullet. | would agree with
that. | would suggest it is a high velocity, high
i mpact action that we need to do. The CRI analysis has
not invalidated the pathwork.

Under the path process providing an 80
percent probability for damrenoval, a hundred percent
probability for fall Chinook. Under the CRI analysis,
dam renoval is the only option that has the potentia
for achieving the target growh rates for all three
species. Yes, habitat protection and hatchery reform
need to be part of the equation. But we need to put 80
percent where the problemis it.

That still focuses on the lethal corridors of
dans we've created on the river. W' ve nade the river
safe for wheat and the highway safe for salnmon. W
need to restore the heart. W need a quantifiable
bypass. W need to free the | ower Snake and restore
the habitat and create conditions that once again can
provi de for healthy salnon runs in the state.

Next we must answer sone questions. You nust

define your recovery nethods. The Arny Corps of
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Engi neers, no offense, but are still managed by
damaholics. There's a four step, recovery process and
it mght help the Arnmy Corps. Muich |ike the ancient
forests, you need to nove the issue forward and

i mpl enent the laws. Governor Kitzhaber is to be

appl auded for the | eadership he has provided. Once
agai n the del egation has detailed the issue. Governor
Locke has decided that praying for rain and w shing for
the fish fairy.

| leave you with the final word, you are
going to have to it take the decisive action. You're
going to have to provide the | eadership

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Bill. Connie
Kel | eher.

>>: My nane is Connie Kelleher. The nyth is
that renoving the Snake danms woul d be devastating to
Eastern Washington. | know many of you travel ed here
to express your support for the dams. Your concern is
under st andabl e gi ven the m sinformation that has been
used to stir up opposition to damrenoval .

But the fact is that it need not be
econonically painful. All of the benefits currently
provi ded by dams can be provided at an affordable
cost. At first arail truck alternative exists. Wth

the right planning and investnents, the infrastructure
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can be inproved to nove grain and commdities at
conpetitive rates.

First, irrigation would keep the land in
production and prevent job | oss. The Arny Corps shows
that damrenmoval will create jobs in the long term
Power can be replaced with a | ow market energy
conservation and nonpol lutinging for the sane cost with
natural gas plants. The average nonthly househol d bil
i ncrease, around two dollars of the these facts are in
various reports. Many in the Arny Corps EIS. There is
no evidence to support the clains that dam renoval
woul d devastate rural communities. Yes for a few For
exanpl e the dam operators. And we shoul d do everything
with we can.

Let's not forget the econom c benefits. It
is the only recovery option that would bring new
econoni c opportunities to the region. Primarily
recreation and associ ated business. It will make the
region nore tractive to businesses which are
i ncreasingly relocating.

Finally, and perhaps nost inportant, the cost
to rural communities will be greater than cost of
removal . This bears repeating. The econom c burden
woul d be harder on rural conmunities. The reason is

sinmple. Irrigationists throughout the basin would have
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their use restricted to augnent flows. Land owners
woul d have nmuch larger restrictions. These actions
wi |l have to be inplenented throughout the basin
af fecting much nore people than by damrenoval. So we
shoul d direct towards maxim zing the econom c benefits
and neking a smooth transition. That is where we need
| eadership and we should demand that | eadership from
our collected officials.

>>: Thank you. Joseph?

>>: Thank you. M nane is Joseph Katrosyk
with the Green Party of Seattle. W have advocacy of
taking out the danms. |'mnot going to speak in a
political sense, but I own ten acres out in the
Dalles. 1've been to the Mary Hill Miseum 1In the
basement you'll find a bunch of rocks. In our area,
we've lived here in the great Colunbia Basin for over
10, 000 years. Constantly. Wen you |look at the
pyram ds, you're talking 5,000 years. Sone of the
sites in China, 7,000 years. So when you |ook at that
ki nd of inperical evidence versus 60 or 70 years of
dans, that's saying a lot. Salnmon is what they lived
on. That salnon is what they bartered with. Wen you
| ook at those kinds of things, all the nunbers that we
crunch microscopically get thrown at the wall and we

see if they'|ll stick
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Essential fatty acids in our body, every
cardi ol ogi st knows that he's taking it so he can live a
little longer and enjoy it. Wen we're babies, we | ook
like fish; we have gills. W are not only separate
fromthe salnon, we're at one point in our life a
salmon. So in that respect, it's not us or them It's
us. Peri od.

