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PUBLI C MEETI NG on 2/8/2000

ROBERT DURREAU

-- wWith ISSU. |1'man avid sal non and steel head
fisherman and | think we've studied these dans | ong enough.
They need to conme out of there and we need the sal non. And
the salnmon brings in far nore noney than the -- and the
steel head bring in far nore noney than barging a little bit
of wheat. And | don't care if | never see a ship in
Lewi ston. | don't believe there should be one there. That's
not a seaport.

And | guess | don't have nuch nore to say except get
t hem dams out of there.

JOHN BACON

I live at 3510 South Jefferson Drive in Spokane,
Washi ngton, and my phone nunber is 509.624.0682.

My comrents are the following: On entering the
building, | noticed the big inflated fish outside that talks
about "W need salnon. The dans don't nake sense." The dans
may or may not nake sense.

VWhat struck me odd about that sign is that people
all around the world actually do exist without sal non. W
may want sal non; we may |ike sal nbn; we nay enjoy seeing
them We may have a whol e host of good reasons why we want
the to save salnon, but it's a real stretch to say we need

sal non.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

What we do need is jobs. What we do need is to have
the City of Lewi ston and the big manufacturing, that plant
down there be able to conpete globally. W do need to be
rati onal about the real inplications and the inpact on the
gl obal environment. |f we get serious about taking out damns,
you know, where does the electricity come fron? Where does
t he paper goods cone fron? And what will be the gl oba
i mpact on pollution as we say, "Well, et sonebody el se dea

with those issues," by producing energy fromless
environnental ly friendly sources or produci ng paper products
in countries that don't have the sanme environnenta
regul ati ons that we have.

So | guess |I'mmaking a pitch for sone common sense
here. Let's find other nmeans of enhancing the sal non runs
and be real rational when we tal k about what we need as
opposed to what we want.

CRAI G BROUGHER

My nanme is Craig Brougher. | amfrom W/ bur,
Washi ngton. | am making conments on the All-H paper as wel
as the federal EIS salnmon recovery efforts.

One of the first cooments is are the salnon really
endangered? The use of the evolutionary significant units
seens to be political nore than scientific. Separating fish
into regions or basins where they're separated by natura

barriers does not constitute a new or different species.
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Grizzly bears in Yellowstone are the same as grizzly
bears in Al aska; just separated popul ati ons isol ated by
space. And our river salnon are the sane as Wnatchee River
sal non, just separated by nountains.

| also challenge the notion that hatchery and wild
fish are genetically different enough to classify themas two
separate species. Years of unabated cross breedi ng between
them has elim nated any genetic differences, while the
behavi oral and survival differences nmay be due to upbringing,
hat chery versus wild environnents.

| also challenge the notion that the hatcheries are
destroying runs. Captive breeding prograns are used in other
endangered speci es prograns for species recovery. A good
exanple are the California condors. Behavioral nodifications
can be nmade at the hatcheries to nake for a smarter, nore
survivabl e fish

| also challenge the notion of incidental takings.
This is not part of the Endangered Species Act. It's a
policy set by the Secretary of Interior. It circumvents the
i ntent of Congress and the ESA by all ow ng endangered species
to be killed and sold for profit. Bald eagles and ows are
not allowed to have takings. They carry heavy fines and
i mprisonment. |If salnon are really endangered, treat them as
such: No. 1, stop all fishing. No. 2, stop all habitat

encroachnment, including building, devel opnent, point and
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nonpoi nt pol lution, tinmber harvest, nmining, recreation

boati ng, swi mm ng and predation; also, inprove captive
breedi ng prograns within the hatcheries to help recover their
nunbers.

My recomrendati ons are to change the hatchery
facilities to match in-stream conditions such as grave
bottoms, irregular shapes, water velocities, hiding places
fromnatural -- made fromnnatural materials, as well as
substrate feeding or feeding the fish off the bottomi nstead
of off the top; renoving the barriers to exotic fish in
upstream habitats, count all the salnon. If a fish makes it
up the river, rejoice, let himspawn in peace.

The 4-D rules that are being proposed are too broad.
They go way beyond the intent of the ESA. The law clearly
separates threatened and endangered.

