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TW N FALLS, | DAHO

Wednesday, March 8, 2000, 6:57 p.m

THE MODERATOR: We're going to start our ora
testi nony now. Let ne go over with you again how
this works. First I'll call your nane to cone to
the m crophone based on the sign-up sheet.

I don't know if you noticed or not, but
next to each |ine was a nunber. They go across the
sheet. So there was nunmber one on one sheet,
nunber two on anot her sheet, nunber three, that
way. So | don't know if you had a chance to note
where you are, but you should come up pretty much
according to the nunber, after our public officials
speak.

So I'lI'l call your nane based on your
nunber, and |I'Il call who is up and who's up next
and who's on deck. So please be ready and get to
the cl osest mcrophone, so that we can nove right
to you.

We use a light systemto | et you know
how nmuch time you have, and that's right over here.
So you need to watch the lights in front of you.
And the green |ight nmeans speak, the yellow |ight

i ndi cates that you have 60 seconds to wrap, and the
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red |ight neans stop. And I'Il help you out there
if you fail to | ook up.

At the end of your tine, please |eave
the microphone so the next speaker may begin. W

want to try and accommodate as many of you as want

to speak tonight. Again, that's our goal. | don't
know if we'll get there or not, but that's our
goal

Because the neeting is being
transcri bed, please indicate whether you're
commenting on the Corps EIS or the Federal Caucus
Al |l -H paper or both. If you don't know, that's
okay. We'Il make sure we get your comrents to the
appropriate federal official. Be sure and state
your nanme at the beginning of your testinmony and
the organi zation or agency you're representing, if
any.

I want to go over -- oh, and one nore
thing. |If you have your coments witten down,
even in handwiting, even cursively, it's helpfu
to hand those in, in case the -- sonetinmes when
people are trying to fit their testinony into three
m nutes, they talk very, very fast, and the court
reporter can't get everything down.

So it's helpful to have even the
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handwritten notes to pick up pieces that m ght get
dropped. So if you have that, you can hand themto
Nola right here, and she'll collect those from you
as you nake your comments.

I want to go over the ground rules one
nore tinme before we get started. Again, |'m going
to ask you to refrain from cl appi ng, booing,
cheering, gestures, anything like that. Just so
that we can keep peopl e noving al ong.

I'd ask you to keep your comments
respectful, please. And be courteous, and pl ease
st op speaki ng when your time is up. That makes it
a lot easier for all of us.

So with that -- oh, and one nore tine
l et me request, because we have so nmany people who
want to speak tonight, if the panel has heard from
you in the past at any of the other neetings, if
you woul d consi der when your nanme conmes up
wi t hdrawi ng your nane or noving it to the end of
the list so people who haven't been to any of the
ot her hearings can get their coments in, we would
really appreciate that. So |'d just ask you to
consider that and see if that's sonething that you
can do.

Wth that, we're going to start with our
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4
el ected and tribal officials. W' ve got 11 people
signed up there, so our first half hour, alittle
over half hour, 45 minutes, will be our elected
officials, and then we'll get to the first person
si gned up today.

Okay, so our first three people are
Li onel Boyer, Ted Howard and Curtis Mendenhal |
Li onel, you're on. And Ted, if you can get ready
at one of the mcrophones, and Curtis, you as well
that woul d be hel pful.

LI ONEL BOYER,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, BOYER: Good evening. M nane is
Li onel Boyer, policy representative for the
Shoshone- Bannock tribes. | cone to you to speak in
behal f of my people; also ny brothers, the sal non.
I also am here to make comment in reference to the
danmage t hat has happened to the Snake River.

This river, just outside the building
here, you seen it when you canme in. That river was
a main source for many of the nmajor runs of sal non
goi ng down into the Colunbia River and on into the
Paci fic Ccean.

Today the run is depleted, primarily
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because of dans. Not the four |ower Snake River
dans, but the first dans that were put on to the
Snake River. For what? For mning purposes.

Now we have to deal with the results of
what has occurred. The fish are gone fromthis
particular part of the river. The four |ower Snake
Ri ver danms are in the process of elimnating the
remai ning runs that come into the Snake River. M
m ke's given out. It's dropping. Maybe |I'm
tal king too hard.

But | want you to know that those fish
that were in this river just outside of the
bui l di ng here, down the road, was a mmajor source of
the fish for ny people.

And today, those fish are gone. They
have not been replaced; they have not been
recovered in any way. We'd like to see them
recovered. W'd like to see the rivers returned to
the clean, pristine way they were.

Today, |I'mafraid that the many things
that are occurring, the recovery efforts that have
been mandated by Congress are not working,
primarily because you have not been doi ng your
j obs.

And it seens to nme that we, the first
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Anmericans, are going to have to take you to task
And it's going to be a lot nore costly if we |ose
the natural runs of our fish. They're spiritual to
us, a spiritual tie to us. They don't nmean that to
you. But to us, it's our natural connection with
the creator. To you, it's sport and recreation

So with that, | |leave that with you, and
certainly hope that your dreans and your Vi sions
will be for the fish. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Lionel
Ted Howard, Curtis Mendenhall, and Doug Manni ng.
TED HOWARD

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. HOMRD: Yes, this is Ted Howard of the
Shoshone- Pai ute Tribes. The natural comm ssions
and the natural river ecosystens have al ways been
the position of the tribes. The fundanenta
realities are continually not being addressed.

This includes the donination by the
region's | argest energy conpani es who do not bear
responsibility to the public or the tribes, and who
wal k away with the region's benefits, |eaving the
rest of the nation's tribes and tribes bearing the

bur dens.
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Uses of the rivers nust be conpatible
with restoration and protection of natural and
cultural resources, instead of those resources
bei ng reduced to mitigation nmeasures.

All costs of operating the energy
system including subsidies to irrigators, |arge
operators, and foregone energy revenues need to be
hel d accountable, with as nmuch scrutiny as the cost
of fish and wildlife protection restoration.

Extrenme changes that the tribes have
endured in the recent past are unacceptabl e when
the animals, lands, and waters are w ped out.
Providing toll-free barge transportation costs far
nmore than the benefits provided. This ratepayer
and taxpayer subsidy is enjoyed by very few
citizens at a cost to the rest of us.

Al ternative transportation, such as rai
and trucks would restore free enterprise enpl oynent
benefits to many nore people in the existing
system |In order for the barge conmpanies in
Lewi ston to earn $4.5 mllion per year, it costs
the taxpayers $45 mllion per year

The four dans produce 1,000 nmegawatts,
4.6 percent of the region's electricity production.

It costs nore to produce the electricity than the
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energy benefits provided. This is a ratepayer and
taxpayer loss. It is not a benefit.

It's been 200 years since the arrival of
t he Euro-Anerican people, and our ecosystemis in a
bad way. | nmentioned this norning, we need to
focus on what we're leaving for our children, those
yet unborn, because we are taking and not putting
anyt hi ng back, and we need to start | ooking at
t hat .

And al so, as Lionel mentioned, you know,
they have a religious neaning to us. And also in
the presentation by the colonel there, he nmentioned
| osses in regard to jobs and dollars, with no
mention of tribal |osses, cultural, traditional
religious. How do you put dollars to that?

Thank you.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Ted.
Curtis Mendenhall, Doug Manning, and on deck is --
| think it's Keith Tinno.
CURTI S MENDENHALL

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. MENDENHALL: Curtis Mendenhall, Burley
City Council president.

THE MODERATOR: Could you speak little closer
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to the m ke, please, Curtis?

MR. MENDENHALL: Yes, | can. | have a cold.
Panel, it's great to get the information fromyou
firsthand, instead of just being left out to read
it in the newspapers. This is a very enptiona
issue. And at this point, we cannot stand by and
| et the environmental zealots and the news nedia
push for the dam breaching, w thout sone commn
sense.

As | see it, and as the constituency we
have, we have three options. One is do nothing,
two is inprove the dams and make it nore fish
friendly, and three is to breach the dam W
support the possible saving of the sal non runs, but
we do not support the breaching of the dans.

Most of the information was covered
firsthand about the econonical differences that we
may have in this, and so it does not need to be --
I won't waste the tinme at this point.

One thing on the draft report, this
report does not address all necessary steps for
sal mon recovery, just a short term This report is
i nadequate and i nconplete. W do need a conplete
report on all options for the conpletion of the

sal non recovery.
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Al so, the recent reduction, this refers
to economcs, the recent reduction in oi
production and crude is 5 percent worl dw de, and
has led to an increase of over 25 percent. The

| oss of clean electric hydropower will create

10

simlar increases to electric rates in this region

And | thank you for your tine.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Curtis. Doug,
Keith, and then J.J. Wadsworth.
DOUG MANNI NG,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statement:

MR. MANNI NG  Doug Manning, |'mthe mayor of
Burley. | want you to know | appreciate the tine
and the opportunity to be here this evening, as |’
sure you all do, and | have great respect for this
forum where we can exchange opinions, even though
they may differ from each other.

Firstly, | do not feel that dam
breachi ng addresses the full spectrumof this
conplete issue. | have concerns that there is not
enough scientific and biol ogical facts to support
any one sal non recovery program

I am al so concerned about sone reports

that estimate that approximately 75 million cubic

m
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yards of sedinment have built up behind these four
dans that we're tal ki ng about, some of which
per haps, could contain heavy netal buil dups.

If they are rel eased downstream that
could create environnental chaos, even worse than
some of the problens we face now. |'mvery
concerned about that. Have any engineering reports
addr essed those?

THE MODERATOR: We'Il get your question
answer ed, thanks.

MR. MANNING Also, | think if we're dealing
wi t h endangered species, well, put a nmoratorium on
fishing fromthe nouth of the Colunbia River up the
river for a while, see if that increases the
nunbers at all

| also worry about the water predators,
the terns, the sea lions, things like that that, |
thi nk, need to be nanaged better. Maybe in the
terns case, noved and eradicated altogether to
boost the non-consunption of the snolts.

The potentiality of increased air
pol l uti on should concern all of us as well, if the
barging is reduced. | understand what the
situation there is, but it does increase the number

of trucks on the highway, it increases fue
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12
consunption. | don't think we need any nore dirty
air in large popul ous areas or anywhere el se.

As the mayor of Burley, | represent over
3,000 households. And although | don't know how
each of ny constituents feel about dam breachi ng,
do know they do not want higher electrical rates,
whi ch are probable if dans are breached.

I'"d like to quotes M. Janes MC ure,
former senator of Ildaho, if | may, who said, "Today
we nust focus on actions that are feasible. It is
fruitless to discuss options that cannot happen and
will not revitalize wild fish runs. W nust devote
our time and resources to inproving techniques that
are working, and finding new actions that we can
take now that will have the best chance to save our
sal non. "

| support and pray for sal non recovery,
but | do oppose breaching the dans. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Doug. Keith and
then J.J. and then Lynn Ki ncannon.
KEI TH TI NNO,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, TINNO Good evening. M nane is

Keith Tinno, nenmber of the Fort Hall Busi ness
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Counci | for Shoshone-Bannock tribes, Fort Hall
I daho. More or less I'd |ike to conment here today
on regards to both the EI'S and the H papers.
First, for over 12 years now | have been in
nmeeti ngs and caucuses and sal non sumrits with each
of your agencies in Portland and throughout the
nort hwest .

Now, for that many years, we have been
trying and trying to find a way to plan a proposa
with regards to recovery of the salnmon runs. Wth
regards to inproving the dam the spillways, the
way the sal nmon, nmore or |ess passageways for them

Now, for how many years we have been
nmeeting, but yet, not come up with a plan, but
study after study for every year, each year a new
different study in regards to how we coul d inprove
and save the salnmon. But yet, we're still studying
today. The hearing tonight is here to gather nore
information to put into this study.

Now, how long is it going to take in
order to realize, and all the information that you
guys have gathered al ready, you guys have before
you, in regards to the snolts going down. You're
col l ecting down there and not conming back up. Wy?

You guys shoul d know the information.
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It's the dans that are there in place, and we need
to go back to the natural river state in order to
recover the salnmon runs and | et salnmon to be back
and com ng back.

I have been frustrated for years in
attendi ng these neetings, in regards to how we're
going to inplenment different plans, in regards to
what we're going to do. But yet, nothing has been
done.

Congress has been doi ng not hi ng about
it, inregards to being sonmething to do about it.
We have been neeting with Congressnen. | even net
with President Clinton, 1994, and talked to himin
regards to directing his federal agencies in
i mpl enenting sone kind of plan in regards to
recovering the salnmon. But yet, nothing has been
done.

Congress has done nothing, state
agenci es have done nothing, and even the federa
agenci es has done nothing. It's tinme that we do
sonmet hing. And noving the dans now, today, is the
first step in recovering the salnmon runs. And
tonorrow, maybe we'll renove the other four down
river.

Maybe that's why the snolts aren't

14
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com ng back up, because they realize they have to
go down through four turbines, and realizing al
the frustration and problens they have to face
goi ng down, they don't want to come back up
t hrough the dans. | wouldn't either

But now is the tine, and today, or
tonorrow is the tine to renove those dans. At
| east that's the first step in recovery of the
sal non, because ot herw se study after study, and
the studies are going to continue on, and nothing
will be done.

So now is the tine to do sonething, and
today is the day to do it. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Keith. J.J. --
can | ask you to hold your appl ause, please?
Thanks, | appreciate it. Keith, thank you. J.J.,
then Lynn Kincannon, and then Larry Bagley is on
deck. 1s J.J. around?

Okay, Lynn, are you around? Great.
Larry Bagley and then Alvin -- help ne out.
Choj nacky. Thank you. Go, Lynn.
LYNN KI NCANNON

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MS. KI NCANNON: Thank you. |'mhere to read

15
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a letter fromthe Bl aine County conm ssi oners.

THE MODERATOR: Can you state your name,
pl ease?

MS. KI NCANNON: Lynn Kincannon. This is a
unani mous letter fromthe comm ssion, and it is in
support of alternative four of the draft EI'S and
the Al -H paper, alternative A. Qur board
appreci ates the conplexity of the issue before you.
As public officials we are often called upon to
decide difficult issues ourselves, so we fully
understand that decisions such as these will inpact
the environnment, as well as the people who have
interests on both sides of the discussion

In order to limt the length of our
conments in this letter, we would like to
i ncorporate by reference the Boi se Statesman
speci al series on dam breachi ng that was published
in 1997.

The Statesman concl uded, as we do, that
the multiple benefits of partial renoval far
outwei gh the few isolated deficits. W also concur
with their recommendation that the few deficits be
conpensat ed through other prograns so there are
only winners in the partial renoval process.

When the cost to-date, $3 billion of
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trying to protect the endangered sal non with

bargi ng, trucking, fish riders, etceterais

conpared with the cost, $1 billion-plus, of partia

dam renoval , there is no econonmic justification to
| eave the dans in place.

When the eval uation of the
nor e- expensi ve dam preserving alternative is
neasured in terns of the level of present sal non
popul ation in the affected area, the record is
clear that all the damsaving alternatives have
resulted in an absolute failure to preserve the
species in the area affected by these four dans.

The econonic benefits of a healthy
envi ronnment and a tourist economy that cones to
I daho for fishing and recreation is substanti al
The benefits of this tourism econony enrich the
entire state and bring | arge anpunts of noney to
local conmunities, as well as to the whole state.

Qur own county is a destination resort
for hundreds of thousands of visitors each year
They come for many recreation activities, it is
true. However, fishing in general and the
attraction of the Redfish area is of particular
interest to our visitors. Many other counties

prosper as well fromthe benefits of sport fishing
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and related activities.

As county conm ssioners, we are al so
concerned that the failure to acconplish the
partial removal of these four dans nmay lead to
irrigation water diversions as an alternative
nmet hod to hel p save the endangered sal non. Such a
di version woul d not affect our farm ng community
directly, but would sharply affect other rural and
agriculturally based counti es.

In support of our agricultural friends
and nei ghbors, we ask that the partial renmoval of
the four nanmed danms be acconplished as soon as
possi bl e.

Sincerely, Marian M cks, Bl aine County
conmi ssi oner, Len Harling, Blaine County
commi ssi oner, and Dennis Wight, Blaine County
conmi ssioner. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Lynn. Okay,
Larry, Alvin, if you could get on deck two, and
then after Alvin is Audrey Dewhirst. Larry, are
you here, Bagley? GCkay, you're on, Alvin. Audrey
and then David Erikson.

ALVI N CHQINACKY

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:

18
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MR, CHQINACKY: |I'm Alvin Chojnacky, Jerone
County conmi ssioner and farnmer. |'mthe second
generation on our farm and |I'mcurrently working
my two sons, who represent the next generation on
our land that we have brought, and that we are
renting.

My parents used our water through the
great depression and the periods of drought and a
few good times. My parents paid for their water
t hrough everything, and our sons and | have paid
for our shares and any repairs that were necessary
on any damthat supplies water to our farnms.

Water is the |ifeblood of our farms, and
without it, we would not be here today. When water
started flowing in our valley, it -- farmng
started every conmunity in our valley. Today we
see all our conmunities growing and a demand for
water is increasing for all of them

It is wong to ask peopl e hundreds of
mles fromthe perceived problemto suffer disaster
for a problemthey didn't create. Science does not
support fl ow augnentation and |daho has supplied
over 20 mllion acre-feet of water for flow
augnentation over the last 10 years.

There is no proof that this added water



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

has assisted spring and sumrer chi nook runs and
i nvestigations relating to fall chinook shows only
a marginal increase, which generally are considered
to be the result of tenperature, rather than flow.

To take an additional 1 mllion
acre-feet of water for flow augnentation fromthe
upper Snake River Basin would dry up nore than
600, 000 acres of productive farm and. This would
result in an annual loss of $430 mllion, and cause
the |l oss of thousands of agricultural jobs.

In addition, this could greatly inpact
| daho's | argest agricultural industry, the dairy
i ndustry. They use a |lot of water and depend on
t hese crops of hay, corn, and barley that are
produced on nei ghboring farnms and peri ods of
drought woul d increase the |osses for everybody.

| oppose any flow augnentation because
of the severe inpact this would have on our farnmns,
i ndustries, and communities. Qur crops require
peak water during June, July, August for maxinmm
producti on.

Don't | ook at the sal non issue through
tunnel vision, |like you' ve been doing, but sit down
and |l ook at all conditions, actions, and practices

that affect salnon on their trip to the ocean and
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their eventual return, if they're lucky to be in
that smal |l nunber.

| ama water user and will do whatever
is necessary to protect our light, our industries,
and our communities. | thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Alvin. Audrey and
then David Erikson is on deck, and then we start on
our list. And our first person is Dile Mnson.

AUDREY DEWHI RST,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:

MS. DEVWHI RST:  Audrey Dewhirst, nmayor of
Rupert. W depend upon the dans for |akes and for
irrigation. There are nore fish and wildlife, such
as the ducks and geese and deer and snails too
nunerous to count in Idaho, than ever before in
hi story.

The sal mon's predators are being
protected by environnmental and endangered species
laws. In other words, the whales, the sea lions,
and other countries fish for salnon in countless
nunbers in international waters. Breaching the
danms could in no way bring back the nunber of
salmon to keep up with all these odds agai nst them

We need to propagate and raise them
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comrercially, which is already being done, except
do it on a larger scale to help them gain back the
nunbers that have been | ost.

Qur forefathers built those dans with
their sweat and bl ood, and we can readily see what
all they have done for us. W have prospered and
gai ned a nuch better |ife because of them Let us
not destroy that which has been done for us.

We cannot afford to rebuild the danms for
the benefit of saving sone sal non, which wouldn't
happen for several years anyway. It would be
devastating to our econony to | ose those dans.

They are a good thing, so let's keep themall.
Thank you.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Audrey.
Davi d Eri kson and Dile Mnson, and on deck is
Lawr ence Schoen. |If you can get to the mikes, it
really hel ps. Thanks.
DAVI D ERI KSON

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, ERIKSON: |'m David Erikson. [I'ma
citizen of Twin Falls County. | represent this
region on the |Idaho Water Resource Board. |'m here

this evening to request that flow augnentation be
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renmoved fromthe recovery option |ist.

| have followed the evolution of the
prem se of flow augnentation fromits origina
nai ve i nauguration called the fish flush. |
remenber the early sinplistic euphoria that |daho
and Montana could sinply donate their water
resources to create enough water velocity in the
| oner Snake River systemto flush young sal non
snolts to the ocean.

That sinplistic notion was laid to rest
by studi es done by the |Idaho Departnent of Water
Resources, and | ater confirmed by the Idaho
Department of Fish and Gane.

Here we are ten years later, and after
sacrificing mllions of acre-feet of Idaho water to
experinment with flow augnentation, the prenmise in
the promi se of flow augnmentation are no stronger
t han when we started.

The premise of flow augnentation as a
meani ngful solution presents a costly diversion to
the conplex and lengthy Iist of recovery
strategies. | believe that it is entirely
i nsufficient for sal non recovery officials to
propose a fully defined strategy w thout ful

exploration and disclosure of the potential danmage
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that flow augnmentation could inflict on the
region's resources and its citizens.

The damages i nclude nmany conponents of
econom ¢ and social values. Projection of sinply
renmoved irrigation acres from production to
sacrifice the flow augnentati on presents an
i nconpl ete.

The very fabric of south Idaho's econony
rests on stored water for drought protection
Drought protection, by the way, that provides
security for a wide variety of fish and wildlife
species in their habitat.

To cite a single exanple, howvalid is
it torelegate water for flow augnmentati on without
assessing collateral damage to other listed or
t hreat ened species, such as the bull trout or white
st urgeon?

I will conclude by summari zi ng what has
not been done to justify a conclusion of flow
augnentation as a sal non recovery strategy.

Now, with respect to the inplenentation
of flow augnentation, here's what has not been
done. Sal non popul ation recovery by virtue of
previ ous fl ow augnentati on has not been docunented.

Secondl y, conprehensive science-based
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ef fects have not been done. The potential for
aquatic habitat and wetland devastati on has been

i gnor ed.

The potential for danmage to the region's

t hr eat ened endangered speci es has been ignored.
Pl ans for flow augnmentati on have ignored the

ef fects of drought. A conprehensive econonic

eval uati on has not been done. | see ny time is up

and thank you very nuch.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Davi d.
appreci ate you wapping up. Dile and then
Law ence Schoen and then Richard Meiers. And |'m
goi ng to make an assunption here that J.J. and
Larry gave up their spot. They have testified
before, and | want to recogni ze that and thank
t hem

DI LE MONSON

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, MONSON: I'mDil e Monson. I'"mlocal and

nati ve I dahoan. After review ng the seven
alternatives and the council's "Hear the Decision"
panphl et, | commend the council on its attenpts to

seenm ngly pit one group or part of states against
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another. | assunme that the goal nust be to create
so rmuch discord and | ack of consensus that the
deci si ons about the Northwest will be nade back
east .

Fortunately, nost of our |egislators and
governors are wi se enough to have already given us
their opinions of how not to proceed. Mst have
openly stated their |ack of support for either
breachi ng of dans or additional water for fish
fl eshes. My | suggest some reasons that indicate
that theirs is the correct approach

|'"ve been told that there are 26 of the
west coast runs of salnon and steel head that are
|isted as endangered or threatened with another
eight varieties that are candidates for listing.

Of those 34 runs, only four pass through
the | ower Snake River dams. Some don't have to
pass through any dans at all. And yet, they are
struggling to survive. Obviously, ocean conditions
have a lot nore to do with sal non popul ati ons than
may have been previously thought. Danms nust not be
the total cause of their shrinking nunbers.

In reality, the four | ower Snake River
dans nay be the saviors of the sal non and steel head

that pass through them | say this because dans
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allow us to count and tag the fish passing by them
both hatchery and natives. How else would we
accurately know how nmuch trouble the sal non are
havi ng?