And | ast but not |east, when the Col unbia
Ri ver broke off and the Oregon Trail was there and they
knew how to get there, there was a sign. | knowit's
somewhere that says this way to California, this way up
the Oregon trail. And the joke goes |like this -- those
who could read took the Oregon trail

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Joseph. Rob
Musoni s?

>>: Good afternoon. My nane is Rob Muisonis.
' m Regi onal Director of Dam Prograns Anerican Rivers.
| appreciate the opportunity to testify.

"Il focus on four | ower Snake danms because a

deci si on about these dans will dictate the future of
Snake sal non. Make no m stake about it. If the | ower
Snake danms stay, the odds are high that we will never

again see healthy self-sustaining fishable popul ations
of Snake sal non and st eel head.

Let me briefly nake the case for dam
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removal. It's a known effective recovery strategy.
Over 465 dans have been rempoved in the U. S. since

1912. Anmerican success stories, which |'mholding in
ny hand, which highlights the 25 success stories where
rivers and wildlife were restored. There are also
others fromaround the world. Fromthe Loire Valley in
France. The damrenoval is not a radical process.

It's a cormpn sense recovery strategy. Wiat is radica
is the way dans have in 25 years transforned the Snake
and desi gnated her steel head.

Two, scientific analysis has shown that dam
renoval is the nost recovery and | ease risky. Nowis
not the time to ganble.

Three, dam renoval is backed by reputable
fisheries scientists throughouted region. The O egon
chapter of the Anerican Fisheries Society unani nously
endorsed renoving the dans. To quote Dr. Tom Backman
this is no longer a scientist's debate, close quote.

Four, no other specific action to recover
Snake sal mon has been identified. None, zero. There
is only specul ation. Abandoni ng dam speculation is a
f ool s bargain.

Finally, despite all the talk of uncertainty,
one very clear relationship can be denpnstrated from

the evidence. That is the relationship between the
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nunber of studies and the nunmber of fish. Wth each
addi ti onal study, Snake sal non nove cl ose toward
extinction.

So we call on you to stop studying the fish
to death and nove forward with damrenoval. The future
of Snake sal mon and our quality life depend on it.
Thank you.

>>: Thank you.

>>: Good afternoon. |'m Joan Krooks
(phonetic), Executive Director of the Washington
Envi ronment al Counci |

The Washi ngtoni an Environnental Council
which is a state-wi de coalition of 87 menber groups and
t housands of individuals working to protect the
envi ronnent of Washi ngton state since 1967. A variety
of efforts, including public education, working to
change state level policy. W've been working to
protect wild fish across the state.

WEC supports renoval of the | ower Snake River
dans for the followi ng reasons. W believe that it is
our responsibility as a society to protect our natura
heritage. For this generation and future generations.
In Washi ngton that includes -- that nmeans saving sal non
fromextinction and starting the recovery process. WEC

recogni zes that saving salnmon will take significant
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financial investnments, and changes at the state, |oca
and regional level. But just because renoving the

| oner Snake dans isn't the only thing we need to do,
that isn't an excuse for not doing it.

These four danms are the mmjor problemfor
certain -- they propose deadly indications for fish
m grating up and down streans. Renoving the dans will
restore the river to a nore national state.

According to state, federal and triba
fishery specialists, partial renoval is the best option
for starting the recovery process.

We recogni ze that saving salnmon will take
significant financial investment, but there are also
| ong-term benefits for our communities and future
generations. Restoring sal non populations to
harvestable levels will bring jobs to different jobs of
the state. Coastal fishing communities and small towns
where recreational jobs would be created.

We've spent millions of studies on things
such as barging, yet the fish continue to decline.

Face the facts. Significant changes are needed very
soon. Let's stop studying the problemto death,
literally. Stop wasting noney on things that don't
work. Move forward with what we know will work and

what we know has the best chance of saving the fish;
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that is, removal of the four |ower Snake dans.

THE MODERATOR: Bill Robinson, Mary Lew s,
Lilisa Mses.

>>: Good afternoon. |'mthe Executive
Director of the Washington Council of Trout Unlinmted.