Comrents for the Draft Environnmental | npact
statenment: | nake a recommendation for Alternative No. 3.
Keep inmproving the systemwe have. The wells/dam systemis a
very good exanple to follow and | see that we have been doi ng
that on some of the dans. Let's keep working with that.

I'd also like to see the study results that are
comng out later this year to be added as a supplenent to the
draft DElIs. | oppose the breaching option because of the
i ncreased sedi ment | oads, loss of habitat and wildlife. The

i ncrease in nunber and size of islands for the colonial birds
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wi |l increase predation

The exposure of sensitive and sacred native American
sites is al so unacceptabl e.

There is also an assunption that the water and fish
travel tinmes are the same. This may not be true. Under sone
conditions, travel times for fish could decrease, especially
in lowflow years, high sedinentation or slunp occurrences.

In conclusion, | would also like to say that | don't
think it's going to create 140 mles of habitat. |It's only
going to create about 5 percent of that or less than a nile
and a half of real habitat the fish can use.

Thank you.

DAN COULSON

My name is Dan Coul son. |'mfrom Mattawa,

Washi ngton, and | would like to give my opinion on the
proposed dam br eachi ng.

| believe hydropower is the only 100 percent clean
pure and nonpol luting, totally renewabl e source of energy
that we know of. It is the cheapest nethod of power
production that exists.

The effects of capping turbines on downstreamsnolts
is greatly exaggerated. That inpact is |ess than 5 percent
as per the Norman Doe studies. A femal e sal non which | ays
3100 eggs needs to have a .06 return rate to maintain a

healthy run. | don't think the dans, even at 5 percent each
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coul d come anywhere near that problem-- near that nunber.

The water utilized by the farmers has made the
Col unbi a Basin one of the richest food producing areas in the
world. | think that the science that has been done by Norman
Doe Associates, National Marine Fisheries and all the studies
that all of the utilities have put out should be publicized
to explain to people exactly what does kill fish and the
i mpacts of the dans.

| strongly oppose breaching of any kind. | think it
woul d be taking a giant step backward.

BRI DGET JO REMAN:

| am Bridget Joireman, J-o0-i-r-e-nta-n.

' m concerned about the dam breaching and | osing the
hydropower. Nucl ear power is not popular and the repl acenent
alternatives are coal or natural gas.

I'"mal so concerned about the shipping issues.
Barging i s cheaper than using trucks and rails and al so hel ps
conserve the linted fossil fuels that we have.

Thank you.

MARLENE RENWYCK

My nane is Marl ene Renwyck.

Partial damrenoval is a no-brainer. |If we all hope
to avoid the inpending extinction of salmon and steel head
runs, we nust provide better habitat. These fish need

col der, fast-noving water, free frominpenetrable concrete
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slabs in order to survive.

In addition, we need to establish buffer zones al ong
streans whi ch prohibit | ogging, grazing and road
construction. Wthout intact spawni ng beds, we fail to
provide for full recovery. Along with that, free-flow ng
river stretches such as the Hanford Reach should be
permanently protected to provide sonme of the only remaining
native river habitat.

Hat chery fish and bargi ng young sal non have fail ed
to sustain dw ndling sal nron popul ations. Not only have these
proj ects denied salnon a real and honest chance at recovery,
but they've wasted nmllions of dollars and decades of tine
that all could have been better spent.

How much | onger will we cave in to pressures from
i ndustrialized politicians and federally subsidized
comrercial interests? Salnon are |ong overdue that which has
been theirs since the beginning of tinme: The inherent right
to exist. Renoving four dans is, after all, the very | east
t hat we can do.

NORM Mt CLURE

I"'m Norm McClure, representing the Washi ngton
Associ ati on of Conservation Districts and the Washi ngton
Rangel ands Conmmittee. Both of these entities support a
concept of coordi nated resource nmanagenent which is highly

recogni zed for achieving habitat enhancenent at the |oca
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I evel. This approach has a great record for engagi ng and
enmpowering | ocal | andowners and for devel oping site-specific
solutions to | ocal problenms and community-based efforts at

t he subwat ershed | evel .

Pl ease | ook forward to our vision paper, which wll
be mailed to the participants |eading the discussions of this
forum t oday.