And those four dams are the state of the
art, the best built for fish friendliness. |
visited Lower Granite. | have listened to and
viewed the Arnmy Corps of Engineers' presentation on
fish screening, tagging, barging, and | adders.

It was inpressive to ne that they were
able to get fish past the damwith | ess than one
hal f of 1 percent of the fish injured or kill ed.

If this technol ogy were just applied to
t he other dans, then that would nmean | ess than 2
percent nortality for passing through all the dans
bei ng consi dered for breaching, and even the rest
on the [ower Colunbia. And if the smolts were
barged to the ocean, even natural predators in the
river would have a difficult tinme reducing their
numnbers.

Conpared to the Caspian terns, which by
the way are not endangered, the dams are relatively
harm ess. These terns eat, it's estimted, between
25 and 30 percent of the salnobn snmolts com ng down

the Col unbia River, as evidenced by the fish pit
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tags found in the bird droppi ngs on Rice Island.

Let's see, 2 percent for the dans,
25 percent for the birds. Which should we correct
first? And the dans actually help to keep the
wat er tenperature cooler, which is healthier for
the fish.

Anot her fal se statenent --

THE MODERATOR: You need to wrap up, please.
| need you to wrap up, please.

MR, MONSON: Ckay. We want our sal non and
st eel head, we want our dans for hel ping fish,
barging, electricity, and irrigation. W want our
water for irrigation and recreation

We can have all of these things if we do
what we can qui ckly and cooperatively, instead of
trying to pit one another against each other
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Dile.

Lawr ence Schoen, Richard Meiers, and on deck is
Quy -- | think it's Urena.
LAWRENCE SCHCEN

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, SCHOEN: You got it, if |I can get this

m ke down first. M name is Lawence Schoen. |
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farm and manage about 1,000 acres in the Picabo
area north of here. | count nyself anobng the
ever-increasi ng nunber of farmers who see
t hemsel ves not just as rugged individualists, but
as part of a bigger picture. This doesn't nmake ne
a dam conmuni st .

| have relationships with nmy suppliers,
with other irrigators who share the same creek as
do, and with consuners, wherever they are, who buy
the end products made from ny crops.

| also have relationships with the | and,
the wildlife and the human beings affected by ny
farm ng activities, and who affect m ne

I want America to know, nmany of us who
farm and ranch take great pride in trying to better
understand these rel ationships. W take great
pride in trying to be producers for the
21st Century, and not the 19th.

| want Anerica and the world to know,
because they are watching us as we deliberate the
fate of one of the greatest natural resources this
continent and the world have ever known, Pacific
Nor t hwest sal non, and | care about that.

The idea is |logical, defensible, and

heavily supported by the broadest spectrum of
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know edgabl e people. Renoving four |ower Snake
Ri ver dans provides the best chance we have of
restoring Snake River sal non runs.

Opponents refuse to accept this course
of action; many for understandabl e persona
reasons, others for idealogy. Only |eadership wll
solve the problem Sadly, we have none of that in
I daho fromthe powers that be.

Lacki ng | eadershi p, the people must be
enmpowered with the ideas that can nake this
proposal work. First they nmust be enpowered with
the idea that restoring salnon runs is the right
thing to do. Happily, this is the npst widely
accepted concept.

After thousands of years, the sal non
runs began their terrible declines only recently,
after these danms were built. No amount of Kkicking
and scream ng changes this.

A second big idea is that we, the people
of the nobdern era, can admt our m stakes, and we
can fix our mstakes and nove on. A third powerfu
idea is that the econonics of damrenoval, though
conpl ex, are not insurmountable. 1In fact, they are
encour agi ng.

It is also fair, just, and affordable
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for us to conpensate the famlies directly affected
by dam renoval, though they may never be
conpensated personally for society's broken
prom ses. This is the single nobst wenching factor
in the debate.

Fourth, we have so many avail abl e
choices in power generation. Again, all it takes
is |leadership. As just one exanmple, I'Il quote
Ti me Magazi ne Decenber 15th, 1997. "Studies show
that covering the existing flat roof space of many
cities with solar cells could neet half to
three-quarters of their energy needs.

"In the U S., North Dakota, South
Dakota, and Texas together are swept by sufficient
winds to nmeet the electricity needs of the entire
country." ldaho | acks neither sun nor w nd nor
private | andowners willing to contribute to the
power grid.

Each choi ce we make has costs, but the
| oss of these salnopn runs is the nost costly. It
is inconceivable to me that we could allow this to
happen. | urge you nenbers of the hearing
comrittee to support breaching these dans and al
ot her neasures that will help restore healthy

popul ati ons of these magnificent wild fish. That
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woul d be alternative four, nmaxinmmprotection. The
time for excuses is gone; the tinme for action is
now. Thank you for your tine.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Law ence, thank
you. Richard Meiers, Guy Urena. Ben Collins
is on deck.
GUY URENA,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, URENA: | am for breaching, but |
definitely want no water renoved from | daho, or
specifically this region. The popular vote, as |
see it, is going toward breaching.

THE MODERATOR: Can you speak a little closer
to the m ke please, Guy?

MR, UREMA: You bet. The popular vote is
goi ng for breaching. Never will there be a
consensus on this situation. It is going to have
to come to a governnent decision. Oherwi se, we're
going to have lawsuit after lawsuit after |awsuit,

and possi bly augnentati on.

Augnentation is very costly. [It's going
to cost mllions and mllions, possibly billions of
dollars. It's going to bring back a m nute anopunt

of fish and very little nonetary val ue.
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Breaching is the cheapest. [It's going
to bring back the highest nunmber of fish returns.
It also will keep ldaho -- or keep the water in
| daho reservoirs.

The majority of scientists state that

breaching will work, and there's a 90-percent
chance, if they don't breach, they will take nore
water. When | say "take," | nean give to the

gover nnment .

Repl acenent, | can repl ace
transportation, | can replace power. There's no
way in the world that | can replace water. This is
too big a risk, and considering the state's stand
here, looking at the wolf recovery, the |unber
i ndustry situation, | think it is tinme for the
state and the governnent to start getting together
the federal governnent, and start mtigating;
spread the cost across the regi on and conmpensate
ot hers. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Guy. Ckay,
Ri chard. Appreciate your cooperation there.
Ben Collins and Scott Shinby, | think, or Shinnenby
is on deck.
RI CHARD MEI ERS

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:
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MR, MEIERS: M nane is Richard Meiers, and
I"mrepresenting nyself. | ama former nenber of
t he 1 daho Fish and Game Conmi ssion, having
conpleted ny termof office in July of 1999.

Wi le on the comm ssion, the existing
policy was established by unani nous vote of the
conmmi ssion May 8th, 1998. 1'd like to read just a
l[ittle bit of this.

“I'n accordance with |Idaho Code 36-104, the
conmi ssions reviewed avail abl e i nformati on
concerning the State of |daho's anadromous fish and
found that the mainstream dam and reservoir system
in the | ower Snake and Col unbia River was a prinmary
factor in limting recovery of Idaho's wild sal non
and st eel head.

"The conmi ssion considers the natura
river option to be the best biological choice for
recovery of ldaho's wild sal non and steel head.
Avail able information indicates that the natura
river option is the only option that can neet
conmmi ssi on recovery standards. "

That was the policy passed in 1998. Al
bi ol ogi cal information since that tine has done

not hi ng but reinforce that decision. The O egon
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Fi sh and Game Conmi ssion has endorsed this
position. Washington Fish and Game has endorsed
the path process. Recently, Alaska Fish and Gane
has stressed the need to address the |ower four
dans on the Snake River.

I want to stress to you the policy of
the natural river option is the policy of the Idaho
Fish and Game Departnent. | believe it is based on
the best biological information available; it is
our best chance for recovery of the sal non and
st eel head.

And | support the policy and urge you to
make a recomrendati on of breaching the |ower four
dans. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Richard.
Ben Collins, then Scott, and on deck is John Broz.
BEN COLLI NS,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, COLLINS: Okay. M nane is Ben Collins.
| represent the Magic Valley Fly Fishers here in
Twin Falls, and | address my comments to the EI'S
and the All-H paper.
The hot topic of southern Idaho today is

a controversy over Confined Ani mal Feeding
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Operations, or CAFGCs. Ironically, there's a strong
corollary in the acronymthat has a direct
relationship to the plight of the sal non and
st eel head controversy.

Substituting anadronmous and fish in the
acronym one conmes up with Confined Anadronous Fish
Operations. It's ammzing how well this describes
the current philosophy concerning the Snake and
Sal ron River runs of sal non and steel head.

Maybe some of you don't know, but the
Twin Falls area used to abound in sal mon and
steel head. Believe it or not, these fish used to
run up to Shoshone Falls and all the tributaries
bel ow t hem

There were excellent runs up Rock Creek,
that runs right through Twin Falls, Salnon Falls
Creek, Bruneau and Owyhee rivers, the Boise,
Payette, and Weiser rivers. Now they are confined
to the | ower Snake, Sal non, and Cl earwater rivers;
nore than half of their former range in |Idaho.

Those that have survived in this
confined environment now have to run the gauntl et
of dans on the Columbia and Snake rivers in an
attenpt to get to their ancestral spawning grounds.

The offspring of the ones that nmake it
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are faced with an even nore form dabl e downstream
m gration. The young snolts are further confined
during their downstream m gration by hundreds of
mles of slack water behind the dans, and confined
to barges to augnment passage through the hazards of
the damturbines. It's tinme to let themswimfree,
at |east partially.

I've heard scientists, fish biologists,
| aypersons, and yes, even politicians, admt that
sal nron are one tough and resilient species. The
difference is that scientists and fish biologists
know that if given the free-flowing river option,
the species have a better than 50 percent chance of
recovery over a 25-year period.

The politicians, on the other hand, base
their opinions on rhetoric and want their cake and
eat it too. They cry, "Don't breach and don't use
full augnentation, but save the sal non."

The fact is that any option that
doesn't include breaching gives the sal non | ess
than 50 percent chance of recovery. The science is
clear, and there's no doubt of the cause and
effect. The danms are the cause, and the effect is
t he near-extinct popul ation of sal non and

st eel head.
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I'"mgoing to go down to what | feel suns
up the enotional part of this, and I'd like to have
everybody think in terns of the voice of the sal non
as | read what Chief Joseph said as they were kind
of tracked down and confi ned.

"I"'mtired of fighting. Qur chiefs are
killed. The old nen are all dead. |It's the young
men who say yes or no. He who |ed the young man is
dead. It's cold and we have no bl ankets. The
little children are freezing to death.

"My people, sone of them have run away
to the hills and have no bl ankets, no food. No one
knows where they are; perhaps freezing to death. |
want to have tine to | ook for ny children and see
how many of them | can find. Mybe |I shall find
t hem anong t he dead.

"Hear me, nmy chiefs. | amtired. M
heart is sick and sad. From where the sun now
stands, | will fight no nore forever." | hope we
don't put the salnmon in that situation

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Ben. Scott and
John Broz, and then Frank Papse is on deck. Get as
close to the nm ke as you can when you hear your
nanme, please. Thanks.

SCOTT SHI NBY,
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appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MR, SHINBY: M nane is Scott Shinby. | am
speaki ng in support of alternative four and on the
Al |l -H paper.

I owmn an outfitting and fishing guide
service in Ketchum |daho. |'ve been a trout and
steel head guide in Idaho for over 25 years. |
enploy 35 part-time and full-tinme enpl oyees who
depend on the healthy fisheries in this state.

St eel head fishing and gui di ng has been
an inmportant resource for a business. Even with a
nmostly artificial fishery that's mainly hatchery
returns, we have clients who fly in fromall over
the country to fish for steel head. They cone from
Texas, New York, California, Mchigan, just for the
experience of catching a steelhead in Idaho waters.

At the sane time, our ldaho fishernen
are going to Alaska to fish for salnobn while the
| daho opportunities shrink. | can't really inmgine
what woul d happen with the recovered wld steel head
and sal non fishery. Steelhead fishing alone
accounts for 2,700 jobs and $900 mllion to Idaho,
and to its riverside communities, and that's today.

Sal non and steel head are renewabl e resources in
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these communities, where m ning and | oggi ng
resources have di m ni shed.

I'"d like to relate a short story. Sone
25 years ago | knew an old gentleman in Hailey who
repaired my | awnnower. Hanging fromthe walls of
his shop were a nunber of three-pronged spheres
called tridents. They were attached by a stout
cord to a |l ong wooden handl e.

One day | asked himwhat they were used
for, and he related a story of when he was a young
man he would hitch the horses to a wagon filled
with oak barrels and salt, drive two days to the
Stanley Basin on a dirt trail, and spear their
salmon for winter. He said at tines the river was
so full of salnon, the horses woul dn't cross.

Seens to ne we never really quite
under stand what we had until it's gone, and there's
somet hing naturally and inherently wong in forcing
these fish into extinction. Extinction is not our
right. What we do know is that a free-flow ng
river worked for Idaho fish, and | just can't
i magi ne renam ng the Sal non River.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Scott. John Broz,
Frank Papse, and then Laverne Bronco.

JOHN BROZ,



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

41

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MR. BROZ: |I'mDr. Broz, retired pathol ogi st
in Twin Falls.
THE MODERATOR: Can you speak a little closer
to the m ke, please?
MR. BROZ: Col onel Bul en and caucus nenbers,
t hank you for holding these hearings. W
appreciate it. I1'd like to share some of ny
thoughts with you in regards to the sal non
breachi ng probl em
It seens everyone has a dog inits
fight, from Catholic bishops to the poor Indian
sitting on the rock wondering why he has an enpty
fish net. He knows, and | think we all know
I n-bet ween we have oursel ves and the
politicians. One politician says there are plenty
of salnmon in cans, they see themin the grocery
store. Another senator says the dans are inportant
for irrigation and flood control. W've talked
about this for half a dozen tinmes.
Qur governor's hung up with
fish-friendly turbines, inproved barging, and
bypassed schenes. | think we have to start with a

head-start programwith the politicians: Salnmon
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Dans 101.

Several years ago a friend of mine, an
I ndi an fishery biologist, sumed it up. It's
extinction by mcro-mnagenent. W constantly are,
in the |ast 20-30 years, making a situation fit a
pl an, instead of a plan fit a situation. There's a
vast difference, and that's what we've done.

Well, the Indian fisherman, fisheries
biologist is right. W've spent $3 billion, and
we' ve bunped a billion fish down that river. No
return. Virtually no return. Three-tenths
percent.

We woul dn't be here tonight if we had
had any results. Now your studies are about
conpl eted, perhaps we can craw out of this ness.
The solution is elementary: Breach the dams. And
it's paranopunt to address the other three H s.

The dans are a constant unrelenting and
| ethal factor in these fish. Don't ever think it
isn't. Howto get there is the problem It's a
peopl e problem not the fish. W know what to do
for the fish.

In this book, "Salnmn Trout Rivers," it
says, "We tal k about things that connect humans to

humans, not humans to salnon." And that's exactly
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what's happening. |It's a political battle. It's
not about sal non anynmore. We talk, wite, plan,
but don't listen to what the land, rivers, and
sal non say.

For the past three years we've tinkered
with this and tanpered with that, bypass schenes;
barging i s not working, they never will. Anything
other -- any other fix besides breaching | eaves
140 miles of slack water with predator fish,

t herno-ni trogen pollution

We worry about Caspian terns. 1|In 1986,
bi ol ogi sts reported 60,000, 60,000 squaw fish in
t he Bonneville pool

THE MODERATOR: | need you to wrap up now,
pl ease, John.

MR, BROZ: A brief word on barge fish, their
slow indication timng is off, the barge noise is
horrendous, they have poor survival skills, and
nost of all, they are packed together in a barge,
and the possibility of cross-infection
contanmination is real. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, John. Frank and
t hen Laverne Bronco and Curtis Webb is on deck

FRANK PAPSE,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:
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MR, PAPSE: My nane is Frank Papse, and |'m
fromFort Hall, tribal reservation, and |'m not
used to being a volunteer worker all these years.
So | traveled all the way from Pocatell o down here
to have an input on this breaching of these dans.
But we hope to bring back the sal non by ny
testinony here.

My testinmony would be on the migration
of the salnmon and steel head up to our headwaters.
Those fish, they conme up fromthe ocean to spawn in
the headwaters up in the forests. And when they
come up there and mgrate up there, they find a
spawni ng bed; pick this nice, soft little grave
portions of the river, and they spawn.

And when they spawn, those parents, the
parent sal mon, they turn white after they get
t hrough spawni ng, they turn white. That means
they're aging. And after they turn white, they die
off right there in the river, after they do their
spawn -- lay their eggs.

Okay, the main portion of that, the
creator, he made it to be this way. That's his
creation, to have these fish mgrate upstream and

go back to the ocean, and after four years, cone
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back up again, do the sane. All right.

We know that the fish dies. You' ve seen
them out there in the headwaters, in the creeks,
after they' ve spawned. They turn white, then they
die there at the stream and they -- they rot,
right there at the edges of the rivers.

Some of them float downstream and their
bodi es, the fish body particles begin formng. The
sal mon turns to particles, which is the food for

them fingerlings; the smolts, as we call them

They hatch up there, upstream at the spawni ng bed,
and they float downstream And that particles of
the parents is the feed purpose of that downstream
m gration of the snolts.
And now we tal k about those four damns.

We want to breach them And I'mfor that, because
when that water -- those particles reach that stil
wat er above the dams, tend to sink into the nud,
which turns to starve themfingerlings that's going
to be able to nake it over the dam

THE MODERATOR: | need you to wap up now.
Thanks.

MR. PAPSE: And then the next damw || do
some worse. And then the downstream dans, the

forts can be sunk into the ground. And that's --
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little fingerlings will have no fish, and they'l
starve to the rest of the over 100 miles to the
ocean. This is why we're | osing our sal non.

THE MODERATOR: | need you to wap up now.
|'"msorry, Frank. Your time's up. Thank you.

MR, PAPSE: This is what | want to say.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you very nuch
Laverne Bronco, Curtis Wbb, and then
Jonat han St oke.

LAVERNE BRONCO,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, BRONCO  Good afternoon. M nane's
Vern Bronco, Shoshone-Bannock tribal nenber.
Natural resource with the tribe, natural resource
liaison for the tribe. When you guys listen to
these comrents, pay strictly close attention to the
federally recogni zed treaty tribes.

| like what the colonel said. That wll

take an act of Congress to breach the dans. Well
the treaty tribes, their treaty was approved by an
act of Congress and signed by a president before
the dans were even put in. This is why we're

l osing our culture, we're losing our tradition
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we're | osing our fish, our way of life.

So when you do make those deci sions,
think of the treaty tribes and what they're |osing
first. They're the first natura
environnmentalists. It's drilled into us. It's
i nherited into us.

Li ke |I says, think of our treaty, the
federally recogni zed treaty. There's a trust
responsibility that the federal governnent has to
these tribes for the lands that they gave up

So when you guys meke those deci sions,
think of the treaties first, because the treaties
were established before the dams were put in. And
it's going to take an act of Congress to get rid of
t hose.

But the treaty tribes, the treaties wll
not go. We will refuse to have our -- have
Congress relinquish treaty. So the treaties do
cone first, when it cones to the federal trust
responsi bility. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Laverne.

Curtis Webb, Jonathan Stoke, and Mark W/ son.

CURTI S VEBB,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:
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MR, WEBB: Thank you. |'m addressing both
docunents today. M nanme is Curtis Webb. [I'ma
fourth generation |Idahoan. | practice lawin
Twin Falls, ldaho. | amon the board of the Idaho

Rivers United, and | speak for nmyself and for that
organi zati on as wel |

THE MODERATOR: Curtis, if you could step up
alittle to the mke. The people in the back need
to hear you as well

MR, WEBB: |I'msorry. First, we cannot
mai ntain the status quo. | think that's obvious
fromyour paper. But let me just say a few things
about that. The status quo is a nuseum popul ation
of sal non.

First the econony of central |daho; it
hurts recreation for those of us that enjoy that
country, and it costs mllions of dollars, mllions
of dollars that are wasted. The current approach
simply is a waste of noney.

Second option: Extinction. Not
available. It's not avail able, because it would
cost hundreds and perhaps thousands of jobs in
central ldaho. It would cause a dramatic | oss of

recreational opportunity, it's prohibited by the
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Endanger ed Species Act, and by the federa
governnment's obligations to the Nez Perce peopl e,
t he Shoshone-Bannock people, and other tribes in
the Pacific Northwest.

Fourth, | oppose flow augnentation.
This apparently is a big part of alternative three.
At high levels, flow augnentation will severely
damage south I daho econony. | don't think that's
adequately addressed in the EIS; the cost in jobs
wi |l be thousands and in dollars, mllions, perhaps
tens of mllions of dollars. It is not acceptable,
and the loss, the water we pay for, the jobs wll
be lost by the ordinary people in south Idaho. And
secondly, it does nothing for the salnon, little or
not hing for the return of sal non.

So | support alternative four. |
speci fically support bypassing the dans on the
| ower Snake River. One, it will restore a healthy
popul ati on of salnon. Please understand the
di fference between keeping the fish alive and a
heal t hy population. | think it's m ssed.

The only way we can have a healthy
popul ation, a truly restored popul ation, is the --
econoni ¢ benefits to |daho recreational benefits,

reduced regul ation, and we won't need the spendi ng
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noney or have augnentati on.

Finally, let's not fool ourselves.
Fish-friendly turbines, renoving predatory fish,
all those things, inmproved ocean conditions, won't
help the salmon. They won't do it. W have to do
sonmet hi ng el se

Briefly, I want to read this statenent
that ldaho Rivers United has given to our |oca
| egi slatures. Idaho Rivers United believes that
the sal non recovery strategies, that including
breach of four danms on the | ower Snake River, the
one mllion acre-feet of additional water proposed
and the 427,000 acre-feet of water currently
provi ded from southern | daho storage reservoir is
unnecessary for salnon flows.

Accordingly, ldaho Rivers United
supports taking the 427,000 acre-feet off the table
in any salnon recovery plan that renoves the four
dans in southeast Washi ngton state.

In other words, we don't need any flow
augnentation fromthe upper Sal non Basin, from
sout hern Idaho, if we breach those danms. W should
breach the dans. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Curtis. Jonathan

and then Mark W1 son and Ron Hicks is on deck
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JONATHAN STCKE,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:

MR. STOKE: M nane is Jonathan Stoke, and
I m speaki ng on behalf of the Idaho Conservation
League, a southern Idaho sal non coordinator. |daho
Conservati on League supports alternative four in
the Corps EI'S. Any decision on the All-H paper
shoul d include, as its foundation, renoval of the
earthen portion of the four | ower Snake River dans.
We need sal non and steel head, and those four dans
just don't nake sense for people or for fish.

We would like to take this opportunity
to state clearly our position on southern |Idaho
wat er, as there has been sone m srepresentation.
| daho Conservati on League woul d support a
| egi sl ative solution that does two things
si mul t aneously.

One, bypass the four |ower Snake River
dans; and two, take off the table any additiona
southern ldaho irrigation water. Clearly, the nore
than $400 million annual econonmic inpact to
sout hern I daho's econony is the worst possible
solution to this dil emm.

The obvious solution is to partially
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renove the dans whil e keepi ng whol e agricultura
and transportation in eastern Washi ngton and the
Lewi ston-Cl arkston area

The final EIS should put forth a plan to
invest in the people and infrastructure effect by
natural river restoration.

For agriculture, irrigating fromthe
pond ditch behind the | ower dam extension of the
i ntake pipes to the natural river |evel, and
i ncrease in punping capacity should be exan ned.

For shi pping Idaho's conmpoditi es,

i nvestments should be nmade in railroad
infrastructure. The small amount of | ost

el ectrical generating capacity can be easily
replaced, and this is cheaper than paying a huge
soci al and econonic debt if the sal nbn go extinct.