Trout Unlimted has a thirty year invol venent
in the Snake River. W, along with the Washi ngtoni an
Envi ronmental Council and Sierra Club, in the late 60's
sued to stop the building of lower Grant. W |ost but
we did stop the future building of the Asuki Dam So
it wasn't a lost effort at all

We support the breaching of the four | ower
dans of the Snake. And we conme to this position after
many years of reviewing the studies, working with the
scientific community menbers, and trying to devel op and
option which would restore sal nonid resources.

Qur solution is that it can't be acconplished
wi t hout the breaching option. W don't have nore
studies. Mire studies equal delay. The continued
decline of those icons of the Northwest nust stop. W
wi Il never have all the information we need, but we
have enough to act now. The DREW work group
underesti mated the positive inmpacts and overesti mated
the negative inpacts of damrenoval. It failed to

recogni ze that the econony of the Pacific Northwest is
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evol ving and many of the resources and econoni es have
been in a decline for many years.

The creation of jobs in nore stable
industries will allow |local economes to benefit,
resulting fromregional and world gl obal forces. The
econonmi c positive inpacts of breaching the | ower Snake
will -- (INAUBIBLE) -- free Snake.

DREW failed to accurately quantify the val ue
of Snake to American Indian tribes, which does not
account for cerenonial existence. It also failed to
accurately cal cul ate benefits and void the benefits
from Oegon to Al aska for recreational things.

It failed to accurately calcul ate
recreational benefits to the |ocal benefits. It
accounts only for tourist dollars spent on gas, not to
the food and | odgi ng dol |l ars.

The DREW econoni c anal ysis of the inpact of
the | ower Snake dam woefully, | think, is accurate at
worst. The region which has been asked to make
critical questions deserves the best information
avai l able. The DREW anal ysis falls well short of
this.

One | ast thing, what would it cost to include
the breaching of the four dans? If we don't, if we

don't -- and aren't successful, the extinction is going
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to cone at a significant price, which quite frankly
history will look at us in one |ight probably, but not
nearly in the negative light that we'll | ook upon the
i ssue and the lack of nmoving toward restoration that
we' ||l do.

THE MODERATOR: Meriwhether Lewis, follow by
Lilisa Moses, followed by WIliam Mnto

>>: Correctly nmy name is Meriwhether Lew s

(phonetic).

(SCRI PT PROVI DED TO THE PANEL. READ | NTO THE

RECORD) .

THE MODERATOR: Lilisa Mses.

>> |'mLilisa Mdses. As inspiration, sone
towns are faced with six-figure price tags for
repairs. The Departnment of Natural Resources says 30
danms nmay be raised in the next five years. Reduces the
channel depth and can nake the water way unsafe for
mechani cal sources are used to deepen and deposit the
sedi nent. Wiy not dredge while we're working on
breachi ng the dan? There has too many danms that have
been breached. The sedinment did not ruin --
(inaudible) -- there was also water and rain in June

and July and the fisheries increased. The sedi nent has
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not done as much damage. The effect on industry is
mar gi nal

I ndustries outside the Northwest pay 1,000 to
24,000 nore per month for kilowatt hours. The rate
i ncreases would not create barriers to businesses in
the Pacific Northwest. |Increase will not increase as
hi gh as peopl e thi nk.

These dans not only hurt the sal non, but the
eagles too. They set up electrical lines so the sea
gulls don't eat the snolt and the eagles go fishing and
get shocked by the lines and die too.

Sonme people say you want to save the sal non,
quit fishing. Put your gill nets out of the water
That's what's killing the salnmon. Nets are not the bad
guys. Especially the ocean nets. Look at the dam
| osses and conpare to the nets.

The dam breachi ng averages an 82 percent
relative probability of recovery popul ati on escapenent
criteria, where as no breaching averages a 47 to 50
percent. And is hence the nost risk adverse option

The wei ght of scientific evidence shows that
whil e runs cannot be recovered under existing
conditions, enough time remains to restore them But
only if the failed practices of the past are abandoned

and we nove to restore the normati ve conditions from



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

84

whi ch these fish evol ved.

THE MODERATOR: W I liam Monto, Tara Dehvers,
Leslie Beck. W IIiam Monto? Tara Dehvers? Are you
her e? Leslie Beck followed by Jack Stewart foll owed
by Laura Thonas.