I was concerned -- one nore coment -- the 4-H paper
that | received yesterday, executive summary, talks about an
Alternative C, the coordi nated regi onal approach, which is
for improving habitat with local efforts. However, at the
presentation and slide overhead today, it nentioned only that
effort as achieving ending further degradation. | believe it
should -- the paper that | have shows the potential for
enhancenent rather than only preventing degradation is nuch
nore appropriate. And the presentation this norning seened
to undercut the full potential of Alternative C for resolving
the problens that we have before us.

Thank you.

KEN JACOBSON

This is Ken Jacobson. | farmand ranch in eastern
Washi ngton. Mich of ny pastureland is al ong nonfish-bearing
streanms and also along intermttent or seasonal runoff
streams that dry up in early June

My concern is the proposed 200-foot buffer zone rule
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on all waterways. National Marine Fisheries Service rules
seek to control private property and put an unequal burden on
agricultural l|andowners wi thout any financial conpensation.

The rules are focused too nuch on restoring habitat
at | andowner expense while allow ng the predators such as
seals, sea lions and terns along the coast to flourish
unchecked. These predators probably destroy nore sal non than
all the stream habitat in eastern Washi ngton affects sal non
runs.

Al so, stopping harvest of salnon and poor ocean
conditions should be anal yzed and dealt with before this
massi ve expansi on of federal authority in the form of |ost
property rights is enacted.

I am not against salnmon. | am against rules that go
too far and infringe on my rights, rules that threaten ny
livelihood and rules nmade by an agency that threatens nme with
fines and jail tine.

In closing, | would encourage adaptation of
bi ol ogi cal - based standards for all of the salnmon |ife stages.
Pl ease avoid drastic action based on panic or politics. Seek
a reasonabl e course based on sound nonprejudi ced science.

Thank you.

JI'M CRONI N:

My nane is Jim Cronin of Spokane, Washi ngton

And | would like to make a comment regardi ng the

10
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sal ron and the breaching of the danms. And | want to say that
| support breaching the four Lower Snake River danms because
think it's, in the end, the compn sense thing to do is to
put the sal non on the best prospective to recover. And

think all the techno-fixes and all the studying themto death
and all that kind of thing is getting us nostly nowhere.

So | want to say that | support the dam breaching
and | support hel ping the comunities down there with sone of
the noney you would spend in all of the other things and to
keep it sinple and recover the sal non and put themthe first
priority and do everything you can to help themrecover.

Okay. Thank you.

ROGER K. WESSELMAN:

| am a Mansfield, Washington, farnmer. | would like
to make comrents on the breaching of the Lower Snake River
dans.

| am very disheartend with what they're -- the
potential that this would be to the econony of our area. |If
you | ook at this as just not in our state, it is in |Idaho,
Oregon, Montana, and other states included with the freight
that goes down the river. | really believe that this would
hurt our econony. Wat would we do with the people that are
just -- or their jobs taken away because of this? You are
stepping on private property rights because you have no way

to irrigate your ground.

11
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You woul d be taking away water that woul d
essentially be keeping ground fromblowing in a |lot of areas.
There is an awful |lot of other things that are potential to
agriculture. You talk of cost of production going up

Qur freight would go higher for our commodities
goi ng downstream or down to Portland to put over 700, 000
trucks on the road, which | am sure has been nentioned
before. Qur rail system would be overl oaded. CQur highways
woul d be denolished fromthat many trucks. W have the rai
up and down the Colunbia to the port right now to cover what
we have hardly.

The other thing is that | think that it's ridicul ous
that we think that salnon that are comi ng out of the nurse --
or fish hatcheries are not the same. | think we need to

realize that evol ution does cone.

Yes, we do have to keep the salnmon. | will not say
that. It is a good sport. It is a good way of -- means of
food for all of us. | believe that we need to really

consi der what we're doing on harvesting out on the seas, what
the seals are doing at the nouth of the Col unbi a.

And al so, when one -- the story | have heard is that
when one sal nron went up the wong tributary of the Methow,
that it was killed because it was supposed to be going up the
Okanogan. | don't understand why in the world a fish

biologist, if a fish was going to spawn, that you would take

12
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one, if it was a native or not, going up the wong tributary.
It is just beyond nmy conprehension why this was done and why
in the world do you think that if people think that this need
to have a native salnon just going up the wong tributary,
that they think should be there. That's the way it is. But

| really disagree with a |lot of the other things that are
goi ng on that you think that needs to be done and the realism
of what really should be done and that is save the dans.