We firmy believe that |daho's econony
will be stronger after we restore a free-fl ow ng
river with healthy salnmon and steel head fisheries.
Extinction is forever; these dans are not.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Jonathan
Mark W1 son, Ron Hicks, and on deck is Thad Barnum
MARK W LSON

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:
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MR WLSON:. GCkay. M nane is Mark W son.
I''ma menber of the Shoshone-Bannock tribe. |
would Iike to say, | want to -- actually, | want to
get rid of the sal non dans, Snake Ri ver dans,
because they do not have fish safety passways, not
the colonial river danms. They have fish safety
passways.

I want to see the fish junp in the old
rivers, and people cone out with famly to catch
fish, and have fun with the -- yeah, have fun in
the old ways. Now, alnpst no famly are coning
because they know why the dans -- they know why.
The dans are killing the fish. Not all dams, but
t he Snake Ri ver dans.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Mark. Ron, Thad,
and then Bruce El mguist is on deck. |[If you can get
to the m ke when you hear your nane, that woul d be
great. Thanks.

RON HI CKS,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. HICKS: M nane is Ron Hicks. |I'ma
Twin Falls business man. | used to own a taco shop
here in the '70s, but | had to close it down after

our | ast commerci al sal nbn season. I'm here
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representing nyself and ny famly.

The issue of preserving wild fish stocks
in ldaho is largely one of norality and ethics.

Man has the noral obligation to hinself to be a
steward of our natural resources. To allow the
extinction of any vast natural resource is to rob
oursel ves and our children of unknown treasures,
and it's very bad stewardship.

We have become extremely greedy and very
shortsighted. In this context, | strongly favor
t he overwhel mi ng science that recommends breaching
the four |ower Snake River dams, alternative number
four, aggressive breaching.

As usual, the argunent is reduced to
econom cs, but there is a noral side to this as
wel | ; nanely, people and jobs. The econonics of
survival. | want to | ook at sonme economic points.

The four |ower dans were built with one
purpose in mnd, to make Lew ston a seaport, and it
is successful. Power generation, flood control
irrigation, and recreation are of m nor economc
i rportance. Shipping is primary, but it is not
econom cal ly sel f-supporting, being heavily
subsi di zed by taxpayers at a very high cost.

Ot her costs include salnon mtigation
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and ot her tax subsidized by other power users,
basically a $3 billion failed experinment, and a
huge cost paid by the econonies of Lew ston
Orofino, Riggins, Salnmon, Challis and Stanley in
| ost recreation dollars. This is a high and is
becom ng of nobre significant inportance.

The actual econonic value of wild
anadromous fish in Idaho is difficult to determ ne
but it is very high, and I believe that the Corps
needs to reexamine its figures. They're grossly
under est i mat ed.

Lots of people spend approximtely
$10,000 to fish for these kind of fish in Russia.
They could just as well do it here and hel p our
econony. We are not unique in evaluating fish
stocks. We need to realize this.

Fromthe gulf to the northeast, people
have recogni zed this asset is valuable, and not a
liability. Many jobs -- not a liability, but
they' ve taken drastic steps just |ike dam breaching
to ensure survival

Many j obs were changed and created, and
healthy fish stocks have brought healthier
econoni es than before. This is a win-win

situation.
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If the dans are not breached, southern
Idaho will be asked to support another experinent
of questionable results, that being flow
augnentation. In other words, you will require
sout hern I daho farnmers and our | ocal econony to pay
for fixing a problemcreated in the | ower Snake
River. W can't afford it

Gravity irrigation usually nmeans famly
farms, and famly farnms have been hit hard enough
al ready. Corporate takeover is waiting in the
wings for this to happen. Though there is no
sinple solution to this problem the sinplest, npst
cost-effective one is to breach the dans. It is
the best solution, the sinplest, and the nost
cost-effective. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Ron. Thad,
Bruce El ngui st and then Kent Laverty is on deck.
THAD BARNUM

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. BARNUM M nane is Thad Barnum and |'d
like to speak for a special interest group that
hasn't been nmentioned in any of the cost breakdowns
I've seen.

I'"'ma building contractor in the
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Wod River Valley, and I see a huge boomin
construction once the sal non and steel head are
brought back to fishable nunbers. | amin favor of
option four, starting with renoving the dans as the
first and nost obvious step to recovering our
sal mon and steel head runs.

In the Wood River Valley we are seeing
the strongest econom ¢ boom ever, and it isn't
because of the cheap electricity or strong
i ndustrial base. |It's recreation that drives our
econony.

' m not suggesting that |daho needs to
be dotted with a lot of little Ketchunms, but people
don't need nuch of an excuse to buy a piece of
property and put a cabin on it. |'msure that the
lure of catching ocean run sal non and | arge nunbers
of steel head woul d appeal to many people a whole
ot nore than skiing for $50 a day.

If you look at the nobney being nade in
the stock market, it's easy to see why our
recreation econony is thriving. And what these
peopl e are |l ooking for is what money can't buy them
inthe cities where they |ive and make that noney.
What's nost prized is wlderness and sonme diversion

while they're enjoying it, such as cross-country
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skiing, snownobiling, hunting, nountain biking or
dirt bikes.

But there is sonething special about
living on or close to sonme great fishing water that
peopl e love. Land on Silver Creek sells for five
times as much as on adjacent |and not on Silver
Creek. The same is true for land on the Big Wod
Ri ver and the Big Lost River. There is no other
expl anation for the devel opnment on the Madi son
Ri ver bel ow Quake Lake, other than the fishing.

The part of Idaho's econony that needs
the nost help is the rural areas that have al ways
depended on extractive industries for their noney.
These are the very sanme areas that woul d benefit
nost from sport fishing-related building boons.
Towns |i ke Clayton, Challis, and Sal non, and we're
not tal king about jobs flipping burgers or selling
bait.

We're tal king about the heart of the
community. The carpenters and apprentices,
pl umbers and el ectricians, heavy equi pnent
operators, lunber yards, hardware stores. | find
it unbelievable that no econom c benefit in the
construction sector was tallied on the side of

br eachi ng.
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There are thousands of mles of river
and tributaries that will be affected by better
fishing. And | would guess that a conservative
estimate might be 500 buil dings a year from cabins
to ornate residences, as well as commercia
bui | di ngs.

At an average of $50,000 per building,
that comes to $25 mllion a year. That's a quarter
of a billion dollars in ten years, in the heart of
our depressed rural areas. | think that's an
econonic factor worthy of note. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Bruce El mqui st
and Kent Laverty, and Di ck Dahlgren is on deck
BRUCE ELMQUI ST,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statement:

MR, ELMQUI ST: M nane is Bruce El nguist, and
I"'ma river guide in the Riggins area on the Sal non
River. | think that the livelihood of ny fanmly
and nmy conmunity are as inportant as anyone el se's,
and they depend on harvestable | evels of sal non and
st eel head.

I have heard a | ot of ideas expressed

since these hearings first began. Sone, quote,

"facts" still stand out as the best guidelines on
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this issue. The best science avail abl e
overwhel mi ngly points to the bypassing of four
| ower Snake dams as the best chance of the
endangered sal non and steel head have of recovering
to harvestable |levels, as required by | aws and
treaties.

All costs considered, it is the cheapest
option on the table. |If the danms are not bypassed,
regul ati ons mandat ed by the Endangered Species Act
will be nore restricted to water-rel ated
i ndustries, including farm ng. The financia
har dshi ps of those directly affected would be
mtigated.

I have heard many people say that we can
have dans and fish. O these people, npst of them
don't believe the fish are in danger of extinction
or they think that hatchery fish will suffice in
the stead of wild fish.

G ven the enpirical and scientific
evi dence before us, one has little choice but to
call this denial. The predators and environnenta
conditions and cycl es have existed for mllennia.
What hasn't are the danms and the exploitative
extractive resource practices at the watershed.

The nunbers are there and the science is there.
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The government will be | ooking at the
bottomline, and | believe that is what will tilt
the scales in favor of the fish and the people who
depend on them But to ne, it goes much deeper
than that. It is the spiritual, noral, and
responsibility issue.

Utimtely, technology w thout w sdom
backfires on us. W have seen that a | ot these
days, and it has become abundantly clear in this
situation.

The dans shoul d never have been put in.
If the many people who woul d be affected the nost
by the loss of the fish, the Indians, were regarded
as equals instead of second-class citizens, these
dans woul d never have been put in, and we would be
far nore advanced in the devel opnent of |ow-inpact
alternative sources of energy, such as solar, w nd,
| ow-i npact, small hydro, and efficient
cost-effective forns of transportation, instead of
the artificial systemnow set up which gives cheap
transportation to big business subsidized by the
U.S. taxpayer and the environment.

As one of those taxpayers, | am
vehenently agai nst watching a fell ow speci es becone

extinct because we are too stupid or lazy to avoid
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it, all the while paying into sonmeone else's
profit market. W nust take responsibility and
attenpt to undo the danage we have done now. W
are lucky that we have an option that allows us to
do that.

We now know that the neasures we have
taken to stemthe decline of these fish haven't
wor ked. W shoul d have realized that a long tine
ago and started this process then. Now we have
precious little time left. W nust do the nost
effective thing now.

What is best for the people as a whol e?
Clean, free-flowing, healthy rivers. If we |let
these fish go, a piece of nmy spirit will go with
them and whether you're aware of it or not, a
pi ece of yours will too.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Bruce.
Kent Laverty, Dick Dahlgren, and then Roy Aikens is
on deck.
KENT LAVERTY,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, LAVERTY: M nane's Kent Laverty. I'm
executive director of the Idaho Wldlife

Feder ati on. | daho Wl dlife Federation was forned
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in 1936, ldaho's ol dest statew de conservation
organi zation. We have 24 affiliates and 5, 000
menber s throughout | daho.

W are at a crossroads. Rea
substantial efforts nust be made to save ldaho's
sal nron and steel head. W can't tweak the system
anynore. We can't barge the fish around the dans
anynore. It's failed mserably. And the results
speak for thensel ves.

Si x years ago a federal judge ruled that
the hydro system needs a mmjor overhaul. That has
brought us to this point. The lIdaho Wldlife
Federation favors partial renmoval of the four | ower
Snake River dans in Washi ngton, and the science is
overwhel mi ngly behind this option.

But we think the bigger question that
this region faces, the Magic Valley and southern
I daho, is what happens if we don't renove the damns.
The cross-hairs are on | daho water, as much as 1.4
mllion acre-feet of |daho water

The Bureau of Reclamation anal ysis says
that this could dry up 250,000 to 750,000 acres of
sout hern Idaho farm and. And the nost |ikely
alternative to breach is aggressive action wi thout

breach to uphold the federal judge's ruling.
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And | quote fromthe 4-H paper brochure
when it tal ks about aggressive non-breach. And it
says, "The decision on breaching the | ower Snake
Ri ver dams woul d be deferred, and the regi on woul d
pull out all the stops to inplenment other actions
to recover listed stocks."

And it also says under this option,
"Hydropower actions would include increased flows,
especially in the Snake River, and increased
spill."” This would al so necessitate aggressive
actions and habitat protection as well.

But these actions would not restore our
fishery. At best, we'd get a museum piece fishery.
The lIdaho Wl dlife Federation supports breaching
wi t hout sout hern | daho water. Southern |daho water
nmust be taken off the table.

We are for saving people in rura
comunities, saving |Idaho water, and savi ng our
maj estic fish. The econom cs of a restored fishery
are clear, but they absolutely nust be nmore fully
explored in the draft EIS.

And with a conmmitnment to invest in the
rail and highway infrastructure of the Lewiston to
Tri-cities corridor, we can create jobs, invest in

peopl e, and conpensate for the | oss of 135 mles of
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barge traffic.

This is not a scientific debate. This
is a social debate. Wth a commitnment to work
toget her, we can save the fish and we can take care
of people. Bypassing the dans is not radical
It's radical not to do it.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Kent.
Di ck Dahl gren, Roy Ai kens, and Tom Stewart. For
your information, Tom woul d be nunber 19.
DI CK DAHLGREN

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statement:

MR. DAHLGREN: M nane is Dick Dahlgren. 1'm
in support of alternative nunber four. | want to
talk to you today about a major flaw in your
studi es about electricity and the cost of
electricity to irrigators.

This is today's Wall Street Journal, and
it daily quotes the rates of power, whol esal e power
costs across the country. For your information,
the nost expensive cost of electricity, as of
today, if you buy it off-peak, is the m d-Col unbia.
You could buy electric power through the
Oregon- Nevada grid right now 30 percent cheaper

than you can in nid-Col unbi a.
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Now | et's tal k about on-peak, during the
day. You can consistently buy power cheaper in
Chi cago, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. Today in
Chicago, it is cheaper to buy power, 30 percent
cheaper to buy power there than the m d-Col unbi a.
In Pennsyl vani a, New Jersey, 12 percent cheaper.
This is consistent day after day.

Now, sonme folks in southern and eastern
| daho know about this. There's a group of rural
farm ng communities with rural electric conpanies,
whi ch include Raft River Rural Electric, Lost River
Rural Electric, Salnmn River Rural Electric,
Clearwater Rural Electric, and eight others in
central Oregon, one in Mntana, who are buying
their power at wholesale rates froma conpany
call ed Pacific Northwest Generating Cooperative in
Portl and, Oregon.

They are paying -- | called them and
their website, for anybody's interest, is pngc.com
| called up and talked to them | said, "Can you
guys beat BPA' s power?"

They said, "Consistently. W don't buy
fromthem W beat themby 10 to 15 percent at the
very worst." So these guys are doing sonething

el se.
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The other thing I would like you to
consider in your study and re-address this is fue
sales. That time is here. It is here. And
especially, if we're tal king about taking out the
dans, and take ten years to do this, ten years from
now fuel sales are going to be a | ot cheaper
Bonnevi |l | e Power Adninistration spent
$3.5 mllion buying 110 fuel cells fromIdaho
Cor ps' subsidiary, Northwest Power Systems, just in
the last nmonth or two. 100 of them were for
residents, the other ten were for conmmercial use.
I nstant Power in Washington is doing the sane
things. So we've got sone other choices out there.
You know, | sure would |ike you guys to address
that as well. And that's all | have to say.
| do have here 96 witten comments from
peopl e in supporting alternative nunmber four that
are working folks in the southern part of the state
that couldn't nake it tonight. 1'd like to submt
those as well. Thank you very nuch.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Dick. Roy Aikens,
Tom Stewart, and then Keith Hutchings.
ROY Al KENS,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:
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MR, AIKENS: M nane is Roy Aikens, and

live in Riggins, Idaho and work as a steel head
fishing guide, but | was raised in Jerone, |daho.

As a youth, | had heard about sal mon. |
had heard stories about the Snake River | ooking
crinmson red underneath the BRI NME bridge only about
a mle away from here, and how those unstoppabl e
creatures could swmall the way to the Nevada
border via the Owmhee River, Rock Creek, and Little
Sal non Fal | s Creek.

I can al so renmenber asking ny parents,

"How cone | can't see sal non when | | ook out off
the BRI ME Bridge?" | don't remenmber their
explanation or if they even had one for me. | can

remenber, however, being told that if | wanted to
see salmon, all | needed to do was to go up north
to Stanley, visit Redfish Lake, then up to Shoup
and over to Panther Creek, and if that don't work
just nove downstreamto the little Sal non River

near Riggins. "You'll see salnon," they told ne.
This all nmade perfect sense to a boy ny

age. As | grew older, many opportunities unfolded

to live and work and recreate in these places. And

still | hadn't seen any salnmon. It was the early

1990s when it all becane clear to nme that with the
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ampunt of free-flowing mles of the Sal non and the
acres of spawning bed still available, the problem
nmust |ie downstream

Now, if you remenber at this tine, the
Army Corps of Engi neers and Bonneville Power bl aned
the decline of our fisheries on everything but the
four | ower Snake River danms. This was the first
red flag | had seen raised, and | knew this had to
be a farce.

So | got involved with the sal non
recovery, with ny primary concern being the sockeye
sal mon, realizing at the time, though, all Idaho
sal monoi d speci es needed help dearly. So in 1995,
we decided to prove that Idaho's rivers were not
the problem and that the danms on the | ower Snake
Ri ver were.

To do this, three other men and nyself
chose to duplicate the mgration of sockeye snolt
from Redfish Creek to Lower Granite Dam on the
Snake River. This journey took us fromthe
free-fl owi ng headwaters of the Salnon to the
fuel -tainted waters of the G eat Snake Lake, and
finally, to the tonbstone called Lower Granite Dam

Thi s experience brought nme very close to

brot her sal nobn, and made ne trenble at the
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destructive force these dans have put on our
rivers.

Since the Sockeye Survival Swim | have
chosen Riggins, ldaho as ny hone. | work as a
whitewater guide in the summer and as a steel head
fishing guide in the winter. | am now 28 years
old, and have finally seen three wild chinook
salmon in Idaho, and | feel very, very lucky to
have seen these.

It makes ne sad to think economics wll
decide the fate of this inportant creature that
shoul d be so nmuch a part of our lives. So please
make the right choice and fix the four |ower Snake
Ri ver danms, and let the river run and the fish swim
free, so future kids fromldaho don't have to hear
about the sal non but can see themin their own
backyards, and be fed and enlightened by the
greatest visible tribute to Iife on our planet.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Roy. Tom Stewart,
Keith, and then Marsil ene Boyer.

MR, STEWART: |'Il yield to the end.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you very nuch, Tom
Appreciate that very nmuch. Keith, you're up

Mar si | ene Boyer, and then Ardel e Hanson.
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KElI TH HUTCHI NGS,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:

MR. HUTCHI NGS: M nane's Keith Hutchings.
I"'m an anadronous fish biologist with the
Shoshone- Bannock tribes. |'ve been an anadronous
fish biologist on the Colunbia River for 12 years.
For the last at |east seven years, we've been --
["mnot nervous. [|'mreal excited, because for the
| ast seven, at |east seven years, we've been
presenting testinonies and comments in favor of
not h-bal ling the four | ower Snake River dans. And
| considered waiting until |ater, but have gone for
way too many years with that message falling on
deaf ears.

I'"d like to just provide a few sound
bytes from over the years. Back in 1993 at the
bargi ng hearing in Boise: Build a pipeline for the
turbines, not for the fish. Go ahead and build
that conduit for the snolts, only instead of
putting the snolt in that big pipe, put the
turbines on it to generate electricity, so then you
can take the dams out and turn the river back over
to the fish.

Fix the rivers, not the dans. You've
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tried to fix the dams for 25 years. Maybe, even
wi t h enough technol ogy to put nen on the noon, the
dans cannot be fixed. It's tine to quit trying to
fix the dams, and instead, fix the river.

Col unbi a, Snake River, or |akes. The
river, it's still called as such on maps, and the
pool s behind the dans are called | akes.

Lake Sacaj awea, Lake Herbert T. West, Lake Bryant,
Lake Lower Granite. But, | nean, a six-year-old
knows it's neither. They're reservoirs.

Garden of Eden versus the desert.
Senator Craig has stated that the irrigation system
in the Snake River has turned an inhospitable
desert into a Garden of Eden. 1In reality, what was
once a Garden of Eden of native plants, springs,
wi I dlife, and indigenous peoples, is now a desert
of nonocul tured agro- busi ness.

Si nce 1995, not anot her nickel, do not
spend anot her nickel on studies and capita
i mprovenents to the | ower Snake River dans, |ess
t hose expenditures preclude taking the dans out in
1999, when that decision was supposed to have been
made. I n the nmeantime, over $100 nmillion has been
spent on those inprovenents on the | ower Snake

dans.
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"If you take the danms out, we can't
barge the salnon." Qur suggestion is to park those
barges at areas like Pittsburgh Landi ng and use
them as acclinmation facilities for snolts.

What was once the world's |argest run of
salmon is now the world's | argest hydroelectric
system and the world's | argest and npbst expensive
restoration effort. What nore needs to be said?
Save | daho water, breach the four |ower Snake damns.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Keith.
Mar si | ene Boyer, Ardel e Hanson and Reed Burkhol der.
MARSI LENE BOYER

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MS. BOYER. My nane is Marsil ene Boyer, and
am a menber of the Shoshone-Bannock tribes of
Fort Hall, ldaho. The Shoshone-Bannock tribe's
policy is to pursue, promote, and when necessary,
initiate efforts to restore the Snake River sal non
and affected unoccupied |and to a natura
condition. This includes the restoration of
conponent resources to conditions which nost
closely represent the ecol ogical features

associated with a natural river ecosystem
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The four-1egged, the fish, and the
wi nged are our brothers, and cannot speak for
thenmsel ves. It is our responsibility to speak on
behal f of them In the past, it was not necessary
to do so.

But now, at this day and age, it has
become a necessity. There are many |iving things
t hat have becone extinct due to man's progress.
VWhat ever happens to themw Il al so happen to man.
It is inevitable. OQur forefathers have cautioned
us of it.

The tinme is fast approachi ng when we
continue to sacrifice living creatures in the nane
of progress. It now becones necessary to breach
the dans, and if | had it my way, | would breach
all dams. But that is unrealistic.

Restoring the natural river levels in
the | ower Snake River reduces the need for Snake
Ri ver water for flow augnmentation in the Col unbia
Ri ver, requires 5,000 acre-feet of Snake River
wat er during 10 percent of the tine of the year.

Restoration of the natural river levels
in the | ower Snake River provides the best chance
of recovery of endangered sal non, steel head,

| anprey, sturgeon, and trout, and | eaves the |arge
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storage reservoirs at stable and full |evels.

Regardi ng the econonics, restoring the
natural river levels in the | ower Snake River
provi des a significant annual econom c benefit and
reduces the taxpayers and ratepayer's burden of
navi gation and inefficient electricity production
costs associated with the four | ower Snake River
proj ects.

| also want to say that the
Shoshone- Bannock tri bes have | ong advocated that
there should be no harvest of salnmon in the
mai nstem Col unbi a River and the ocean, except for
m ni mal cerenony and subsistence. |nstead, harvest
shoul d occur in those tributaries that support it.

The | egacy we provide to the future
generation is to provide protection of the
environnent and our creator's creatures. Qur
forefathers have protected and saved them for us.
Let us do the sane for our descendents. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Marsil ene.
Ardel e Hanson, and Reed Burkhol der's on deck
ARDELE HANSON

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MS. HANSON: Hello. M nane is
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Ardel e Hanson. |I'mfrom Twin Falls and
representing the Magic Valley Fly Fishers. |
believe the only solution to restore Snake River
sal mon and steel head to sel f-sustaining and
harvestable |l evels is the renoval of the earthen
portion of the four dams on the | ower Snake River.

THE MODERATOR: Ardel e, can you speak a
little bit nore into the mi ke, please?

MS5. HANSEN: 1'Il try. $3 billion taxpayer
dol | ars have al ready been spent on failed recovery
nmet hods. Contrary to a |ot of popul ar thought,
renmoval of the earthen portion of these four dans
will actually elimnate the need for additiona
wat er from sout hern | daho.

If nore water is taken from | daho for
fl ow augnentati on purposes, and as nuch as
1 mllion acre-feet per year has been suggested, it
could lead to 650,000 acres of southern |daho
agricultural |and being taken out of production.
That can translate to | oss of over $400 million a
year to southern Idaho farnmers.

And if that isn't enough to convince
you, there are |laws and treaties that mandate that
Snake River sal nbn be saved. Extinction will

al nost guarantee the taxpayers tens of billions of
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dollars in reparations to the north American |ndian
tribes.

The math is out there. You' ve got to
figure out what makes sense. The danms do not make
sense for fish or for people. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Ardele.
Reed Bur khol der ?
REED BURKHOLDER

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, BURKHOLDER: Hi, ny nane is
Reed Burkholder. O course | favor breaching the
dans in the | ower Snake. Good grief, Idaho
benefits. W benefit by returning fish, increased
recreation; our state becones nore attractive for
busi nesses to nove to because we have finer rivers
and finer fish runs.