>>: Good evening. |'m Leslie Beck

The Snake is a unique and inportant ecosystem
that is in danger of losing what's so outstanding. And
yet an ecosystemwe still have an opportunity to
protect and restore.

| urge the agency today to take this
opportunity to protect this system by choosing
alternatives that chooses renoving the dans. Keeping
themin place makes no sense to the economy. Your own
anal ysis indicates that the region would be better off
econonical ly

Wil e keeping the danms in place woul d cost
500 million dollars a year, renoving them would cost 50
mllion dollars a year |less. Keeping 9 danms doesn't
make sense to the salnon. The chance for recovering
Snake River salnon would be to renove the dans. And it
shows that you can't recover all the sal nbn species
wi t hout renoving dans.

The dans don't mmke sense for our culture.

The Northwest is known for its sal non. It's been used
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to define our territory in the Pacific Northwest and,
we're here today to discuss whether to take an action
that saves this icon or let the fish go extinct. It
doesn't make sense. W need the salnon for our kids,
our j obs.

Finally, our country nade prom ses al nost 200
years ago to the native people in this region that they
woul d al ways have salnon to fish. W have broken those
promi ses. It's time we uphold them W need to ensure
that the native people have what was i nherent to their
very existence. To do otherw se is unconscionabl e.
Enough is enough. It's tinme to do what's right for the
sal mon, our communities, econonics and the tribes.

Only one alternative can do that. Renpving the four
| ower dans.

THE MODERATOR: Jack Stewart, Laura Thonms,
Doug Steuart. Folks in the back, if |I can ask you to
keep your conversations down. It's getting a little
runbl ey up here. Thank you.

>>. My nane is Jack Stewart. | have houses
on Vashon Island where | live with ny wife and two
sons. My comments are not technical but
phi |l osophical. They contain very deep and old conmon
ground.

Qur relations to nature, the creatures,
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shoul d not be di sappearing as they are. Dans are a
maj or part of the problem | cone as a citizen to urge
that the four dams on the Snake be renpved and the cost
of this renmoval and its consequences be borne

equi tably.

Also not to viewthis too narromy. This
guestion, issue, will arise again and again in the
com ng years over other matters. Wth the sal non and
dans we're faced with the question not merely of
engi neeri ng and econom cs or fish biology, but whether
our culture will continue to lose its soul because it's
inlove with its owmn works and has too little regard
for the works of God.

We descend from European tribes having
stories too. These stories agree about four points.
One, the world is not dead matter in notion, but a
magni fi cent creation. Each species is a nmsterpiece, a
creation assenbled with extrenme care and genius. Two,
humans are not separate from nature but part of it, and
they depend on millions of organisns we nostly consider
beneath our notice. The fundanental purpose of humans
is to serve and care for nature, this according to
Genesis 2. Human dom nation of the earth is
undeniable. It is equally clear that we have botched

it.
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Three, the creatures, including salnon, are
not mere resources to be used or abused, wasted and
sacrificed to our artificial contrivances. They're to
be treated with respect and ki ndness as befits
creatures of intrinsic work.

Four, human devices and inventions nust be
subordinate to and in harmony with God's work or chaos
is the result. W are to take pains and endure sone
i nconveni ence to see that the proud works of human
hands do not hinder and harmthe creatures and works of
God. We are to see to it that creatures flourish as we
wi sh to flourish oursel ves.

It is therefore in the interest of our proper
humanity to renove these dans.

THE MODERATOR: Ckay, Jack

>>: We nust not destroy the works of God for
the sake of a barge.

THE MODERATOR: Laura Thomas? Again, folks
in the back, it's really hard to hear when you're
havi ng conversations back here. So if you could nove
t he conversations out to the hall

>>: Many of the you know the song by Wody
Guthrie celebrating the damm ng of the Col unbia River.
As we're looking at this | would Iike to sing a new

version of Roll on Col unbi a.
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(Si ngi ng).

Sone great river dans turned the world's
fishery into pulp nmlls and now our Sockeyes and Cohos
are gone, but roll on, Columbia, roll on, roll on
Col umbia, roll on.

On big Douglas Fir stunps where your channe
cuts through, rem nds us of beauty our forbearers once
knew, but if you want to find wildlife look in the
zoo. So roll on, Colunmbia, roll on. Roll on
Col unbia, roll on. Once a free river but now a big
poi son pond, but roll on, Colunmbia, roll on.