Thank you.

VI CTOR CASTLEBERRY:

This is Victor Castleberry. I'ma retired
physician. | live in Spokane, Washi ngton

And | have a great deal of interest in recreationa
activities including boating, horseback riding. I'mwth the
Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club and also with the Backcountry
Hor senmen, the Inland Enpire Chapter. W have approxi mately
200 nenbers. |'mnot speaking for either of these
organi zations. | am speaking for myself, but |'msure that a
nunber of individuals would agree with me in these
or gani zati ons.

I ook on the current sal non problemas greatly
endangered because of inadequate egress into their spawning
areas, and | think that damrenoval would be a very good
option, fromwhat | know of the status and information that

has been presented in public foruns to this point.

13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| am hopeful that the decisions will be nade on good
scientific bases, that there will be due consideration for
the econom c i npacts and that the overall philosophy of
preserving sal non the considered a paranount inportance.

This certainly has to be the -- it has to be taken
into consideration that the econom ¢ survival of Lew ston and
ot her communities, as well as the farm ng industry, be
considered. But | think alternate neans of transportation
and recreational influx certainly will overcone sone of the
presunmed econom ¢ costs of breaching danms. To put it nore in
a nore sunmary fashion, | would say that | think |I would be
in favor of seeing these dans breached in order to have
proper flow of the rivers, proper spawning and a nore
naturalistic environment for the fish thensel ves.

Thank you very much for this opportunity.

ED WESSEL MAN

Okay. |1'mEd Wesselman and | ama retired farnmer in
Dougl as County. 1've farmed there for 40 years.

And |I'm old enough to renmenber the devastation of
the flood of 1948, when the Columbia River and the Snake
Ri ver went on its ranpage. And everything from-- the only
dam that was on the river, as | remenber, was G and Coul ee
Dam and everything downriver clear to Portland was al nost
devastated. And the City of Portland or Vantage was

conpl etely washed out and Portland was near at flood stage.

14
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And | believe, with the renoval of these dams, there
is -- that has been proposed, we will see, in tinme, another
situation |like that, and it can be disastrous. Besides al
of the other ranifications that can cone fromthis, fromloss
of electricity and irrigation water

And that is nost of what | would |ike to get across
right at this nmonent.

Thank you.

JON BI NNI NGER

My nane is Jon Binninger.

It's time we got serious about saving our remaining
runs of salnon and steelhead. My nom as a little girl, used
to catch steel head with her parents on the North Fork of the
Clearwater. These were huge wild fish weighing up to 30
pounds. They were bl ocked fromtheir ancient spawni ng
grounds by Dorshack and are now extinct.

It's the same story across the entire Snake River
Basin. The salnon and steel head runs on the Boise, the
Payette, the Wiser, the Upper Snake itself, and severa
other rivers and streans are now extinct because of dans now
bl ocki ng their way.

Fortunately, we still have several hundred mles of
pristine spawning habitat in the Potlatch and Sal non and
Grande Ronde Rivers. These renmining runs have proven to be

extrenely resilient, negotiating every obstacle we put in

15
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front of them It anmazes nme that any make it back at all
But with the |ast series of dans on the Lower Snake, they've
definitely nmet their match

These dans were designed to allow fish to pass up

and down the river and they have failed. W nust bypass our

dans and preserve our fish -- our fish runs for generations
to cone.

Thanks.

JAMES GROSS:

James Goss. |I'ma farmer from Marlin, WAshington

in Gant County.

We do nost of our business in farm ng and we believe
we do need dams to get our product to market and to the
ocean. |'mnot saying that it does not matter, that sal non
don't matter. | believe we do need to save the salnmon if
there is a problem

But is there a problen? 1Is it just the people that
are the problemor are the salnon really a problen? How nany
are we fishing, the harvesting on the ocean? Don't we -- we
probably ought to cut back there a little bit.

And we do need the rivers and the sal non and the
dans need to stay, but our salnon also need to stay around.
And what | am hoping for is the people that study and the
peopl e that do nost of this, that are involved, that they

take this thing into real consideration, that we do need the

16



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

dans and they have to stick around but the sal mon need to be

saved, too.