We al so benefit in Lewi ston by
deconstruction jobs. Were do you think they're
going to turn to when they take out Lower Granite
Dam for |abor? They're going to turn to the
nearest town. That's Lewi ston. Lew ston benefits.

I'"d like to just say a few things about
electricity. \What happens to our power rates if we

breach the dans? Well, | pay Idaho Power. My
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power bill, and |I suppose npbst of the people in
this roomdo as well. \What happens to our power
rates at |daho Power if we breach the four |ower
Snake River dans?

Wel |, the answer is nothing. Nothing
happens to our power rates. Here's why. W get
our power from ldaho Power's privately owned
generating facilities, like, JimBridger, Brownlee
Dam Hells Canyon, Oxbow, C J. Strike, Bliss,
Anerican Falls, Lower Sal non, Upper Sal non,

Swan Fal | s.

Now, | just read you the top ten. That
first one, by the way, is a huge coal-fired plant
in Wonm ng. Fromthe | ower Snake River dans, as |
understand it, we get about one-sixth of one
percent of our power. But we live in an era where
power is cheap. It comes from many sources.

| encourage everyone in this room
i ncluding the panelists, to go through a
sel f-educati on process on electricity. You don't
need to believe nme that nothing is expected to
happen to our power rates. Wiy don't you just ask
sone electricity experts? And let ne give you a
few exanpl es.

At the lIdaho Public Uility Comm ssion
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office in Boise we have electricity experts. One
is Bill Eastley. Call himup and ask him At the
| daho Power Conpany we have electricity experts.
Ask an economi st there. One of thenmis nane is
John Church

At the Northwest Planning Council office
in Portland we have electricity experts. That's
all they do. Dick Watson, John Fazio, Jeff King.
Call themup. Talk to them about electricity. Ask
t hem what happens to our power rates.

Pick up an annual report for the |daho
Power Company. Go to the Wall Street Journal
It's available every day. It will tell you what
the price is in Chicago. And you'll find out that,
good grief, in the last four nonths, power is
cheaper in Chicago than it is in Idaho on the
whol esal e | evel .

Ask sonme questions. But find out about
this issue. Let's not go through this darned
breaching i ssue in the dark when it cones to
electricity. Educate yourselves, please. Thank
you very much.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. , Reed. Let's do
a quick check in here, folks. First, let nme say

t hank you very much for abiding by the ground
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rules. It makes for a very nice neeting, to be
able to listen to everyone and hear what they have
to say, so thank you very much for that.

Reed was speaker number 23. And again
we have over 140 signed up. So let ne do a couple
things. Let ne encourage you to please take an
opportunity to get -- to nmake your coments by tape
out in the roomout here, and/or witten coments.
Again, all coments are treated equally.

Al so, want to again ask people who are
si gned up toni ght who have al ready addressed the
panel at sone other neeting to pull their nane off
the list entirely or to be willing to junp to the
bottom of the list and see how we get -- how far we
get before we all are conatose.

And we're going to take about a
10-m nute break now. And if you're curious about
where you are or how long that will take, I'Il be
glad to help you out. Ten minutes, we'll be back
at quarter to. Thanks.

(Recess.)

THE MODERATOR: Ckay, we're going to get
started again. Qur first speaker up is
Est er Boyer, and then Marquette Bagl ey, and then

Lynne Stone. Okay, Esther, you're on. Could we
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have it quiet in the room please? Thanks.
ESTER BOYER,

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MS. BOYER:. M nane is Ester Boyer, and |'ma
menber of the Shoshone-Bannock tribes. Last night
| attended the hearing held in Idaho Falls. | took
my six-year-old son with me. He wasn't too sure
where he was going. All he knew was that he was
going to ldaho Falls.

He began aski ng why we were going to
Idaho Falls. | told himwe were going to a sal non
nmeeting. He thought we were going to eat sone
sal non. He got all happy because he and his
cousins love salnon. He kept asking, "Were's the
salmon at?" | tried to explain to himthat it's a
neeting where we're going to try and save the
sal mon.

It was hard for himto conprehend the
fact that the salnmon m ght not be anynobre. Even
for me this is hard to understand. He has had the
opportunity to see some salnon return to the south
fork of the Sal non River, but what |I'm concerned
with is for how | ong.

| fear he will never be able to w tness
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the salnmon returning to where | used to go with ny
famly as a little girl, to the Yankee Fork, the
Herd Creek, East Fork, Baker Flats, and Bear Vall ey
and watch the salnon in the spawning beds. WII
any of our future generations be able to w tness
salmon in any of these areas again? At the rate
the so-called recovery process is going, | fear
not .

I don't want for his |egacy of the
sal non to be through old pictures or nuseuns with
sal ron stuffed hanging on a wall, or heaven forbid,
wal ki ng down the aisle at the grocery store and
pur chasi ng a canned sal non from Al aska that we
heard was so abundant at |ast night's hearing, and
his equivalent to praying for and spearing a sal non
is opening a canned salnobn with a can opener

The Shoshone-Bannock tribes ask that the
regi ons consi der the changes that were made in the
past 35 years in the | ower Snake River, and weigh
the benefits and cost of those changes in order to
make a wel |l -informed decision. : Wether to allow
progress to take the necessary steps toward
|l ong-term sustainability of not just the fish and
wildlife resources, but of our own survival and the

survival of our children and their children
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Restoring the natural river levels in
the | ower Snake River conpletely elimnates the
need for flow augnentation in the Snake River. |If

the | ower Snake River dans are not breached, then

at least one mllion additional acre-feet of water
will be needed fromthe mddle and upper Snake
Ri ver.

The extreme changes that have been
endured in the past are unacceptable, and when the
animals, lands, and water are w ped out, uses of
the river nust be conpatible with the restoration
and protection of the natural and cul tural
resources, instead of those resources being reduced
to mtigation neasures. | support alternative 4.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Ester. Ckay,
Mar quette Bagl ey, and then Lynne Stone and
Garth Towersap is on deck.
MARQUETTE BAGLEY,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

M5. BAGLEY: Can you hear ne? Okay. Hello,
my name is Marquette Bagley. | amthe current
M ss Shoshone-Bannock, and | am al so one of our few

tribal fisherman wonmen, and | represent the
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Shoshone- Bannock tribe and the Fort Hall Indian
Reservati on.

A long tinme ago, before the danms were
built, the salnmon were plentiful, having easy
access to and fromthe ocean. After the dans were
built, each year we have seen the sal non run
popul ati ons decrease.

The pure fact is these fish are just not
going to cone back by thenselves. They need our
hel p. Their habitat was altered, the dans, this is
the problem | feel the dans shoul d be breached,
and let the river run its natural course. Return
the river back to nature, as it once was.

| don't want to see these sal non becone
extinct, because they have a traditional value to
my tribe, as well as nmany of the | ower river
tribes. And you as well as | know that if anything
isn't done, these fish will be gone forever.

Bei ng a woman who practices our triba
traditions, | know how inportant it is to pass down
these traditions on to the next generations. | am
very concerned, because if the sal non popul ati ons
keep decreasing, what am| going to teach ny
children and nmy grandchildren? They won't be able

to feel and know how it is to respect the power of
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t he sal non.

To be in the river with the spear pole
in hand, to work for your food. |If the salnon are
not there, then there will be nothing to teach
them And knowi ng that they mi ght not one day be
there makes nme sad.

The fish are a big part of our past, as
wel | as our future and beyond. That is why | amin
favor of breaching the dams, and | speak not only
for nyself, but for ny ancestors of |ong ago and
all of ny people. 1'd like to thank you for this
time, for listening to ne. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Marquette.
Lynne Stone, Garth Towersap and on deck is
Kyl e Denney.
LYNNE STONE,

appeared and gave the follow ng statenent:

MS. STONE: I am Lynne Stone from Ketchum
I'd |like to begin by thanki ng Governor
John Kitzhaber fromny native state of Oregon for
his support and genuine desire to save wild sal non
and steelhead. | thank himfor his conmmtnent to
breachi ng the four dans in Washi ngton state.

But there's one other dam | would |ike
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to tal k about here today, the John Day. | disagree
with your decision to not go to phase 2. | believe
you have overestimted the cost and underesti mated
the benefits. Gowing up in Oregon, | watched
The Dal |l es and John Day dans bei ng constructed.

I was 12 years old when Vice President
Ri chard Ni xon dedi cated The Dalles in October 1959.
The Dalles Dam buried Celilo Falls, an ancient
fishing and gathering grounds on the Col unbi a.
What a tragedy. | hope | live I ong enough to see
Celil o conme back

As a teenager, | water-skied on the
Col unmbi a when there was still a current. O her
tinmes we floated on inner tubes, and went al ong the
shoreline, feeling the strength of that mghty
river. But the river stopped flowing in 1968, the
year that John Day Dam was fi ni shed.

My dad was a county comm ssi oner when
Vice President Hubert Hunphrey cane west to
dedi cate the John Day. M famly was at that
event. Little did we know then, that what a killer
that the John Day hydro-project would turn out to
be. This damand its over 78-nile |ong slack water
pool it created kills nmore juvenile fish, I'm

told -- and | know it's debatable -- than any other
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on this system

| urge you not to dism ss considering a
draw down of the John Day Dam Maybe not ri ght
away, but in the future. Lowering the John Day Dam
pool would benefit juvenile fish mgration and
restore historic spawni ng grounds.

I know that breaching the four danms in
eastern Washington and | owering the John Day poo
will require changes in river comerce, nanely with
the barges. |'mwell acquainted with barges. |
haul ed grain to the Arlington elevator for ten
sumrers. M family still trucks the grain to Biggs
Junction or into Arlington.

But if we had the will and technol ogy to
buil d ei ght dans, then Northwesterners can
certainly figure out a way to nove grain and ot her
proj ects.

A word about barging fish. When |
return to Oregon and go down the freeway and see
the barges with our fish, | feel sick know ng nost
of themwi |l be dead by the tine they reach
Astori a.

I'd like to say a word about our Idaho
politicians. | amoutraged with you. | am

di sgusted. You're letting our great sal non runs go



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

88

extinct. | hear you nmunble about fish friendly
turbines, whatever that is. |It's a contradiction
at best. For advocating nore barging, or

W | dwat ers-type water slide, or getting rid of the
terns.

G ve ne a break. Qur endangered sal non
don't need a ride. They need to stay in the river,
inariver that flows like a river. Breaching the
dam |owering the pool at John Day, will help
achieve this. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Lynne. Ckay,
Garth, and then Kyle Denney, and then
Ann Christiansen is on deck
GARTH TOWERSAP

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statement:

MR, TONERSAP: Hello. M nane is

Garth Towersap, and | am al so a nenber of the
Shoshone- Bannock tribes as well

Briefly, | previously discussed about
the health benefits and stuff |ike that of how the
sal mon and our relationship with the sal non, as
Native Anmericans, provides a nmutual kind of
synergy. But now | want to tal k about sone other

t hi ngs.
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What | wanted to talk about primarily is
cost. Specifically, we've heard a | ot of comments
about the cost. W' ve heard costs of breaching the
dam We've seen the spreadsheets, we've seen the
presentations that were done. But there's a couple
things that need to be covered.

Firstly, there is the loss of the
tribe's culture. Previously this has been
di scussed before, so | won't gloss over it, other
than to say that first of all, how does one assess
a value on a particular culture? | amcertainly
certain that you don't know and neither do |
because | have no idea.

Second of all, we talk about -- after
that, we talk about the loss of the tribe's health.
Previously I had nentioned that when we were
rel ocated down to the reservations, one of the npst
obvi ous things that occurred is we |ost access to a
ot of the cultural aboriginal |ands and the gane
and the fish and the plants that we had previously
subsi sted on. And now, consequently, we are seeing
a serious epidenmc of health-rel ated di seases and
nmet abol i c-rel ated di seases, such as di abetes.

If you need to validate that, just

sinmply contact anybody at the Indian Health
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Service. They will tell you all the information
that you would need to know about that.

Finally, as a result of diabetes and
t hese other di seases, consequently, the tribe as a
whol e, and Indians as a whol e, have a problemw th
staying viabl e, because obviously, diabetes is a
di sease that does tend to cut one's lifetime. And
then, how do you nmeasure the cost of that again, as
well? Again, | don't know.

Finally, there is the cost of
litigation. You've heard the cost of litigation by
the Colunmbia River tribes and all the other
associated tribes as well. Certainly that woul d be
great.

But you al so have to consider litigation
by other entities. You look at the outfitters, for
exanmple. You look at the tourist industry of each
state. You look at the |ocal and nationa
environnental groups. You also |ook at the fishing
organi zations. They've already nade their --
stated their point here and are continuing to speak
their say tonight. You also |ook at the northwest
states as well.

All these parties, all these entities,

will certainly be | ooking towards sone type of a
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reparation and renuneration for the loss of this
salmon. Certainly this will be a case that will be
unrival ed in scope, breadth, and, unfortunately,
cost. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Garth.
Kyl e Denney, then Ann Christiansen and
Lilisa Mses.
KYLE DENNEY,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, DENNEY: M nane is Kyle Denney, and | am
a nenber of the Shoshone-Bannock tribes. | am here
to give ny corments on the 4-H papers, habitat,
harvest hatcheries, and hydro.

The habitat we have is not the best, but
enough remains to acconmodate nore fish than are
returning to spawn and produce in the next
generation. The harvest on fish has been happening
for centuries. Sonething needs to be done to
ensure that current and future restrictions are
uphel d by the gill net fisherman, both nationally
and internationally.

Hat cheries are prolonging the time for
the anadronous fish that are returning in declining

nunbers every year. The hydroel ectric dans are
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killing millions, if not billions of salnon and
st eel head snplts every year

The bargi ng does not work. You wonder
what is happening to themafter they are let |oose
below the dam Let nme tell you what's happening to
them They cone out disoriented and confused,
maki ng them prine targets for predators.

Above the dam the slack water makes
them easy targets with no current to take them
swiftly downriver. They are easily picked off. W
know the major problemis dans. W need to take
out the four |ower Snake River damns.

Al my life | have been taught to hunt
and to fish, ever since | was old enough to wal k.

It makes nme feel good inside to see the animals and
the fish do their thing. M dad taught ne
everything | know about ny culture, and | would
like to have that opportunity to teach ny kids.

I'd like to teach them how to hunt and
to fish. 1'd like to share the sane experiences
that | experienced with ny dad and ny famly. |
want to pass on who we are to ny kids. | would
like to show them where | |earned to fish for
sal mon, and that's on the Yankee Fork River and

St anl ey Basi n.
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nunbers are so lowthat if | speared one fish out
of that river, it mght be the last one to ever go
up that river. 1It's not often in life you can
correct such a devastating wong |like making a
speci es go extinct.

Let's stop the wrongs before they
continue and we | ose the chi nooks and the
st eel heads forever in Idaho. Let's not forget, if
they go, so does the bull trout, and so on
Everything's interm xed. The effects will go
around and everything will be affected.

Let's help the salnon and the steel head
to cone back. There are so many things that wll
di sappear culturally and spiritually for you, ne,
and ny people if the salnon and the steel head go

extinct. So | support the full breaching of the

93

dans so my culture and ny spirituality can survive

Thank you.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Kyl e.
Ann Christiansen, Lilisa Mdses, and Lowey G aves.
ANN CHRI STI ANSEN

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MS. CHRI STI ANSEN: My nane is
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Ann Christiansen, and |I'm here tonight to represent
Taxpayers for Conmon Sense. Taxpayers for Conmon
Sense is an independent watchdog for the taxpayers
of today and tonorrow. The organizations on this
endorsenent list -- and this list endorses the
renoval of the four |ower Snake River dams -- are
al nrost 1,000 di fferent organizations; regional and
nati onal and international groups, newspapers,
tribal groups, fishernmen, businesses, scientists,
you nane it.

But they represent a conbi ned nmenbership
of about 6 million people. They want the dans
renmoved, because the dans are damaging to the
taxpayers of the United States. This isn't their
only issue, but this is their biggest issue right
now. They've studied it fromthat aspect, froma
t axpayer's aspect, and they consider it a big
boondoggl e. So pl ease, renove the damns.

For myself, | think everything's been
said that needs to be said. W know why our fish
have gone extinct. Go to any hatchery in the state
of Idaho, and there it is, right up there on the
panels. These hatcheries are here to mitigate for
the dans. |It's there, everybody knows it.

So what we need is our politicians. Are
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they too afraid of the political consequences of
dam breaching to make sal non recovery a reality?
Qur governor likes to say that we' ve been
concentrating on dam breaching for too | ong and
shoul d consi der ot her options.

It's taken years to get the dam
breachi ng option on the table, and it didn't get
there until every other solution had failed.
encourage you to remove the four |ower Snake River
dans. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Ann.
Lilisa Mbses, Lowey Graves, and Doug Christiansen
is on deck.
LI LI SA MOSES,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statement:

M5. MOSES: Hi, I'mLilisa Mses. And first
off I"d like to apologize. This is ny fifth
hearing and |I'm not passing it up, because | drove
seven hours to get here and | amtaking tinme off of
work, and | have to drive seven hours back tonight
so | can make it to work in the norning.

Ckay, the people who want to keep the
dans, | think, are scared of change. A change of

habitat, different roads, bridges, supposedly
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hi gher electricity bills, different irrigation
nmet hods, etcetera.

There is change every day. Ten years
down the road there will be nunerous changes. Are
you scared of those changes? No. So there should
be no reason to be scared of breaching.

There is nothing that stays the sane.
There will always be change. The water will stil
be there if the danms are breached. You do not need
dans to irrigate farm and.

A long tinme ago, even before horses, the
Nez Perce nation and nany other nations would
travel all over for fishing, hunting, digging
roots, gathering berries, etcetera. The
Nee- Mee- Poo nation would travel anywhere from
Rapid River to Celilo Falls.

We used to have a fishing chief who
woul d deci de when he thought it would be a good
time to fish. |If the runs were bad, he would tel
us to wait. If they were good, we were still only
al | oned so nuch. We never took nore than what we
needed.

We woul d al ways use all the fish that we
caught. We would use the fish head for soup, the

sal ron eggs for nore fishing or for soup too, the
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back bones as conbs. W are not wasteful and we
are not greedy.

In interpreting these 1855 treaties,
federal courts have established a | arge body of
case | aw that supports certain fundanental
principles, the conservation standards. One is for
the state and federal government regul ations of
fishing rights to be permissible, it nust be
denmonstrated that the regulation is reasonabl e and
necessary for conservation of the resource.

Two, that the regulation and its
application to Indians is necessary in the
interests of conservation. Three, that the
regul ati on nust not discrim nate agai nst |ndi ans
exercising treaty rights, either on its face or as
applied, and four, that all neasures nust be taken
to restrict non-Indian activities before treaty
rights may be regul ated.

Because tri bal popul ations are grow ng,
returning to the pre-1855 |l evels, the needs for
sal ron are nore inportant than ever. A drink of
wat er, the aroma of roasting salnon or a bite of
crispy callous root are special rem nders that
humans are nature's dependents.

Sal non are an indicator species. As
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wat er becones degraded and fish popul ati ons
decline, so do the elk, deer, roots, berries, and
medi ci nes that sustain us. It is sacred for us
native people. Like when you go to church and have
communi on with your bread and wine, this is ours.

At our feasts we use fish, roots, neat,
berries, and water. W do not want to | ose a part
of our conmunion, in your terms, as you wouldn't
want to | ose any part of your comuni on at any
church you may go to. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Lowey Graves,
Doug Christiansen, and Ti nothy Pi nkham
LOVEY GRAVES

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MS. GRAVES: | am Lowey Graves here to speak,
to read a statement for a friend who is physically
unable to be here. M nane is G nger Harnon. |
live in Ketchum | amhere to represent Wldlife
Damage Revi ew.

Wl dlife Damage Review is a nationa
organi zati on of about 3,500 nenbers. It is an
educati onal nonprofit organi zation advocating an
end to the practices and attitudes that are

detrinmental to native wildlife. | am a nenber of
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the board of directors.

Wl dlife Damage Review i s deeply
concerned with saving the endangered sal non, and to
that end, we support bypassing the four danms of the
Snake River. Qur concern goes beyond salnon, to
all the other wildlife who depend upon sal non as a
food source to survive, such as bears, eagles,
scavengers, and many marine species. Taking down
the dans is the best thing we can do to bring back
our anadromous fish population and to protect al
speci es dependant upon fish.

Scientific research supports this
position. Mny issues associated with danms are bad
news for species and species habitat. There are
wat er tenperature changes due to danms. Toxins
col l ect behind the danms due to runoff. Natura
fl ooding no | onger re-supplies nutrients to river
bottom soils or help to clean out invasive species.

Dans i mpact the food change and the
ecol ogical health of the entire river system
Wl dlife Damage Revi ew supports alternative four of
the Arny Corps' EIS. WIldlife Damage Revi ew does
not support any decision on the All-H project
unless it includes partial renoval of the four

| oner Snake dans. The tinme has cone to bypass
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superfluous dans and restore our rivers, our wld
rivers.

And now | speak very briefly for myself,
as a concerned citizen for all natural species,
i ncluding all of us, the humans.

I was privileged about ten years ago to
Wi t ness one of the last, if not the |ast pair of
spawni ng chi nook salnon in the shall ow waters of
Val l ey Creek and Stanley. They were big and brave
and beautiful. | want in ny lifetine to see this
happen again, and we better hurry up a bit.
Breaching the dans is a reasonable way to do this.
| thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Lowey. kay,
Doug, and then Tinothy, and next is Lee Brown. |If
you can get up to the mkes for us please, it would
really help. Thanks.
DOUG CHRI STI ANSEN,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. CHRI STI ANSEN:  Thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you folks. 1Is that close
enough?

THE MODERATOR: That's great.

MR. CHRI STI ANSEN: G eat. In the conduct of
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these hearings, it's ny understanding that the |ead
federal agency addressing this sal non recovery
programis the National Mrine Fishery Services,
usually referred to as NMFS.

In 1975, when the Lower Granite Dam had
been put into operation as the |last of the four
| oner Snake River dams, the then-regional director
of NMFS stated publicly that the conpl etion of
these dans woul d assure | arger salnmon return to the
upper Snake River. His statement prom sed the
return of |arge sal non popul ations to that
ecosystem

25 years later, we see the reality of
what those four dans have nmeant: A failed recovery
program 90 percent of our wild Snake River sal non
are gone. Coho extinct, sockeye virtually extinct
as to wild stocks. Spring and fall chinook, wld
spring and fall chinook, fewer each year. Hatchery
fish are not wild fish

| ama retired carpenter, and |I'm
convi nced that adoption of alternative four
retirement of the |ower four Snake River dans, wll
bring Iong-term benefit to the working peopl e of
| daho.

| also speak in support of the 1855



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

102

treaties with the Native American tribes of the
nort hwest. Bypassing the four |ower Snake River
danms will restore 140 niles of free-flowi ng river.
The need for flow augnentation with southern and
eastern ldaho water will be mnim zed

Wth the 1855 treaties, these nations
ceded over 40 million acres of their land to the
federal governnent of the United States. The
treaties, in their |anguage, granted the tribes a
right in perpetuity to take fish in all usual and
accust oned pl aces.

The U.S. governnent dans have fl ooded
many of these places, including the sacred Celilo
Falls. The four |ower Snake Ri ver dams have neant
the final loss by the tribes of their sal non.

THE MODERATOR: | need you to wap up,
pl ease, Doug.

MR. CHRI STI ANSEN:  The sal non have for
t housand of years been crucial to the tribes as
food source, and for traditional spiritua
i nspiration.

THE MODERATOR: |I'mgoing to cut you off now,
Doug. Your time's up.