Your water use |laws are a huge public con, so
in sumrer you beconme a huge public john, but roll on
Col umbia, roll on. Now your industries grind mam
earth into hash, creating extinctions to |ine pockets
with cash. And if we cry it's a crinme, they say let's
not be rash, let's sing roll on, Colunbia, roll on
Roll on, Colunbia, roll on. Roll on, Colunbia, rol
on.

Once a free flowing river now a big poison
pond, so roll on, Colunbia, roll on. Rain water will
keep forming until the law is reversed. Danms can be
unbuilt to show fol ks of a |l and where free rivers fl ow
on. It's industrial madness that one day shall pass.

Sweet Colunbia is waiting for the day we all ask where
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our beautiful river has gone. Roll on, Colunbia, rol
on. Roll on, Colunmbia, roll on. Roll on, Colunbia,
roll on. It's the tine you were freed fromthe hell we
have spawned, roll on, Columbia, roll on

(End singing).

THE MODERATOR: Doug Steuart followed by Tom
C. Thomas Schaefer. Doug Stewart. Are you here?
Thomas Schaefer followed by Tom Myrum fol | owed by David
Mller.

>>: CGood afternoon. |'m Tom Schaefer
Oiginally | had planned to tell you the story of a
m sadventure in Colunbia | and where every day reality
defies logic. Wth a seaport and desert 400 mles from
the sea. Vhere fish travel to the sea in trucks so
that we can travel to the sea in the river. But |'ve
decided to | eave the story and to respond to sone of
the remarks from peopl e opposed.

It's been pointed out that hydropower is one
of the Four-H s, so why are sonme people dwelling on
that and insisting that it's done the npbst damage? In
the 60's, salnmon runs in the state nunbered sonething
i ke 100,000 fish each year. In the 1990's the runs
have declined to nore |ike 10,000 fish each year. What
was t he biggest change between the before and the

after? It was the dans.
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Anot her comrent we've heard is that renpving
the Snake dans won't hel p because Snake sal non woul d
still have to negotiate four dans in the | ower
Col unbia. The Hanford reach the Col unbia River stil
has healthy runs despite the fact that the fish
spawni ng nmust negotiate the same four dans that the

Snake woul d have to pass. So four dams versus ei ght

dans.

| probably don't need to rem nd you we've
al ready spent over 3 billion dollars nmoving fish in
trucks and it has not worked. | probably also don't

need to remi nd you because other speakers probably
mentioned this, that one definition of insanity is to
repeat the sane actions and expect different results.

More trucking of fish isn't going to solve the

probl em

So, Alice in Colunbialand, will Alice wake up
and realize that was all just a curious drean? No, we
know it's not a dream It's reality. The way the

story used to end is that we nust bypass the four dans
and let salnmon swimto the sea and back and keep our
prom se to the sal non people. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Dave M ler
foll owed by Phil Cochran.

>>. | would like to thank you, the panel, for
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giving us the opportunity to speak.

My first question is, do you know anyone who
has starved to death? That's because we have a very
productive agricultural system and transportation
system | think it's really sad that we can put a man
on the noon but can't put a fish over a concrete
structure. | don't knowif that's the Arny Corps of
Engi neers' problemto solve. But here we are today
trying to figure out who's right or wong with the
facts.

It's sinple, | think. Wthout the food, this
nation is a third world country. In 1917 a bushel of
wheat was valued at $3.70. Today it's less than
$3.00. Could any of you survive with a paycheck of
that kind? That's what we're faced with. |f we had
enough noney in the farm ng conmunity we woul d pay for
sal non recovery. But economically it's not there.

But as | stand here trying to tell you how
feel about this, I'Il rely on ny five-year-old son. |
told himl was com ng over here. He said, dad, just
tell themthat all we're trying to do is grow food.
Thank you for your tine.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Dave. Rebecca
Cochran, Judy Janett, Janes Bradford.

>>. My nane is Rebecca Cochran, Cascade
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Chapter of the Sierra C ub, representing 20,000 nmenbers
i n Washi ngton State.

You're here to weigh the costs and benefits
of four 30-year-old dans. Those danms provide | ess than
five percent of our region's power. They provide no
flood control. Many of the region's top scientists and
t he Washi ngton, Oregon, and lIdaho Fish and Wldlife
Departnments believe that the removal of these dans is
the best option for recovery of the nost economcally
and culturally significant runs, and what's to be
gai ned? Restoration of fishing econom es, honoring
tribal treaties, and protecting our |ow cost power.