Thank you.

DAVI D GROSS:

A conment on the salnmon. |f they're supposed to be
extinct or an endangered species, why are they still being

harvested in the ocean and in the nouth of the Col unbia? To
spell it out as an endangered species and you can't harvest
it anynmore, but the salnon, they're on the endangered species
list and they're still harvesting |ike nothing changed.

So I'mjust making a comment on that that | don't

think that it's a salnmon problem | think it's a people
probl em

And that's all | got.

Thanks.

GRACE TAYLOR

My nanme is Grace Taylor and | live in Washington
state and we own a 100-acre ranch in Chewel ah, Washi ngton
| have lived here for approxinmately 30 years, ny husband and
ny famly.

I amin favor of breaching the dans because | think
we're getting to a point of no return. And it may not be the
only solution we need to saving the species of the sal non,
but | think it does have to be done.

I think also the federal governnment ought to nake it

17
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right for the people who are actually inpacted, the farners
that m ght |ose out, should that occur. The governnment needs
to make it right with those people, just as they need to make
it right for what they've already done previously. There is
a lot of revised thinking on what the Corps of Engineers
originally did. W need to nove with the tines. W need to
preserve our world. W need to try to nmake things right.

And it was really good to hear other people speak.
There are lots of different points of view that are valid.

| do want to say | took tinme off fromwork to cone
down here. | may be an environnentalist, but believe nme, |
am here just because | personally aminterested in this issue
and | do work. And | took tinme off fromny work and | really
appreciate that you are listening to the various points of
Vi ew

I just think we need to breach the dans. It's hard
on the people. Also, | do not think the places |ike Cenex
and all the chemi cal producers and the other issues that are
involved in the farmi ng industry should be necessarily hel ped
out by the federal governnent. | amtalking about reparation
for the individuals that are hurt.

Thank you.

ROSE FANGER

I am Rose Fanger from Spokane, Washi ngton, and

would like to go on record as pro sal non.

18
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I would like to see the dans breached. I want -- |

amtired of being the species that destroys everything.

want to see our sal non cone back. It will enhance our area
in many ways. It will provide a lot of jobs if the sal non
cone back

We've already tried busing -- | nmean, what is it? --

barging the salnmon and it hasn't worked. Let's get off that
track of failure and breach these dans, which aren't
necessary anyway, and get the sal non back

Thank you.

ROSE SPI DELL:

Sal non are an inportant part of our culture and
econonmic life here in Washington state and in the Pacific
Nort hwest. All evidence seens to support the fact that
partial removal of the danms on the Snhake River woul d benefit
not only sal non recovery, but also would benefit the econony
in the long run and there woul d be obvious results --
positive results for our cultural heritage with the sal non.

| hope that the people will make the right decision
and we will see the partial renoval of these dans in a very
short period of tine.

Thank you.

JOHN ANDERSON

My nanme is John Anderson. |'m general manager/ CEO

of Central Washington Grain Growers, Incorporated, a

19
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cooperative with over 1500 producer/Il andl ord nenbers.

We oppose dam breaching. It is not the answer to
the i ssue of better conserving our fish resource but is an
exanpl e of an extreme neasure, the result of which will be
much hi gher costs to specific industries and the public in
general, without an equal and offsetting benefit to
conservancy of fish.

Farmers are pro environnent. | contend that no
group of people is better at being conservationists than
farmers due to their nmulti-generational tie to and respect
for their land and the recogni zed benefit to thensel ves and
their heirs of being good stewards of the |land on which they
produce their crops.

Conmerce on the rivers is critical to farners
getting their crops to market. Rail |ine abandonnents in
recent years have nmade barge traffic even nore critical to a
greater nunmber of farnmers as the only viable neans of
transporting their crops to the export market facility.

Breaching would result in a significant increase in
truck traffic fromareas that currently depend on the Lower
Snake River for noving grain by barge. This increase in
truck traffic will result in significant increases in the
cost to the public both in terns of road maintenance and
safety issues.