MR. CHRI STI ANSEN: Thank you for the

opportunity to address you. Make the right
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deci sion for the people.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Doug. Tinothy and
Lee Brown, and then Bill Chisholm
TI MOTHY PI NKHAM

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MR, PINKHAM Hello. M nane is
Ti mot hy Pinkham |'mhere to testify on behal f of
the future generations of Nez Perce children and
sal non, because they cannot be heard.

Fishing is very inportant to ny people
and the animals that eat salnon flesh. M body has
grown accustoned to sal nmon flesh. M body needs
it. Wien | eat salnon, | renenber the tinmes that
I'"ve had fishing with my | oved ones, and now it
seens those tines will no | onger exist in the
future. Sal non brought nore than just a neal. It
brought me closer to nature, my |loved ones, and to
nmy creator

Do you believe that if the sal non
becomes extinct that another animal is not close
behind it? If we lose the salnon, we will all
lose. If you renove the danms, you will renove
yourself from having to repay ny people for |ost

salmon. What is going to cost |ess?
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| believe the danms will eventually be
renoved. It is just a matter of when. This is
just a part of the denocratic system It is tine

for a change. Quit trying to control something
t hat cannot be controll ed.

Admit to your mistake. Clean up your
mess. Let nother earth take over. She's fed ny
peopl e for thousands of years, and how long did it
take for the danms to bring the salnon to
extinction? Howlong did it take before it was
under st ood that danms kill sal non?

W fed Lewis and Cl ark when they were
starving. Now return the favor. |If ny ancestors
woul d have known that this was going to happen,
Lewis and Cl ark would never have made it.

I'"d just like to finish up by quoting ny
father out of his book. "Sometimes | try to get
people to conpare plant and ani mal species with
their own body parts. For instance, the buffalo
woul d be a finger, the passenger pigeon another
finger, the peregrine falcon another finger. The
wri st would be the sockeye sal non."

If you relate these body parts to these
speci es, how many would you elimnate before you

say stop? You can get along pretty well if you
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| ose a finger, but if you keep on doing that, when
is it going to be enough?

|'"ve learned this philosophy fromny
el ders. Even Joseph hinmself said, "I am of the
earth.” Well, if you consider yourself part of the
earth, you won't sacrifice those body parts. Thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Tinothy. Lee
Brown, Bill Chisholm and then Paul Todd is on
deck. Now, Bill, if you can get up and be ready,
that woul d be hel pful, and Paul Todd then. Great.

LEE BROWN,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, BROMWN: Good evening. The constraints of
180 seconds nekes it kind of conpressed, so I'll be
pretty fast and concise. M name is Lee Brown.
I'"'ma resident of Blaine County. | represent
nysel f.

I hope the follow ng doesn't sound as
ostentatious to you as it does to nme. But | ama
water scientist. |'ma professor enmeritus and a
consultant. 1In the 1970s | was the director of the
United States Departnment of Energy Institute for

Wat er and Energy.
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In the 1980s | was the | ead consultant
for the Texas Departnent of Water Resources as they
rewote their master plan to the year 2040. And in
the 1990s | was a ford foundation consultant for
sim |l ar problens on the upper Sacranmento River with
some of the punps and problens they had there.

All of that's background to the
following. And that is, |I've reviewed the
literature, |'ve exam ned the nethodol ogy, |'ve
read the BC anal yses, and | cane to one single
concl usi on.

And that is, alternative four, to me,
best achi eves the objective of sustaining the
target species. There's a wonderful habitat up
where | live. |If we can just get the fish to them
I think they'll thrive. Thank you very kindly.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Lee. GCkay, Bill,
and then Paul Todd, and on deck is Thia Konig.
BI LL CHI SHOLM

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, CHI SHOLM Having just lost a |oved one,
I'"'mhere tonight with a heavy heart.
THE MODERATOR: Bill, can | get you to state

your nane for the record, please?
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MR, CHI SHOLM Bill Chisholm Having just
| ost a loved one, |'mhere tonight with a heavy
heart. But mnmy heart would be far heavier if |
didn't cone here tonight and add nmy voice to those
speaki ng for the sal non, which have no voice in
this process.

The issue is not just about the surviva
of salnmon. It is also about us and what kind of
speci es we are, and whether we believe our gross
over-consunptive lifestyle is justification for
pushi ng anot her species of life to extinction

Al bert Einstein once said, "W cannot
sol ve our problens at the same | evel of thinking at
which we created them " Technol ogical fixes don't
work in a natural world. They only act as a
band-aid and create the illusion of |ong-term
sol uti on.

Breachi ng of the four |ower Snake River
dans is the only viable, long-termoption. Barging
fish down a river is ludicrous, and dam
nodi fication is nmerely old problens of creative
t hi nki ng and poor |evel econom cs for those that
created the problemin the first place.

Today's Tines-News carried a full page

ad trying to paint the breaching issue as a job
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i ssue. "Do you care about M ke?" Yes, | do care
about M ke, and | believe that if we truly change
our level of thinking, Mke and future generations
of I dahoans can have good jobs that are part of the
sol uti on.

Grain can be shipped by rail nore
reliably and | ess expensive. Those that |oad
barges can | oad freight cars. There are great
opportunities in alternative energy conservation
and energy efficiency. There are also economc
opportunities, chances at self sufficiency in the
mat uri ng of natural sal non stocks and free-fl ow ng
rivers.

I want to go on record that | support
the breaching the four |ower Snake River dans,
alternative four. | am agai nst augmentati on using
sout hern and eastern |Idaho water. But if that
became necessary, |'d say you shoul d take that
water fromthe |livestock concentration canp
i ndustry, also known as CAFOs industrial dairies
and hog factories. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Bill. Paul Todd
is nunmber 36, for those of you counting, and then
Thia Konig and Janes Turner is on deck

PAUL TODD,
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appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MR, TODD: M nane is Paul Todd, and |'m from
Hailey. And I'm here representing nyself, and al so
t he 1 daho Conservation League, of which | am a
board menber.

| have five points to nmake, and |I'IIl be
really brief. The first is that | support
breachi ng of the four |ower Snake River dans.
Second is | support alternative four in the Arny
Corps EIS. Third, is any decision on the Al-H
paper must include partial renmoval of the four
| ower Snake darms.

Four, | care about people too, and
support investnents in agriculture in eastern
Washi ngton and inproved railroad infrastructure to

ship grain fromthe Lewi ston area. Five, the dam

renoval will create a free-flowing river and
addi ti onal southern Idaho water will not be
necessary.

And finally, we have a clear opportunity
to keep the Snake River sal non and steel head
species from becom ng extinct. | vote we do it.
Thanks.

THE MODERATOR: Thanks, Paul. Thia Konig and
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Janes Turner, and on deck is Tom Poneroy.
THI A KONI G,

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

M5. KONIG Hi, ny name's Thia Konig, and I'm
in support of option four and on the H paper, the
renoval of four |ower Snhake dans.

How enbarrassed and ashamed | will be if
I have to explain to the next generations to cone
that, "Oh, sorry about the salnon. Yeah, we had
all these hearings and all that, you know. W had
a chance to save it, but | don't know, we just sat
back, shrugged our shoul ders, and watched this
speci es go extinct."

We're not doing a very good job of
stewarding this planet. W have not inherited the
earth fromour fathers, but we are borrowing it
from our children.

Breaching the dans: One, it's the only
way to save the salnon; two, it's the law, and
three, in the long run, it's the cheapest sol ution.
We' ve already spent $3 billion unsuccessfully
trying to barge the sal non, put themthrough the
turbines and all that sort of stuff. You know

what? It doesn't work. And by the year 2017,
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they're going to be extinct.

The hatcheries, all the fish there, you
know, they becone diseased. It's |ike a daycare
center. One of themgets a cold and it just
spreads. And they're all in-bred. They're
traveling around in schools, but they're al
mor ons.

The fish need a current. They need a
current to restore the runs, and the only way to do
that is to renove the dans. Not only a good idea,
but it's the law. W signed this treaty back in
1855, you know, with the Indians. And we traded.
They gave us sone |and, and we said, "In return
we'll let you fish the salnmon forever.™ Now, if
for sone reason the salnobn go extinct, we're not
going to be able to |live good on our treaty.

And how does a whopping $10 billion
 awsuit sound? Because that's what will happen
And I'Il support them you know what | mean, if
they do that. And | know Congress doesn't really
pay attention, or politicians don't pay any
attention to the spiritual wealth of things, but
yeah, noney talks. So how about a $10 billion
| awsui t ?

Ri ght now we have grain in the river and
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fish in the trucks. How about we use the trucks
and the rail for the grain and the paper, and we

I et the salnon have the river. It will only cost
one cent nore per ton. Right now we're subsidizing
the river transport, $1.10. It will only be one
cent nore a ton to put the grain on the trucks.

Hrm anot her one cent a ton, $10 mllion |awsuit.
Okay.

There will be sonme other subsidies we
have to do. W pay people not to grow, we pay
farmers not to grow crops so we can come up with
some other subsidies. | think we'll have to put an
irrigation pipe in sonewhere along the |ine. But
you know what, whatever the cost it takes, we have
to do it, because it's cheaper in the next
extinction.

Sal non are the spiritual piece to the
puzzle. \What good is a puzzle if you're m ssing
sonme pieces? The nobst costly thing we can do is
nothing. And we can afford to | ose the dans, but
we can't afford to | ose the sal non.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Thia.
Janes Turner, Tom Poneroy, and Shelly Braatz.
JAMES TURNER

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:
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MR, TURNER: My nane's Janes Turner. A
recent econom c study perforned by Ken Casavant and
Eric Jessup of the Departnment of Agriculture and
Economi cs at Washington State University has a
report to the |Idaho Wheat Commi ssion, and it's
ri ght here.

It shows that the comnbined cost of
trucking grain to Snake River ports and then
barging it to Portland is actually greater than
taking it to a railhead and shipping it by train.
The study shows that with some m nor regiona
variance, rail rates with 25 to 26 rail car
| oadi ngs are consi derably cheaper than truck barge
rates for all regions.

It goes on to question with this cheaper
rate, one mmy specul ate why a | arger vol unme of
wheat is not transported via rail. It also states
that rail car shortages are known to exist during
certain tinme periods, which nmay direct wheat to
barge truck that would otherwi se nove via rail

The port of Lew ston noves on average
approxi mately 750,000 tons of what they describe as
wheat and barl ey shi pnents annual ly, which equates

to 7 percent of the total grain noved through
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Por t | and.

I daho agricultural statistics state that
| daho al one grows over three nmillion tons of wheat
annual Iy, and approximately 4.5 million tons are
produced i n Washi ngton per year. O the roughly
7.5 million tons of wheat produced annually between
the two, not to nention wheat fromthe surrounding
states, these nunbers indicate that just a smal
percentage of this region's commdities are
actual ly noved through the port of Lew ston.

These figures seemto suggest that the
Ameri can taxpayer is being asked to pay mllions of
dol l ars per year for an inefficient barge
transportati on system

It also seems to denpnstrate an arrogant
unwi I | i ngness and unconprom sing greed on the part
of a m nuscul e nunber of farners to give up this
sparse subsidy, i.e. free money, and fully utilize
a transportation systemthat has proven fromstate
to state to be quite effective, and pronises to be
even nore so with a bit of investnent.

As sonebody that cones from one of the
ri chest wheat producing regions in the
United States, the Montana high line, | wonder how

the farmers there have managed to stay in business
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this long without direct access to a 140-nile | ong
wat erway to ship their product to market.

O the roughly 60 mllion tons of wheat
produced there annually, only a tiny anount,
approximately 5 percent, is noved through Lew ston
by bar ge.

The sane can al so be asked of farners in
the nost prolific wheat producing state in the
country, North Dakota. And how, for that matter,
did Idaho and Washington farners do it before the
four | ower Snake dans were built?

The answer? They noved and continue to
nmove a majority of their product by rail and truck,
even in places like Chio, Illinois, and Tennessee,
states with extrenely effective and well-utilized
barge transportation systems. Trucks and trains
are very often turned to for noving agricultura
conmmodi ti es and other products to market, depending
on the cost at any given tine.

I know we all have to feed our families,
and |'malso aware there is a fierce loyalty anong
the ag communities in the west, and that the powers
t hat be have once again succeeded in polarizing the
popul ous.

We nust cultivate a common ground to
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assure that affective, though fair, resolution is
achi eved. Bypassing the four | ower Snake River
dans nakes far better sense for a greater anount of
peopl e.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Janmes. Tom and
then Shelly and Andy Munter is next.
TOM POVEROQY,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, POMEROY: Hello, you guys. M nane's
Tom Poneroy, and | grew up in Puget Sound and
nmoved to Central Idaho in 1974. |1'm here to speak
up for sal nmon tonight and support alternative four

| al so hope being here tonight hel ps, because |'m

starting to | ose some -- | believe in governnent
still, but I'"'mstarting to |ose faith.
I"ve witten countless letters, |'ve

gone to many, many public hearings, tried to work
for good candidates, and we're losing. W're
consistently losing on this effort.

And | don't trust the politicians in
| daho. They're not |eaders, they're stallers, and
we need -- you guys are hearing the facts; you know
the science. You need to speak up for what's

right.
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And | think it's overwhel m ng what's
right. We know that we want to save the fish.

I daho -- salnon are our history. | nean, |ook at
-- think of the poor Native Americans. M/ god,
they lived here for thousands and t housands of
years. And just since |I've lived in Idaho, since
1974, we've lost tons of stuff. | nmean, it's
basi c.

You know, we have towns in |daho naned
for sal mon, we have rivers in Idaho naned for
salmon. | nean, it's comon sense. The sal non are
goi ng extinct. W know what we need to do, so
pl ease do it.

Pl ease bypass the dans. Please don't
stall. Push it, nmake it go faster and faster and
faster, and speak up for what's right. Because if
you don't, who's going to? W're all trying to,
but who are they going to listen to?

And al so, you need to tell the southern
Idaho irrigators, you need to tell themthat we're
not going to take their water. You know, they need
to be -- you need to speak honestly to themtoo, so
they don't think it's us against them And | urge
you to please do it. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thanks, Tom Shelly, and
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then Andy, if you can be at the next m ke, and then
Susan Roman is on deck.

SHELLY BRAATZ,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MS. BRAATZ: Hi. M nane is Shelly Braatz.
Ay Irvine said, "W have opened the door to a new
mllennium We nust choose what we will carry with
us into the future and deci de how nuch human greed
and nmachi nery we can bear to shoul der on that
journey. WIIl we take wilderness or just its
menory?"

| support alternative four in the Arny

Corps EIS and alternative D for maxi mum protection
in the All-H paper. | believe that in the days
that these dans were built, we were |largely unaware

of the inmpact that they would have on our

ecosystem

Now we realize that the extinction of
t hese sal non could occur as soon as 2017. | hope
that removing these four dams will not only allow

the fish to return, but will bring back a healthy,
natural flowi ng river and ecosystem
As a river instructor for a nonprofit

organi zation called NOLS, which stands for the
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Nati onal Qutdoor Leadership School, | talk to kids
in the wilderness. | talk to them about |eaving no
trace. | talk to them about using our enlarged

brai ns and our opposing digits to maybe protect and
respect the environnent, as opposed to exploiting
it.

One of the rivers that we run is the
Sal non, and it would be shameful to have to tel
these kids that there are no nore salnon in the
Sal non River.

I think that if we work together as a
comunity, that we human beings can adapt to the
| oss of these dams. The fish, on the other hand,
unfortunately, have not been able to adapt to the
dans.

We have the ability to undo the harm
that we have inflicted upon this ecosystem The
question is, can we convince the politicians to
protect the environnent, instead of protecting the
econoni ¢ needs of sone special interest groups?
hope so for the sake of future generations.

We nust be the change that we wish to
see in the world. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Shelly. Andy and

Susan, if you can be at the nmi ke, Susan Roman, and
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then next is Lynn Kincannon.
ANDY MUNTER

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MR MUNTER. My nanme is Andy Munter. |'m an
| daho Rivers United boardnmenber and businessman in
the Wwood River Valley. In the sumrer of 1979, ny
seven-year-old son was fishing on the Sal mon River
for the first tinme with his uncle.

He cane hone so excited because a fish
this big swam between his | egs. He has never
forgotten it, and | have never forgotten the | ook
on his face. Gving up on saving these nagnificent
fish is not an option for ne.

You're being asked as a society to nake
some difficult decisions that boil down to either a
fish recovery strategy or fish maintenance
strategy, until the political climte changes and
the dans cone down. | support option four on the
4- H paper.

Leading the politicians that say that we
can have the four Snake River dams and fish runs is
signing up for maintenance of token fish runs. W
can probably maintain nost of these runs for a |ong

time if people fromthe northwest are willing to
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sacrifice.

We are hearing that maintenance neans
cutting out all harvest from Stanley to Al aska
stopping all grazing and | ogging on all Idaho
sal mon streans, nore extreme float boat
restrictions in Stanley, billions nore on barging,
hat cheri es, and dam nodificati ons, and al npst
assuredly nmore southern Idaho water, all to protect
a few special interests in northern |Idaho and
protecting only a token run of fish.

Thi s discussion is about four dans, four
bad danms. Progress is realizing we nade a mi st ake.
| support breaching, conpensation for effective
users, and no nore southern Idaho water. The
science is in. Now we must deal with the
politicians.

| suggest that now we all work at
changing our politician's mnds. And if that
doesn't work, we nmust work at changi ng our
politicians. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Andy. Susan?
Susan, are you with us? Gkay. Lynn? | think we
heard from Lynn earlier. Are you going to speak
for yourself this tine, Lynn? |Is that what's going

on here?
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MS.  KI NCANNON:  Yes.

THE MODERATOR: All right, thanks. And then

Sarah M chael, and then Karen Fisher is up next.
LYNN KI NCANNON

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MS. KI NCANNON:  Thanks for letting me speak
for nyself. | didn't really want to speak for the
comm ssioners that nmuch. | am Lynn Kincannon. |
work for the Idaho Conservation League. That's
| daho' s ol dest and | argest statew de conservation
organi zation. W're 27 years old.

I've been with the group for ten years,
and | canme here prepared to nake policy statenents
like we usually do at these kind of hearings, but a
| ot of other people have done that better than
woul d.

So I"mjust going to speak personally,
that | favor breaching the dans. You've already
heard ICL's position on that from Jonathan earlier
So I"'mjust going to speak for a second as a
parent, because | don't think that group's been
represented here tonight. | nean, it has, but no
one's spoken about that in particular

And as a parent, |'m concerned about ny
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nei ghbors, and that nmeans ny nei ghbors in north

| daho and in southern |Idaho, and what effect
restoring salnon runs will have on them And so |
woul d say, as ICL has said, let's nmtigate for

t hose problens by inproving the infrastructure on
the railroads and by saving |Idaho's water and not
gi ving anynore of |daho's water, because we won't
need to if we take the dams out.

I also think jobs will be repl aced
This is a capitalist system That's what happens.
Peopl e | ose their jobs and then new jobs cone
along. Around a half mllion oil workers | ost
their jobs in the '80s, and they seemto have found
other jobs. So I think other people can do that
t oo.

We can repl ace power, we can conserve
it. As a parent, | tell my children about these
things a lot, and they understand that we can't
replace wild salnmon. You folks are in a position
to make decisions that could allow that to happen,
so | hope that you will. Because what |I'mreally
concerned about is the nmessage that we're giving to
our children, which is we need to focus on
econonics al nost exclusively, and that isn't the

way it should be.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

124

We're teaching themthat we should focus
narromy on what's best for me today, and we're
teaching themto fear the future and to fear change
and to say that we can't change anything. And
that's the wong nessage to give to them because
our Native American nei ghbors have said that there
are spiritual reasons to save the sal non.

And | would say that for European
Ameri cans, which is most of us that are here, it is
a noral, spiritual, religious responsibility to
take care of everything on the earth, including the
sal ron. These are anmzing creatures; we need to
protect them So pl ease do.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Lynn. Sarah and
Karen Fisher, and then Jim-- | think it's Slanetz.
Thanks.
SARAH M CHAEL,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MS. M CHAEL: M nane's Sarah M chael, and
I'mon the board of directors of the Sun
Val | ey- Ket chum Chanber of Commerce. | support
alternative four.
Everybody has pretty nmuch said what |

wanted to say tonight. | feel it's the tine to
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breach the dam and save the salnmon. Sal non -- and
it's tine to develop a strong econonmy based upon
environnental ly sound practices. So we hope you'l
support alternative four.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Sarah. Karen, and
Jim and then Sue Peterson
KAREN FI SHER

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MS. FISHER: M nane is Karen Fisher. |I'ma
nmedi cal heal th professional and busi nesswonen up in
the Wwbod River Valley. The journey that ended ne
up in this roomtonight started in a sea kayak up
in Al aska a nunber of years ago. And | amthe kind
of person who doesn't fish nuch, doesn't care to
fish much, and probably could eat my fish out of a
can.

But anyway, with a group of friends of
mne, we went up to Al aska for adventure and to see
the grizzly bears, which | thought was going to be
the big topic. And what happened was we were there
at the beginning of the salnmon run. And let ne
tell you, I was awestruck. And right after I was
awestruck, | was sick, because | realized that when

| grew up in the Sacranento Valley, that's what the
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Sacranmento River had at one tinme. And in ny adult
growi ng up up here, that's what we had at Redfish.

And | thought, what in the heck have we
done? And why can't a bunch of people fromthe
| ower 48 conme up and see what | saw? It was
magni ficent. So | want you to know that | support
breachi ng of the dans; | support anything you need
to do to get these fish back to us.

And | don't care about paying nore for
electricity; | don't care about paying nmore of ny
taxes to help retrain these people that are --
their jobs are taken away. Whatever we need to do,

we need to do it, and we need to do it soon. Thank

you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Karen. Jim and
then Sue Peterson and then Sally -- | think it's
Donart .

JI' M SLANETZ,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, SLANETZ: Hi, nmy nanme is Jim Sl anet z,
and I'mfrom Ketchum After |ooking at the
alternatives presented, alternative four breaching
of the dans definitely seens to nake the nost

sense. Not only does it give the sal non and
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steel head a fighting chance of survival, it also
has the | east inpact on water for Idaho farnmers.

The m ni mal nunber of sal mon returning
attests for the fact that barging really isn't
work. Ing. As far as the port of Lewiston, is it
really a port or a town on the river that we tried
to make a port in the name of progress, and at
i mense cost to the taxpayers? That taxpayer cost
can be used to | essen the inpact on the comerce in
t hat area

Bypassi ng the | ower Snake River dans and
what ever el se we can do to hel p the Snake River
return to its free-flowing state is the | east we
can do to help the steel head and sal non return to a
heal thy | evel. Thanks.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Jim Sue and then
Sally, and then Wley Ellis. Sue, are you here?
Sue Peterson? Are you Sally? OCkay, great. o,
Sally. Thanks.

SALLY DONART,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MS. DONART: My nane is Sally Donart, and
am here to support the alternative four in the

Corps' draft EIS, the renopval of the earthen
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portion of the dans.

I'"ve lived in Idaho 50 years, in \Wiser
and now in the Wood River Valley. M husband was
an attorney, and his specialty was water |law.  And
| learned very early how inportant water is to the
state of I|daho.

Over the past 50 years, we've had nany
projects that have used |daho's water. W have to
ask at what cost. Renmenber the coal-fired plant
they were proposing outside of Boise? It was
def eated because it used too nuch water

But free flowis not flow augnentation
fl eshing. \When those dans were built, oh, yes, one
of the speakers said -- we were told how great it
was. We had the fish | adders, we had barging, we
had flushing, and etcetera. , to the tune of
$3 billion. That's noney out of our pockets.

We only need to |l ook at the fish flows
bel ow those four dans. The fish have healthy flows
in their streans below the danms. How | ong do we
have to adnit we've nade a mistake? You know, if |
hit my thumb with a hamer, | would quit hammering
my thumb, wouldn't I7?