Many have spoken in opposition of the wild
experinments and | agree. These dans and the process of
bar gi ng sal non has been a costly |ong-term experinent
that has failed. It is time to take the needed steps.
The Corps, NMFS and our elected officials need to show
| eadership and vision and renove these dans. W can
have sal nron and we can have agriculture. It's not an
either/or proposition. Renoving dams would put fish
back in our rivers alongside agriculture. W can
protect those tribal treaties, if the Corps, NMFS, and
our govern continue to drag their feet, our sal non, our
regi on, our econony will | ose because of this continued

i naction. Renenber to keep this environnent live. The
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power can be mitigated. Transportation, can be
mtigated. Extinction is forever.

THE MODERATOR: Judy Janett, Janes Bradford,
Joe Kawahara. Help me out with the clapping.

>>: Good evening. Thank you for staying so
late. | knowtine is waning. | amfrom Royal City,
Washi ngton. M husband and | have lived in Eastern
Washington all our lives. W have a farminterest.

Qur sons grow part of this.

The future of farmng is quite al armn ng
because the price that Dave MIler nmentioned is so | ow
at the present time. And with the prospect of having
dans renoved it seens |ike another nail in the coffin
It's really difficult to survive. Each farmer now
provi des enough food for 129 people. That is for each
day for a whole year. | really don't want to eat
sal ron every day. | would really much prefer a varied

diet. There are 70 different crops we grow and a | ot

woul d be lost if the dans are taken out. | hate to see
t hat .

The four dans, if they are renoved, | think
you'l'l find in the docunents that they provide

electricity for honeowners in |Idaho and Mont ana.
think that's a big percentage that would be | ost.

Those people would pay a lot nore, all of us would, for
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the electricity.
There are lots of rivers in the state of

Washi ngton that don't have too many fish in them any
nore. We used to be able to catch bottomfish there
There aren't even bottomfish there either. There are
| ots of seals that eat the salnon. And they say the
ocean waters have increased in tenperatures and the
river waters have increased. And | think a lot of this

is why there is a decline in the fish population. But

that's changing. | think a lot of it is in God's
hands. A lot will be corrected. | don't want to see
the elimnation of salnmon. | do thank you for your
time. | just want you to use commpnh sense

THE MODERATOR: Jim Bradford, followed by
Joel Kawahara and Peter Ovington.

>> |'mJimBradford. I'ma retired Potlatch
Corporation enpl oyee from Lewi ston, Idaho. |'ve spoken
before you a couple of tinmes before. Since certain
events have taken place since | spoke to you |last |
deci ded to conme here today.

First of all, let me say that |I strongly
favor breaching the four dans. W all know that the
best available science tells us that the breaching
option offers the best hope of saving our fish. This

is borne out by PATH, the |ndependent Scientific
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Anal ysis Board, U S. Fish and WIldlife Service, |daho
Fish and Gane Departnent, and 206 i nm nent scientists
who sent their nanes to President Clinton reconmendi ng
br eachi ng.

Last week, Governor Kitzhaber of Oregon nmde
a public statenent in favor of breaching, as did 500
Oregon biologists. Al of this in spite of NMFS and
CRI havi ng been discredited by peer review

| urge you to nove quickly to recomrend
breaching. At the same tinme | think it's time for the
vari ous stakeholders in this issue to get together and
begin hammering out mitigation solutions to the
econonic effects of breaching. W need to be sure. In
one el enment the economy suffers. We live in a vibrant
and diverse econony that deals with many i nputs and can
solve many inequities. However, we should sponsor
public funding of any inequities that m ght renmin
after previous initiatives are exhausted. W want our
fish back and our econony to remain strong. But nopst
of all, we need the will of you good people on this
panel to put this project into notion. Thank you very
nmuch.

THE MODERATOR: Joel Kawahara fol |l owed by
Peter Ovington followed by Susan Morgan. |If there's a

door back there that could be closed it would be
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hel pful to us. |It's really hard to hear you talking.
>>: |'m Joel Kawahara thank you for allow ng
me time to speak.