Currently, the supply of equipnment and the rates for

20
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t he nodes used for grain novenent -- truck, barge and rail --
are wel |l bal anced and are based on historical usage and
conpetitive rates. Breaching would result in a significant
and i nmedi ate i nbal ance in the infrastructure of grain
transportation. The result of cost increases, while
initially borne by the shipper, would all be passed on to the
farmer through higher transportation, handling and storage
char ges.

Federal responsibility for mtigation of breaching
impacts to infrastructure is limted to danage directly
caused by drawdown. So, in effect, all of the extra costs
woul d be placed on the shoul ders of producers who have been,
are now and likely will be in the foreseeable future under an
extrene financial burden due to the depressed econony in
agriculture.

There are better answers to conserving sal non than
the extrenme neasure of dam breaching. Let us proceed in our
conservancy efforts by other neans, ones that don't cone at
such a high cost without an offsetting benefit to the public
good .

GREG RUPERT:

Greg Rupert, and I am from Spokane County.

| have some comnments about the Snake River dans to
reduce this debate to its base elenents and this is a noral

issue. This is a test of our collective character and our
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culture. Do we possess the courage and the vision to right a
wrong?

Elite interests claimthat these dans are integra
to our econony. Their argunents sinply do not stand up to
anal ysi s.

| predict that 20 years from when these dans are
breached, the econonmics of the healthy river systemwl|
prove that their current arguments to retain these dans are
wi t hout nerit.

| refuse to use the statistics. The scientists have
studied this for 30 years. |If you oppose breaching, make no
m st ake, you are advocating extinction for fish and native
culture. Follow your heart. Wo anmobng you will help ne
explain to our children why there are no fish in the Sal non
Ri ver? Restore the spirit of the Snake River. Breach the
damns.

VERN CLEMENSON

My name is Vern Cl enenson.

And | appreciate the opportunity to be with you
toni ght to discuss the inportant issue of the salnon and the
dans. The dans were built with a ot of foresight and the
fish | adders were built and are very efficient. The problem
is the fingerlings as they go downstream

It's my understanding that -- picture with me for

just a minute, if you would, the fingerlings as they used to
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be before the dans were built: One-inch long, getting ready
to make a journey fromthe Idaho wilderness to the Pacific
Ccean. They filled their little bladders with air and
floated down the river as if they were rafting, taking about
seven to 14 days.

Now picture the fingerlings today as they attenpt to
meke the sanme journey. They get going and they're rolling
along real nicely and then all of a sudden they cone to the
first dam and the slack water behind it. A few of them make
it through. And they are rolling along and then they come to
anot her dam After eight tines, the fingerling population is
greatly dim nished.

Now, we need the dans for their electricity and for
their irrigation. W nust preserve the salnon. God gave us
the power of thought and we must co-exist with nature.

My suggestion is that when the dans were built,
there was wrong thinking which took place in that there was
no provi sion nmade for the fingerlings going downstream Now
you have the opportunity, because of all of the public outcry
and because Congress is interested, to receive the noney to
build these dans the way they should have been built in the
first place, providing a stream around the dans and ar ound
the slack water so that when the fingerlings are going
downstream the dams can be shut off, the water diverted into

the streans and allow the fingerlings to go downstream
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per haps one nonth a year. After that process is over, the
dans can go back into operation

I don't know how to do it, whether you dig a trench
around the slack water or build platoon -- stream
repl acenent, a tenporary outfit, or various ways. O perhaps
have a tube that you would bury under the ground. But there
is away to do it. It's going to cost noney. It nust be
done and it nust be done in a way that the dans can be
preserved and that the sal nmon can be preserved, as well

| thank you for the opportunity.

CARRI E COLLETTE:

I am from Spokane, Washi ngton.

And | just want to say that | do not want to stand
by and watch the salnon leave as | grow up in this country.
| believe the salnon are very, very inportant to our -- to us
as a whole, as our comunity. The sal non have been here for
so long and now we are just going to sit by and watch the

sal non | eave one by one as they becone extinct.

Really, all | can say is that | think we need to
take the dams down. And | just want to | eave you with a word
of advice. And | want you to think about this -- think about
-- don't think about -- | can't say it -- sorry. Think --

don't think about what the fish can do for you, but think
about what the fish -- what you can do for the fish, because

that's really the question we're asking.
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LADD G. M TCHELL:

H . This is Ladd Mtchell from Ephrata.