We've all nmade m stakes and had to maybe

adj ust, maybe pay a little bit nore in order to
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correct the mstake. But we don't want to do --
take water fromthe farmers here in the |ower --

t he upper Snake River Valley. That's very certain.
But we do want to continue the flow of the river.
O herwi se, the salnon, the interrel ated
connectedness of life will be jeopardized.
| appreciate your tinme and your

attention. | appreciate all the people who have
spoken today, and | hope that you will see that it
is the courageous thing to do, to breach the dans.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Sally. Wley and
then Philip, | think it's Popner, and then
Dan Casal i

W LEY ELLI S,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. ELLIS: M nane is Wley Ellis. | have
no political, religious, or economc affiliation or
agenda. | live in this biosphere. 1'mnot going
to address fact, figures, treaties wth indians,
| oss of jobs or econonmics, as these are already
addressed in the literature and people's comments.
My message is nore ideal ogical

| bel ong, we belong, to the human
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speci es, which has been around for about 5 billion
years. | also belong to a group known as
honosapi ens, whi ch have been around for about
150, 000 years. |I'mnot very proud of ny
menber shi p

If you've read sone books on
ant hropol ogy, you |learned that we got here nostly
by luck and chance. At birth, every menber of our
species inherits the duty of guardi anship and
caretaker of the other species. Why? Because we
arrived at this point as humans not only by | uck,
chance, and natural selection, but by sone
intelligence as well. But we are not so smart. We

are consum ng and m susing habitat of other

speci es.

During ny short life I've lived and
worked in a few parts of this country. 1've also
travel ed alone to other continents, |lived and

worked in the bush and the jungles with the
i ndi genous peopl e and ot her species. |'ve found
t hat nmost honpbsapi ens are arrogant, egocentric,
greedy, and controlling species, conpared to the
ot hers.
This is especially true with a subgroup,

three or four subgroups within our species, which
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am al so a nenber of: The Angl o- Saxons; the fat
cats. Look at what we've done to the

Afro- Aneri can, the American |ndian, the Eskinos,
the Aborigines, all of whoml've |lived wth.

We foul our very own water, air, and
soil. W think that the Anmerican dream of nore,
nore, nmore; faster, faster, faster, inproves our
quality of life. W even spent billions convincing
the rest of the world that our way is better. Wy
are we tal king about the nobon and now Mars, about a
possi bl e place to relocate? No, |I'mnot that proud
to be a menber.

My nmessage is this. | inplore each and
every one of you to reevaluate your lifestyle, your
wants, your needs, your values, for the sake of
this bi osphere and other species. | have.

| ask you to live sinplistically, slow
down and sinplify, so that other species may sinply
live, even if it nmeans backing up and having |ess.
| have. Many of us here tonight say that you can't
start over or change, but you must. Renenber, we
bel ong to the nost intelligent species. The
sal non, once gone, cannot start over.

Several years ago | fished comercially

for salnmon as a sunmer job. [|'ll never forgot what
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my skipper said to ne while we were picking the
sal nron out of the nets rolling in over the back
drum as if gasping for air. "Wat if they could
screan?" And they're scream ng now.

In summary, | do not believe that nost
people think on their own. Usually people listen
to their nmom dad, sister, brother, w fe, husband,
nei ghbor or nei ghbors, who usually have incorrect
information in telling them about what to think.
Heck, nmpost of you could not describe the difference
bet ween the republican or denocratic platform and
you're getting ready to vote for the next
presi dent.

Research the facts yourself from sources
that have no political or econom c agenda, and see
where the facts take you. Let's stop this analysis
paral ysis and responsi bly breach the dams. Thank
you very rmuch.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Wley. Philip
Dan Casali, and then Gene Hardi ng.
PHI LLI P POPNER

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, POPNER: | am Phil Popner, a professiona

engi neer and part-tine farner in Blaine County. |
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support breaching the dans as the major itemin any
plan to save the salnon. The best is alternative
four. This we nmust do. Salnmon are an unrenewabl e
resource.

45 years ago, | worked on the Brownl ee
Damin Hells Canyon and saw that sal non run end.
The barging of snolts around the dam did not work.
It still doesn't work, any of it. Wen will we
| earn?

| don't want ny irrigation water taken
to speed up the trip of young sal non headed for the
ocean. It won't work. The first study years ago
sai d breach the dams; do it. That is still the
nost inportant part of any plan to save the sal non.
Breach the dans. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Phillip. Dan, and
then Gene, and then Debra Kronenberg.
DAN CASALI

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, CASALI: Hi, ny name is Dan Casali. |'m
a resident of Blaine County. The science is clear
The | ower four Snake danms nust be breached if the
Sal non are to recover. Breach the dans.

20 years and billions -- billions -- of
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dol I ars have been spent on bargi ng dans and dam
nodi fications, and they've proven a failure. W
woul dn't be here if they weren't a failure. Breach
t he dans.

The sal non are going. W're failing
them now. We know what to do, but we lack the
courage to act. Breach the dans.

The sal nmon are leaving; we're failing
our children. We're failing our heritage. It's
tinme to breach the dans.

Are we going to all ow Redfish Lake to
becone Deadfish Lake? Do we have to rename the
Ri ver of No Return? What, the River of No
Commitnment, the River of No Courage, the River of
Political Expediency, or nore sinply, the River of
No Fish. It's time to breach the dans.

You'll be renenbered for your decisions
that are ahead in the next few years. WIIl you be
remenbered with pride? Can you |ook your children
in the eye and say, "I nmade a difference at a
critical tine"? Please, breach the dans. Thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Dan. Gene, and
then Debra, and then Hugh Fice, | guess it is. Go

ahead.
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GENE HARDI NG,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:

MR. HARDING |'m Gene Harding. | live in
Ketchum [|'ma whitewater rafter and kayaker. |
support alternative four and amin favor of
breachi ng the dans.

| believe that the beautiful waters, the
beautiful sumer waters that are so crystal and
cl ear woul d be nore beautiful and nore exciting
with the fish for which the river was naned. |
hope that the river will return for the fish.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Gene. Debra, are
you with us? Great, thanks. Debra and then Hugh,
and after Hugh is Harold. |'mhaving a hard tine
reading the last nane, but | think it's
H-e-u-p-e-r, or He-l-p-e-r; |I'mnot sure which.
Go ahead.

DEBRA KRONENBURG,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MS. KRONENBURG: Thank you. [|I'm
Debra Kronenburg. 1'ma |awer from Ketchum

| daho, located in the Wwod River Valley in Blaine
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County. On occasion, | represent Fish and
Wildlife.

I was struck with the sense of awe and
di sbelief, frankly, when our human popul ation
nunmbers reached 6 billion. At such a stratospheric
figure, our obligation to the other species on this
pl anet is both nagnified and intensified.

At stake here is the extinction of
sal mon. Sal non are a speci es whom nmany of us on
this planet consider sacred. Salnopn are the totem
of the Pacific Northwest; and sal non, some would
say, my friend the professor particularly, define
our region.

At stake also are our uncontrolled
behavi ors, whether reproductive or consunptive.
are behaviors which will lead to our own extinction
as well. Since |l truly believe that we, as a
speci es, have the capacity to noderate our
behaviors and find a consi dered bal ance where we
are not destroying this planet ourselves and the
ot her species who share this earth with us,
support the i medi ate breaching of the four |ower
Snake River dans. | support the return of a
natural river. The scientific justification is as

clear as the noral inperative
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It may not be enough. On nmy worst days
| fear it is not enough. It may not be that silver
bull et we've heard about a couple tines here today,
but it is a start, and a good one. It won't bring
back the falls and the fishery at sacred Celil o,
but it may bring back the sal non to |daho.

| obviously am speaki ng for maxinmm
protection. Breaching the dans, and | al so am
speaking for the draw down of the John Day Dam or
t he pool behind the John Day Dam

I think we've reached the tinme in our
hi story where we just have to take a stand. |
don't know how nuch nore any of us can say. W' ve
all been saying it; |I've been saying it; | think
some of you have been saying it. | hope the
nmessage to Congress is clear, and | thank you for
staying up with us tonight.

THE MODERATOR: Thanks. Thanks, Debra.
Hugh, and then Harold, and then Duane Reynol ds.
HUGH FI CE,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR FICE: M nane is Father Hugh Fice. I''m
a benedict nonk and resident of Jerome County. |'d

like to see what contribution of that perspective
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m ght make for discussion.

So I"'mgoing to begin with a story for
my tradition, or culture. It's a story about Saint
Cut hbert, an Angl o- Saxon nonk. He was traveling
one time with a helper, and they were hungry and
didn't have any food.

They saw an eagle catch a sal non, and
the hel per took the sal non, but Cuthbert made him
give half the fish back to the eagle. Then the two
men arrived at a farnmer's hut. The |ady of the
house cooked the fish and they shared it with her.

There are four points I'd like to draw
fromthis story, the first of which is that
Cut hbert and his conpani on are hungry. They're
vul nerable. Provision of the fish for the eagle
and for the saint and his conpanion is a good gift
emanating froma real mof history.

The fish, the river, the earth,
constitute a creative wonder that manifested its
beauty and its savagery, the creator of whom
through we live and nove and have our being.

The second | esson is that Cuthbert sees
the eagle not as a rival for the fish, but as a
conpani on. Though hunman bei ngs have a specia

pl ace and a special responsibility in nature, they
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share the bounty of their ecosystemwth all the
ot her creatures.

Thirdly, Cuthbert and his hel per shared
the fish equally with the |ady who cooked it.

There is no absolute human right to the proofs of
the earth or to the earth itself. Love of

nei ghbor, the integrity of the earth, now and for
future generations, and the needs of all people
present and future, supersede any property right.

Fourthly, the story shows sone
acquai ntance with the behavior of an eagle now | ong
extinct in England. W know a | ot nore about
eagl es and sal non now t han Cut hbert knew, but we
don't know everything, so we're going to have to
make sone choices on partial data.

But not to nake part and inforned
choices now or wait until there is nore facts and
nore opinions is to do away with the wld sal non.
The choices facing us are not sinply economc
choi ces or choices which concern only the people of
our state, or even the whole watershed. CQur
choi ces concern an environmental web that only
unites us with all the people in the world and with
generations to cone.

Qur goal s should be the conmon good and
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t he good of the commons which are ethical
aesthetic, and spiritual, not just economc.
THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Hugh. Harold, and
t hen Duane Reynol ds, and then Rob Blick
HAROLD HUYSER

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. HUYSER: | am Harold Huyser from
Shoshone. | am an endangered species. | haven't
heard only one or two other people speak here; |I'm
a farnmer. | raise wheat, potatoes, corn, cattle.

| have a feed lot. W fatten about 5,000 cattle a
year. | haven't heard another cattleman speak here
tonight. | am an endangered species.

| hope you save nme with sone of these
idiotic things that have been said tonight. Nunber
one, if they're going to breach the danms, and
want you panel to hear this. They' ve done it for
five years; why haven't nore sal non cone back than
what has? We've sent 10 nmillion acre-feet of water
down there, and sal non have not increased that
much. |If you breached the dams, you're going to
want all the water in the Snake River Basin, and
that still wouldn't bring the sal non back, | don't

t hi nk.
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The scientific evidence for the Corps
and the different people sitting up here, the
Nati onal Fisheries, it's not proven that breaching
t he dans and turning nore water down there is going
to bring these fish back

The other thing, all the sedinent in the
bottom of those dans, |ike was nentioned, what is
that going to do? Fish swimreally good when
they're swimm ng in sedinent going upstream |1
tell you that. They couldn't do better, so you
better consider that. Howlong is it going to take
to flesh that sedi ment out of those dans? It isn't
going to be done very quick, I'Il tell you that.

The other thing is the cost of barging
conmodities out of Lewiston. It will cost not a
cent of what it will cost from10 to 13 cents a
bushel nore to barge wheat or the shipping rate out
of Lewiston than it does now if you put it on other
forms of transportation.

One gallon of fuel will nove a ton of
commodity by the rail for 520 niles, or sonething
like that. A gallon on the trucks will nove only
50-sonme miles, and the price of fuel is going to be
nore than that. It's going to pollute our air nore

than it ever was before.
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The next thing is about the power.
There has been several things that have said about
the power that |I've read in the |ast few days.
There will be enough power lost to |ight equal to
t he whol e anount of -- that it would take to |ight
the city of Seattle, which is about 2 mllion

people. That power is significant.

The power will be something that | pay.
My power bill's about $80,000 a year, and | amreal
serious about paying anynore. | am an endangered

species. W can't send anynore power than what we
have now, 1'Il tell you that.

So | want you to consider these things,
above all the other things that are said. | amin
the driver's seat where the noney i s changi ng
hands. A | ot of these people don't know what it is
to produce a product. W produce a product every
day, 1'Il tell you that.

So listen to what this endangered
speci es has to say about the water. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Harold. Duane,
and then Rob Blick.
DUANE REYNOLDS

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:
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MR, REYNOLDS: M nane is Duane Reynol ds.
I"'mfromTwin Falls, Idaho, and |' m speaki ng on ny
own behal f and that of my three children.

For al most 200 years we've been using up
the west faster than it can be renewed. W cannot
continue at this ever-quickening pace. Too soon we
will be destitute, having traded our birthright for
a nere bow of porridge.

If our children and grandchildren are to
have a west worth living in, we nust learn to
listen to the salnon and to their kin. They speak
clearly but softly, so to hear them we nust be
qui et and patient, too.

We nust stop proclaimng, as if our
words nade it so, what they nust do to live with us
and listen instead, so that they can tell us what
we nust know, know for ourselves as well as for
t hem

VWhat will they tell us? Wat they
whi sper already is that we have unraveled too far
the web in which we and they live, and of which
they are only one part. ; that in spite of our best
efforts, we have yet to arrest that unraveling.

Wi ch of us knows what nay fall through those

hol es, or when the unraveling will stop?
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We ignored for too long and will now pay
the price. Mre will be paid, whatever we do.
Barging will cost, drawdowns wi |l cost, breaching

will cost. But losing the salnmon would cost much,
nmuch nore.

We have already paid far too nuch to
| ose as nuch as we have already lost. $3 billion
wasted to barge snolts past killing dans. | would
add also the loss to fishernmen, and to those who
rely on their livelihood or their sport; nore than
25,000 jobs lost already in the Col unbia Basin.
$500 million in earning power.

I would add also the loss to the tribes
whose |ife way centers on sal non, and whom we once
prom sed woul d have sal non forever, and they woul d
fight no nore for their lands. It would cost us
dearly to break that prom se, $10 mllion or nore,
and our honor in the bargain.

But if you want to know the full cost,
ask also the river and those creatures living in or
near it and who depend upon it for life. |If you
listen to themtoo, you can then fully sum what has
al ready been paid and how much nore would be | ost.

For too long we have in error believed

that all that the river gives us is free. But the
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song is now over and the piper nust be paid. And
even if it was not asked to call the tune, still we
danced while it played.

Regar dl ess what el se nust be done, the
four | ower Snake River dams nmust be breached. It
is the only way to begin. It pays our debt nopst
while costing us little. While these dans stand,
we cannot succeed what else we nay try.

We nust restore and protect our
streanbeds and water. W nust support those who
hel p sal non by nanaging their own | ands well, and
i nsist on better stewardship of our own public
| ands.

And the greedy, the selfish, the
short-sighted and resentful, nust be often and
clearly rem nded that these things are our common
heritage and belong no nore to themthan to any
ot her Anerican. They belong not to no one, but to
all. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Duane. Rob Blick
then Martha Hol |l enhorst, and Neil Bahen. Rob, are
you here? | have Rob Blick next, and then Martha.
Is Rob not here? Okay.

Is Martha here? Okay, Martha, you're

on, and then | have Neil -- | think it's B-a-h-e-n,
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but |I'm not sure. It's alittle difficult to read.
MARTHA HOLLENHORST,

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MS. HOLLENHORST: My nane is

Mart ha Hol | enhorst, and |I'm from Hail ey, |daho.
And | work in a bakery, but | consider it a
tourist-rel ated job.

And we all say that we want to save the
sal mon, but the current course of action is
obvi ously not working. The sal nmon popul ati on has
dropped dramatically since the dams were built. |
t hi nk breaching the dans is the best solution for
sal non survi val

I would rather spend noney to help
relieve the econonic effects of dam breaching than
to lose the salmon fromthis area. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Martha. Okay. |Is

Neil here? Any Neils? Neil was nunber 63, for
those counting. And Phil Blick, is there a Phil?

Steve Miunson, are you here? Geat,
Steve. And then after Steve is Jack Rose, and then
Cerald Tews. Ckay, Steve, you're on.

STEVE MUNSON

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:
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MR, MUNSON: M nane is Steve Munson. |'m
the CEO of WVul can Power Conpany. |'mthe head of
the Native Range Alliance, which is doing native
seed restoration work on the high desert, and we
have an initiative called the Renewabl e Sal non
Initiative.

The purpose of being here tonight is to
tal k about context, the context of the studies that
have gone forward so far. |'mhere tonight to
address the comments on the | ower Snake, primarily
the alternative four cost benefits analysis and the
John Day draw down and the 4-H paper

I"'min favor of breaching the dans on
the Snake, and I'min favor of reopening the
comments, that the Corps has said that it's going
to quit the analysis going on on John Day Dam [|'m
in favor of reopening that. | believe the
cost-benefit analysis work that we've done shows
clearly that that needs to be reopened.

We've done three things. W' ve |ooked
outsi de the box, we've |[ooked at the context of the
study, and we have al so done cost-benefit anal ysis.
If we had additional tine here, | would go through

many of the nunbers. |'mgoing to have to give you
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just the top end of what we've done so far

We suggest four new i deas. W suggest
keeping the irrigated farnm and at |ce Harbor
37,000 acres of irrigated ground. W'd like you to
Il ook into a canal to bring the water down by
gravity so that the costs are nuch reduced, both as
to capital costs initially and operating costs of
getting that water to the farns.

Number two, we suggest the BPA | ook at
the transmi ssion line corridor and consider having
a fiberoptic line put on that corridor, perhaps by
private enterprise, and put in five industria
parks, infrastructure in the port areas and in the
tribe areas, and train people for new jobs in the
new econony. W think that you can find a conpany
that would contract to do that.

Nunber three, we reconmend that the
upl ands, which are degraded in the areas where the
rivers run by restored with native plants. W have
a research project with four universities to do
that. We'd |like to work with the Corps and perhaps
with BPA to get the restoration done. It should be
done as part of this effort. That's where the
water falls, that's where the soil runs in. That

adversely inpacts the fish.
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We al so believe that you should | ook at
alternative power. W have 1,000 negawatts of
geot hernmal power. We have power in the states of
Oregon and | daho that are unused. Natural, clean
steam that would cost | ess than 1-20th of one cent
to 1-30th of one cent per kilowatt hour to replace
t hose danms, the four dams on the Snake.

It will cost |less than 2-20ths of one
cent to 6-20ths of one cent to replace the
John Day. It should be done. BPA has not been
doing its work. You've wasted $15 mllion |ooking
at geothermal power and it's tinme that you do
sonet hi ng about it.

Ten years since | suggested your entity
| ook at geothernmal, and there's not a kilowatt on
line in the northwest, and you're not close. You
need to do your job. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Steve. Jack Rose,
Gerald Tews, and Joey Graff. Jack, are you with
us? Okay, GCerald, how about you? |s Gerald stil
here? Joey Graff? After Joey is George Lemon, |
t hi nk, or Lamar. Go ahead.

JOEY GRAFF,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:
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MS. GRAFF. Good evening, |I'mJoey Gaff,
vice president of the Native Range Alliance in
Bend, Oregon. The Native Range Alliance is
conprised of commttee nmenbers representing both
envi ronnental and agricultural issues. It's
charged with the m ssion of coordinating the
devel opnent of ideas, research, and technol ogy
bet ween governnent, acadenic, private, and public
st akehol ders in order to advance restoration of our
rangel ands with the native plants.

Qur goal is to inmprove sal non and
st eel head habitats by inproving the uplands through
a conprehensi ve program enhancing healthy wildlife
habi tat and rangel and wat er sheds.

There are many resource concerns facing
the high desert and Great Basin rangel ands to which
t he Snake and Col unbia Rivers flow, in particular
a declining habitat for wildlife, including sal non,
have been anpbngst the bi ggest concerns.

Loss of native plants increases the
noxi ous weeds and annual grasses as a direct result
of the declining wildlife, big gane, and sal non.

At the sane time, the hydrol ogic cycles are
severely interrupted with sonme vast anounts of

wat er, which flood and erode the land, fill the
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streans and rivers with soil and/or pesticides,
which is detrinmental to the sal nmon's existence.

Reduced |ivestock grazing on public
| ands i s adversely affecting many comrunities in
the western states. Qur goal to inprove grazing
lands will increase forage anounts in these areas,
as well as inprove the salnon habitat.

Qur Native Range Alliance, the
foundati on being the Native Range Restoration
Project, a three-tiered programincluding research
education, and denonstration, offers a solution
The project is conprised of a unique ten-year
program of applied research with quantifiable
rangel and ecosystem hearing health targets and
annual reporting on research findings and results.

The native range project has the support
of conservation, farm and ranch organi zati ons, and
| eaders from both political parties in Oregon and
the southwest. W are expanding this collaboration
to become a coordinated nultiple-state effort.

I would like today to subnit to the
Corps of Engineers our Native Range summary packet;
it's for your review We would be providing this
packet not only to you, but also to federal and

state prograns. W feel this is a very
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conpr ehensi ve program and can benefit not only the
sal non habitat, but all of the rangel ands as well
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Joey. kay,
Ceorge Lemon is next, and then Vince Al berdi and
Myron Huni g.

GEORGE LEMVON

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, LEMVON: |'m George Lemmon from Hager man
I daho, and |'ve been in the fish culture business
for 35 years, raising trout, salnon, sturgeon in
the Hagerman Valley. There are four issues of
sal non recovery | would |like to address at this
tine.

Fi sh | adders. Fish | adders need to be
built -- am | close enough?

THE MODERATOR: There you go.

MR. LEMMON: Fish | adders need to be built
fish friendly. Salnon are not marathon runners.
They are sprinters. They cannot nmake |ong runs
through fast water. They need a rest stop between
junmps. | suggest that fish | adders need to be
built on a 2 percent grade, 100 feet between

two-foot drops with a quiet zone between the drops.
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This will enable the salnmon to clinb over the dans.

Ni trogen. Water dropping into a poo
nore than seven feet deep, nitrogen in the air
bubbl es is absorbed into the water along with
oxygen. The Arny Corps of Engineers says that the
concentration of nitrogen cannot exceed 10 percent
per mllion. W in the fish industry cannot raise
trout or salnmon in water with nitrogen |evels above
2 percent.

Wth augnented fl ows over the dams into
the pools below, the air and the bubbles -- falling
water is driven into the pools. The nitrogen kills
t he sal non and provides feed for the seagulls bel ow
t he dans.

Predators. | cannot understand why
sportsnen, comercial fisherman, and the Indians
are allowed to take the endangered sal non brood
stock returning to their spawning grounds. Natura
predators nmust be controlled. That is, sea lions,
terns, and ne.

Feed is the fourth one. And if sal non
or snolt are not getting feed enough in the water
t hey cannot devel op. Thank you for |istening.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, George. Vince,

and then Myron and M ke Buckl ey.
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VI NCE ALBERDI ,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:

MR. ALBERDI: Good evening. M nane is

Vince Alberdi. [|'mthe general manager of the
Twin Falls Canal Conpany here in Twin Falls. And
the conpany, to tell you a little bit about it, |
t hought | mght give you a little story about how
t he conpany was forned and how nany acres we have
here in the Twin Falls area, being that you're

vi siting.

The conpany provides irrigation water to
some 202,690 acres. To kind of put that into a
perspective, that's an equival ent of 237 square
mles. W are the largest irrigation entity in the
state.