I'"'ma conmercial fisherman in WAshi ngton,
Oregon, Alaska, and California. |'ma nenber of the
Washi ngton Troller Organization and the Al aska Troller
Organi zation. |'m speaking in favor of breaching. The
| oss of productivity has disrupted fishing communities
in all four western states and in British Col unbia
The commitnment to the United States are endangered
because of this loss of productivity. W can no |onger
meet our conmmitnents to Canada, and we're really
screwing up as far as the treaty goes.

I am however not anti-farm And | do favor
mtigation for those farmers who find thenselves in
dire straits because of damrenoval. | understand very
much the problens of changi ng econom es, changi ng
mar ket s, and what not. Those people need to be cared
for.

However | feel the fishing community has been
given the short end of the stick. Since 1975, 95
percent of all salnmon productivity -- we have | ost 95
percent of all sal non productivity on the Washi ngton
coast. The state of Alaska fisheries have been cut

possi bly 50 percent, although we're now on



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

97

abundance- based prograns. Since 1985 we're suffering.
California and Oregon have suffered 30, 40 percent
because of the Endangered Species Act and restrictions
of Snake and fall Chinook. The fishernen seemto be
bearing the full brunt. | don't see farners |osing 95
percent of their incone because of mitigation to the
river. | would encourage the farmcomunity to
consider that fact. 90 to 95 percent of our incone has
been | ost because of the inpact of the Snake. Thank
you very nuch for your tine.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Peter Ovington
foll owed by -- Susan Mdrgan is being replaced by John
Rosapepe, followed by Lisa Ramra.

>>: John Leary speaking for Peter Ovington.

THE MODERATOR: |s he here? Does he know?

>> Yes. |'mexecutive director of the
Washi ngton W1l derness Coalition. W have 5,000 nenbers
i n Washi ngton State, covering nearly every county in
Washi ngton. Qur philosophy is that wlderness and wild
t hi ngs have value. That's why we work to keep the wild
in Washington. That's why |I'm speaking on behal f of
breachi ng the dans.

Environnental |y and as part of our heritage,
we need heal thy, sustainable runs of sal non and

steel head. Obviously all of the issues should be
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addressed. Reforns and hatchery observati ons and
harvest are needed. W believe that aggressive action
shoul d be used to produce spawni ng.

But as nmuch as | would |ike to advocate
wi | derness destination for the mllions of acres of
nati onal forest, we can't avoid the conclusion that the
renoval of the |ower four dans is the only benefit for
all of the Colunbia basin and Snake sal nonoi ds. Dans
don't nmake sense. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. John Rosapepe
foll owed by Lisa Ramira, and Pete Knutson.

>>. My nane is John Rosapepe and ny hone is
Port Angel es, Washi ngton.

Seventeen years ago | was a baby-sitter for
the Arny Corps of Engineers. Waring hard hat and
steel -toed boots | tended young on a barge down the
rivers. W barged because the rivers were no | onger
friendly. Salnon runs in |Idaho declined after dams
were built on the | ower regions of the Snake. What
once had been a seven-day journey turned into
nightmre. The solution was to take the sal non out of
the river and transport themthrough and around by
barge and trucks.

| was eager at the tine, caught up with the

truth that we were going to have to choose. | was
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really proud to work with the Arnmy Corps of Engi neers
at the tinme. Qur barge sported large signs letting the
public known that we were doing our part to save the
salmon. | nonitored the right |Ievel of oxygen and
tenmperatures in the hold. It was always a relief to
cone into the cool gorge with its cascading

waterfalls. VWen it came time to release the fish
woul d say a prayer for their safe return.

Unfortunately sal non and steel head nunbers
have continued to decline, and returns are no better
than the fish that remained in the river and ran the
dams. It didn't work then and it doesn't work now.
| daho Coho sal non went extinct in the md 80's.
Sockeyes have all but disappeared.

So, why do we continue? Wy are we hol ding
on so tightly to a failed barging experinment. | ask
that question every spring and sunmer as they make the
same journey that | did 17 years ago. | wonder what
the new generation of sal non baby-sitters think? Is it
just a paycheck or are they kidding thensel ves that
they're making a difference?

This is hard for society when we're undoi ng
nmonunments. Cetting rid of the dams, however, gives us
the only chance to bring back the salnon. Qur rivers

need to flow uni npeded as they did thousands of
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generations as the sal non evolved a way of life.

THE MODERATOR: Lisa Ramira follow by Pete
Knut son, followed by Charles Hudson.