I would like to share a few conments with you. And
I will try to make this quick without a lot of details. But
anyway, | think the sal non are underesti mated or underrated.
In fact, the fact that sal non do adapt has not been di scussed
in this dam breaching proposal. Wth 5,000 eggs |aid by each
femal e sal non, one woul d expect a wi de genetic ability to
change rather quickly. W know that the ocean environnents
and river environments are constantly changed and sal non have
had to adjust over the centuries.

Measuri ng genetic and popul ati on changes due to
speci fic environnental changes is very difficul with the life
cycle or generation length of three to six years for Snake
Ri ver salnon. Studies with a given environment nust be
constant, at least a six-year period, to result in sone
degree of conpetence. Wth nature at work, maintaining a
constant environnent is not really possible, so it is
i mpossible to really get a true picture of man's changes.

Sal ron nunbers were low in the 1870s. Fish
hatcheries were established in 1878, and with 10 to 20
percent of the sal non straying, we had |local mxing. Plus
the agencies were nixing salnmon fromhatcheries with runs to
bol ster them of course, nongrelized the sal non.

Two observations |ead us to sone genera
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concl usions. A nunber of generations have passed since the
danms in question were put in, so our present sal nmon have

| argely adapted to them or at |east they have got a rea
good start towards that.

Of course, an action to help the present-day sal non
adapt and survive needs to be focused on the m ni num of man's
environnmental effects and by stopping | arge inpact
experinents like the flow augnentation renoval of dans.

Smal | changes should be in favor of both man and sal non
needs. Inprove salnmon areas at the headwaters or spawning
streans, use hatcheries where needed. Do nore work to
continue inproving sal non transportation system around dans.
Reduce predation. Stop or reduce the Indian net fishing and
commercial fishing to a level that will allow for the

st eel head and sal non to recover. Reduce the inpact of Indian
net fishing for trade. Wrk out sonmething with 'em anyway to
hel p provide food, because that was the basis for those
environnent -- | nmean the basis for those agreenents under
commercial fishing, the ability to catch salmon. Put in fish
hatcheries in the Lower Sal non for commercials.

Man needs to get out of the way and |l et these fish
evol ve and survive as nature -- survival of the fittest
rules. |In sone cases, it may not be in society or nature's
best interests to have all salnon runs survive. There is a

limt to our ability to go against nature and try not to | et
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nature's survival of the fittest rule prevail

Thank you. This has been Ladd Mtchell

ELEANOR LaROCCA

El eanor LaRocca. | live in Spokane.

| just wanted to say | want to try to save the
salmon and try to have the people take down the dans so the

sal non can get through so they can lay their eggs. And

wanted to see -- | wanted to --
I think I amdone. | think | am done
JEFF HEDGE
I live in Spokane. | amcurrent chapter president

of Physicians for Social Responsibility in Spokane.

The science is clear. Salnon didn't evolve in a
series of |akes. W need a free-flowing river to restore the
sal mon popul ati on.

I think it's really arrogant of us to think that we
real |y understand what woul d happen to the ecosystemw th the
extinction of salmon. W are just beginning to | earn about
nutrient cycling fromthe ocean to the forests of |daho and
what the meaning of that is.

I think there have been a | ot of numbers shown that
| have seen tonight, nunbers that | haven't seen about the
exi stence value of the fish.

In today's society where we pay -- a work of art may

be worth 50 to a hundred million dollars, the conplex
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behavi or of salnobn is sonmething that is -- conpared to that
is sonething that is priceless.

We have not tal ked about the religious and cultura
meani ng of the fish. These fish are sacred. | recommend we
nmove swiftly and take decisive action to renove the danms to
restore the fish popul ation

Thank you.

CHARLES BATES:

Char | es Bates.

And | am here today just to say one very sinple
thing. | think salnon are very inportant and | think that
t hose danms don't nmke sense. You know, it's kind of a cliche
all over everywhere. But | amjust a person. | don't hunt.

I don't fish. | ama person that enjoys living and | think
that every creature also enjoys living. And they deserve the
right tolive. And so do the only option that makes any
sense and breach the damns.

Thank you.

( PROCEEDI NGS CONCLUDED. )
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