We were devel oped in the early 1900s and
we got a water right of a 1900 right that provides
natural flow, and we've got storage rights in the
reservoirs upstreamin American Falls, as well as
Jackson Lake. And our users, of course, have paid
dearly for the privilege and the opportunity to buy
space in these reservoirs.

And to tell you a little bit about the

project, we were devel oped, and water cane first
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into the project in March of 1905. Since that
time, the project has devel oped into probably a
garden, in many people's estimations. You can

i magi ne that it was nothing but a desert at that
time.

And incidentally, it was devel oped by a
CHARI AC, which neans that it was devel oped by
private funds, and not the Bureau of Reclamation or
the governnent. Incidentally, you'll be probably
surprised to learn that the land, once it was
devel oped and ready to be irrigated, sold for
50 cents an acre.

Any thoughts as to what the water sold
for per acre? The water actually sold for $25 an
acre, and that was clear back then. So they had it
pretty well in line, in regards to what the val ue
of the [and was and what the value of the water
was.

Today, we have sone 4,000 famlies that
are on the project, and | certainly can't represent
all 4,000 of those families, but | can tell you
that approximately two-thirds of the enploynment in
this Twin Falls County is agriculturally rel ated.
We produce over $100 million of raw product, and if

you put a normal nmultiplier with that, you can
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realize that the project has a substantial anount
of val ue.

Now, this evening we've talked a | ot
about what we can support and what we can't
support. I'mconfused a little bit about why the
Al | -H program does not have a conmponent in it; it
does not have natural -- | mean, does not have fl ow
augnent ati on.

| hear a | ot of people wanting to
support alternative nunber four, but alternative
nunber four has a flow augnmentati on conponent in
it.. And that is a real troubling thing for us.
Few people, | think, realize that it does have a
fl ow conponent alternative in it.

We cannot support the breaching of the
dans as long as there is a flow conponent, because
it takes that flow to grow our crops in the valley.
Thank you for this opportunity.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Vince. Mron and
then M ke Buckl ey, and then John Wl ls.
MYRON HUNI G

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR HUNIG Mron HUNIG [|'ma Jerone County

farmer, and I love fish. |In 1967 through '69
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lived near and fished the Alsea River in western
Oregon. In the fall we caught sal non and
t hroughout the wi nter we caught steel head.

Recently | visited with Kevin Goodson
who is the fish biologist with the O egon
Department of Fish and Gane, who is responsible for
the Alsea, Siletz, and Celilo fisheries. He
related that fall chinook spawning returns are at
50-year highs, which is very good.

However, the coho returns to their
hat cheries are very low, as conpared to the tine
that | was there. 200 fish return, conpared to
several thousand 30 years ago. The steel head
nunbers have al so declined, from 12,000 harvested
fish by anglers down to 1,000 to 2, 000.

Since these rivers do not have any dans,
since there are no dams, other factors are
responsi ble for the decline in the nunbers for the
st eel head and coho while the chinook are faring
very well.

Kevi n suggested several areas they are
| ooking at as solutions to their problens, such as
habi tat, predators, and especially harbor seals,
whi ch were not a problem 30 years ago, but are a

maj or probl em today; ocean conditions and hatchery
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operations. M point is that nore than just the
Snake River dams could be the cause of the decline
in fish returns to |Idaho rivers.

However, if you think the danms are the
problems, | think there is a solution to the Snake
dans that will benefit everyone. Build a new river
or a canal from Lewi ston to Pasco to bypass the
four Snake dans.

The approxi mately 130-mle stream could
be built parallel to the existing river above the
current canyon, or it could go on a direct route
from Lew ston to Pasco. The new stream could carry
smolts past the four danms in a streamthat would be
simlar to the Snake River prior to dam
construction.

Exi sting water fromthe Cl earwater and
t he Sal nron and Snake Rivers would be sufficient to
carry the snolts. A systemto divert the snolts
into the new river would have to be devel oped.

This river could be constructed in a
much shorter time than what it will take to breach
t he existing dams, and fish results would be
i mredi ate, as conpared to alternatives. | hope you
will seriously look into this alternative plan

And | think due to the growmh of hones
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and people in the northwest, we no | onger have a
surplus of power here. 1In a recent article in the
Times News it's suggested that we could even have
brownouts this sunmer. So those dans are inportant
to all of us.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Myron. M ke and
t hen John.

M KE BUCKLEY,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, BUCKLEY: My nane's M ke Buckley. |'ma
local farner, Twin Falls County. | waited a |ong
time to talk tonight; I'"mkind of tired. [|'m going

to have to read. Usually | can talk off the cuff a

little bit.

I"'ma fourth generation farner, and |'m
here as a supporter of salnmon and fish. | do
believe that we need to do something. | believe

there are other measures that can be done besides
breaching the dam | believe that's drastic and
radi cal .

"' m agai nst flow augnentation. | think
the two are very closely connected, intertw ned;
fl ow augnentati on and breaching. But |'mjust

going to read now what | have written in the notes.
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I'"d like to encourage you to use common
sense in meking your decisions, to |ook at the
science and see if there have been any results from
augnentation, and if any can be expected by taking
any nore water.

But nore inportantly, to | ook at the
other factors that are certainly affecting the
sal mon runs; nanely, the fishing interests
of fshore. Weigh those factors agai nst what's being
proposed by the proponents of augnentation or
breachi ng at the expense of not just southern
| daho, but all of Idaho.

There was a tine before all of this |and
began to be devel oped and the west was still a
frontier that nen and wonen of vision and
| eadershi p saw t he west as having great potenti al
not just for enterprising individuals, but
collectively for the whole country; that if they
created opportunities for people with the
initiative, then the devel opment of the west would
make this nation great.

| believe that in our tine we have seen
much of that realization of the vision. 1| also
believe that there is nmuch nore that can be

acconplished. Qur job is to continue ahead in
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cooperation with the environnent as nuch as
possi bl e, but not to tear down what has already
been acconpli shed by taking resources away, that
have built whole communities.

Wth the yellow light on I"mgoing to
shift gears just a little bit. | believe that dam
breachi ng sets a very dangerous precedent. And if
we don't believe that nore dam breaching will be
requested, as much as | agree with the concerns of
the Sho-Ban Tribe, the reason they're here tonight
is they want to see salnon restored in all runs in
t he Snake River, because that's the area that
they're from

That will not be the end of breaching.

I think we have to consider that. Wat will be
next? |f we think power shortages are not a

probl em when we breach nore danms it will be a
serious problem and there's a huge econonic i npact
t here.

Let's spend the billions that it will
cost to tear the danms down to | ook at other
solutions. One that was just mentioned, | don't
know how wi I d that is, but maybe it's workable.
There has to be solutions, and | believe that

peopl e of ingenuity that were able to build dans
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can find another solution. Thanks.

THE MODERATOR: Thanks, Mke. | knowit's
cold in here, folks. But every single time | ask
for themto turn the heat up, it gets colder, so
|"ve given up. But 1'Il tell you a secret | just
di scovered and that is that it's very warmin the
woman' s room

So after John, we're going to take a
qui ck break. Is John here? John Wells is our next
speaker. Let's take a quick break, then, and |et
our panelists get a coat. W' |l be back in ten
m nut es.

(Recess.)

THE MODERATOR: Qur first speaker up after
the break is Ted, D-i-e-h-1, Diehl. Ted, are you
her e?

A PERSON: He gave it on the tape recorder.

THE MODERATOR: Ckay, great. Garry Bush?
Okay, Garry, and after Garry is Bill Jones, and
then Leonard Beck.

GARRY BUSH

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, BUSH: |I'm Garry Bush, and |'m here for

the fish and for the sport fisherman, who like to
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catch them As one of the founders and the third
| daho Steel head and Sal non Unlinited president in
the mid-1980s, |'ve been in the anadromous fish
business and its issues for quite sonetine.

| am here for steel head and sal non, for
fi sherman; and having read, discussed, and debated
consi der abl e background naterial for years,
alternative four, breaching the four |ower Snake
Ri ver dams, is the next |ogical step

We have not seen any inprovenent in
| daho anadronpus fishing in the 30 years that |'ve
lived here. The runs continue to decline,
especially wild runs. Please consider these two
brief cormments, one econom c, one social. These
may be issues that you have not previously weighed.

As a real estate broker in Idaho for the
same 30 years, | can say with certainty that
property values along and close to our fishable
anadronous rivers would increase dramatically if
the fish returned in fishable nunbers.

Property val ues going up with county
assessors in ldaho required to assess at 1 percent
of market val ue, would provide a trenmendous
trickle-down and residual effect for these

counties, towns, and the cities that service sport



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

164

fi sher man.

Public benefits, such as better schools,
retail sales, notels, etcetera, can provide for a
rej uvenated econom ¢ boost in this community.
Revived fish returns would be exciting for
nowfailing rural |Idaho communities.

As an exanple, a real estate client
recently paid $7 and a half mllion to buy a cattle
ranch so that he and his friends could have a
private place to trout fish. Can you inmgine the
acqui sition of fishing cabins along the rivers for
sal mron and steel head fishing famlies? |It's just
-- it boggles your mnd, what could happen if we
had | arge returns of sal non and st eel head.

Finally, as a sport fisherman
representing ny famly and many others with sinilar
interests, we don't need or want more politics,
sci ence, and justifications to have the opportunity
to fish for steel head and sal ron. W want nore
fish in our rivers to fish for. They are fun to
catch and good to eat.

Sport fishing allows people to snile
again. It brings |laughter and happi ness; the
joshing and the joking, the camaraderie, the

canpfire yarns, the river talk, the favorite
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photos, the river social networking. To me, that's

what it's all about. Real people and rea
famlies, sport fishing for sal non and steel head.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Garry.
Bill Jones, are you with us? Leonard Beck? And
after Leonard is Scott Levy, and then David,
think it's D-a-u-b, possibly.

LEONARD BECK

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:

MR. BECK: |'m Leonard Beck, a third
generation farmer of the Snake River irrigators.
We still farmthe original ground that ny
gr andf at her honmesteaded in the early 1900s. He
came to Burley to farmfor one reason and one

reason only, and that was farm ground was being

devel oped on a reclamation project built and funded

by the irrigators who were participants of that.
Since he settled in Burley, he and ny

grandnot her rai sed eight children. Fromthose

ei ght children, there are now 24 famlies who are

trying to make a living and contribute to the

econony in the community by paying property taxes,

serving with our tinme to make our community a pl ace
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where our children will want to conme back and cal
hone.

Wth the invitation to participate in
this reclamation project, the federal governnent
became our trustee as a protector of the water
stored in the reservoirs which we receive our water
fromin a distribution system which was built by
those who becane the irrigators of that |and.

| see this trustee, and now, in a very
conscientious effort, trying to pry any amunt of
water fromthe very people that you encouraged to
cultivate the west, to provide an econom c base,
and also to help expand the influence of the United
St at es.

I am rem nded of a statenment ny father
told of his father, ny grandfather, a few days
before he passed away. "Stay united as a fanily.
There will be many issues and people wanting to
separate you, but being united, you are stronger."

This trustee, the federal government, in
t he di sgui se of an endangered speci es, which can be
bought and eaten anywhere, is trying to make
anot her endangered species, the southern Idaho
farmer, of which | amone. Not only as a farner,

but I am also a husband and a father, a taxpayer,
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and a community servant.

It has been nmentioned in earlier
heari ngs that people renenber fishing for sal non
bel ow t he Shoshone Falls. As one who conmes from a
descendant and an heritage of those who were
enticed to come to the | and above Shoshone Falls,
find great difficulty in having the federa
government penalize one who was enticed to be in
t hat area

Government officials were well aware of
t he consequences when treaties and contracts were
instituted as to when the danms were built. But
t hey encouraged the purpose of them as they did
the reclamation projects, as they did with the
reservations, and the contents of those contracts
and treaties that they signed.

VWhether it is a fish, water, or a dam
t hose who have been given prom ses by a trustee can
and shoul d expect that those pronmises will be
fulfilled. Be prudent and responsible in your
deci si on, even though as heavy hearted as it is to
make, be wise in that, so that we can all stil
provi de ourselves with the living that we were
prom sed to when we were asked to inhabit and to

cultivate the west. Thank you.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

168

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Leonard. Scott
and then David and then Duane Ranseyer.
SCOTT LEVY,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, LEVY: M nane's Scott Levy. Tonight |
decided to kind of free format, to tell you a
little bit about when | left the last neeting in
Pasco. Ended up running out of gas out of
Craignont. Filled up there, went to the Prairie
Cl ub.

Got totalk to a lot of the farmers up
there, and | was the dam breacher up there. And by
2:00 in the norning | had a couple of friends and a
ot of enemies. It was a lot of fun.

What | learned is that there is |ot of
confusion; a |lot of confusion about what's going
on. | had people telling me that if you get rid of
those dans, we're going to have a dust bow out
here. | think a lot of that comes fromthe
petition that went around about save our dams; it
had 80, 000 si gnatures.

It says we want to save Col unbi a and
Snake River Dams, so a | ot of people think that

this whole thing is about all the danms of, you
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know, a large region. They don't understand the
i ssues.

So we sat down with beers and went over
not es and pointed out what | basically talked to
you in earlier testinonies, shippers could be taken
care of, rebating, any cost over $1.48, the
irrigators, we could run a pipe 35 mles or use the
Arny Corps' recommendation to put in a punping
station.

The ratepayers, like | tal ked about | ast
night, the rates don't need to go up at all. W
can take care of all the people's concerns. You've
heard a | ot of people that are freaked out that if

t hese four dams go, then these things are going to

happen.

There's been | ot of mnisinformation about
things. And a lot of that comes, | think, from our
politicians. | renenber Larry Craig saying that if

these dans go, then southeastern irrigators are
going to | ose water
Well, Larry doesn't quite get it, |

guess, that those dans are quite a ways from

sout hern Idaho. A |lot of confusion. | don't know
if he's ignorant of what was going on. | don't
know if he's a liar; | don't know what his
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i nfluences are. But it's scary when our el ected
of ficials are causing confusion anong the peopl e.

The facts are the facts, and all the
peopl e that can be -- that are afraid to be
ef fected, the shippers, irrigators and ratepayers,
we see that we can take care of them so that
nothing is going to -- that they will feel no
econom c effects.

It's real exciting to be here with you
guys making this decision. |It's a great decision
and |'mreally confident that -- | feel that you're
going to find the truth, because the truth is
there. Al the facts are pointing to the truth.

One of the good argunents that happened
in the Prairie Club was we got to the clarification
that the science argunment based on sedinent, is the
sedi mnent going to cause problems? Well, if it's
smal | sedinment, it mght help the fish, because
they can evade fromthe predators that see them
If it's large, it will clog their gills. So
there's an unknown of sedinent.

The ot her unknown is delayed nortality.
Is there delayed nortality or is there not? |If you
take the hypothesis that the delayed nortality

nunber that the panel put it inis just put it in
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to make it so that the dams need to come down.

If you take that argunent, there is no
del ayed nortality effects from barging, then you
have the counter-argunent or hypothesis. You' ve
heard the argunent; | think it's a great
count er - ar gument .

I'"'mnot going to necessarily say let's
get rid of danms. I'mtrying to speak for the fish.
In this case the science and all the logic points
to the four | ower Snake River dans as the problem

I"'mvery excited that | got to be a part
of this process, and thank you all for thinking
hard. And if there's any questions, you can wite
me anonynously through the website Bluefish.org; if
the brigadier general wants to wite ne as
Fred Flintstone, that's fine. |1'll do whatever |
can to help you answer your questions on either
side of the question. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thanks, Scott. David, you
still with us? | think it's D-o-u-b. | can't tel
for sure. Duane Ranmseyer, and then after Duane is
Bob Rodman, and then Steven Sidle. Go ahead.

DUANE RAMSEYER

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:
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MR. RAMSEYER: | am Duane Ranseyer. | am a
native of Filer, and | have lived in this area for
al nrost 50 years and farnmed here. | wish to offer
the followi ng testinony regarding the salnon fish
recovery efforts.

The frenzy of the proponents regarding
the breaching of the four danms has becone not
unli ke a cheerleading section at a Bulls basket bal
game. The cheerl eaders chant, "Breach the dans,
breach the dams, rah rah rah, fish fish fish."

Unfortunately, the group of rah-rah
peopl e haven't considered the whol e problem of the
sal mon recovery. It's very easy to say breach the
danms, but | challenge those proponents to take one
bi g step back and coldly and honestly survey the
whol e scene. What about the nmany vari abl es
i nvol ved? How do we address the issue that the
majority of the problenms of the sal non have
occurred bel ow t he dans?

| would like to address a few of the
nor e obvi ous variabl es or problens of the sal non.
| respect and support the Indian traditions and
| ore. However, to do their fishing thing and then
sell their catch for $1 or $2 a pound to anyone,

whonever, |eaves ne very cold. | see no
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acknow edgnent or accommodation for the sea |ions
as a nmjor predator

We know t hey have increased trenendously
in nunbers, and a | arge percentage of the sal non
who do return have evidence of attacks. What are
we going to do with the terns? There are probably
nice birds, but they have a reputation of being
feroci ous feeders.

How nmuch do we know about the affect of
ocean tenperature on the salnon |ife cycle? Wat
about the actual life of the salnmon in the ocean,

i ncludi ng predators? What about the ocean fishing,
both near and of fshore on sal non nunbers?

In farmng, | have to contend with
vari ables in producing a saleable crop. But just
as in dam breaching context, if | decide to depend
upon only one solution in producing the crop,
wWill surely fail.

We in southern ldaho are threatened with
nore water needed for flow augnentation if the dans
aren't breached. W view this aspect with nmuch
skepticismand di smay. The studies thus far
concl udi ng usi ng additional water do not bear any
rel ati onshi p whatsoever to the successfu

restorati on of the sal non.
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On the contrary, we were not surprised
to see this addition of water already being sent
downst ream being considered for additiona
irrigation in other states downstream The drying
up of 1,000 acres of productive farm ands is too
high a price to pay for a proposal that is not
proven and may not be proved in any other way but
maybe for 40 years.

Let me touch briefly on tourismas a
benefit of breaching. 1| always chuckle when | hear
this reasoning. Tourismis mainly a product of the
| ocal chanber of conmerce. Their figures are
al ways suspect, because of their purposefu
pronmotional efforts, and nmany tinmes are tied to
obt ai ning additi onal noney from some other force
for sone other pronotion. The fishers of sal non
that I know are pretty well self-sustaining, even
down to their beer. They bring their supplies from
hone.

Dam breaching carries a very high price
on the econom es of our state. | would suggest
extreme caution if dam breaching is the only
sol ution considered. W are inviting failure from
the word breach if we don't consider the entire

scenario. Thank you very much.
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THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Duane.
Bob Rodnman, Steven S-i-d-l-e. Bob, are you with
us? Steven, what about you? Dave Ful mer?
Julie Rodman? Charles Harris? Ron Ballard?
Kell een, K-e-|-l-e-e-n Chapman? Letitia Phillips?
The | ast break was pretty effective.

Rich Curtis? John Marshall?
Chuck Webb? Louie Davenport? Bill Chasteen? |Is
that you, Bill? Geat. Okay. David Erikson
didn't we hear from David Erikson earlier?
Bl LL CHASTEEN

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. CHASTEEN: [I'm Bill Chasteen. |I'ma
Goodi ng farnmer, for endangered species. They keep
tal king about all this water and stuff |ike that,
and here's ny Capital Press. |It's a farm magazine.
It says, "Users eye lawsuits to force nore water
for salmon." This is March 3rd.

You guys are suing this guy in the
Bureau of Reclamation to get nmore water out of ne,
which is going to dry up 350,000 acres. And
didn't wite this. It was right here. Read it.

And you guys shoul dn't be pushing these

ki nd of nmeetings to where you put us agai nst these
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guys when you know that there's no sal non goi ng
past Chi ef Joseph Dam There's no fish | adder
there. Colville Indian Reservation, there's a big
one. | don't hear the Indians crying up there.

You go up here, Hells Canyon Dam why
aren't the Owhees getting their sal non back? Wy
is the sal non just going one direction, and why are
you so worried about breaching the danms when you're
going to open the | ocks up and let the water go?

See, you got to kill the generator so
you can fire up Hanford's three nothball nucl ear
plants. Cone on, let's get sone honesty about this
whol e thing. Think about it.

Why don't you -- you're an engi neer. |
work for them |I'man electrician, powerhouse
el ectrician for Chief Joseph Dam You guys know
those | ocks can be opened. You don't have to tear
it down. But if you flush all that stuff down, you
can shut the | ocks and be back in business. But
there's got to be nore notives behind this.

But they're pushing the wol ves on us,
they're pushing the grizzly bears, we got you guys
sitting here trying to steal our water. W been
pl ayi ng cowboys and | ndi ans; cowboys al ways w n.

The wol ves | ose. We've got cows out there, we're
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shooting them we're burying them we ain't telling
nobody, grizzly bears, sanme thing.

You guys got our open checkbook, but
sooner or later you're going to sit there like,
what happened? We're here to stay. Wiy isn't
Craig here, the rest of these guys here? Because
they've got this here stuff here.

You see nore nice little deals here, how
the buses are coming fromHailey down here. You
guys here, and you got good patience. | got to
hand it to you for that.

It's just you didn't get a good
representative of this neeting. , what is really
goi ng on, and you got to start |ooking at -- you
all ought to take a vacation, but you really ought
to study offshore fishing. You' ve got to finish
your study. Go another five years. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Bill. Don Tracy?
If we can ask you to hold your appl ause, please,
appreciate it. Don Tracy, Florence Sandy, and
Ben Wal ker.
DON TRACY

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MR, TRACY: Thank you. For the |ast 28 years
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of my working life |I was dam engi neer, and for the
| ast nine years | spent six nonths a year fishing
for salmon. So we're tal king about two subjects
near and dear to ny heart.

I would like to think that I've |earned
nore about fishing for salnon in the |last nine
years than |'ve forgotten about dans. 1'd like to
poi nt out a couple of things to enphasize that |
t hi nk was maybe lost in the crowd.

One thing was -- didn't bring up, was |
would Iike to read what it said in the paper today.
"Wth the clanmor surrounding the recent public
heari ngs and sal non recovery, one topic has been
al nost conpletely ignored: The rapid growth of the
nort hwest human popul ation. "

Nunber one problem but a little too
sensitive to address. | thought the col one
poi nted out very vividly the second greatest point
right now, and | was amazed at the success ratio on
getting the snmolts downstream But they're not
com ng back

That has nothing to do with those dans.
That has everything to do with the Pacific Ocean.
Now, let ne tell you where | go to -- |I've |earned,

if you want to fish for sal non, you go where sal non
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B.C., the salnon capital of the world.

And | will reenphasize what the
gentl eman said about Oregon. 1992, a buddy and
went out and caught eight coho, four apiece, our
[imt, in less than an hour. 1996, we were not
even allowed to keep a coho in B.C., or in those
wat ers, excuse ne.

1998, we could not keep one coho, the
whol e province of British Colunbia. It's not a

river problem one river. It's a Pacific Ocean

probl em as the colonel pointed out. Wy don't we

see what happens?

We breached Elwah Damin the state of

179

Washi ngton. \What was going to happen there? Let's

see how fast the fish cone back to that tributary.
If they come back in great nunbers, then | would
say we have sone success here

We are tal king about taking out the

cl eanest form of renewabl e energy we have in this

country, the hydroel ectric power. And we're going

to spend additional power that we bring in for the

fossil fuel fromthe Arab countries to replace it
with?

| am for sal non. | fish for -- next
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world fishing for salnon, and | am for doi ng what
is reasonable for salnmon. But let's not take and
do the stupid thing and renove those danms. Thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Don. Ckay,
Fl orence Sandy and then Ben Wl ker, and then
Bill Flannery.