>> Lisa Ramira. |I'mfrom Seattle. | ask
that my comments be placed on the records for both
t opi cs.

The Pacific Northwest is spectacular. The
trees so green, and the ecosystem so diverse. W're
lucky to be able to call this place hone. Yet today
we're here to discuss whether or not we should take out
four danms in order to bring back one of the greatest
sal ron runs. How can we be here asking this? o
course we should free the river. O course we should
bring back salnmon so we can neet our |egal and noral
obligations to native people. O course we should
guarantee that our children and grandchil dren have
salmon in their futures. O course we should free the
river and maintain this vital ecosystem W should
keep our spiritual well being intact and our allow our
natural systens. Please do what is right. Renobve the
dans, free the river, and bring back the sal non and
st eel head of the Pacific Northwest.

THE MODERATOR: Pete Knutson, Charles Hudson,
and Steve Minson.

>> H . M nanme is Pete Knutson,
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Envi ronnment al Coordi nator of the Puget Sound
G llnetters Organization, representing 800 snall boat
fishing fam |ies. Founded in 1949.

And since 1972 |'ve supported ny famly as a
comercial fisher. M group supports the recovery of
sal mon in the Pacific Northwest and that means we
support the recovery of fishery habitat. W agree that
Washi ngton rivers have becone killing fields for
sal mon. We don't want any nore apol ogi es, hatcheri es,
and with all respect Arny Corps of Engineers, Rube
Gol dbergs. The truth is we are driving the fish to
extinction. Now maybe that's no big deal as Senator
Gorton said. Species go extinct all the tinme. Well
Charles Darwin did not make exceptions for
honosapi ens. |f salnon go today, we're not far
behi nd.

We synpathize with small farnmers. We're both
food producers as a farmer said a while ago. And
meking a living fromthe dirt or fromthe sea is
tough. The prices fromour products often don't pay
expenses. And our fleet at Fisherman's Term nal today
often fishes a few days a year

We sued to invoke environmental protections
for salnmon in Washington State recently. W don't have

much left to |ose, but we're optinmstic and we want to
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bring back the fish. W synpathize with |osses
suffered by the native Anericans. You can't sustain a
fish culture without fish. But we don't have nuch
synpathy with the alum numindustry which has in the
past sucked up 45 percent of the power fromthe

Col unbia. This bankrolled two initiatives in the past
years. An industry that would rather kill sal non than
rai se their power cost. W don't give a damm about

Kai ser or Al coa.

On the other hand, we don't want to see
famly farnmers thrown out of work. But farners have to
understand that fishers have been thrown out of work by
dam constructions. Water is |life and the ancient
Egypti ans believed that stealing water fromfree
flowing water was a crinme. |If you want to get into
heaven you have to swear an oath that says | have not
messed with food supplies, and | have not built a dam
on free flowing water. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Charl es Hudson and then we'|
be at 5:30.

>> |'mwth the Colunbia River Tribal Fish
Association. This is | think my fourth hearing. And
t hey' ve been top notch. 1've told your noderator as
much as wel |

We represent the Yakinma Nez Perce. | would
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like to say that the tribal circunstances report

i ncludes a very inportant el ement about the | oss of

sal mon. The | oss of economic opportunity due to the

| oss of salnobn. But inportantly the future | oves
opportunity for those tribal nmenbers inpacted as they
seek enploynent off the reservation in conmunities that
are not open to them And the people of Seattle have

been wonderful, but that has not necessarily been the

case in sonme of the other locations. | think there is
evi dence of that aninosity, | know sone of which has
been directed to you. | think that's inappropriate and

despi cable. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: My watch is showing a little
past 5:30. But the hearing was set to end at 5:30.
How woul d you like to deal with this?

THE MODERATOR: First of all | want to thank
you who stayed all afternoon. | want to thank you,
i ncluding those who left, for all that. Clearly
there's some deeply held opinions on both sides. There
are life styles that will be directly affected by this
decision. And the fact that fol ks who cone here and
tal k and show t he respect that you' ve shown with each
other, and in sonme cases dealing with it with alittle
hunor, | want to thank you. Thank you for your tine

and attendance and those of you sticking around for
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THE MODERATOR: W'l

Thank you all very,

talk to you now

very much

104

be resum ng at 6: 30.

We' |

see you | ater

or