FLORENCE SANDY

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenment:

MS. SANDY: Hi, |I'm Florence Sandy, and |'m
from Hagerman. | have spent a | arge portion of ny
life involved in a famly |livestock operation
whi ch stretched into central |daho and included
areas near the Sal non River.

Some of ny fondest menmpries as a child
i ncl uded wat chi ng sal non struggl e across the
shallow ripples in Nap Creek and building their
spawni ng beds and laying their eggs. | hope that
through joint efforts by the affected parties and
usi ng sound science and |l ogic, my grandchildren
have the sanme opportunity to see salnon in Idaho
that I and my children have had.

I"'mgoing to skip quite a bit of this,
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but I want to go to tal k about the Caspian terns
and the sea birds and the pi ke m nnows that eat
mllions of young migrating sal non each year

In the conservation of the Col unbia
Basin fish, All-H r report, there was no account as
to how many mllions of snolts are killed each
year, and no figures relating to the increased tern
popul ati on, as referenced.

The mari ne mammal s have increased by
nore than 600 percent since the m d-1980s, and at
Lower Granite Dam one out of every four adult
sal ron and st eel head show signs of being attacked
by marine mammals. |If the region is serious about
i nproving survival, it is tinme to get serious about
stopping this preditation.

Many scientists believe the problemwith
salmon returns lies with ocean conditions and
predators in those oceans. Wile these issues have
been marginally studi ed, nmuch nore work needs to be
done. If ocean conditions are indeed the culprit,
not hing that is done on the Col unbia or Snake River
systemw || help recover |isted sal non stock.

| realize this is a conplex issue, and
as |'ve said previously, | grew up watching these

magni fi cent fish. | look forward to show ng ny
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grandchil dren what | saw. | hope and know that you
wi |l use science, not enobtion, in your solutions.
| daho' s peopl e, econony, and future depend on your
wi se deci sions and choices. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Florence.
Ben Wal ker? Ma'am could | ask you to please hold
your applause? 1'd appreciate it. Thank you.
What happens is when you cheer for one position,
then somebody else is going to try and cheer for
the other position, and before you know it, we've
got a contest going, instead of listening. So I'd
real |y appreciate your cooperation.

Okay, Ben, you're on, and then
Bill Flannery and Mark Dal ey.
BEN WALKER

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. WALKER: | think that's an excellent
point to bring out. 1've already nentioned it to
her.

THE MODERATOR: Thanks, Ben. Go ahead.

MR. WALKER: |'mreally honored to be here
and discuss this thing, and we are very, very
fortunate to live in this country, to be able to do

this and have this presentation of both issues very
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val idly presented.

Now, the first thing I'd like to do is |
don't know who saw that bit of Bill Bradley the
ot her night on television. He was speaking to a
group of people from Washi ngton on what he had done
in the adm ni stration by breaking up the dans on
Butte Creek out of the Sacranento River Basin. And
| put it down here.

On the Butte Creek, a Sacranmento River
tributary, damrenoval allowed a run of 20,000
sal non in 1998, against, and would you believe it,
only 44 before the breaching. This gives a certain
amount of validity to a free-flowi ng stream

Next | would like to state sone of the
nore major faults of the present four dans on the
| oner part of the Snake River. |In the first place,
they tal k about the power that would be |ost by
breachi ng these dans.

Those dans, | think it's one, maybe two
turbi nes produce only 5 percent of the electric
power that is needed by the area. And 90 percent,
because of the dams, of the west wild salnon are
deci mated by the dans. That's a great val ue.

And Lewi ston, which is really only a

trucki ng depot which could be served quite well by
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railroad and | and transport, is part of the
probl em when they start to use the barges for that
pur pose.

And incidentally, there is no flood
control on any of the dams. And the inpoverishnent
of the local comunities, including the Indians, of
course, that are dependent on the sal non. And
incidentally, the danms were kind of a needl ess pork
barrel instituted in 1955 to overcone the scare of
the cold war to produce electricity, which was not
needed at all. Now, the other is the --

THE MODERATOR: Ben, |I'mgoing to ask you to

wrap up.
MR WALKER: I'Il do this very quickly. The
dans prevent by the still water backup the rapid

30-nmiles per day run of snolts to the sea for their
survival. "Il go on here and just finish up rea
qui ckly.

| tal ked briefly about the benefits and
the pitfalls, and there seens to be only one
solution, and that is breach the dams. And that
woul d benefit all. And | amall, conpletely for
the alternative of the Arnmy Engi neers' alternative
A, alternative four. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Ben
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Bill Flannery, Mark Dal ey, and then Roger Rhodes.
Bill, are you with us? Mark? Roger Rhodes?
Great. And then JimWittaker is after Roger, and
I think the next one is Ralph. That's the only
part of the name | can read.

ROGER RHODES,

appeared and gave the follow ng statenent:

MR. RHODES: Hi, ny nane is Roger Rhodes.
wish | won the lottery. It would have sol ved

everything, solved this problem But | see

185

everybody up there drinking water. |'m a poor nan.

| don't have no water.

And the fish are out there dying, but I
want the sal non runni ng, and that way they can be
alive today. And I wish ny friend Sam was here;
that way we could go fishing. Because | been down
i n Washi ngton, California.

I love salnon. | went up to Challis;
| ove salmon. And | just hope we can solve this
probl em and just have the sal non running. Thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Roger
JimWittaker, are you here? Raise your hand if

you're here. So is there a Ralph? |Is there a
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Ral ph at all? No? | could be reading this wong.
It could be Keith. 1Is there a Keith? |'msorry,
it's late.

Ron Jones? Hey, we've got one. kay,
and then Jerry Callen is after Ron, and
Car ol Murphy.
RON JONES,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, JONES: All things cone to those who
wait. M nanme is Ron Jones. | farm south of
Twin Falls. M fanily has farnmed there since about
1910 when the ground was broken out.
I want to talk a little bit about flow
augnentation. | took the tine to read the Corps
study, and there's a couple things that | disagree

with in the study that | think should be pointed

out.

Peopl e have thrown out the nunber of
$430 million a year in lost farmng, if they took
the million acre-feet of flow augnentation. But in

readi ng that study, | don't see anywhere that it
addresses what woul d happen to the property val ues
in the area.

It tal ks about cash flow and a
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capitalized inconme nethod, but it doesn't say
anyt hi ng about what woul d happen. And in our
experience, living 80 years in an area where water
isn't reliable, salnon tract versus a mle or two
away where water is reliable in the Twin Falls
tract, we know that you probably would deval ue the
property $500, maybe $700 an acre.

Just in rounds nunbers in these two
counties, $400,000 acres, say, at $500,000 an acre
woul d be about $200 nmillion. And the approach that
the study uses is to say that on an i ncone basis,
if you paid people for the water you used, that
woul d repl ace that in the econony.

But that doesn't address those people
who take the wite-down of their property val ue.
And eventually that cones back to the tax base.

And t hose people, | don't see anything that would
rei mburse those people. If you |look at that clear
up and down the Snake River plain, it's hundreds of
mllions of dollars.

And the other thing that | wanted to
guestion, or at least look at it the way the study
is based. It assunes that if there were | ess water
avail abl e, people would first take out their | owest

val ued crops, which nmakes sense on the face of it.
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And you woul d, probably, if there were | ess water
avail abl e over the whol e year.

But in what we're tal king about, sone of
these say that nost years there would be water
sone years there wouldn't. In that case, you take
out the high-valued crops first, because it's too
risky to make the investnment in it. ; a sugar beet
crop or a potato crop, knowi ng that perhaps one
year in five or in seven you wouldn't harvest that
crop.

And what happens then -- and the study
ignores the threshold effect -- if you don't have a
reliable crop for your processors, they won't stay
here. This is a conpetitive business. They' Il go
to central Washington; they'll go to California,;
they'lIl go sonmewhere else in order to get potatoes
or sugar beets.

So now you take the high value crops out
of the econony, and we becone a | ow value, a
hay-grain kind of an econonmy. And the high val ue
crops is why there is an ag econony here. W don't
conpete very well with our high infrastructure
costs of irrigation against the m dwest and those
dryl and areas, so we need to grow those things.

And | think to consider flow
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augnmentati on we need to go back and | ook at those.
And the only reason we're considering it is because
I'"'m not sure that just taking out the dams woul d
preclude the need for flow augnentation. Thank
you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Ron.
Jerry Callen? Carol Mirphy?

A PERSON: She's not here.

THE MODERATOR: Ckay, thank you.
Phil Butler? | think it's WE. Giffith or
E.E Giffith? Geat, thank you. And after -- is
it W o EE?

MR GRIFFITH: WE.

THE MODERATOR: WE. Marilyn Paul after WE.
Great, go ahead.

WE. CRIFFITH,

appeared and gave the follow ng statenent:

MR CRIFFITH Hello, I'mBill Giffith. 1'd
like to say sonmething this evening that probably
isn't in your realm The gentleman before nme hit
onit alittle bit.

For 31 years | fished in Alaska, both
commercially and as a sportsnman. | think you're

| ooking at the wong part of the problem The dans
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ot her countries are the problem \Wen the
Portuguese, the Japanese, the Russians, lay out ten
mles of netting per vessel nine fathons deep
they literally clean out everything that's there;
everything. Fish, animals, birds; they take it
all.

I am of the opinion, from studying
Al aska, that you have the sanme probl em here.
You' re about 25 years behind tine. The problem
shoul d have been addressed 25, 30 years ago, when
the countries started really fishing heavily.

| don't know if there is an answer now,
a solution now. It's international waters. |It's
pretty difficult to regulate. But | don't think
t hat breachi ng dans, augnenting flows, nechanica
devices, is going to solve your problem | think
it's going to have to come on a national basis.

The Snake River is such a little chip in
a poker game that it isn't even worth considering,
to be honest with you, in the total fisheries
picture. | realize it is inportant to the people
to whomit effects, but it really is not that
significant in the total picture.

I think that if you really want to do
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sonething to ensure sal non get back to the state,
think you're going to have to do it on a nationa

| evel and on an international level. | think it's
way, way, way beyond I daho.

I think that if you were to control the
fishing, that you nmight be able to get the fish
back to ldaho, if there are any out there.
Basically, there aren't any fish out there. Those
of you who have flown over the ocean and you see
these tremendous trawl ers, huge, they're processing
fish faster than they can be reproduced. It is a
nonrenewabl e resource that basically is exhausted.

I think that if you got the fish to
| daho, you m ght then be concerned about breaching
dans. | think you're either 30 years too |ate or
you' re about 15 years too early, because there's no
fish out there for you to be concerned with,
basically. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Bill.
Marilyn Paul? Geat. And then David Kipling, or
Ki ppi ng, and then Brian Ravenscroft.
MARI LYN PAUL,

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MS. PAUL: Hello, I"'mMarilyn Paul, and |'m
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an attorney. What's been said often here tonight
is that this process is becom ng perilously close
to becoming a decision by default. | don't accept
the view that because the numbers of wild fish
getting past the | ower Snake River dans are
tragically inpaired that damrenoval should be
deenmed sonehow not worth the trouble or too
extrene.

| support alternative four with primary
enphasis on partial renoval of the |lower four Snake
Ri ver dans. It does not seemto nme that flow
augnentation is particularly productive, and it has
a potential to have a very negative inpact upon
this area. And speaking of this area, I'm
referring to particularly south central |daho for
the reasons that have already been articul at ed.

The EI'S projections of both potenti al
recreation dollars and of cost avoidance seem
significantly underestimted to ne, particularly
the latter, because of the potential for extrenely
costly reparations.

However, this observation is in no way
to be construed as my perm ssion to extend the
tinmeline of this process any further regarding

exam nation of the breaching issues for the four
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| ower Snake River dans.

Just generally speaking, but making no
m stake, the timng of corrections is very
i mportant in the determination of responsibility.
And just speaking purely in an econonic sense, the
timng of decisions and when to neke reparations is
going to be very inportant in the long run, in
exam ni ng where responsibilities fall with regard
to these issues.

My request is that the dans be breached
as soon as possible. | do not want to see the wild
sal ron admi ni strated out of existence. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Marilyn. David
and then Brian, and then after Brian is
Mar shal | M Gnhee.
DAVI D KI PPI NG

appeared and gave the follow ng statenent:

MR, KIPPING M nane is David Kipping. The
cornerstone of the lIce Harbor Dam exists with a
curious inscription. Quote, "Here in the early
years of the atom c era the people of the United
States exhibit faith in the future by placing the
first concrete of a great damto provide the

benefits of peaceful living for the people of our
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nation."

Now, what does this nean? Well, in the
latter part of the 1950s, Congress was unwilling to
provi de money for the construction of dans on the
| ower Snake River. Repeatedly they wouldn't do
that. They were not convinced of the need for
better navigation or hydropower or irrigation.

But we were in the mdst of the cold
war, and the production of nuclear weapons was a
maj or national priority. The proponents of the Ilce
Har bor Dam argued that the power produced by the
dam woul d hel p fund the construction of a nucl ear
reactor at the Hanford Nucl ear Reservation, which
was -- and this nuclear reactor was necessary to
produce pl utonium for nucl ear weapons.

Thi s national defense argunent, al ong
with a large appropriation of $1 mllion was enough
to begin construction of the Ice Harbor Damin
1961. The desire for Lewiston to becone a deep
wat er port was a tantalizing lure for construction
of additional dams.

And, again, the national security
argunent cane into play, and the Lower G anite Dam
was built, making it easier to transport nucl ear

materials to Hanford. Over the next decade, the
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other two danms were built, again propelled by the
nati onal security argument.

These dans were built as part of the
vast nucl ear weapons production infrastructure.
They were financed and justified primarily to
support the cold war efforts by reducing the cost
of transporting nuclear materials to and from
Hanford. Any other benefits, such as irrigation
civilian barge transportation, and comrerci a
hydropower, were nere side effects.

Well, the cold war's over. Hanford is
out of the nucl ear weapons production business, and
t he principal reason for those four dans, that
those four danms were built, no |onger exists.
We're not building bonbs anynore. In fact, we're
di smantling them

The nation is now actively dismantling
bonbs and the structures of the cold war that were
built to build these bonbs. It's tine to renove
the dans. And, as the last of the dans are
breached, soneone, naybe nme, should give a
patriotic speech honoring the foot soldiers of the
cold war who gave their lives to protect our great
nati on, the Snake River salnon. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, David. Brian, and
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after Brian is Marshal MGhee, and then
Har ol d Hi nes.
BRI AN RAVENSCROFT,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR. RAVENSCROFT: My nane is
Bri an Ravenscroft. |'mhere just representing
mysel f. You need to ook at the entire big picture
on this decline of the salnmon population. It
didn't start when the dans were built.

If you look at the entire 130 years
worth of records from Oregon and Washi ngton fi shing
records, you'll find that the population really
declined and started to decline around 1918. , 30
years before the very first damwas built.

You just need to look at the entire
t hi ng, because only | ooking at the dans, although
acknowl edge they are a definite part of the
probl em they are not the underlying problem

Sal non are declining everywhere, on
rivers with dams and rivers w thout danms. W have
bull trout declining on rivers that never see a
dam We have cutthroat trout declining. There has
to be an underlying holistic additional problem

that we're not even | ooking at, and we probably
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haven't even figured out what it is yet.

I would Iike to suggest that there are
ot her things which are not presently being
consi dered. One of them the Forest Service, when
they wite an environnental inpact study for their
managenment of their forests, they openly
acknow edge that they're going to push that forest
to higher levels of old growth forest than what
occurred naturally under nother nature's rule.

The end result of this, and they
acknowl edge this also, is that the bigger and ol der
trees will consume nore water than what nother
nature consunmed with the smaller, younger trees
t hat not her nature had.

If you, then, use the Forest Service's
own research, and they have 65 years of continuous
research on paired water sheds to docunent this, if
you use their numbers, you'll find that in the case
of the Targee National Forest, when they wote
their new plan, they are going to reduce the stream
fl ow of the Snake River by approximtely 58, 000
acre-feet per year.

In the Whod River drainage here in the
Sawmt oot h National Forest, they're going to deplete

stream fl ows by about 4,000 acre-feet per year. |If
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you |l ook at the entire state of Idaho with

2.2 million acres of forests, suddenly you cone up
with one and a half million acre-feet ballpark
figure for depletion of our streamflows. That's
approxi mately what NFMS says they've got to have to
recover the sal non.

Why is not the federal governnent and
their water under consideration? Wy is it only
the private citizen who's going to be held to blanme
for the federal actions? Let's get the federa
wat er on the bargaining table as well

| have subnitted an additional report
that's 48 pages long. Obviously | can't read it
in, but please read it. Particularly, the |ady
fromEPA, | think you'll find that sone of the
chemi stry changes in our water here in Idaho are
tremendously different than what they were before
under mother nature's rule. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Brian. Marshall
and after Marshall is Harold H nes, and then
Har ol d Havner.
MARSHALL MCGHEE

appeared and gave the foll owi ng statenent:

MR, MCGHEE: Hi, ny nanme's Marshall MGhee
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It's been a long night. Thanks for sticking around
to listen to ne.

When | was a child, my father took ny
brothers and I up to the Stanley Basin to witness
the migration of salnon into Redfish Lake.

St andi ng anpngst these beautiful fish as they
struggl ed upstreamto spawn and die is sonething
"1l never forget.

That was 30 years ago. Today, we have
an ocean-going port in lIdaho and sal non on the
verge of extinction. |'mnot a scientist, but it
seens rather sinple to nme that if we had sal non
before these barge dans were built, that we could
have sal non again if the barge dans were renoved.

It has happened here before in |Idaho.
In 1910, the Sunbeam Dam was built on the Sal non
Ri ver, bl ocking sockeye sal mon from Redfi sh Lake.
By 1927, no sockeye were observed in Redfish Lake.
After the dam was breached in 1931, the sockeye
returned to Redfish Lake.

Over 200 northwest fisheries biologists
have stated that the best chance of recovery for
I daho's salnon is to renove the four | ower Snake
Ri ver barge dans. So what should we do? Continue

subsi di zing a seaport in Idaho or breach the four



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

200

| ower Snake River dams and give the sal non an
opportunity to return to |daho?

If we choose to continue to do nothing
or call for nore studying of the issues, the
problemwi |l take care of itself. The salnmon wll
go extinct.

If the salnpbn go extinct, | would like
to recommend that we rename the Snake and Sal non
Ri vers and the four |ower Snake River dans. The
Snake River from Lew ston to Portland, could be
called the Pork Barrel Politics and Specia
Interest stretch of the Snake River.

The four |ower Snake River danms shoul d
be renaned the Kenpthorne Dam the Craig-Crapo Dam
and the Sinmpson Dam | would include
Hel en Chenowet h here, but she's not worth a dam.

Lastly, the Cormittee of Nine Dam The
Committee of Nine controls all the water in eastern
I daho up to the MIner Dam and has never seen a dam
they did not like, irregardl ess of any
envi ronnental problemthe dam nay present. |
believe it would be a fitting |l egacy for all of our
| daho "do not hing but stick your head in the sand
and the problemw ||l go away" politicians.

Now, what about a new name for the
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Sal mon River? | propose we renane it to Dodo
River. That way, every time we think about the
opportunity we had to save the salnon or to keep
our precious seaport in Idaho, we can rem nd
oursel ves of the choice we made. We were dodos.

Tonight | draw a line in the sand. |If
we, as |dahoans, choose to let the salnon in |Idaho
go extinct, then | amnmoving fromthis state. |
want no part of a state that has the habitat, that
has a river called the Salnon River, that has a
| ake cal |l ed Redfish Lake, and has no sal non. Get
rid of those four dams. Bring back the sal non.
Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Marshall
Harol d Hines? Harold Hines, are you still with us?
How about Harol d Havner? How about Peter Richards?
Li nda Shultz? Those are all the nanmes | have for
tonight. |Is there anyone else in the audi ence who
would I'ike to speak? There you go, got a taker
Anyone el se?
EVAN KOHTZ,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR, KOHTZ: Thank you all for being here this

late. This is really sonme kind of a neeting, and
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thank you all for talking. And it was a very
interesting to hear you, particularly yours.

THE MODERATOR: Sir, can you tell us who you
are and spell your name?

MR, KOHTZ: |'m Evan Kohtz, and ['ma -- al
ny life a resident here, and have been a farner.

THE MODERATOR: Can you spell that for ne
pl ease?

MR, KOHTZ: K-0-h-t-z. And |I've heard a |ot
of different statistics, and a ot of themare
di anetrically opposed. And what does that nean?
That means that this is not a sinple solution, or
it's been conplicated intentionally.

['"ve been -- I"mnot well travel ed, but
| have travel ed enough to see in places people have
made terrible decisions. But historically, people
have made historic, terrible decisions in other
countries. And | particularly nmention in the
Russi an Revol ution, people even cut down the
or char ds.

Now, we have a resource. W have the
sal mon and we have the dans. And | think that
it -- being humans, and as mmnagers, we shoul d use
science to solve the problems of keeping the dans

and keeping the power and keeping the salnon. , and
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where our job isn't done yet unless we do that.

But if you cut the trees down, one day
we're going to wake up in the nmorning and we're
going to want sonething to eat, and we're going to
want to turn the lights on, and it's not going to
be there. So let's solve the problem

The likelihood of this problem because
the things are so opposed, and it's a conplicated
problem that the likelihood is that it's sone
other factor. And the Iikelihood of the factor

being, is that actually, the water is getting

war mer .
You know, |'ve looked in a history book,

and | look at the Arabian Peninsula, and there's

colums of -- is it Cleopatra' s palace, and there's

just sand there. And that neans 3,000 years ago
there was a civilization who flourished, there was
wat er, the tenperature was noderate, and the crops
grew.

And | think that probably it isn't just
the dans, it isn't just the fishing, it's probably
the tenperature. And it's sonething that we shoul d
| ook at closer. Has the tenperature of these
wat ers gone up? | think probably they have, in

upper streans and |l ower streans. And in ny
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lifetime it seens |ike being a farnmer you can see a
little bit of difference. And anyway, | hope you
address that.
Thank you very much. And | was the |ast
one. It's a fantastic neeting. Good |luck to al
of you, and hope the salnon nake it and the dans
and the lights stay on too.
THE MODERATOR: Thanks. OCkay, anyone el se?
Last chance here.
MR, MEVER: |'ve got one |ast question.
THE MODERATOR: Yes, sir?
L.J. MEVER,

appeared and gave the foll ow ng statenent:

MR MEVER: |'mL.J. Mewer. | came tonight
to learn of what the questions were and to get a
little information. 1'll have to confess at this
poi nt, the colonel's straightforward, unslanted
fact presentation was the nost useful to ne.

And the question | have is | don't
understand why a god that created sal non al so
created beavers. That's neant to be hunorous.

THE MODERATOR: It's late.
MR, MEVER: That's the reason for the levity.

I"'monly rem nded of one thing that | think would
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be useful to share at this point. The story kind
of goes, there was a farner out plowing his field
and a preacher went by. And as he watched, he was
amazed at how nice the farm | ooked.

So he stayed at the end of the field.
When the farmer came down with his plowto turn
around, the breacher notioned himover and said,
"The Lord has certainly blessed you with a
wonder ful farm here.”

And the farmer thought for a nonent, and
he said, "Yes, He really has." He said, "But you
shoul d have seen it when He had it all to Hinself."

Good managenent is useful, and we have
the ability to solve these problens w thout being
i mpractical or unreasonable. Science, fact, truth,
are necessary to make good decisions, and | trust
that you'll do that.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Thanks, folks. |

appreciate your attention. It's been my pleasure.
Before you all leave, Bill, do you want to say
anyt hi ng?

COLONEL BULEN: | would like to thank

everyone for the courtesy you showed each ot her and
the respect. And the hospitality of the Northwest

is truly unbelievable. [|'ve sat through nine of
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these, and | have to take ny hat off to all of you.
Thank you, and thank you for taking the tinme to
listen to us.

(The proceedi ngs concluded at 11:27 p.m)
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